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ABSENCE in Converſation, 


Y Friend i Honeycombe, is one of thoſe 
Sort of Men who are very often abſent in 
Converſation, and what the Fre ch call a 
Raweur and a Diſtrait. A little before 

b our Club-time laſt Night, we were walk- 
ing together in Somerſet-Gardens, when Vi had pickt 
up a Pebble of ſo odd a Make, that he ſaid he would 
preſent it to a Friend of his, an eminent Virtucſo. Afﬀ- 
ter we had walked ſome time, I made a full Stop, 
with my Face towards the Weſt, which Vi know- 
ing to be my uſual Method of aſking what's o' Clock 
in an Afternoon, immediately pulled out his Watch, 
and told me, we had ſeven Minutes good. We took 

a Turn or two more, when, to my great Surpriſe, I 
law him ſquirt away his Watch a conſiderable Way 
into the Thames, and with great Sedateneis in his Looks, 
put up the Pebble, he had before, in his Fob. As I 
have naturally an Averſion to much ſpeaking, and do 
not love to be the Meilenger of ill News, eſpecially 

B when 
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2 The BEAUTIES of 
when it comes too late to be uſeful, I left him to be 
convinc'd of his Miſtake in due Time, and continued 
my Walk, reflecting on theſe little Abſences and Di- 
ſtractions of Mankind. 

Monſieur Bruyere has given us the Character of an 
- Abſent Man. Menalcas comes down in a Morning, 
opens his Door to go out, but ſhuts it again, becauſe 
he perceives he has his Night-cap on ; and examin- 


ing himſelf further, finds that he is but half ſhaved ; 


that he has ſtuck his Sword on his Right Side, that his 
Stockings are about his Heels, and that his Shirt is 
over his Breeches, When he is dreſt, he goes to 
Court, comes into the Drawing-room, and walking 
uprightly under a Branch of Candleſticks, his Wig 1s 
caught up by one of them, and hangs dangling in the 
Air: All the Courtiers fall a laughing, but Menalcas 
laughs louder than any of them, and looks about for 
the Perion that 1s the Jeſt of the Company : Coming 
down to the Court-Gate, he finds a Coach, which, 
taxing for his own, he whips into it ; and the Coach- 
man drives off, not doubting but he carries his Maſter. 
As ſoon as he ſtops, Meralcas throws himſelf out of 
the Coach, croſſes the Court, aſcends the Stair-caſe, 
and runs thro' all the Chambers with the greateſt Fa- 
miliarity, repoſes himſelf on a Couch, and fancies 
himſelf at home. The Maſter of the Houſe at lat 
comes in, Menalcas riſes to receive him, and defires 
him to fit down; he talks, muſes, and then talks 
again. The Gentleman of the Houſe is tired and 


amazed ; Menalcas is no leſs ſo, but is every Moment 


in hopes that his impertinent Gueſt will at laſt end his 
\ tedious Viſit: Night comes on, when Menalcas is 

hardly convinced. | 
When he is playing at Backgammon, he calls for a 
full Glaſs of Wine and Water; 'tis his Turn to 
throw, he has the Box in one Hand, and his Glaſs in 
the other, and being extremely dry, and unwilling to 
loſe Time, he ſwallows down both the Dice, and at 
the ſame Pime throws his Wine into the Tables. He 
writes a Letter, and flings the Sand into the Ink- bottle; 
he writes a Second, and miſtakes the Supericription : 
A Nobleman receives one of them, and upon open - 
ing, 
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ing, reads as follows : / vb have you, honeſt Jack, 
immediately upon the Receipt of this, take in Hay enough 


to ſerve me the Winter : His Farmer receives the other, 


and is amazed to fee in it, My Lord, I receiv'd your 
Grace's Commands with an intire Submiſſion to. — If he is 


at an Entertainment, you may ſee the Pieces of Bread 


continually multiplying round his Plate; 'tis true, the 
Company wants it, as well as their Knives and Forks, 
which Nenalcas does not let them keep long. Some- 
times in a Morning he puts his whole Family in an 
Hurry, and at laſt goes out without being able to 
ſtay for his Coach or Dinner; and for that Day you 
may ſee him in every. Part of the Fown, except the 
very Place where he had appointed to be upon a Buſi- 
neſs of Importance. You would often take him for 
every thing that he is not; for a Fellow quite ſtupid, 
for he hears nothing; for a Fool, for he talks to him- 
ſelf, and has a hundred Grimaces and Motions with 
his Head, which are altogether involuntary ; for a 
proud Man, for he looks full upon you, and takes no 
Notice of your ſaluting him. "The Truth of it is, his 
Eves are open, but he makes no Uſe of them ; and 
neither ſees you, nor any Man, or any thing elſe : He 
came once from his own Houſe, and his own Foot- 
men undertook to rob him, and ſucceeded : They held 
a Flambeau to his Throat, and bid him deliver his 


' Purſe ; he did ſo, and coming home, told his Friends 


he had been robbed ; they deſire to know the Par- 
ticulars, AM my Servants, ſaid Nenalcas, for they avere 
evith mr. 

Theſe Blemiſhes proceed from a certain Vivacity 
and Fickleneſs in a Man's Temper, which while it 


- raiſes up infinite Numbers of Ie, in the Mind, is 
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continually puſhing it on, without allowing it to reſt 
on any particular Image, and helps to keep up the 
Reputation of that Latin Proverb which Mr. Dy den 
has tranſlated in the following Lines. 


Great Mit to NMadvels ſure is near ally'd ;; 
Aud thin Partitions ds their Bounds divide. 


SPECTATOR, Vol. I. No, 7. X. 
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ABSENCE of Lovers. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | 
HOUGH you have conſidered virtuous Love 
in molt of its Diſtreſſes, I do not remember that 
you have given us any Diſtertation upon the Abſence 
of Lovers, or laid down any Method how they ſhould 
ſupport themſelves under thoſe long Separations which 
they are forced ſometimes to undergo. I am at pre- 
ſent under this unhappy Circumſtance, having parted 
with the beſt of Huſbands, who is abroad in the Ser— 
vice of his Country, and may not poſſibly return for 
fome Years. His warm and generous Affection while 
we were together, with the Teiderneſs which he ex- 
preſſed to me at paring, makes his Abſence almoſt 
inſupportable: I think of him every Moment of the 
Day, and meet him every Night in my Dreams. 
Every Thing I fer, puts me in Mind of him: I ap- 
ly my ſelf witn more than ordinary Diligence to the 
Care of his Family and his Eſtate ;- but this inſtead of 
relieving me, gives me but ſo many Occaſions of wiſh- 
ing for his s Return, | frequent the Room where I uſed 
to couverſe with him, and not meeting him there, fir 
down in his Chair and fall a weeping : I love to.read 
the Books he delighted in, and converſe with the 
Perſons whom he elleem'd. I viſit his Picture a hun- 
ered Times a Day, and place myſelf over againſt it 
w hole Hours together. I pals a great Part of the Time 
in the Walks where | uſed to lean upon his Arm, and 
recolle& in my Mind the Diſcourſes wiich have paſs d 
there between us. I look over the ſeveral Proſpects 
and Points of View which we ufed to furvey together, 
fix my Eyes upon the Objects which he has made me 
take notice of, and call to mind a thouſand agreeable 
Remarks which he has made on thoſe Occaſions : J 
write to him by every Conveyance, and contrary to 
other People, am always in a good Humour when an 
Eat Wind blows, becauſe it ſeldom fails of bringing 
me a Letter from him. Let me intreat you, Sir, to 
give me your Advice upon this Occaſion, and to et me 
Know how may relieve myſelf in this my Widowhood. 
Jam yours, &c. ASTERIA, 


Abſence 
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Abſence is what the Poets call Death in Love, and 
has given Occaſion to abundance of beautiful Com- 
plaints in thote Authors who have treated of this Paſ- 


ion in Verſe : Ovid's Epiſtles are full of them, Ozwvay's 


Myrimia talks very tenderly vpon this Subject. 
It was not kind 
Ty leave me like a Turtle his, alone, 
To droop and mourn the Abſence of my Mate. 
I hen thuu'rt from me, every Place is Deſurt; 
And I, methinks, am ſauage and forlorn. 
Thy Priſcuce only tis can mate me bleſjed, 
| Heal my unquiet Mind, and tune my Soul. 


The Conſolations of Lovers on theſe Occaſions are 
very extraordinary; beſides thoſe mention'd by {/ertia, 
there are many other Motives of Comfort : I ſhall take 
notice of one which I have known two Perſons prac- 
tiſe, who joined Religion to that Elegance of Senti— 
ments with which the Paſſion of Love generally in- 
ſpires its Votaries. This was at the Return of ſuch 
an Hour, to offer up a certain Prayer for each other, 
which they had agreed upon before their Parting. The 
Huſband, who makes a Figure in the polite World, as 
well as in his own Family, has often told me, that he 
could not have ſupported an Abſence of three Years 


without this Expedient. 


SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 241. C. 
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ABSTINENCE. 


HE Preſervation of Health is Temperance, 
which has thoſe particular Advantages above 

all other Means to attain it, that it may be practiſed 
by all Ranks and Conditions, at any Seaſon, or in any 
Place. It is a Kind of Regimen, into which every 
Man may put himſelf without Interruption to Buſineſs, 
Expence of Money, or Loſs cf Time. If Exerciſe 
throws off all Superſtuitics, 'Temperance prevents them: 
If Exerciſe clears the Veſiel:, Temperance neither 
ſatiates nor overſtrains them: If Exerciſe raiſes proper 
Ferments in the Humours, and promotes the Circula- 
tion of the Blood, Temperance gives Nature her full 
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play, and enables her to exert herſelf in all her Force 
and Vigour: If Exerciſe diflipates a growing Diſtem- 
per, Temperance ſtarves it. 

Nature delights in the moſt plain and ſimple Diet : 
Every Animal but Man, keeps to one Diſh. Herbs 
are the Food of this Species, Fiſh of that, and Fleſh of 
the Third : Man falls upon every thing that comes in 
his way; not the ſmalleſt Fruit or Excreſcence of the 
Earth, ſcarce a Berry or a Muſhroom, can eſcape him. 
{ would copy the following Rules of a very eminent 
Phyſician : Make your whole Repaſt cut of cne e; if 
Fo indulge in à Second, aviid drinking any thing flrong 
till you have finiſhed your Meal: At the fume Time ab- 
ſtain, from all Sauces, at leaſt ſuch as are net the moſt 
plain and ſimple. And in the Article. of Drinking, 
obſerve Sir Villiam Temple's Method, wiz. The fir/t 
Glaſs for myſelf, the Second for my Friend, the Third fur 
good Humour, and the Fourth for mine Enemies. 

It is obſerv'd by two or three ancient Authors, that 
Socrates, notwithſtanding he lived in Athens during the 
great Plague, which has made ſo much No'ſe through- 
out all Ages, and has been celebrated at different 
mes by ſuch eminent Hands, notwithſtanding he 
ed in the Time of this devouring Peſtilence, he 
never caught the leaſt Infection, which theſe Writers 
unanimoully aſciibe to that uninterrupted Temperance 
he always obſerved. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 195, 


ACCOUNTS. 


HEN a Man happens to break in Hella nd, 

they ſay of him, that he has net kept true Ac- 
counts, This way perhaps amongſt us, would appear 
a ſoft or humourous way of ſpeaking, but with this ex- 
act Nation, it bears the higheſt Reproach ; for a Man 
to be miſtaken in the Calculation of his Expence, in 


his Ability to anſwer future Demands, or to be im- 


pertinently ſanguine in putting his Credit to too great 


Adventure, are all Inſtances of as much Infamy, as 
with gayer Nations to the failing in Courage or com- 
mon Honeſty. | 

EE Numbers 


»* wv ma O> * * 


the SproTATORSC, TATLERS, fc. 7 


Numbers is ſo much the Meaſure of every Thing that 
is valuab'e, that it is not poſſible to demonſtrate the 
Succeſs of any Action, or the Prudence of any Under- 
taking without them. When a Merchant receives his 
Returns from abroad, he can tell to a Shilling by the 
Help of Numbers, the Profit or Loſs of his Adventure 
he ought alſo to ſhew that he had Reaſon to make it, 
either from his own Experience, or that of other Peo- 
ple, or from a reaſonable Preſumption that his Returns 
will be ſufficient to anſwer his Expence and Hazard, 
and that it is never to be done without the Skill of 
Numbers. For Inſtance, if he trades to Turkey, he 
ought beforehand to know the «Demand of our Manu- 
factures there, as well as of their Silks in Exgland, and 
the cuſtomary Prices that are given for both in each 
Country. He ought to have a clear Knowledge of 
thoſe Matters beforehand, that he may preſume upon 
ſufficient Returns to anſwer the Charge of the Cargo 
he had fitted out, the Freight and Aſſurance out and 
home, the Cuitoms-to the King,. and the Intereſt of 
his own Money, beſides all theſe Expences, a reaſon- 
able Profit to himſelf. Now where 1s the Scandal of 
this Skill? The Merchant throws down no Man's In- 
cloſures, and tramples upon no Man's Corn, he takes 
nothing from the induſtrious Labourer, he pays the 
poor Man for his Work, he communicates his Profit 
with Mankind, by the Preparation of his Cargo, and 
the ManufaQure of his Returns; he furniſhes Employ- 
ment and Subſiſtance to. greater Numbers than the 
richeſt Nobleman ; and even the Nobleman is obliged 
to him for finding out foreign Markets for the Produce 
of his Eſtate, and for making a greater Addition to 
his Rents; and yet 'tis certain that none of all thoſe 
Ihings could be done by him without the Exerciſe 


of his Skill in Numbers. — 


SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 174. T. 


ACT1IONS. ; 


H OSE who have ſcarch'd into human Nature 
L obſerve, that nothing more ſhews the Noble- 
nels of the Soul, as that its Felicity conſiſts in Action. 


B 4 Every 
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Every Man has ſuch an active Principle in him, that 
he will find out ſomething to em; loy himſelf upon, in 


- whatever State of Lite he 1s poſted. | have heard of 


a Gentleman who was under cloſe Continement in the 
Baſtile ſeven Years ; during which Time he amuſed 


himſelf with ſcatteri g Pins about his Chamber, ga-, 


thering them up again, and placing them in ditterent 
Figures in the Arm of a g:cat Chair He often told 
his Friends afterwards, that unleſs he had found this 
Piece of Exerciſe, he verily believed lie ſhould have 
loſt his Senles, ——>SyEtcTaroR, Vol. II. No. 116. T. 

We ſhould caſt all our Actions under the D'viſion 
of ſuch as are in themſelves good, bad, or indifferent; 
and to direct tnem in ſuch a Manner, that every ti ing 
we do, may turn to account at that great Day when 
every thing we have done will be ſet before us. 

A good Intention, joined to a good Action, gives it 
its proper Force and Efficacy; joined to an evil Action, 
extenuates its Malignity, and in ſome Caſes may take 
it wholly away; join'd to an indifferent Action, turns 
it to a Virtue, and makes it meritorious as far as human 
Actions can be ſo. 

In the next Place, to conſider in the ſame Manner 
the Influence of an evil Intention upon our Actions, 
An evil Intention perverts the beſt of Actions, and 
makes them in reality what the Fathers have termed 
the Virtues of the Hcathen World ſo many /ining 
Sins. Itdeſtroys the Innocence of an indifferent Action, 
and gives an evil Action all poſſible Blackneſs and Hor» 
ror, or in the emphatical Language of holy Writ, 
makes Sin exceeding Sinful, | | 

It is therefore of unſpeakable Advantage to poſſeſs 
our Minds with an habitual good Intention, and to aim 
all our Thoughts, Words, and Actions at ſome lauda- 


dle End, whether it be the Glory of our Maker, the 


Good of Mankind, or the Benefit of our own Souls. 

This is a ſort of Thrift or good Huſbandry in moral 
Life, which does not throw away any ſingle Action, 
but makes every one go as far as it can; it multiplies 
the Means of Salvation, increaſes the Number of our 
Virtues, and diminiſhes that of our Vaces. 
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It is this excellent Frame of Mind, this holy Offici- 
ouſneſs, which is recommended to us by the Apoſtle in 
that uncommon Precept, wherein he directs us to pro- 
poſe to ourſelves the Glory of our Creator in all our 
moſt indifferent Actions, whether wwe eat or drink, or 
avhatever aut ds. ; 

A Perſon therefore who is poſſeſs'd with ſuch an ha- 
bitual good Inteation, as that which I have been here 
ſpeaking of, enters upon no fingle Circumſtance of Lite 
without conſidering it, as well plezfing to the great Au- 
thor of his Being, conformable to the Dictates of Rea- 
ſon, ſuitable to human Nature in general, or to that 
particular Station in which Providence has plac'd 
him. He lives in a perpetua! Senſe of the divine Pre- 
ſence, regards himſelt as acting in the whole Courle of 
his Exiſtence under the Obſervation and Inſpection of 
that Being, who is privy to all his Actions and all his 
Thoughts, who knows his ' dawn-fitting and his up- 
riſing, who is about his Path, and about his Bed, and 
[jicth out all bis Ways. In a Word, he remembereth 
that the Eye of his Judge is always upon him, and in 
every Action he reflects, that he is doing what is com- 
manded or allowed by him, who will hereafter reward 
or puniſh it ; This was the Character of thoſe holy 
Mien of old, who in that beautiful Phraſe in Scripture 
are {aid to have walked wvith God. 

There is an excellent Speech of Socrates : This great 
Philoſopher, on the Day of his Execution, a little be- 
fore the Draught of Poiſon was brought to him, enter- 
taining his Friends with a Diſcourſe on the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, has theſe Words - hetber or no 
God will approve of my Attions, 1 know not; but this 1 
am ſure of, that I have at all Times made it my Endea- 
vour to pleaſe him, and I have a good Hope that this n 
Endeavour will be accepted by him. We find in theſg 


Words of that great Man, the habitual. good Intention 


which I would here inculcate, and with which that 
divine Philoſopher always ated. I ſhall only add, that 
Eraſmus, who was an unbigotted Roman Catholick, 
was ſo much tranſported with this Paflage of Socrates, 
that he could ſcarce forbear looking upon him as a 
Saint, and defiring him to pray for him, or as that 

| Be: learned. 
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learned and ingenious Writer has expreſied himſelf in 


a a much more lively Manner, When ] reflect on ſuch a 
Speech, pronounc'd by ſuch a Perſon, I can hardly 
forbear crying out, Sande Socrates, Ora pro nobis, O 


holy Secrates, pray for us. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 213. C. 


ADV Ick. 


HERE is nothing which we receive with ſo 


much Reluctance as Advice. We look upon 


the Man who gives it us, as offering an Affront to our 
Underftanding, and treating us like Children or Idiots. 
There is nothing ſo difficult as the Art of making Ad- 
vice agreeable : The Pens of the Ancients and Mo. 
derns have been exercis'd upon this Occaſion: How 
many Devices have been made ule of to render this 
bitter Potion palatable ? Some convey their Inſtruction 
to us in the beſt choſen Words, others in the moſt har- 
moricus Numbers; {ome in Points of Wit, and others 

in ſhort Proverbs. - 
But among all the different Ways of giving Coun- 
ſel, and that which pleaſes the moſt univerſally, is 
Fable; it excels all others, becauſe it is the leaſt 
| ſhocking, and therefore the moſt delicate. This will 
appear, if we reflect, that upon the reading of a Fable, 
Ve are made to believe we adviſe ourſelves: We pe- 
ruſe the Author ſor the Sake of the Story, and con- 
ſider the Precep:s rather as our own Concluſions than 
his Inſtructions. This is confirm'd by the Examples 
of the wiſe Men of old, who choſe to give Counſel to 
their Princes in this Method ; an Inftance of which 
we have in a Tark;p Tale, which informs us, That the 
_ Mahamoud, by his perpetual Wars abroad, and 
© his Tyranny at home, had filled his Dominions with 
Ruin and Defolation, and half unpeopled the Perfran 
Empire. The Viſier to this great Sultan pretended to 
have learned of a certain Derviſe, to underſtand the 
Language of Birds, ſo that there was not a Bird that 
could open his Mouth, but the Viſter knew what it 
was it ſaid. As he was one Evening with the Empe- 
xor, in their return from Hunting, they ſaw a _ 
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of Owls upon a Tree that grew near an old Wall out 


of a Heap of Rubbiſh. 7 would fain know, ſays the 
Sultan, what thrſe two Owls are ſaying to one another; 
liften to their Diſcourſe, and give me an Account of it. 
The Viſier approach'd the Tree, pretending to be 
very attentive to the two Owls. Upon his return to 
the Sultan, Sir, ſays he, I have heard part of their Con- 
werſation, but dare not tell you what it is. The Sultan 
would not be ſatisfied with ſuch an Anſwer, but forced 
him to repeat, Word for Word, every thing the Owls 
had ſaid. You muſt knew then, ſaid the Viſier, that 
one of theſi Owls has a Son, and the other a Daughter, 
between whom they are now upon a Treaty of Marriage. 
The Father of the Son ſaid to the Father of the Daugh- 
ter, in my hearing, Brother, I conſent to this Marriage, 
provided you will ſittle upon your Daughter fifty ruin'd 
Villages for her Portion, To achich the Father of the 
Daughter replied, injftead if fifty, I will give her five 
Hundred, if you pleaſe, God grant a long Life to Sultan 
Mahamoud, gs“ ] he reigns over us, ave ſhall never 
avant ruin d Villages. | | 

The Story ſays, the Sultan was ſo touch'd with the 


'F able, that he rebuilt the Towns and Villages which 


had been deſtroy'd, and from that Time forward con- 


Hy fultcd the Good of his People. 


Sefer ron, Vol, VII. No. 512, O. 


ADVERSITY. 


LATO expreſles his Abhorrence of ſome Fables 

of the Poets, which ſeem to refle& on the Gods 
as the Authors of Injuſtice ; and lays it down as a 
Principle, That whatever is permitted to befal a juſt 
Man, whether Poverty, Sickneſs, or any of thoſe 
Things which ſeem to be Evils, ſhall either in Life or 
Death conduce to his Good. My Reader will ob? 
ſerve how agreeable this Maxim is to what we find de- 
livered by a greater Authority. Seneca has written a 
Diſcourſe purpoſely on this SubjeR, in which he takes 
Pains, after the Doctrine of the S29icks, to ſhew. that 
Adverſity is not in itſelf an Evil; and mentions a noble 
faying of Demetrius, That nothing would be more un- 


bfg 
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happy than a Man who had never known Afiction: He 
compares Proſperity to the Indulgence of a fond Mo- 
ther to a Child, which often proves its Ruin; but the 
Affection of the divine Being to that of a wiſe Father, 
who would have his Sons exercis d with hard Labour, 
Diſappointment and Pain, that they may gather 
Strength and improve their Fortitude. On this Occa- 
ſion, the Philoſopher riſes into that celebrated Senti— 
ment, That there is not on Earth a Spectacle more 
worthy the Regard of a Creator intent-on his Work, 
than a brave Man ſuperior to his Sufferings : To which 
he adds, 'I hat it muſt be a Pleaſure to Jupiter himſelt, 
to look down from Heaven and ſee Cato amidit the 
Ruins of his Country preſerving his Integrity. | 
SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No, 237. 
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When the Mind has been perplexed with Anxiety, . 
Cares, and Paſſions, the beſt Method of bringing it to ' 6h 
its uſual State of Tranquility, is, as much as we poſh- 1 
bly can, to turn our Thoughts to the Adverſities of | 
| Perſons of higher Conſideration in Virtue and Merit | 
, than ourſelves. By this Means, all the little Incidents of 

| our own Lives, if they are unfortunate, ſeem to be the 
Fffect of Juſtice upon our Faults and Indiſcretions. 
When thoſe whom we know to be excellent and de- f 
ſerving of a better Fate are wretched, we cannot but N 
reſign ourſelves, whom moſt know to merit a much | 
worie Fate than that we are placed in. For ſuch and | 
many other Occaſions, there 15 one admirable Relation | 
vihich one might recommend for certain Periods of 
one's Life, to touch, comfort, and improve the Heart 

of Man. Tu/ly ſays ſomewhere, the Pleaſure of a | 
Huſbandman are next to thoſe of a Philoſopher. In 

like manner one may ſay, the Pleaſures of Humanity 
are pext to thoſe of Devotion. In both theſe latter <> 
- Suusfattions, there is a certain Humiliation which ex- 

alts the Soul above its ordinary State; at the fame 4 
Time that it leſſens the Value of ourſelves, it enlarges 9 
tour Eſtimation of others. | | 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For the Good of the Publick. 

FIT HIN two Doors of the Maſquerade Houſe 
| lives an eminent Italian Chigyrgeon, arriv'd from 
2 the Carnival of Venice, of great Experience in private 
f 4 Cures; Accommodations are provided, and Perſons 
7 admitted in their Maſquerade Habits. 

; He has cured fince his coming hither, in leſs than a 

Fortnight, four Scaramouches, a Mountebank-Dottor, 

1 two Turii/- Baſſa's, three Nuns, and a Morris-dancer, 
1 Venienti occurrite Morbo. | 

N. B. Any Perſon may agree by the groſs, and be 

kept in Repair by the Year. The Doctor draws Teeth 

without pulling off your Maſk. 
SepECTaTOR, Vol. I. No. 22. T. 


O prexeat all Miſtakes that may happen among 

Gentlemen of the other End of the Town, who 

come but once a Week to St. James's Chocolate-houſe, 

4 either by miſcalling the Servants, or requiring ſuch 

| Things cf them as are not properly within their re- 

't ſpective Provinces, this is to give Notice, that Xidney, 

| Keeper of the Book-debts of the out-lying Cuſtomers, 

! and Obſerver of thoſe who go off without paying, having 

reſign'd that Employment, is ſucceeded by Jen Snow - 

dan; to whoſe Place of Enterer of Meſſuages, and firſt 

Coffee-grinder, William Bird is promoted; and Samuel 
Bardock comes as Shoe-cleaner in the Room of the 


— 
wel 


\! DN laid Bird. | 

| SPECTATOR, Vol. I. No. 24. R. 
Mi Widow Gentlewoman, well born both by Father 

U | and Mother Side, being the Daughter of Thomas 
„ Prater, once an eminent Practitioner in the Law, and af. 


Letitia Tattle, a Family well known in all Parts of this — 
Kingdom, having been reduced by Misfortunes to wait 


=” on ſcveral great Perſons, and for ſome time to be 
„ Teacher at a Boarding-ſchool of young Ladies, giveth 
1 Notice to the Publick, that ſhe hath lately A 2 2 
bo Houſe near Blogmſbury-Sguare, commodioully ſituated 

if naxt the Fields, in a good Air, where ſhe teaches alt 


ſorts 
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ſorts. of Birds of the loquacious Kinds, as Parrots, 
Starlings, Magpies and others, to imitate human 
Voices in greater Perfection than ever yet was prac- 
tiſed. They are not only inſtructed to pronounce 
Words diſtinctly, and in proper Tone and Accent, but 
to ſpeak the Language with great Purity and Volu- 


Phraſes and Compliments now in uſe either at Tea- 
tables or Viſiting-Days. Thoſe that have good Voices, 
may be brought to ſing the neweſt Opera-Airs, and if 
required, to ſpeak either /ta/ian or French, Paying 


Friends are not able to pay the full Prices, may be 
taken as Half-Boarders. She teaches ſuch as are de. 
ſign'd for the Diverſion of the Publick, and to act in 
enchanted Woods on the Theatres, by the Groſs. As 
ſhe has often obſervd with much Concern how inde- 
cent an Education 1s uſually given thoſe innocent 
Creatures, which in ſome Mealure is owing to their 

eing placed in open Rooms next the Streets, where, 
to the great Offence of chaſte and tender Ears, they 
learn Ribaldry, obſcene Songs, and immodeſt Expreſ- 
ſions from Paſſengers and idle People; as alſo to cry 
Fiſh and Card-Matches, with other uſeleſs Parts of 
Learning, to Birds who have rich Friends. She has 
fitted up proper and neat Appartments for them in the 
back Part of her ſaid Houſe ; where ſhe ſuffers none 


is deaf and dumb, and whom ſhe provided on purpoſe 
to prepare their Food ard cleanſe their Cages ; having 
found by long Experience, how hard a Thing it is for 
thoſe to keep filence who have the Uſe. of Speech, 
and the Dangers her Scholars are expoſed to by the 
ſtrong Impreſſions that are made by harſh Sounds and 
Agar Dialects. In ſhort, if they are Birds of any 
Parts or Capacity, ſhe will undertake to render them 
ſo accompliſhed in the Compaſs of twelve Months, 
that they ſhall be fit Converſation for Ladies, as love 
to chuſe their Friends and Companions out of this 


Species, 
SPECTATOR, Vol. I, No, 36. R. 
A 


bility of Tongue; together with all the faſhionable. 


ſomething above the common Rates: They whole 


to approach them but herſelf, and a Servant Maid who 
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Young Gentlewoman about nineteen Years of 
Age (bred in the Family of a Perſon of Qua- 
lity lately deceas'd) who paints the fineſt Fg Colour, 


wants a Place, and is to be heard of at the Houſe of 


Minhecr Groteſque, a Dutch Painter in Barbican, | 
N. B. She is alſo well ſcill'd in the Drapery Part, 
and puts on Hoods, and mixes Ribbons ſo as to ſuit 
the Colours of the Face with great Art and Succeſs. 
SyeECTaToR, Vol. I. No 41. R 


Hereas Mr. Bicterſtaſt, by a Letter, has re- 

ceiv'd Information, -that there are about the 
Royal Exchange a Sort of People commonly known by 
the Name of Vetters, who drink themſelves ipto an 
intermediate State of being neither drunk or ſober, be- 
tore the Hours of Change or Buſineſs; and in that 
Condition buy and fell Stocks, diſcount Notes, and 
do many other Acts of well difpos'd Citizens. This 
is to give Notice, that from this Day forward, »9 
Whitter ſhall be able to give or indorſe any Note, or 
to execute any other Point of Commerce, after the 
third half Pint before tie Hour of one; and who- 
ever ſhall tranſact any Matter or Matters with a Miet- 
ter (not being himſelf of that Order) ſhall be con- 
ducted to Moorfields upon the firit Application of his 
next akin. 

N. B. No Tavern near the Change ſhall deliver 
Wine to ſuch as drink at the Bar ſtanding, except the 
ſame ſhall be three Parts of the beſt Cyder ; and the 
Maſter of the Houſe ſhall produce a Certificate of the 
ſame from Mr. Tinteret, or ſome other credible Wine- 
Painter, 


Hereas the Model of the intended Pedlam is 
now finiſhed, and the Edifice itſelf will bè *g, 
ry ſuddenly begun, it is defir'd that all ſuch as have Re- 
lations whom they would recommend to our Care, 
would bring in their Proofs with all Speed; none being 
to be admitted of Courle but Lovers, who are put into 
an intermediate Regimen. Young Politicians alſo are 

Teceiv'd without Fees or Examination. 
TarrER, Vol, III. No 138. 
-. TRA 
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HE Cenſor having obſerv'd, that there are fine 

Ladies Shoes and Slippers put out to view at a 
great Shoemaker's Shop towards St. James's, which 
create irregular Thoughts and Deſires in the Youth of 
this Town, the ſaid Shop-keeper is requir'd to take in 
thoſe Eye-ſores, or ſhew Cauſe the next Court Day, | 
why he continues the ſame ; and he is requir'd to be b 
prepar'd particularly to anſwer to the Slippers with 7 
green Lace and blue Heels. | 

TaTtLER, Vol. III. No 143. 


Hereas the ſeveral Church-Wardens of moſt of . 

the Pariſhes within the Bills of Mortality have, 4. 

in an earneſt Manner, apply'd themſelves by way of * 
Petition. and have alſo made a Preſentment of the vain 
and looſe Deportment during divine Service, of Perſons 
of too great Figure in all their ſaid Pariſhes for their 
Reproof. And whereas it is therein ſet forth, that by 
Salutations given each other, Hints, Shrugs, Ogles, 

+ playing of Fans, and fooling with Canes at their 
Mouths, and o her wanton Geſticulations, their whole i 
Congregatioa appears rather a theatrical Audience, | 
than a Place of Devotion. It is hereby order'd, 
that all Canes, Cravats, Boſom- Laces, Muffs, Fans, 

Snuff- Boxes, and all other Inſtruments made uſe of 

to give Perſons unbecoming Airs, ſhall be immediately 

forfeited and fold ; and from the Sum ariſing from 

the Sale thereof, a »inth Part ſhall be paid to the Poor, W- 
and the 7 to the Overleers. | 


TaTLER, Vol. III. No 166. 
For the Benefit of my Female Readers, 


HIS ſerves to inform them, that the gilt Cha- 

riot, the Diamond Ring, the Gold Snuff- Box, 

ang, Zrocade Sword-Knot, are no eſſential Part of a 
fe Gentleman; but may be uſed by him, provided e 
ba caſts his Eyes upon them but once a Day. Ky 
| GUARDIan, Vol. I. No 34, | 
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ADULT ERE RS. 


Dulterers in the firſt Ages of the Church were 
excommunicated for ever, and unqualify'd all 
their Lives from bearing a Part in Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies; notwithſtanding they might ſeek it with Tears, 
and all the Appearance of the moſt unfeigned Repen- 


tance. 


SyecTaToR, Vol. VIII. No 579. 


AFFECTATION. 


Late Converſation which I fell into, gave me 

an Opportunity of obſerving a great deal of 
Beauty in a very handſome Woman, and as much Wit 
in an ingenious Man, turned into Deformity in the 
one, and Abſurdity in the other, by the meer Force of 
Affectation. The fair one had ſomething in her Per- 
ſon, upon which her Thoughts were fixed, that ſhe 
attempted to ſhew to Advantage in every Look, Word, 
and Geſture. The Gentleman was as diligent, to do 
Juſtice to his fine Parts, as the Lady to ner beauteous 
Form. You might ſee his Imagination on the Stretch 
to find out ſomething uncommon, and what they call 
bright, to entertain her, while ſhe twiſted herſelf into 
as many different Poſtures to engage him. When ſhe 
laugh'd, her Lips were to ſever at a greater Diſtance 
than ordinary, to ſhew her Teeth ; her Fan was to 
point to ſomewhat at a Diſtance, that in the Reach 
the may diſcover the- Roundneſs of her Arm, then ſhe 
is utterly miſtaken in what ſhe aw, falls back, ſmiles 
at her own Folly, and is ſo wholly diſcompos'd, that 
her Tucker is to be adjuſted, her Boſom expos'd, and 
the whole Woman put into new Airs and Graces. 
While ſhe was doing all this, the Gallant had Iime 
to think of ſomething very p'eaſant to ſay next to 
her, or make ſome unkind Obſervation on ſome other 
Lady, to pleaſe her Vanity. Theſe unhappy Effects 
of Affectation naturally lead to that ſtrange State of 


Mind, which ſo generally diſcolours the Behaviour of 
molt People we meet with, 


But 
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| But this apparent Affectation, ariſing from an ifl- 
. govern'd Conſclouſneſs, is not ſo much to be won- 
1 der'd at in ſuch looſe and trivial Minds as theſe, but 
1 when you ſee it in Characters of Worth and Diſtine- 
J tion, it is what you cannot but lament ; it creeps into 3 
the Heart of the wiſe Man as well as the Coxcomb. bo 
The beſt Way to get clear of ſuch a light Fondneſs of 
| for Applauſe, is to take all poſſible Care to throw off 
| the Love of it upon Occaſions that are not in themſelves 
ic laudable; of this Nature are all Graces in Mens Per- 
1 ions, Dreſs and bodily Deportment, which will be 
| naturally winning and attractive, if we think not up- 
on them, but loſe their Force in Proportion to our En- 
deavour to make them ſuch. 

Ir is only from a thorough Diſregard to himſelf in 
ſuch Particulars, that a Man can act with a laudable 
Sufficiency; his Heart is fixed upon one Point in 
View, and he commits no Errors, becauſe he thinks 
nothing an Error but what deviates from that Iuten- 


tion. . x 
The wild Havock Affectation makes in that Part of 1 | 
the World which ſhould be moſt polite, is viſible. It | 
puſhes Men not only into Impertinencies in Converſa- 
tion, but alſo in their premeditated Speeches; at the 
Bar it torments the Bench, and often aſcends the Pul- 
Pit itſelf, and the Declaimer is frequently ſo imperti- 
nently witty, ſpeaks of the laſt Day with ſo many 
quaint Phraſes, that there 1s no Man who underſtands 
Raillery, but muſt reſolve to fin no more; nay, you © 
may behold him ſometimes in Prayer, for a proper 
Delivery of the great 'Truths he is to utter, humble 
himſelf with ſo well a turn'd Phraſe, and mention his 
own Unworthineſs in a Way ſo very becoming, that 


the Air of the pretty Gentleman is preſerv'd under . 

_the&Lowlineſs of the Preacher | ſhall end this with 5 
a ſhort Letter I writ the other Day to a very witty } 
Man, over-run with the Fault I am ſpeaking of. 1 
Dear Sir, | 


Spent ſome Time with you the other Day, ard 
muſt take the Liberty of a Friend to tell you of 
the unſufferable Affectation you are guilty of in all you 
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ſay and do. When I gave you a Hint of it, you 
aſſed me whether a Man is to be cold to what his 
Friends think of him ? No, but Praiſe is not to be 
the Entertainment of every Moment : He that hopes 


for it muſt be able to ſuſpend the Poſſeſſions of it, till 


proper Pcriods of Life, or Death itſelf ; if you would 
not rather be commended than be Praiſe-worthy, con- 
temn little Merits, and allow no Man to be ſo free 
with you as to praiſe you to your Face. Your Vanity 
by this Means will want its Food, at the ſame Time 


your Paſſion for Eſteem will be more fully gracify'd, 


Men will praiſe you in their Actions ; where you now 
receive one Complement, you will receive twenty 
Civilities, till then you will never have either further 
than, | 
Sir, Your humble Servant. 
SpECTATOR, Vol I. No 38. R. 


The great Misfortune of Affectation is, that Men 
not only loſe a good Quality, but alſo contract a 
bad one. They not only are unfit for what they were 
deſign'd, but they aſſign themſelves to what they are 
unfit for; and inſtead of making a very good Figure 
one Way, make a very ridiculous one another. If 
Semanthe would have been ſatisfy'd with her natural 
Complexion, ſhe might have been ſtill celebrated by 
the Name of the Olive Beauty; but Semanthe has 
taken up an Affectation to white and red, and is now 
diſtinguiſh'd by che CharaQer of the Lady that paints 
well. In a Word, could the World be reform'd to 
the Obedience of that fam'd Dictate, Follow Nature, 
which the Oracle of Delpbos pronounced to Cicero, 
when he conſulted what Courſe of Studies he ſhould 
Puriue, we ſhould fee almoſt every Man as eminent 
in his proper Sphere, as Tuily was in his; and ſhould 
in a very ſhort Time find Impertinence and Affecta- 
tion baniſh'd from among the Women, and Coxcombs 
and falſe Characters from among the Men, For uy 
Part, I could never conſider this prepoſterous Repugs”. | 
nancy to Nature any otherwiſe, than not only as the * 
Sreateſt Folly, but allo one of the moſt heinous 
Crimes, ſince it is a direct Oppoſition to the Diſpoſi- 

| uon 
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tion of Providence; and (as Tu/ly expreſſes it) like 
the Sin of the Giants, an actual Rebellion againſt 
Heaven. 


SPECTATOR, Vol. VI. No 404. 


 AFFECTI1ONS. 


HEN Labour was pronounc'd to be the Por- 

tion of Man, that Doom reach'd the Affection 

of his Mind as well as his Perſon ; the Matter on 
which he was to feed, aid all the Animal ard Vege- 
table World about him. There is therefore an aſſi- 
duous Care and Cultivation to be beſtow'd upon our 
Paſſions and Affections, for they are the Excreſcences 
of our Souls, like our Hair and Bcards, look horrid 
or becoming, as we cut or let 'em grow ; this may be 
accounted for in the Behaviour of Duwnwir, the Huſ- 
band and Keeper. Ten thouſand Follies had this un- 
happy Man eſcap'd, had he made a Compact with 
I himſelf to be upon his Guard, and not permitted his 
vagrant Eye to let in ſo many different Inclinations 
upon him, as all his Days he has been perplex'd with; 
but indeed, at preſent he has brought himſelf to be 


huis Wife, Duumwir paſles his Hours in all the V iciſſi- 
I | tudes which attend Paſſion avd Affection, without the 
| Intervention of Reaſon. Laura his Wife, and Phill:s 
his Miſtreſs, are all with whom he has had, for ſome 
Months, the leaſt amorous Commerce. Duumwir has 
palſs'd the Noon of Life, but cannot withdraw from thoſe 
Entertainments which are pardonable only before that 
Stage of our Being, and which after that Seaſon are 
rather Puniſiments than SatisfaCtions : for a pall'd Ap- 
petite is humorous, and muſt be gratify'd with Sauces 
rather than Food. For which End Duumwir is provi- 
ded with an haughty, imperious, expenſive and fan- 
| «4 taſtick Mijireſs; to whom he retires from the Conver- 
ſation of an affable, humble, diicreet and affectionate 
Wife. Laura receives him, after Abſence, with an 
, eaſy and unaffected Complacency ; but that he calls 
| infipid : Phillis rates him for his Ablence, and bids 
+ him return from whence he came: [This he calls Spi- 
| Tit 
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confin'd to one prevailing Miſtreſs, between whom and 
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lit and Fire. Laura's Gentleneſs is thought mean, 
wi Phillis's Inſolence ſprightly. Were you to fee him 
at his own Home, and his Miſtreſs's Lodgings; to 
Phillis he appears an obſequious Lover, to Laura an 
imperious Maſter. 

Nay, ſo unjuſt is the Taſte of Duumwir, that he 
owns Laura has no ill Quality, but that ſhe is his 
Wife; Phillis no good one, but that ſhe is his Miſ- 
s treſs, and he himſelf has often ſaid, were he marry'd 
to any one elſe, he would rather keep Laura than any 
Woman living, yet allows at the ſame Time, that 
Phillis, if ſhe was a Woman of Honour, would have 
been the moſt inſipid Animal breathing : In a Word, 
the affectionate Part of his Heart —_— corrupted, 
and his true Taſte that Way truly loſt, he has con- 
4 tracted a Prejudice to all the Behaviour of Laura, and 
. a general Partiality in Favour of Phillis, There is 

N ſomething too melancholy in this Circumſtance to be 

| the Subject of Raillery. | 
bY TaTLER, Vol. II. No 54. 
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AFFLICTION. 


RUE AfﬀiQtion labours to be inviſible ; it is a 
Stranger to Ceremony, and bears in its own 
Nature a Dignity much above the I ttle Circumſtances 
which are affected under the Notion of Decency. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. Il. Nogs. L 
It would be endleſs to enumerate the many fantaſti- 
cal Afflictions that diſturb Mankind; but as a Miſery 
is not to be meaſur'd -from the Nature of the Evil, 
but from the Jemper of the Sufferer, I ſhall preſent 
my Readers, who are unhappy either in Reality or 
(7% Imagination, with an Allegory which Homer has tug- 
FE geſled to me. 5 N 
When Jupiter took into his Hands the Government 
of the World, the ſeveral Parts of Nature, with the 
preſiding Deities, did Homage to him; one preſented. 
him with a Mountain of Winds, another with a Ma-- 
me of Hail, and a third with a Pile of Thunder- 
olts. The Stars offer'd up their Influences, the 
Ocean gave in his Trident, the Earth her Fruit, and 


the 
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22 The BEAUTIES of 
the Sun his Seaſons. Among the ſeveral Deities who 
came to make their Court on this Occaſion, the Offi- 
ies advanced with two great Tuns carry'd before 
them, one of which they fixed on the right Hand of 
Jupiter as he ſat upon his Throne, and the other on 
his left; the firſt was filled with all the Bleſſings, and 
the other with all the Calamities of human Life. Tu- 
iter, in the beginning of his Reign, finding the 
World much more innocent than it is in this Iron Age, 
poured very plentifully out of the Tun that ſtood at 
his Right Hand ; but as Mankind degenerated, and 
became unworthy of his Blefiings, he ſet abroach 
the other Veilel that filled the World with Pain and 
Poverty, Battles and Diſtempers, Jealouſy and Falſe- 
hood, intoxicating Pleaſures and untimely Deaths. 
He was at length very much incens'd at the great 


Depravations of human Nature, and the repeated 


Provocations which he receiv'd from all Parts of the 
Earth, that having reſfolv'd to deſtroy all the whole 
Species except Deucalion and Pyirha, he commanded 
the Deſtinies to gather up the Bleſſings which he had 
thrown away upon the Sons of Men, and lay them 
up until the World ſhould be inhabited by a more vir- 
tuous and deſerving Race of Mortals. 

The three Siſters immediately repaired to the Earth, 
in ſearch of the ſeveral Bleſſings that had been ſcat- 
ter'd on it, but found the Tat; which was enjoin'd 
them to be much more difncult than they imagin'd. 
The firft Places they reiorted to, as the moſt likely to 
ſucceed in, were Cities, Palaces and Courts; but in— 
Read of mecting with what they looked for here, they 
found notning but Envy, Repining, Uneaſineſs, and 
the like bitter Ingredients of the Left hand,, Veſſel. 
Whereas to their great Surprize, they Giicover'd Con- 
tent, Chea fulneſs, Health, Innocence, and other 
the moſt ſubſtintial Bleſings of Life in Cottages, 
Shades, and Solitude. 

There was z nother Circumſtance no leſs unexpected 
than the former, and which gave them very great 
Perplexity in the Diſcharge of the Truſt, which Jupiter 
had committed to them. They obſerv'd that ſeveral 
Bleſlings had degenerated into Calamities, and that 

| | | ſeveral 
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ſeveral Calamities had improv'd into Bleſſings, ac- 
cording as they fell into the Poſſeſſion of wiſe or 
fooliſh Men. Ihey often found Power with ſo much 
Inſolence and Impatience cleaving to it, that it be- 
came a Misfortune to the Perſon o whom it was con- 
ferr'd ; Youth had often Diſtemp-r3 growing about it, 
worſe than the Infirmities of old Age ; Wealth was of- 
ten united to ſuch a ſordid Avarice, as made it the 
moſt uncomfortable and painful Kind of Poverty. On 
the contrary, they often found Vain made glorious by 
Fortitude, Poverty loſt in Content, Deformity beau- 
tify'd with Virtue. In a Wo d, the Bleflings were 
often like good Fruits planted in a ba] Soil, that by 
Degrees fall off from their natural Reliſh, into Taſtes 
altogether inſipid or unwholiome ; and the Calami- 
ties, like harſh Fruits, cultivated in a good Soil, and 
enrich'd by proper Grafts ard Incculations, till they 
{well with generous and delightſul Juices. 

There was itil! a third Circumſtance as occaſion'd as 
great a Surprize to the three Siſters, as either of the 
toregoing, when they diicover'd ſeveral Calamities 
w hich had never been in either of the Tuns that ſtood 
by the I hrone of Jupiter, and were nevertheleſs a 
great Occaſions of Happineſs or Miſery as any there. 
Theſe were that ſpurious Crop of Bleſſings and Cala- 
mities which were never ſown by the Hand of the 
Deity, but grow of themiclves out of the Fancies and 
Diſpoſition of human Creatures; ſuch are Dreſs, Ti- 
tles, Place, Equipage, falſe Shame and groundleſs Fear, 
with the like vain Imaꝑinations that ſhoot up in trifling 
weak and irie.vlute Minds. The Deſiaies finding them- 
ſelves in ſo great a Perplexity, concluded that it wou'd © 
be impoſiivle for them to execute tile Commands that 
had been given them, according to their firlt Inten- 
tion; tor which Reaſon they agreed to throw all the 
Elethngs and Calamities together into one large Veſſel, 
and in that Manner offer them up at the Feet of Ju- 
piter. This was perform'd accordingly, the eldeſt 
viiter preſenting herſelf before the Veſſel, and intra- 
ducing it with an Apology for what they had done. 

O Jupiter {//ays je) abe have gi thered together all 
the Gied and Evil, the Comforts and Diſire/«5 of human 


Life, 
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Life, which we thus preſent before thee in one promiſcuous 9 
Heap We beſeech thee that thou thyſelf wilt ſort then: | 
for the future, as in thy Wiſdom thou ſhalt think fit; for 
abe acknowledge that there is none beſide thee that can judge 
abhat will occaſion Grief or Foy in the Heart of a human 
Creature, and what will prove a Bleſſing or a Calamity 
ta the Perſon on whom it is beſtoav'd. | 88 1 
TarrER, Vol. III. No 147 ? 


"ROE: 


F all the impertinent Wiſhes which we hear ex- 
preſs'd in Converſation, there is not one more 
unworthy a Gentleman, or a Man of liberal Educa- 
tion, than that of wiſhing one's ſelf younger. It is 
a certain Sign of a fooliſh or a diflolute Mind, if we 
want our Youth again, only for the Strength of Bones 
and Sinews which we were once Maſters of; it is as 
abſurd in an old Man to wiſh for the Strength of a 
Youth, as it would be in a young Man to wiſh for the 
Strength of a Bull or a Horſe. Thoſe Wiſhes are 4 
both equally out of Nature, which ſhould direct in all 8 
Things that are not contradictory to Juſtice, Law, 
and Reaſon. ä 
Age in a virtuous Perſon of either Sex carries in 
it an Authority, which makes it preferable to all the 
Pleaſures of Youth ; if to be conſulted, ſaluted, and 
attended with Deference, are inſtances of Pleaſure, 
they are ſuch as never fail a virtuous old Age. In the 
Enumeration of the Imperfections and Advantages of 
the younger and later Years of Man, they are fo near 
in their Condition, that methinks it ſhould be incredi- 4% 
ble we ſee ſo little Commerce of Kindneſs between pf 
them. If we conſider Youth and Age with 7ully, re- N 
garding the Affinity to Death. Vouth has many more 4 
Chances to be near it than Age ; what Youth can ſay 3 
more than an old Man? He ſhall live till Night; 
Youth catches Diſtempers more caſily, in Sickneſs 5 
more violent, and its Recovery more doubtful. The y 
Yeuth indeed hopes for many more Days, ſo cannot f 
4 


the old Man. The Youth's Hopes are ill- grounded; 
for what is more fooliſh than to place any Confidence 
upon 
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upon an Uncertainty ? But the old Man has not Room 


ſo much as for Hope, he is ſtill happier than the 
Youth, he has already enjoy'd what the cther does 
but hope for ; one wiſhes to live long, the other has 
lived long. But alas..15 there any thing in human 
Life, the Duration of which can be called long ? 
There is nothing which muſt end, to be valu'd for its 
Continuance. If Hours, Days, Months and Years 
paſs away, it is no matter what Hour, what Day, or 
what Year we die. The Applauſe of a good Actor is 
due to him at whatever Scene of the lay he makes 
his Exit. It is thus in the Life of a Man of Senſe, 
a ſhort Life is ſufficient to manifeſt himſelf a Man of 
Honour and Virtue + when he ceaſes to be ſuch, he 
has lived too long, and while he & ſuch, it is of no 
Conſequence to him how long he ſhall! be to, provi- 
ded he is fo to his Life's End. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No 153. T. 


AGREEABLE Man. 


HE Defire of pleaſing makes a Man agreeable 

or unwelcome to thoſe with v hom he converſes, 
according to the Motive from which that Inclination 
appears to flow. If your Concern for picaſing others 
ariſes from innate Lenevolence, it never fails of Suc- 
cels; if from a Vanity to excel, its Diſappointmeat 
is no Jeſs certain. What we call an agrecable Man, 
is he who is cndow'd with the vatura! be: t to do ac- 
ceptable I hings, from a Delight he takes in them 
meerly as ſuch ; and the Atie&ation of that Character 
is What conf}i:utes a Fop. Under thele Leaders one 
may draw up all thoſe who make any manner of Fi- 
gure, except in dumb Show. A rational and telect Con- 
vertation is compos'd of Per.ons who have the Ta— 
lent of pleaſing with Nelicacy of Sentiments, lowing 
trom habitual Chaſtity of 'l houglit, Now and then 
vou meet with a Man o exactly formed for pleaſing, 
hat wil make him gain upon every Body who hears 
or beholds him. Tais Felicity is not the Gift ef 
Nature only, but mult be attended with happy Cir- 
gumſtances, which add a Dign':ty to the familiar Pe. 
| $9 Beha. 
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Behaviour which diſtinguiſhes him whom we call the 


agreeable Man, It 3s from this that every Rody 
loves and eſteems Pohhcartus. He 1s in the Vigour 
of his Age and the Gaiety of his Lite, but has paſled 
through very conſpicuous Sr;nes in it, though no 
Soldier, he has ſhared the Danger, and acted with 
great Gallantry and Generoſity in a deciſive Day 
of Pattle. To have thoſe Qualities which only make 
other Men congpicuous in the World, as it were ſu- 
pernumerary in him, is a Circumſtance which gives 
Weight to his moſt indifferent Actions; for as a known 
Credit is ready Caſh to a Trader, ſo is acknowledg'd 
Merit immediate Diſtinction, and ſerves in the Place 
Gf Equipage to a Gentleman. 'I his renders Pcly-ar- 
pus graceful in Mirth, important in Buſfineſs, and re- 
garded with Love in every ordinary Occurrence. 

| SerECTaror, Vol. IV. No 280. T. 


AGREEABLE in Company. 


HE true Art of being agreeable in Company 
(but there can be no ſuch Thing as true Art in 
t is to appear. welt pleaſed wich thoſe you are en- 
gag'd with, and rather to ſeem well entertain'd than 
to bring En ertainment to others. A Man thus di— 
ipos'd is not what we ordinary call a good Comp a- 
nion, but eſſentially is ſuch, and in a'l Parts of his 
Converſation has ſomething friendly in his Behaviour, 
which co: an 2 ens Minds moe than the higheſt 
Sal '&s of Wit or Stats of Humour can poffibly do. 
he Feebleneſs of Age in a Man of- this Turn has 
ſometbhing which ſh ould be treated with P. eſpect even 
na Man no othervie venerable. The Foiwardneſs 
of Youth, when it proceeds from Alacrity, and not 
Inſolence, has alio its Allowances. The Companion 
who is form'd for ivch by Nature, gives to every 
Character in Life its de Regard, ard is ready to 
account for their Impei fections. and receive their Ac- 
con pliſtments as if they were tis own. It mult ap- 
pear that you receive Di from, ard not give it to 
our Company, to make you agrecable. 
SPECTATOR, Vel. V. No 386. T 
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ALLEGORIES 


Llegories, when well choſen, are like ſo many 
| Tracks of Light, in a Diſcourſe that makes 
every thing about them ſeem clear and beautiful, A 
noble Metaphor, when it is placed to Advantage, caſts 
a Glory round it, and darts a Luſtre through a whole 
Sentence. Theſe different Kinds of Alluſion are but 
ſo many different Manners of Similityde, and that 
they may pleaſe the Imagination, the ck. ought 
to be very exact, or very agreeably, as we love to 
ſee a Picture where the Reſemblance is juſt, or the 
Picture and Air graceful ; but we find eminent Wri— 
tes very faulty in this Reſpect. Great Scholars are 
apt to fetch Compariſons and Alluſions from the Sci— 
ences in which they are moſt converiant, ſo that a 
Man may ſee the Compats of their Learning in a 
Treatiſe on the moſt indifferent Subject. I have. read 
a Diſcourſe upon Love, which none but a profound 
Chemiſt could underſtand ; on the contrary, your 
Men of Buſineſs uſually have Recourſe to ſuch Initan: 
ces as are too mean and familiar. They are for 
drawing the Reader into a Game of Chefs or Tennis. 
or for leading him from Shop to Shop in the Cant 
of particular Trades and Employment-. It is cer- 
tin there may be found an infinite Vaiiety of very 
agreeable Alluſions in beth theſe Kinds, but for the 


Generality, the moſt entertaining ones lie in the 
Works of Nature, which are obvious to all Capa- 
cities, and more delightful than what i: to be found 


in Arts and Sciences. 
They ſet of all Writings in general, and are the 
very Life and higheſt Perfection of Poctry, whete it 
ihines in an eminent Degree; it has preſery'd ſeveral 
Perſons for ſeveral Ages, that have nothing elſe to 
retommend them, ad where all the other Beauties 
are preſent, the Work appears dry and inſipid if 
this ſingle one be wanting. It has ſomeching in :t 
like Creation; it beſtowe a Kind of Exiftence, and 
d:aws up to the Reader's View ſeveral Object: which 
are not to be found in Being. It makes Additions 
in Nature, and gives a greater Variety to Cc; * 
* ) 
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Behaviour which diſtinguiſhes him whom we call the 
agreeable Man. It is from this that every Rody 
loves and eſteems Polycarfus. He 1s in the Vigour 
of his Age and the Gaiety of his Lite, but has paſled 
through very conſpicuous Srpnes in it, though no 
Soldier, he has ſhared the Danger, and acted with 
great Gallantry and Generoſity in a deciſive Day 
of Battle. To have thoſe Qualities which only make 
other Men congpicuous in the World, as it were ſu- 
pernumerary in him, is a Circumſtance which gives 
Weight to his moſt indifferent Actions; for as a known 
Credit is ready Caſh to a Trader, ſo is acknowledg'd 
Merit immediate Diſtinction, and ſerves in the Place 
Gf Equipage to a Gentleman. T his renders Pcly-ar- 
pus gracetul in Mirth, important in Buſineſs, and re- 
garded with Love in every ordinary Occurrence. 
Sprcraror, Vol. IV. No 280. T. 


AGREEABLE In Company. 


HE true Art of being agreeable in Company 
(but there can be no ſuch Thing as true Art in 
it) is to appear. well pleaſed wich thoſe you are en- 
Zag'd with, and rather to ſeem well entertain'd than 
to bring En ertainment to others. A Man thus di— 
ſpos d is not what we ordinary call a good Compa- 


nion, but eſſentially is ſuch, and in all Parts of his. 


Converſation has ſomething friendly in his Behaviour, 
which conſolidates Mens Mia moge than the higheſt 
Sallies of Wit or Stats of Humour can pofibly do. 
'{ he Feebleneſs of Age in a Man of this Turn has 


ſometbing Which 1 ould be treated with P.eſpe& even 


na Man no othervie venerable. The Felwardneſs 
of Youth, when it proceeds from Alacrity, and not 
Inſolence, has alio its Allowances. The Companion 
who is form'd for fvch by Nature, gives to every 
Character in Life its de Regard, ard is ready to 


account ſor their eee and receive their Ac- 


comphiſhments as if they were Lis own. It mult ap- 
pear that you receive (Bob from, ard not give it to 
} our Company, to make you agrecable. 
5 
SPECTATOR, Vel. V. No 386. T 
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ALLEGORIESC 


Llegories, when well choſen, are like ſo many 
A Tracks of Light, in a Diſcourſe that makes 
every thing about them {eem clear and beautiful, A 
noble Metaphor, when it is placed to Advantage, caſts 
a Glory round it, and darts. a Luſtre through a whole 
Sentence. Theſe different Kinds of Alluſion are but 
ſo many different Manners of Similiggde, and that 
they may pleaſe the Imagination, the Mace onght 
to be very exact, or very agreeably, as we love to 
ſee a Picture where the Releinblance is juſt, or the 
Picture and Air graceful ; but we find eminent Wri— 
Great Schools are 
apt to fetch Compariſons and Alluſions from the Sci- 
ences in which they are moſt converiant, ſo that a 
Man may ſee the Compats of their Learning in a 
have read 


a Diſcourſe upon Love, which nove but a profound 


Chemiſt could underſtand ; on the contrary, your 
Men of Buſineſs uſually have Recourſe to ſuch Inſtan- 
ces as are too mean and familiar. They are ſor 
drawing the Reader into a Game of Chels or Tenn! 

or for leading him from Shop to Shop in the Cant 
of particular Trades and Employments. It is cer— 
tun there may be found an infinite Variety of very 
agreeable Alluſions in both theſe Kinds, but for the 
Generality, the moſt entertaining one lie in the 
Works of Nature, which are obvious to ail. Capa 
cities, and more delightful chan what i: to be found 


in Arts and Sciences. 


They ſect: of all Writings in general, and are the 
very Life an! higheſt Perfection of Poctry, wheie it 


| ihines in an eminent Degree; it has preſerv'd ſevera 


Perſons for ſeveral Ages, that have nothing elſe to 


relommend them, and where all the other Beauties 
rere prelent, 
his üngle one be wanting. 
{ like Creation; it beſtowe a Kind of Exiftence, and 
3 d:aws up to the Reader's View ſeveral Object: which 
| are not to be found in Being. 


the Work appears dry and inſipid if 
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Works. In a Word, it is able to beautify and 
adorn the mott i luſtrious Scenes in the  Umiverie, or 
to fill the Mind with more gloriods Shews and Appa- 
ritions than can be found in any Part of it. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. VI. No 421. O. 


An Allegory is ike the Fealth we get by hunting, as 
we arc engag'd in an agreeable Purſuit that draws us on 
with Pleat: re, nd makes us inſenſible of the! "at1gues 
that accompÞSy it — Tara, Vol. III. No. 147. 

As tome 2 the fin ſt Compoſitions among the Anci— 
ents are an Allegory, I have endeavour'd in ſeveral of 
my Papets to revive that Way of writing, and hope 
1 have not bcen unſucceſsful in it; for I tind e thereis 
alway3 a great Demand for thoſe particular Papers, 
ard cannot but obſerve that ſeveral Authors have en— 
deavoar'd of late to excel in Works of this Nature. 
Among theſe ] do not krow one who has ſucceeded 


better than a very -ingenious Gentleman, to whom I 


am oblig'd for the following Piece, 

"How: are we tortur'd with the Abſerce of what we co- 
vet to poſſeſs, when it appears to be loſt to us! What 
Eycarhons does the Soul make in Imagination after it! 
and Po, does it turn into ittelf again more fooliſhly, 

tond, and 0 Lok at the Dilappointment ? Our Grief, 
inſtead of having Recourle to Reaſon, which might re- 
Joan n it, ſea! ches to find a further Non en; it 
ca)! upon Memory to relate the ſeveral Paſſages and 
Circumitances of Satisfaciions which we formerly en- 
jov'd, the Pleaſures, we py 1cias d by thoſe Riches 
that are taken from us, or the P Ower ard Sp lendor of 
Hur departed Nonours ;z or the? \ oce; the Words, the 
Looks, the Temp: r and Aﬀections of our Friends that 
are d-ccas'd. It needs mult | happen {from hence, that 
e Paton ſhculd often {well to ſuch a Size as ſhould 
„It the Heart which contains it, if Time did not 
make theſe Circumſtances leis ſtrong and lively; fo 
that Reaſon ſhould become a more equal Match for 
the Pai lon, or if another Deſtre, which becomes more 


preſent, did not overpower them With a livelier Re- 


5 


-reſentation. Thoſe are "Thoughts which 1 had, 
Wien I ſell imo a Kind of \ ihon upon this Subject, 
| and 
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and may therefore ſtand for a proper Introduction to 
a Relation of it. | 

I found myſelf upon a naked Shore with Company, 
whoſe afflicted Countenances witneſs'd thew Conditions. 
Before us flowed a Water deep, ſilent, and called the 
River of Tears, which iſſuing from two Fountains on 
an upper Ground, encompaſs'd an land that lay be- 
The Boat which plied in it was old and ſhat- 
ter'd, having been ſometimes overſet by the Impati- 
ence and Haſte of ſingle Paſſengers, t arrive at the 
other Side. This was immediately brought to us by 
Mi:fortune, who ſteers it, and we were all preparing 
to take our Places, when there appear'd a Woman ot 
a mild and compos'd Behaviour who began to deter 
us from it, by repreſenting the Danger that would at- 
tend our Voyage. Hercupon ſome who knew her for 
Paticnce, and ſome of thoſe too, who till then cried 


the loudeſt, were perſuaded by her, and return'd back. 


The reſt of us went in, and ſhe (whoſe good Nature 
would not ſuffer her to forſake Perions in Trouble) de- 
fir'd Leave to accompany us, that ſhe might at leat 
adminiſter ſome {mall Comfort or Advice while we 
failed. We were no fooner emba:k'd, but the Boat 
was puſhed off, the Sheet was ſpread, and being filed 
with S7ghs, which are the Winds of that Country, we 
made a Paſſage to the farther Pank thro” ſeveral Diflicul- 
ties, of which moſt of us ſeemed utterly regardleſs. 
When we landed, we perceiv'd the Ifland to be 
ſtrangely overcaſt with Fogs, which no Brightneſs could 
pierce ; ſo that a Kind of a gloomy Horror ſat always 
brooding over it. This had tomething in it very ſhock- 


ing to ealy Tempers, inſomuch that ſome others, whom 


Patience had by this Time gained over, left us here, 
and privily convey'd themſelves round the Verge of 


the Iſlard, to find a Ford, by which ſhe told them 


taey might eſcape. 

For my Part, I fill went along with thoſe who were 
for piercing into the Centre of the Place ; and joining 
ourſelves to others, whom we found upon the ſame 
Journey, we marched ſolemnly as at a Funeral, through 
bordering Hedges of Roſemary, and through a Grove 
of Yew Trees, which love to overſhadow Tombs, and 
C 3 flourich 
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flouriſh in Chwich-Y.rds. Here we heard on every 
Side the Wailings and Complaints of the Inhabitants, 
bo had. caſt themſelves diſconſolately at the Feet of 
Trees ; and as we chanced to approach any of thcſe, 
we might perceive them wringing their Hands, beating 
their Breaſts, tearing their Hair, or after ſome other 
Manner, viſibly agitated, with Vexa ion. Our Sor- 
rows were height:n'd by the Influence of Whet we 
ſaw and heard, and one of our Number was wrovght 
up to ſuch a Pitch of Wildneſs, as to talk of hanging 
himſelf pon a Bough which ſhot temptingly acroſs the 
Path we travell'd in; but he was reſtrain'd from it by 
the kind Endeavours of our abovemention'd Com- 
pan on. 

We had now gotten into the moſt duſky ſilent Part 
of the Ifland, and by the redoubled Sounds of Sighs, 
v hich make a doleful Whiſtling in the Branches, the 


Thickneſs of Air whi.ch occaſion'd faintiſh Reſpira- 


tion, and the viol nt Throbb'ngs of Heart which more 
and more affected us, we found that we approach'd the 
Cite 57 Crisef, It was a wide, hollow, and melan- 
choly Cave, funk cecp into a Dale, ard water'd by 
Rivulets that had a Colour between red and black. 
Thee kept Cow and half cor gcal'd amongſt its wind- 
ings, and mixed their heavy Murmurs with the Eccho 
of Groans, that ro!led through all their Paſſages. In 
the moſt retir'd Part ſat the %%, Being herielf ; the 
Path to ber was ſtrewed with Goads, Stings, ard 
Thorns, and her Throne on which ſhe ſat was broken 
into a Rock, with rag: ed Pieces pointing upwards for 
her to lean upen. A heavy Miſt hung about her, her 
Head, oppreſ:'d with it, rcclin'd upon her Arm: 
Thus did {ke reign over her diſconſolate Subjeds, ful! 
of her'eif to Stupidity, in eternal Penſiveneſe, and the 
profoundeſt Silence. Cn one Side of her ſtood De- 
76751, juſt dropping into a Swoon, and Palene/s, walt- 
Ing to a Skeleton ; on the other Side were. Care, in- 
ward!ly tormented with Imaginations, and Arguifh, ſuf- 
fering outward Tr:ubles, to ſack the Blood from her 
Heart, in the Shape of Yultures, The whole Vault 
had a genuine Diſmalneſs in it, with a few ſcatter'd 
Lamps, whoſe bluiſh Flames aroſe, and furk in their 
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Urns, diſcover'd to our Eyes with Increaſe. Some cf 
as fell down, overcome and ſpent with what they ſuf- 
fer'd in the Way, and were given over to theſe Tor- 
mentors that ſtood on either Hand of the Preſence ; 
others, galled and mortify'd with Pain, recover'd the 
Entranc:, where Patience, whom we had left be- 
hind, was ſtill waiting to receive us. 

With her {whoſe Company was now become more 
grateful to us, by the Want we found of her) we 
winded round the Grotto, and aſcended at the Back ot 
it; cut of the mournful Dale ia whoſe Bottom it 
lay, On this Eminence we. halted by her Advice, to 
pant for Breath ; and lifting our Eyes, which till then 
were fixed downwards, felt a ſullen Sort of Satisfac- 
tion, in obſerving through the Shades what Numbers 
had enter'd the Iſland. This Satisfactiop, which ap- 
pears to have ill Nature in it, was excuſable, becaute 
it happen'd at a Time, when we were too much taken up 
with our own Concern, to have Reſpect to that of ochers; 
and therefore we did not conſider them as ſuffering, 


but ourſelves as not ſuffering in the molt forlorn Hſtate. 


It had alſo the Groind-work of Humanity and Cos. 
paſſion in it, thiou h the Mind was then too da E 24 
too deep y engag'd to perceive it; but as we proceud- 


ed onwards, it began to diſcover itſelf, and from ab- 


ſerving that others were unhappy, we came to quei“ 
tion one another when it was that we met, and what 
was the ſad Occaſions that brought us together ? Then 
we heard our Stories, we compar'd them, we mutval'y 
gave and recciv'd Pity, and fo by Degrees became to- 
lerable Company. : 

A conſiderable Part of the troubleſome Roal was 
thus deceiv'd ; at length the Openings of the Trees 
grew larger, the Air ſeem'd thinner, it lay with lets 
Opprefſion upon us, and we coald now and then dif- 
cern Tracts in it of a lighter Grazneſs, lkKing the 
Breakings of Day, ſhort in Duration, much enliven - 
ing. and called in that Country Glrams of Amul ment. 
Within a ſhort Time theſe Gleams began to appear 
more frequent, and then brighter, and of a longer 
Continuance. The Sighs that hitherto filled the Air 
with ſo much Dolefulneſs, alter'd to the Sound of 

C 4 common 
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common Breezes, and in general the Horrors of the 
Jfland were abated. 

When we had arriv'd at laſt at the Ford by which we 
were to paſs out, we met with theſe faſhionable Mourn- 
ers, Who had been ferry'd over along with us, and 
who being unwilling to go as far as we, had coaſted 
by the Shore to find the Place, where. they waited 
or coming; that by ſhewing themſelves to the 
World only at the 'Time we did, they might ſeem alſo 
to have been among the Troubles of the Grotto Here 
the Waters that rolled on the other Side fo deep and 
ment, were much dried up, and it. was an ea'y Mat- 
ter for us to wade over. 

The River being croifed, we were receiv'd upon 
the further Bank by our Friends and Acquaintance, 
whom Comf.rt had brought out to congratulate our 
Appearance in the World again. Some. of thoſe 
blamed us for ſtay ing ſo long away from them, others 
advis'd us againſt all Temptations of going back again, 
EVery Oue was cautioas not to renew our Trouble, by 
aking any Particulars of the Journey ; and all conclu- 
ded, that in a Caſe of ſo much Melancholy ard Afliticn 
we could not have made Choice of a better Compa- 
nion than Patience. Hefe Palience appearing ſerene 


ſmiled at his receiving the Charge; immediately 
tue Sky purpled on that Side, to which he turned, and 
double Day at once broke in upon me. 

SFECTATOR, Vol. 7. No 501. O. 


Yi When Hercul:s was in that Part of his Youth, in 
1 which it was natural for him to conſider what Courſe 

| of Life he oight to purſue, he one Day retired into 
a Deſart, where the Silence and Solitude of the Place 
very much contributed to his Meditations. As he 
was muling on his preſent Condition, and very much 
perplex'd in bimſelf on the State of Life he ſhould 
chuſe, he ſaw to Women cf a larger Stature than 
crdinary approaching towards him. One of them had 
a very noble Air, and graceful Deportment. Her 
Beauty was natural and caſy, ber Perfon clean and 
unſpotted, her Eyes caſt towards the Ground with an 


agree 


at her Praiſes, deliver'd us over to C:mfort. Cimfort 
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agrecable Reſerve, her Motion and Behaviour full of 
Modeſty, and her Raiment as white as Snow. The 
other had a great deal of Health and Floridneſs in her 
Countenance, which ſhe had helped with an artificial 
white and red, and endeavour'd to appear more 
graceful than ordinary in her Mien, by a Mixture of 
Affectation in all her Geſtures. She had a wonderful 
Confidence and Aſſurance in her Looks, and all the 
Variety of Colours in her Dreſs, that ſhe thought 
were the moſt proper to ſhew her Complex1on to an 
Advantage. She caſt her Eyes upon herſelf, then 
turned them upon thoſe that were preſent, to ſee how 
they liked her, and often looked on the Figure ſhe 
made on her own Shadow. Upon her nearer Ap- 
proach to Hercules ſhe ſtepped before the other Lady, 
(who came forward with a regular compos'd Carriage) 
and running up to him, accoited him after the follow- 
ing Manner, 

My dear Hercules (ſays ſhe) I find you are very di- 
vided in your own Thoaghts upon the way of Life 
you ought to chuſe : Be my Friend, and follow me ; 
I'll lead you into the Poſſeſſion of Pleaſure, and out of 
the Reach of Pain, and remove you from all the Noiſe 
and Diſquietude of Buſineſs. The Affairs of War and 
Peace ſhall have no Power to diſturb you. Your whole 
Employment ſhall be to make your Life eaſy, and to 
entertain every Senſe with its proper Gratifications, 
ſumptuous Tables, Beds of Roſes, Clouds of Per- 
fumes, Conſorts of Muſick, Crowds of Beauties, are 
all in a Readineſs to receive you. Come along with 
me into the Regions of Delights, this World of Plea- 
ture, and bid farewel for ever to Care, to Pain, to Ba- 
ſinels 

Herculcs hearing the Lady talk after this Manner, 
deſired to know her Name, to which ſhe anſwer'd, 
My Friends, and thoſe who are well acquainted with 
me, call me Hapfpine/s; but my Enemies and thole 


Who would injure my Reputation, call me Pleaſure. 


By this Time the otter Lady was come up, who 
addreſs'd herſelf to the young Hero in a very different 
Manner, i 


E Hercules 
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Hercules (ſays ſhe) I offer myſelf to you, becauſe T 
know. you are deſcended from the Gods, and give 
Proofs of that Deſcent by your Love to Virtue, and 
Application to the Studies proper for your Age. This 
makes me hope you will gain both for yourſelf and me 
an immortal Reputation. But before I invite you in- 
to my Society and Friendſhip, I will be open and ſin- 
cere with you, and muſt lay down this as an eſtabliſh'd 
Truth; That there is nothing truly valuable which can 
be purchas'd without Pain and Labour. The Gods 
have ſet a Price upon every real and noble Pleaſure. 
If you would gain the Favour of the Deity, you mult 
be at the Pains of worſhipping him; if the Friendſhip 
of good Men, you muſt ſtudy to oblige them; if you 
would be honour'd by your Country, you muſt take 
care to ſerve it; if you would be eminent in War or 
Peace, you muſt become Maſter of all the Qualifica- 
tions that can make you ſo. Theſe are the only Terms 
and Conditions upon which 1 can propoſe Happ:neſs. 
The Goddeſs of Pleaſure here broke in upon her Dit- 
- courſe. You ſee (ſays ſhe} Hercules, by her own Con- 
feſſon, the way to her Pleaſure is long and difficult; 
whereas that which I propoſe is ſhort and eaſy. Alas! 
ſaid the other Lady, whoſe Viſage glow'd with a 
Paſſion made up of Scorn and Pity, what are the 
Pleaſures, you propoſe? To cat before you are 
hungry, dripk before you are athirſt, ſleep before 
you are tired, to gratify Appetites before they are 
raiſed, and raiſe ſuch Appetites as Nature never 
Planted. You never heard the moſt delicious Muſick, 
which is. the Praiſe of one's ſelf, nor ſaw the molt 
beautiful Object, which is the Work of one's own 
Hands; your Votaries paſs away their Youth in a 
Dream of miſtaken Pleaſures, while they are hoard- 
ing up Arguiſh, Torment, and Remorſe for old Age. 

As for me, I am the Friend of Gods and of good 
Men, an agreeable Companion to the Artizan, aud 
houſhold Guardian to the Father of Families; a Pa- 
tron and Protector of Servants, an Aſiociate in all true 
and generous Friendſhips. The Banquets of my Vo- 
taries are never coſtly, but always delicious; for none 
cat or drink at them, who are not invited by Hunger 
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and Thirſt. Their Slumbers are ſound, and their 
Wakings are chearful. My young Men have the Plea- 
ſure of hearing themſelves praiſed by thoſe who are 
in years; and thoſe in years, of being honour'd by 
thoſe who are young. Ina Word, my Followers are 
ſavour'd by the Gods, belov'd by their Acquaintance, 
eſteem'd by their Country, and (atter the Cloſe of their 
Labours) honour'd by Poſte. ity. | 
We know by the Life of this memorable Hero, 
that he gave up his Heart to the Goddeſs of Virtuc; 
and I believe every one who reads this, will do him 


the Juſtice to approve his Choice. 
TartLER, Vol. II. No. 97. 


ALEXANDER, 


T is recorded of Alexander the Great, that in his 
I Indian Expedition, he buried ſeveral Suits of Ar- 
mour, which by his Directions were made much too 
big for his Soldiers, in order to give Poſterity an extra- 
ordinary Idea of him, and make them believe that he 
commanded an Army of Giants. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 127. C.. 


There js {till extant an Epiſtle of Alexander the Great 
to his Tutor Ari/totle, upon that Philoſopher's publiſh- 
ing ſome Part of his Writings; in which the Prince 
complains of his having ade hawks to all the World, 
thoſe Secrets in Learning which he had before commu- 
nicated to him in private Lectures; concluding, Tat 
he had rather excel the reſt of Mankind in Knowledge 
than in Power, ==—SPECTATOR, Vol. V. No. 379. 

The Cherager of this Prince indeed was, That he 
was unequal, and given to Irtemperance ; but in his 
ſober Moments, when he had warm in his Imagina- 
tion the Precepts of his great Inſtructor, he was a 
Pattern of generous Tho 1ghts and Diſpoſitions, in Op- 


poſition to his ſtrongeſt Deſires, which are incident to 


a Youth and Coaqucror.—Ta1TLer, Vol. IV. No. 191. 
A noble Painter, who has the Ambition to draw an + 
Hiſtory-piece, has deſired me to give him a Subject on 
Which he may ſhe the utmoſt Force of his Genius and 
Art, 
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Art. For this Purpoſe I have pitched upon that re- 
_markable Incident between Alexander and his Phyſi- 
.cian. This Prince, in the Midſt of his Conquelts in 
Perfia, was ſeized with a violent Fever; and according 
to the Account we have of his va/? Mind, his Thoughts 
were more employ'd about his Recovery, as it re- 
garded the War, than as it concerned his own Life. 


He profeiled a. flow Method was worſe than Death to 


tim, becauſe it was what he more dreaded, an Inter- 
ruption of his Glory; he deſired a dangerous, fo it 
might be a ſpeedy Remedy, During this Impatience 
of the King, it is well known that Darius had offered 
an immenſe Sum to any one who ſhould take away his 
Life. Bat Philippus, the moſt eſteem'd and moſt know- 


ing of his Phyſicians, promiſed, that within three Days, 


Time he would prepare a Medicine for him, which 
ſhould reſtore him more expeditiouſly than could be 
imagined, /Immediately aſter this Engagement, Alta- 
aner receives a Letter from the molt cenſiderable of 
bis Captains, with Intelligence, that Darius had bribed 
Philippus to poiſon him. Every Circumſtance imagin— 
able favour'd this Suſpicion ; but this Monarch, who 
did nothing but in an extraordinary Manner, concealed 
the Letter; and while the Medicine was preparing, 
ſpent all his Thoaghts upon bis Behaviour in this im- 
portant Incident. From this long Soliloquy, he came 
to this Reſolution : Alexander muſt net lie here alive to 
be ps 4 by his Enimy : 1 avill not believe my P hyſician 
giity; or I «will rather periſh by his Guilt, than my oaun 
Diffaence, 


At the appointed Hour Philippys enters with the 


Potion. One cannct but form to one's ſelf on this 
Occaſion the Encounter of their Eyes, the Reſolution 
ia thoſe of the Patient, and the Benevolence in the 
Countenance of the Phyſician. The Hero raiſed him- 
ſelf in his Bed, and holding the Letter in one Hand, 
ani the Potion in the other, drank the Medicine. It 
will exerciſe my Friend's Pencil and Brain, to place 
this Action in its proper Beauty, A Prince obſervin 

the Features of a ſuſpected Tray tor, alter having . 
the Poiſon he offer'd him, is a Circumſtance 0 full of 
Paſnon, mat! it will require the higheſt Strength of his 
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Imagination to conceive it, much more to expreſs it: 

But as Painting is Eloquence, and Poetry is Mecha- 

niſm, I ſhall raiſe his Ideas, by reading with him the 

fineſt Draughts of the Paſſions concerned in this Cir- 

cumſtance, from the molt excellent Poets and Orators. 

The Confidence which Alexander aſſumes from the Air 

of Philippus's Face, as he is reading his Accuſation, 

and the generous Diſdain which 3s to riſe in the Fea- 
tures of a falſe accuſed Man, are principally to be re- 

garded. In this Particular he mult heighten his 

Thoughts by reflecting, that he is not drawing only 

an innocent Man traduced, but a Man zealouſly af- 

fected to his Perſon and Safety, full of Reſentment for 
being thought falſe. How mall we contrive to ex- 
preſs the higheſt Admiration mingled with Diſdain ? 
How ſha'l we in Strokes of a Pencil fay what Philippus 

did to his Prince on this Occaſion ? Sie, my Life never 
d. pended on yc urs, more than it does now: Withcut knowing 
the Secret, I prepared the Potion, which you hade taken, 
as achat concerned Philippus no leſs than Alexander; 
ard there is nothing mere in this Adventure, but that it 
makes me ſtill more admire the Genereſity and Confidence of 
ny Mir. Alexander took him by the Hand, and ſaid, 
Philippus, I am confident you had rather I had any other 
avay to have manifeſted the Faith ] hade in you, than in 
a Coſe which fo nearly concerns me: And in Gratitude I 
now aſſure you, I am anxious for the Effet of your Mee 
dicine, more for your ſake than my own. 


Tr TR, Vol. IV. No. 209, 
ALLUSIONS. 


Y Allufions, a Truth in the Underſtanding, is as it 

were reflected by the Imagination. We are able 
to ſee ſomething like Colour and Shape in a Notion, 
and to diſcover a Scheme of Thoughts traced out upon 
Matter. And here the Mind receives a great deal of 
Satisfaction, and has two of its Faculties gratified at the 
ſame Time, while the Fancy is buſy in copying after 
the Underſtanding, and trauſcribing Ideas out of the 


intellectual World into the materia). 


The 
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The great Art of a Writer ſhews itſelf in the Choice 
of pleating Alluſions, which are generally to be taken 


from the great or beautiful Works of Art or Nature: 
For though whatever is new or unmommon is apt to 


delight the Imagination, the chief Delight of an Allu- . 


ſion being to explain or illuſtrate the Paſſages of an 
Author, it ſhould be always borrowed from what is 
more known and common, than the Paſſag-s which are 


to be explained, | 
 SrECTAToR, Vol. VI. No. 421, 


ALC1IBIADES. 


LCIBIADES was a Man of great Spirit, ex- 

| tremely addicted to Pleaſure, but at. the ſame 
'Iime very capable, and upon Occaſion very atten- 
tive to Bunneſs. He was by Nature endued with all 
the Accompliſhments ſhe could beſtow : He had Beauty, 
Wit, Courage, and 2 Underſtanding; but in the 
firft Bloom of his Life, was arrogantly affected with 
the Advantages he had above others. That Temper 
is pretty viſible in an Expreſſion of his, when it was 
propoſed to him to learn to play upon a muſical Inſtru- 
ment; he anſwer'd, It is not for me 10 give, but to re- 
ceive Delight. However, the Converſation of, Socra- 
tes, tempered a ſtrong Inclination in Licentiouſueſs in- 
to Reflections of Philoſophy ; and if it had not the 
Force to make a Man of his Genius and Fortune wholly 
regular, it gave him ſome cool Moments ; and this 
following Soliloquy, is e, by the Learned to 
have been thrown together before ſome expected En- 
gagement, and ſeems to be very much the Picture of 
the Man. 
I am now wholly alone; my Ears are not enter 
« tained with Muſic, my Eyes with Beauty, nor any 
« of my Senſes ſo forcibly affected, as to divert the 
« Courſe of my inward Thoughts: Methinks there 
« js ſomething ſacred in myſelf, now I am alone. 
« What is this Being of mite? | came into it with. 
out my Choice, and yet Socrates ſays it is to be im- 
« puted to me. In this Repoſe of my Senſes, where- 


in 1 communicate nothing ſtrongly to myſelf, I 
| «* taſte 
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taſte methinks a Being diſtin from their Opera- 
tion. Why may not then my Soul exiit, when ſhe 
is wholly gone out of thoſe Organs? I can perceive 
my Faculties grow ſtronger, the leſs I admit the 
Pleaſures of Senſe ; and the nearer I place myſelf 
to a bure Exiſtence, the more worthy, the more no- 
ple, the more celeſtial does that Exiſtence appear to 
me. If my Soul is weakened rather than improved 
by all that the Body adminiſters to her, ine may rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed to be deſigned for a Manſion 
more ſuitable than this, wherein what delights her, 
diminiſhes her Excellence, and that which affects 
her, adds to her Perfection. There is an Hereaſfter, 
and I will not fear to be immortal for the Sake of 


« Athens.” 


This So'iloquy is but the firſt Dawnings of Thought 


in a Mind of a. mere Man given up to Senſuality. 


GuarDtan, Vol. I. No. 81 


AMBITION. 


| HE Ambition of Princes, is many Times as 


hurtful to themſelves as to their People: This 


cannot be doubted by ſuch as prove unfortunate in 
their Wars, but is often too true of thoſe who are ce- 
lebrated for their Succeſſes. If a ſevere View were to 
be taken of their Conduct, if the Profit and Loſs by 
their Wars could be juſtly balanced, it would be rarely 
found that the Conqueſt is ſufficient to repay the Colt, 


SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 200. 


There are but few Men who are not ambitious of 


diſtinguiſhing themſelves in the Nation or Country. 
where they live, and of growing conſiderable among 
thoſe with whom they converſe. There is a Kind of 
Grandeur and Reſpe& which the meaneſt and moſt in- 
ſigniſicant Part of Mankind endeavour to procure in 
the little Circle of their Friends and Acquaintance, 
The pooreſt Mechanick, the Man who lives upon com- 
mon Alms, gets him his Set of Admirers, and delights 
in that Superiority which he enjoys over thofe who 
are in ſome Reſpect beneath him. This Ambition, 


which. 
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which is natural to the, Soul of Man, might methinks 


receive a very happy Turn; and, if it were rightly. 


directed, contribute as much to a Perſon's Advantage, 
as it generally does to his Uneaſineſs and Diſquiet, 
| SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 219, 


If we look abroad upon the great Multitude of 
Mankind, and endeavour to trace out the Pri:ciples'of 
Action in every Individual, it will, I think, ſeem highly 
probable, that Ambition runs through the whole Spe- 
Cies, and that every Man in proportion to the Vigour 
of his Complex oa, is more or leſs actuated by it. It 
is indeed no uncommon thing to meet with Men, who 
by the natural Bent of their Inclinations, and without 
the Diſcipline of Philoſophy, aſpire not to the Heights 
of Power and Grandeur; who never ſet their Hearts 
upon a numerous Train of Clients and Dependencies, 
nor other gay Appendages of Greatneſs ; who are ccn- 
tented with a Competency, and will not moleſt their 
Tranquility to gain an Abundance : But it is not there- 
fore to be concluded, that ſuch a Man is not ambitious : 
His Defires may cut out another Channel, and deter- 
mine him to other Purſuits; the Motive may be how- 

ever ſtill the ſame ; and in thoſe Caſes likewiſe, the 
Man may be equally puſh'd on with the Deſire of 
Diſtinction. | 
Though the pure Conſciouſneſs of worthy. Actions, 
abſtracted from the Views of popular Applauſe, be to 
a generous Mind an ample Reward, yet the Defire of 
Diltinction was doubtleſs implanted in our Natures as 


an additional Incentive to exert ourſelves in virtuous - 


Excellence. 

This Paſſion, like all others, is frequently perverted to 
evil and ignoble Purpoſes ; ſo that we may account for 
many of the Excellencies and Follies of Life upon the 
ſame innate Principles ; to wit, the Deſire of being re- 
markable: For this, as it has been differently culti- 
vated by Education, Study and Converſe, will bring 
forch ſuitable Effects, as it falls in with an ingenious 
Companion, or a corrupt Mind : It does alſo expreſs 
itſelf in Acts of Magnanimity or ſelfiſh Cunning, as it 
mects with a good or weak Underſtanding, As it has 


been. 
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been employed in embelliſhiog the Mind, or adorning 
the Outſide, it renders the Man eminently praiſe- 
worthy or ridiculous. Ambition 1s not therefore to 
be confider'd only to one Pailion or Purſuit z for as 
the ſame Humours in Conilitutions otherwiſe different, 
aſtect the Body after different Manners, ſo the fame 
aſpiring Principle within us ſometimes breaks forth 
upon one Object, ſometimes upon another. 

It cannot be doubted, but that there is as great a 
Deſire of Glory in a King of Wreſtlers or Cudgel- 
players, as in any other more refined Competition for 
Superiority. No Man that could avoid it, would ever 
ſuffer his Head to be broken but out of a Principle 
of Honour. 

This is the ſectet Spring that puſhes them forward; 
and the Superiority which they gain above the undi- 
ſtinguiſh'd many, does more than repair thoſe Wounds 
they have received in the Combat. "Tis Mr. Haller's 
Opinion, That Julius Cæſar, had he not been Maſter 


of the Roman Empire, would in all probability make 


an excellent Wreſtler, 


Great Julius en the Mcuntains bred, 
A Flick perhaps or Herd had 4 43 
He that the Worll ſubdu'd had been, 
But the beſt Wre/ilcr on the Green, 


That he ſubdued the World, was owing to the Ae- 
cidents of Art and Knowle\!ge ; had he not met witi 
thoſe Advantages, the ſame Sparks of Emulation would 


have kindled within him, and prompted him to diſtin— 


guiſh himſelf in fome Enterprize of a lower Nature, 
Since therefore no Man's Lot is ſo unalterably fixed in 
this Life, but that a thouſand Accidents may either 
forward or diſappoint his Advancement, it is, methinks, 
a pleaſant and inoffenfive Speculation, to conſider a 
great Man diveſted of all the adve titious Circumitan- 
ces of Fortune, and to bring him down in one's Ima- 
ee to that low State of Life, the Nature of which 
ears ſome diſtant Reſemblance to that high one he is 
at preſent poſſeſs'd of, Thus one may view him ex- 
erciſing in Miniature thoſe Talents of Nature, which 
being drawn by Education to their full Length, en- 
auble. 


r Og ar, 
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able him for the Difcharge of ſome important Em- 
ployment. On the other Hand, one may raiſe une- 
aucated Merit to ſuch a Puch of Greatneſs, as may 
teem equal to the poſſible Ex:ent of his improved Ca- 
pacity. 

Thus Nature furniſhes a Man with a general Appe— 
tite of Glorv, Education determines it to this or that 
particular Object. The Deſire of Diſtinction is not, | 
think, in any Inſtance more obſervable than in the 
Variety of Ou'fides and new Appearances, which the 
modiſh Part of me World are obliged to provide, in 
order to make themlelves remarkable ;-for any thing 
glaring and particular, either in Behaviour or Apparel, 
is known to have this good Effect, that it catches the 
Eye, and will not ſuffer you to paſs over the Perſon fo 
adorned, without due Notice and Obſervation. It has 
likewiſe, upon this Account, been frequently reſented 
as a very great Slight, to leave any Gentleman out of 
a Lampoon or a Satire, who has as much Right to be 
there as his Neighbour, becauſ- it ſuppoſes” a Perſon 
not eminent enough to be taken notice of. Jo this 
paſſionate Fondneſs for Diſtinction, are owing various 
frolickſome and irregular Practices; as fallying o.t 
into noctural Exploits, breaking of Windows, ſinging 
of Catches, beating the Watch, getting drunk twice 
a Day, killing a great Number of Horſes, with many 
other Enterprizes of the like frery Nature; for cer- 
tainly many a Man 1s more rakich and extravagant 
than he: would willingly be, were there not others to 
look'on and give their Approbation. | 

One very common and at the ſame Time moſt ab- 
ſurd Ambition thac ever ſhewed itſelf in human Na- 
ture, is that which comes upon a Man with Experience 
and old Age, the Seaſon when it might be expected 


he ſhould be wiſeſt ; and therefore it cannot receive 


any of thoſe leſlening Circumſtances which do in ſome 


meaſure excuſe the diforderly Ferments of youthful 


Blood: I mean the Paſſion of getting Money, exclu- 
five of the Character of the provident Father, the af- 
fectionate Huſband, or the generous Friend. It may 
be remarked, for the Comfort of honeit Poverty, that 
this Deſire reigns moſt in thoſe who have but few 
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good Qualities to recommend them. This is a Weed 
that will grow in a barren Soil. Humanity, Good 
nature, and the Advantages of a liberal Education, are 
incompatable with Avarice. ' Its ttrarge to ſee how 
ſuddenly this abje& Paſſion kills all the noble Senti- 
ments and generous Ambitions that adorn human Na- 
ture; it renders the Man who is over-run with it, a 
peeviſh and cruel Maſter, a fevere Parert, an unſoci- 
able Huſband, a diſtant and miltrulifu} Friend. But it 
is more to the preſent Purpoſe to conſider it as an ab- 
ſurd Paſſion of the Heart, ra her than as a vicious At- 
fection of the Mind. As there are frequent Inſtances to 
be met with of a proud Humility, ſo this Paſſion, con- 
trary to all others, affects Applauſe, by avoiding all 
Shew and Appearance: For this Reaſon it wilt not 
ſometimes endure even the common Decencies of Ap- 
parel. 4 covetcus Man will call him, picr, that vou 
may ſaoth bis Vanity 'by contradiding him. Love, and 
the Deſire of Glory, as they are the moſt natural, fo 
they are capable of being retned into the moſt deli. 
cate and rational Paſfions. "Tis true, the wife Man 
who ſtrikes out of the ſecret Paths of a private Lite 
for Honour and Dignity, allured by the Splendour of 
a Court, and the unfelt Weight of publick Employ- 
ment, whether he ſucceeds in his Attempt or no, 
uſually comes near enough to this painted Greatneſs 
to diſcern the Daubing : He is then detirous of ex- 
tricating himſelf out of the Hurry of Life, that he may 
paſs away the Remainder of his Days in Tranquility 
and Retirement. It may be thought then but com- 
mon Prudence in a Man not to change a better State 
for a worſe, nor ever to quit that which he knows he 
ſhall take up again with pleaſure : And yet if human 
Life. be not a little moved with the gentle Gales of 
Hopes and Fears, there may be ſome Danger of its 
ſtagnating in an unmanly Indolence and Security. 

It is a knoun Story of Domitior, that after he had 
poſſeſs'd himſelf of the Roman Empire, his Deſires 
turn'd upon catching Flies. Active and maſculine 
Spirits in the vigour of Youth, neither can nor ought 


to remain at reſt: If they debar themſelves from aim- 


ing at a noble Object, their Deſires will move down- 
| wards, 
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wards, and they will feel themſelves actuated by ſome 
low and abjeft Paſhon. Thus if you cut off the top 
Branches of a Tree, and will not ſuffer it to grow 
higher, it will not therefore ceaſe to grow, but will 
quickly ſhoot out at the Bottom, The Man indeed 
who goes into the World only with the narrow Views 
of Self. intereſt, who catches at the Applauſe of an 


idle Multitude, as he can find no ſolid Contentment at 


the End of his Journey, ſo he deſerves to meet with 
Diſappointments in his Way: But he who 1s actuated 


by a nobler Principle, whoſe Mind is ſo far enlarg'd as 


to take in the Proſpect of his Country's Good, who is 
enamour'd with the Praiſe which is one of the fair 
Attendants of Virtue, and values not thoſe Accla- 
mations which are not ſeconded by the impartial Teltt- 
mony of his own Mind ; who repines not at the low 
Situation which Providence has at preſent allotted him, 
but yet would willingly advance himſelf by juſtifiable 
Means to a more riling and advantageous Ground, 
ſich a Man is warmed with a g:nerous Emulation; it 
is a virtuous Movement in him to wiſh, and to en- 
deavour that his Power of doing Good may be equal 
to his Will, The Man who 1s fitted out by Nature, 
and ſent into the World with great Abilities, is capable 


of doing great Good or great Miſchief in it It ought. 


therefore to be the Care of Education, to infule into. 
the untainted Youth early Notions: of Juſtice and Ho- 
nour, that ſo the poſhble Advantages of good Parts 
may not take a bad Turn, nor be perverted to bale and 
unworthy Purpoſes. It is the Buſineſs of Religion ard 
Philoſophy not ſo much to extinguiſh our Pations, as 
to regulate and direct them to valuable well-choſen 
Objects. When thoſe have pointed out to us which 
Courſe we may Jawfully ſteer, it is no harm to ſet oat 
all our Sail, if the Storms and Tempeſts of Adverſity 
ſhould riſe upon us, and not ſuffer us to make the Haven 
where we would be: It will however prove no ſmall 


Conlolation to us in theſe Circumſtances, that we have. 


neither miſtaken or Courſe, nor fallen into Calami— 
ties of our own procuring. | 
Rel gion, therefore, were we to conhder it no far- 


ther than as it interpoſes in the Affairs of this Life, is 


highly 
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highly valuable and worthy of great Veneration ; as 


it ſettles the various Pretenſions, and . otherwiſe in- 


terfering Intereſts of mortal Men, and thereby con- 
ſults the Harmony and Order of the great Community; 
as it gives a Man room to play his Part ard exert his 
Abilities; as it animates to Actions truly laudable in 
themſelves, in their Effects benciicial to Society; as 
it inſpires rational Ambition, corrects Love and ele- 
gant Deſire.—8ECTATOR, Vol. III. No 224. 

Ambition raiſes a ſecret Tumult in the Soul, it 
inflames the Mind, and puts it into a violent Hurry 
of Thought. It is reaching after an- empty imagi- 
nary Good, that has not in it the Power to abate or 
ſatisfy it. Moſt other Things we long for: can allay 
the Cravings of their proper Senſe, and for a while ſet 
the Appetite at reſt : But Fame is a Good ſo wholly 
foreign to our Nature, that we have no Faculty of 
the Soul adapted to it, nor any Organ of the Body to 
reliſh it; an Object of Deſire placed out of the Poſſi- 
bility of Fruition — SrrC TAU, Vol. IV. No. 256. C. 

There is ſcarce a Man living. who is not actuated 
by Ambition. When this Principle meets with an 
honeſt Mind and great Abilities, it does infinite Service 
to the World; on the cuntrary, when a Man only 
thinks of diſtinguiſhing himſelf, without being thus 
qualified for it, he becomes a very pernicious or a very 
ridiculous Creature.—-SeicratoR, Vol. VIII. No. 570. 


Amirtv, between the two Sexes dangerous. 


T ſhou'd, metiuuks, preferve Mlodeſty, and its In- 

tereſts in the World, that the 'Tranigrethon of it 
always creates Offence ; and the very Purpoles of 
Wamonnels are defcated by a Carriage which has in 
it ſo much Boldnels, as to intimate that Fear.and Re- 
lucta ce are quite extinguiſhed in an Object which 
would be otherwiſe delirable. It was {aid of a Wit in 
the laſt Age, 


Selley has that frevailing gentle. Art, 2 
Which can evith a reſiſilejs Charm impart, 
The locſeſt Wiſhes to the chaſiejt Heart. | 

| ® Ratje 
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Raije ſuch a Con fi, kindle ſuch a Fire, 
Betauceꝝ declining Virtue an? D. fire ; ; 
That the poor wangu/n'd Maid difſcl ves awvny 
In Dreams al! Night, in Sighs and Tears all Day. 


This prevailing gentle Art, was made up of Com- 
plaiſance, Courtſhip, and artful Conformity to the 
Modeity of a Woman's Manners : Ruſticity, broad Ex- 
preſſions, and forward Obtruſion, offend thoſe of Edu- 
cation, and make the Tranſgreſſion odious to all, who 
have Merit to attract Regard. lt is in this Taſte that 
the e ſo beautifully ordered in the Deſcrip- 
tion which Anthony makes, in the Dialogue between 
him and Ds/abcl/z of Clegpatria in her Barge. 


Her Gally doaun the Si der Cydnos row d, 

The Tackling Silk, the eam beaver avi Gell; 

The gent tle 12 tus ee {3% fo” A in * burple N 3 

Her Nyw:phs,1iheNereids, road d her Couch were flac'd, 

2 here be, another Sea-bern Venus lay; 

Sbe au, and lran'd her Check upon her Hand, 

And cat a Loot j5 Vang 27 g/y ſavect, 

- As if, ſecure of all Bebalaers Hearts, 
Negte ing e re could take them. Boys, ke Cupics, 
3 their printed Wings, the Winds 

77 a. ple id about er Fact; but if ſpe ſmil'd, 

A dart: ng Glory ſeem d 10 bl «RE Serra th 

Thet Men 's &: firavg £) g vere never aveanry'd, 

N. t bus g 19017 the 0 ue. hv Jt Flutes 

THE Si. der O4. + lege T :mnc 5 Gn ö 2 ie bey p. ay il, 
The Haring zave niwv Plea ure 12 the Sight, 

And bot, 6 e eee 


Here the Imagination is warm d with all the Ob- 


jects ee and yet there is nothing that is 
luſcious, or what ralles any Idea more looſe than that 
of a 8 a ful Woman ſct off to Advantage. The 
like, or a more ati ate and careful Spirit ot Modeſty, 
appears in the ſohowing Paſſage in one of Mr. His 


I al » 8 


Preathe ſaft ze II iis, ve Water: "ntl; ous, 
SLiald her ye Trees, ye Flowers around her grow ; 
te 
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Ye Sawains, I big you, paſs in Silence by, 
My Love in yonder Vale in Sleep does He. 


Deſire is correted when there is a Tenderneſs or 
Admiration expreſſed whici: partakes the Pallion : 
Licentious Paſſion has ſomething brutal in it, which 
diſgraces Humanity, and leaves us in the Condition 
of the Brutes of the Field. But it may be aſfk'd, to 
what good Uſe can tend a Diſcourſe of this Kind at all? 
It is to alarm chaſte Ears againſt thoſe as have what 
is above called the prevailing gentle Art. Maſters of 
that Talent are capable of cloathing their Thoughts 
in ſo ſoft a Dreſs, and ſomething ſo diſtant from the 
ſecret: Purpoſe of their Hearts, that the Imagination 
of the Unguarded is touched with a Fondneſs which 
grows too inſenſibly to be reliſted, Much Care and 
Concern for the Lady's Welfare, to ſeem afraid left 
ſhe ſhou'd be annoz'd by the very Air chat ſurrounds 
her, and this uttered rather with kind Looks, and ex- 
preſled by an Interjection, an Ah, or an Oh, at ſome 
little Hazard in moving or making a Step, than in 
any direct Profeſſion of I ove, are the Methods of 
1d Admirers : They are honeſt Arts when their 
Purpoſe is ſuch, but inſamous when mitapply'd. It is 
certain, that many a young Woman in this Town, 
has had her Heart irrecoverably won, by Men who 
have not made one Advance, which ties their Ad- 
m'rer-, thy the Females languith with the utmoſt An- 
xicty. ] have often, by way of Admon:ition to my le- 
male Readers, given them Warning againſt the agree- 
able Company of the other Sex, except they are well 
acquainted with their Characters. Women may dit- 
guiſe it if they thi k fir, and the more to do it, they 
may be angry at me for ſay in it; but IJ. ſay it is 
natural to them, that they have no Manner of Appro- 
bauon without fome acgrec of Love. For this Rea- 
fon, he is dangerous to be entertain'd as a Friend or 
Viſitant, who is capab'e of gaining any eminent Eſteem 
or Obſervation, ti.o' it be even to remote from Fre- 
tenſions as a Lover, If a Man's Heart has not the 
Abhorrence of any treacuerous Deſign, he may eaſi] 
improve Approvayen into Kindnels, aud Kindnets 
into 
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the agreeable, has, to my Knowledge, had a Frien\- 
mip for Loca Ii” {7r?, which had hkgd to hive broke 
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Into Paſſion. There poſlibly may be no Manner of 


Love between them in the Eyes of all their Acquaint- 
ance ; no, it is all Friendſhip ; and yet they may be 
as fond as a Shepherd and .Shepherdeſs in a Paſtoral ; 

but ſtill the Nymph ard the Swain may be to each 


other, no other 1 warrant you, than Pylades and Oreftes, 


Nen Lucy decks with Ficavers her feveliing Breaſt, 
And on her Elbow leans, 6:fembling Res; 
Unable to refrain my mudilin L Mind, * 


Nor Sheep, us r Paſt, ure werth my Care I find. 


Once Delia „et, on eaſy Moſs declin'd, 

Her lowely Limbs half bare, and rude the N. ind ; 
1 ſme the her Coa ts, ard ſtole a fulent Kiſs, 
Condemn me, She ber ds 1 I did amiſs, 


Ju cn good Oilices as theſe, and ſuch friendly 
Thougits and Concerns. for one another, are what 


makes up the Amity, as they call it, between Man 


ard Woman. 
xt the Permimon of ſuch Intercourſe, that makes a 
Youps Wong INTE to the Arms of her Huſband, at- 
- c Diſappointment of four or five Paſſions, àhich 

he 5 ely had for different Wien, belore the , 
is prudent: ally giren to him, for whom ſlie ha 
Love nor i rieidilup. For What ſhould a pe 
ture do that has left all her Frierds: There's Mar 


her Heart: Tuen ſhe had ſo great a F.1enditip for 
Colonel thr, that ſhe could nffit endura any Woman 
clic ſhould do any thing but rail at him. Mony and 
atal have been Dilafters between Friends who -have 
fallen out, and their Reſentments fare more keen, 
than ever thoſe of other Neu s den folibly be: But in 
tnis it appears unf ittunately, that as there ought to be 
nothing Concea:; 8 from one Friend to another, the 
Friends of different Sexes very often figd different 
Lffe As from 48 * nanimtty. 

For my Fart u ho ſtedy to paſs Life in as much 
Innocence and Tranquility as I can, I ſkun the Com- 


. pany of agreead.c Women as much as poſuble; and 
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muſt confeſs that I have, though a tolerable good Phi- 


loſopher, but a low opinion of 'platoni:k Loye ; for 
which Reaſon, I thought it neceſſary to give my fair 
Readers a Caution againſt it, having, to my great 
Concern, obſerved the - Waſte of a Platoniit lately 
{well to a Roundneſs which is incorſiſtent with that 
Philoſophy. —SrtcTarToR, Vol. VI. No, 4co. J. 


AxAcREox's Inſtructions to Painters to paint 
his Miſtreſs. 


LEST and happicft Arti xan, 
Beft if Painters, if you can 
Vith your many colaur d Art, 
Pairt the Miſtreſi of my Heart. 
De/cribe the Charms gau hear rem me, 
Her Charms yes could not paint, ond ce 
And make the abſe: t Nymph appear, 
As if ber Iovely ſeif was here. 
Firſt draw her caſy fowwing Hair 
As ſoft, and black as fhe is fair ; 
And if your Art can riſe fo high, 
Let breathing Odcurs reund her fy. 
Beneath the Shades of flowing Ft, 
The Iv'ry Forehead Iminthly jet ; * [ 
With Care the ſable Braws tte, 
And in two Arches nicely lend; 
That the fair Space ablich lies betrveer, 
The meeting Shade may ſcarce le ſeen. | 
The Eye muſt be uncowmon Fire, / 
Sparkle, Languiſb, and Deſis e; 
The Flames unſeen muſt not be fit, 
Like Pallas kill, like Venus 7 J. 
The roſy Cheeks muſt ſ em to glisu, 
Amidſt the White of neaw-falln Snunx :; 
Let her Lips, Pirſuafien wear, 
In S. lence elegantly foir ; 
As if the bluſhing Rivals ſtrove, 
Breathing and intreating Love: 
Blow her Chin beſure to deck 
With ev'ry Giwace her 9 Neck ; * 
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Ilath all that's pretty, ſoft and ſaeet, 
In the feavxdling Refom mect : 

The reſt in purple G:rments weil, 

Her Body, not her Shape conceal : 

£ nou gt =T he low Iy Hark ts done, 
{he breathing Peint will ſpea anon. 


 Gvakrviax, Vol. II. No. 168. 


ANATOMY. 


HOSE who were ſkill'd in Anatomy among 

the Ancients, concluded from the outward and 
ward Make of a human Body, chat it was the Work 
of a Being tranſcendently wiſe ard powerful. As the 
World grew more enlighten'd in this Art, their Dit. 
covery gave them freſh Opportunities of admiring the 
Conduct of Providence in the Formation of a human 
ody. Cen was converted by his Diſlections, and 
could not but own a ſuprcme Bei g upen a Survey cf 
tn s his hancy-work. Theie were indeed many Parts 
of which the o'd Aratomiſts did not know the certain 
Uſe ; but as they ſaw that moſt of thoſe which they 
examined, were adapted with dmirable Art to their 
icveral Functions, they did not queſt on but thoſe, 
u hole Uſcs they could not determine, were contrived 
with the iame Wiſdom ſor re pective Ends ard Pur- 
po es. Since the Circu'ation of the Blood has been 
fFeurd 0.t, ard many other Diſcoveries have been 


made by our modern Anatomiſts, we ſee new Wende:'s. 


in the. human Frame, and diſcern ſeveral important 
Uſes for thoſe Parts, which Uſes the Antients krew 
nothing of. In-ſhort, the Body of Man 1s ſuch a Sub- 
ject, a itards the utmoſt Teſt of Fxamination, Tho' 
it app.a's formed with the niceſt Wiſdom, upon the 
nott ſuperficial Survey of it, it full mends upon the 
Search, and produces our Surpriſe and Amazement in 
ropoition.as we pry into it. What J have here ſaid 
of a human Body, may be applied to the Body of 
every Animal, which has been the Subject of anato- 

mical Obſervations. | 
The Body of an Animal is an Object adequate to 
our enſes. It is a pa: ticular Sy ſtem of 8 
"2 wat 
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that lies in a narrow Compaſs: The Eye is able to 


command it, and by ſucceſhve Inquiries, can ſearch 
into all its Parts. Could the Poly of the whole Earth, 
or indeed the whole Univerſe, be thus ſubmi:ted to the 
Examination of or Senſes, were it not tog big and 
diſproportion'd for our Enquiries, too unwicliy for the 
Management of the Eye and the Hand, there is no 
Queſtion but it would appear as curious and as well 
contriv'd a Frame, as that of the human Body. We 
ſhould ſee the ſame Concatenation ard Subſervier cy, 
the ſame Beauty and Harmony in all and every i:s 
Parts, as what we diſcover in the Body of every 
Animal, 

The more exterded our Reaſon is, and the more able 
to grappie with immenſe Objects, the 85 eater ſtill are 


thoſe Diſcoveries which it makes of Wiſfdom ard Pro- 


vidence in the Work of the Creation. A Sir hac 
N:xuton, who ſtands up as a oe 'racle of the Prelert 
Age, can look throug >h a whole planetary Svitem ; 
coilider it in its W. eight, Nada and Neeafure ; and 
draw from it as many Den. en irn of inhnite Power 
and Wiſdom, 25 a more contincd Underſtaudi 'T is able 
to deduce from the Sy lem of the heman Po dy. 

But to return to or Spceulations on Anatomy, I 
Mall here conſider the e and Texture of the 
3od:es of Animals in one particular View ; Which, in 
my Opi ion, ſhews the Hand of a thinking and 21. 
wile Being in their Fo mation, with the Evidence of a 
thouſand Demonſtrations, I think we: mey lay this 
down as an inconteited Prirciple, that Chince never 
acts in a perpetual U iformity and Conti flenre with 
ſelf, If one ſhould always "ing the ſame Nu 1 ber 
with ten thouſand Dice, or fee every Throw. ju fy: 
Times leis, or five Itmes more in Number than the 
Phroy, w. hich 1:media'ely preceded it, who would net 
1Tazine there is ſome inviſible Power whicn directs 


tre Caſt? 1 his is the Proce:ding witch we find in the 
Operation of Nature : Every Kird of Animal is di- 


verſify'd .. y v1iiterent | Jagaitudes, cach of * gives 


riſe tn a diſterent Sp: cis. Jet a Man tracè the Dog 

or Lion Kind, and he will ob'erve how many of the 

Works of Nature are publiſhed, I may ue the Ex 
D 2 pro On 
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preiſion, in a Variety of Editions. If we look into 
the reptile World, or into thoſe different Kinds of 
Animals that fill the Element of Water, we meet with 
the ſame Repetitions among ſeveral Species, that differ 
very little from one another but« in Size and Bulk. 
You find the fame Creature that is drawn at large, 
copied out in ſeveral Proportions, and ending in Minia— 
ture. Ic would be tedious to produce Inſtances of 
this regular Conduct in Providence, as it would be ſu— 


perfluous to thoſe who are verſed in the natural Hiſtory 


of Animals. The magnificent Harmony ts ſuch, that 
we may obſerve innumerable D:vi/i9rs running upon 
the ſame Gr;urd. I might alſo extend this Speculation 
of the dead Parts of Nature, in which we might find 
Matter diſpoſed into ſeveral fimilorr Sy ſtems, as well as 
in our Survey of Stars and Planets, as of Stones, Vede— 
tables, and other ſublimary Parts of the Creation. 
a Word, Providence has ſhewn the Richneſs of its 
Goodneis and Wiidem, not only in the Production of 
many original Species, but in Multiplicity of Deſcents, 
wiich it has made on every Cricinal Species in 
particular. | | 

But to purſue th's Thought ſtil] farther : Every 
living Creature, conſider'd in nſelf, has very many 
complicated Parts, that are exact Copics of tome other 
Parts which it pofleſles, and which are complicated in 
the ſame Manner. One Eye would have been ſufti- 
cient for the Subitance ard Preſervation of zu Animal; 
but ia order to better his Condition, we fee another 
plac'd with a mathematical Exacinets in the {ame molt 
advantageous Situa ion, and in every Partic.lar of the 
ſame Size and Texture. Is it poſuble for Chance to 
be thus del:cate and uniform in her Operations ? Should 
a Million of Dice turn vp twice topeth.r the fame 
Number, the Wonder would be nothing compar'd to 
this; but when we ſ{-e this Similitude and Rotemblance 
in the Arm, he Hand, and the Fingers, when we tre 
one half of the Body entirely correſpond together in all 
thoſe mine Strokes, without Which a Man might very 
well have ſubſiſted; nay, when we often ſee a ſingle 
Part repea'cd a hundred Times in the ſame Body, 
uotwihſtanding it confilts of the moſt intricate weaving 


of 
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of numberleſs Fibres, and thoſe Parts differing ſtill in 
Magnitude, as the Convenience of their particular Si— 
tuation requ.res ; ſure a Man mult have a ſtrange Caſt 
of Underſtanding, who Joes not. diſcover the Finger 
of God in ſo wonderful a Work. Theſe Duplicates 
in thoſe Parts of the Pody, without which a Man 
might very well have ſubſiſted, tho' vot ſo well as with 
them, are a plain Demonttration of an all-wite Con + 
triver ; as thoſe more numerous Copyings, Which are 
found among tie Veſſels of che fame Body, are evident 
Demonſtrations that they could not be the Effect of 
Chance. This Argument receives addi:1onal Strength, 
if we apply it to every Animal and Infect within our 
Knowteage, as well as to thoſe numberleis living 
Creatures that are Objects too minute for a human 
Eye: And if we conf:der how the fevcral Species in 
this whole World of Life reſemb'e one another an 
very many Particu'ars, ſo far as it is convenient for 
their refpeciive State of Exiſtence, it is much more 
probable that an hundred Million of Dice ſhou'd be 
thrown a hundred Miliicns of Times in the fame: 
Numbers, than that the Body of any ſinge Anim: 
ſhould be produced by the fortehcus Concourſe of 
Matter. And that the like Chance ſhou'd ariſe in ir 

numerable Inſtances, requires a Legiee of Cre dulite 


that is not under the Direction of common genſe. Ve 


may carry this Conſideration yet farther, if we reflect 
on the two Sexes of every living Species, with their 
Reſemblances to each other, and thoſe particular Di 
ſtinctians that were neceſſary for keeping up of this 
great World of Lite. 

There are many more Demonſtrations of a ſupreme 
Being, and of his tranſcendant Wiidom, Power and 
Goodneſs, in the Formation of the Body of a living 
Creature, for whica I refer my Reader to other Wri- 
tinys, particulaily to the Sixth Book of a Poem, en- 
titied the Creation, where the Anatomy, of the human 
Body is tranſcribed with great Perſp1Yity and Ele- 
gance. I have teen particular on the TMught which 
runs through this Speculation, becauſe 1 Me not ſeen 
it cularg'd by others. 
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ANCESTRY. 


ORACE, TJuven: 6 Bai. car, and indeed the 
greateſt Writers in almoſt 2 Age, have ex- 
poi „ed witn all the Wi: and good Senſe, the Var ity of a 
T. lan's Value himſeif upon bis At ceſtors, and cndea- 
vour'd to ſhow, that true Nobility conſiſts in \ irtue, 
nt in Ui.th, With Submiſſion however to jo very 
great Authorities, I think they have paſhed this Matter 
a little too far. We «© Skt, in gratitude, to honour 
he Poſt. rity of thoſe who have raiſed either the In- 
tereſt or Reputation of their Ccuntry, and by whoie 
Lazours we ourſelves are more happy, wiſe, or vir— 
tacus. than we ſhould have been without them. Pe- 
tides, nat urally ipcaring, a Man bids fairer for Great- 
nels of Soul, WLO is the Deſcendant of worthy An 
celbo! s, and has gcod Blood in bis Veins, than ore 
„u 1s Cone of ig NOD! e and obſcutre Parentage. For 
tho' Reaſons, I think a Nan of Merit, who is de- 
ved from an illelirious Line, is very july to be re- 
rde note than a Man of equal Merit who has no 
Claim to hereditary Houours: Nay, I think thoſe who. 
are indifferent in themſelves, and have nothing elſe to 
diſtinguiſh them but the Virtues of their Forcfathers, 
are 10 be look'd upon with a Degree of Vereration 
even upon that Account, and to be more reſpected 
than ihe common Run of Men wio are of low and 
valgar Ext.acon. 

After having Cone due Honours to Birth and Pa- 
1entage, I mutt however take notice of thole who 
arrogate to themſe.ves more Honours than are due 10 
the em on this Account. The firſt are ſuch who are not 
enough ſcniible, that Vice and Ignora ance taint the 
Blood, and that an unworthy Behaviour degrades 2nd 
di Canobles a Main in the Eve of the World, as mz ch 
as Birth and 7 mily aggrandize and exalt him. 

The ſecoMg} are tice who believe a new Man of 


elevated My. it, is not more to be honour'd than an 


inſignificar? Merit and wo'thiels Man, who is de- 


ſcended from a long Line of Patriots and Heroes: Or, 
in other Werds, behold with Contempt a Perſon who 
1s, 
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is ſuch a Man as the firſt Founder of their Family was, 
upon whoſe Reputaticn they value themſelves. 

But I ſhall chiefly apply myſelf to thoſe whoſe Qua- 
lity fits uppermoſt in all their Diſcourſes and Beha— 
viour. An empty Man of a great Family, is a Crea- 
ture that is ſcarce converſable. Von read his Anceſtry 
in his $mile, in his Air, in his Eye-brow. He has 
indeed nothing but his Nobility to give Employment 
to hi; Thoughts. Rank and Precedency are the im- 
portant Poini's which he is always @Qi.cuſhag within 
himſelf, A Gentleman of this Turn, began a Speech 
in cne of King Chayrlcs's Parliaments : Sir, I had the 
Hour to be born at a Tine—apon which a rough 
honeit Gentleman took him up ſhort, I would fair 
know what that Gentiemin means : Is there any one in 
this Hhuſe thut his not had the Honour to be bern as well 
as him? The good Senſe which re gns in oar Nation, 
has been pretty well deſtroyed by this ſtarch'd Beha- 
viour among Men who have ſeen the World, and know 
that every Gentleman will be treated upon a Foot of 
Equality : For there are mary who have had their 
Education among Women, Dependants and Flattzrers, 
that loſe all the ReÞpeR, which would otherwiſe be 
paid them, by being to aſfiduous in procur.ng i:. 

My Lord Frath has been fo educate] in Funct 17, 
that he goverrs himſelf by a Ceremonial in all tue or- 
dinary Occurrences of Life. . He mea'ures out his 
Bow to the Degree cf the Perſon he cow erſes with. 
] hive ſeen him in cvery Inc iaation of the Body, 
from the familiar Nad, to the low Stoop in tte Salu- 
tation Sipn. —| remember five of us who were ac- 
quainted w.th one another, met together ore Morning 
at his Lodging, when a Wag of the Company was 
ſaving, it would be worth while to obſerve how he 
would diſtinguich us at bis firſt Entrance. According'y, 
he no ſooacr came into the Room, but caſting his 
Eye about, My Lord Sach-a-one, ſays he, Tour mi 
humble Servant; Sir Richard, your Munde Servant; 
your Servant, Mr. lronfide ; Mr. Duck bab do you 
de? Hab] Frank, ar- you there ? 
here is nothing more eaſy than diſcover a 
Man whoſe Hearc is full of his Family. Weak 
D + 9 NIinds 
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Minds that have imbibed a ſtrong Tinure of the 
Nurſery, younger Brothers that have been brought 
up to nothing ſuperannuated Detainers to a great 
Houſe, So generally their Thoughts taken up With 
little elſe 

had ſome Years ago an Aunt of my on, by Name 
Mrs. Marta lramfite, who would neter marry be- 
Sh nerſelf, and is tuppoſed to dye a Mid in the 
Fouricorth Year of her Age. She was the Chronicle 
of oar Fami'y, and palt away the greateſt Part of the 
jaſt forty Years of ter Life, in recounting the Anti- 
auity, Marriages, Exploits ard Alliances of the Ven- 


„„ Dhirs. Martha convers'd generally with a Knot 


of o'd Virgins, who were likewiſe of good Families, 
an! had been very cruel all the Beginning of the Jait 
Century. They were every one of them as proud as 
Lucifer, but faid their Prayers twice a Day, and in all 
other Reſpects were the bet Women in the World. 
if they ſaw a fine Petticoat at Church, they 1mme- 
ciately took to pieces the Pecigree of her that wore 
it, and would lift up their Eyes to Heaven at the Con- 
1 lence of tie fave; Nlinx, when they four.d ſhe was a 
Tradlaian's Daughter. It is impoſl ble to deſcribe 
the pious Indignation that would riſe in them at the 
Sight of a Man who liv'd plentiſully on an Eſtate of 
his own getting. They were tranſported witi - Zeal 
beyond Meaſure, if they heard of a young Woman's 

atiching herſelf into a great Family upon Account 
only of her Beauty, her Merit, or her Money. In 
ſhort, there was not a Female within ten Miles of 
them, that was in a poſſeſlon cf a Gold Watch, or 
Pearl Necklace, or a ticcs of Meclliu Lace, but they 
examined her Title toit. My Aunt Aartha uſed to 
chide me very fiequ.ently for not ſufficiently valuing 


myſelf. She wou!d not eat a Bit alt Dinner u time, it 


at an Invitation ſhe found ſhe had been ſeated below 
herſelf ; ard would frown upon me for an Hour toge- 
ther, if ſhe ſþv me give place to any Man under a 
Baronet. Al was once talking to her of a wealthy 
Citizen whyti ſhe bad refuſed in her Youth, ſhe de- 
clared to nf: with great Wrath, that ſhe preferred a 
Man of Quality in hs Shert, ta che richeſt Man upon 
5 6 the 
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the Change in a Coach and Six, She pretended that 
our Family was nearly related by tie Mother's Side to 
half a Dozen Peers; but as none of them knew any 
thing of the Matter, we always kept it as a Secret 
amongſt ourſelves. A little before her Detth, ſhe 


1 was reciting to me the Hiſtory of my Fote-fachers; but 
. dwelling a little longer than ordinary upon the Actions 
4 of Zir Gilbert Ironſide, who had a Horſe {hot under 


him at Edghill Fight, I gave an unfortonate Pich, 
and aſked, hat is all this to ne? Upon which he re— 
$ tired to her Cloſet, and fell a ſcribbling for two Hours 
ö together; in which Time, as I aftersards found, ſhe 
5 ſtruck me out of her Will, and left all ſne had to my 
Siſter Margaret, a wheedling Baggage, that uſed to be 
aſking about her Great Grandfather from Morning to 
Night. She now lies buried among the Family of the 
a Ironfides, with a Stone over her, acquainting the Rea- 
| der, that ſhe dy'd at the Age of eighty Years a Spin- 
ſter, and that ſhe was deſcended of the ancient Family 
of the Iron/ides ; after which follows the Genealogy 
drawn up by her own Hand. 
GuaRDiaN, Vol. II. No. 137. 
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I'S very common in the Mouths of Pedants, and 
perhaps in their. Hearts too, to declare, That 
all that is good is borrow'd from the Ancients; but is 
often urged by Men of no great Learning, tor Rea- 
ſons very obvious. Now Nature being ſtill the ſame, . 
it is impoſſible for any modern Writer to paint her 
otherwiſe than the Ancients have done. If, for Ex- 
ample, I was to deſcribe the General's Horſe at the 
Battle of Blenheim, as my Fancy repreſented ſuch a 
noble Beaſt, . and that Deſcrip:ion ſhould repreſent 
what Virgil hath drawn for the Horle of his Hero, it” 
would be almoſt as ill-natured to urgg that J have 
ſtolen my Deſcription from Virgil, as reproach the 
Duke of Marlborongh for fighting only lik Neat. All 
that the molt exquiſite Judgment can ,peMFprm is, out 
of that Variety of Circumltances wherein natural 
Objects may be conſider'd, to ſelect the molt beauti- 
5, . ful 
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ful ; and to place Images in ſuch View and Sight, as 
will affect the Fancy after the moſt delightful Manner. 
But over and above a juſt painting of Nature, a learned. 
Reader will find a new Beauty, ſuperadded in a happy 
Imitation of ſome famous Ancient, as it revives in 
his Mind the Pleaſure he took in the firſt reading of 
ſuch an Author. Such Copyings as theſe, give that 
kitd of double Delight which we perceive when we 
look upon the Children of a beautiful Couple; where 
the. Eye is not more charmed with the Symmetry of. 
the Farts, than the Mind by obſerving the Reſem— 
blance tranſmitted from Parents to. their Offspring, 
and the mingled Features of the: Father and Mother. 3 
The Phraſes in holy Writ, and Alluſions to ſeveral in 5 
the inſpired Writings, (though not produced as Proofs 4 
of Doctrine) add Majeſty and Authority to the nobleſt - + 
Diſcourſes of the Pulpit : In like Manner an Imitation. 
of the Air of Homer and Virgil, raiſes the Dignity of 
modern Poetry, and makes it appear ſtately and. 
venerable GAR DIAN, Vol. I. No. 12. 
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ANIMALS. 


FEY Friend Sir Reger is very often merry with me, 
upon my paſſisg ſo. much of my Time among 

his Poultry; he has caught me twice or thrice after a 

Bird's Neſt, and ſeveral Times fitting an Hour or tuo 
tocether near an Hen ard Chickens. He tells me he 
believes I am perſonally acquainted with every Fowl 
about his Hcuſe, calls ſuch a particular Chick my Fa- 
4 vourite, and frequently complains that his Ducks and 

1. Geeſe have more of my Company than himſelf. | 

"x I muſt confeſs I am inhnicely delighted with thoſe. 
{| Spzculations of Nature which are to be made in a 
Country Life; and as my reading has lain pretty much 
among Books of natural Hiſtory, I cannot forbear re- 
collecting upp. this Occaſion the ſeveral Remarks 
met with in Authors, and comparing 


which I hay | | 
with what Þ'.ls under my own Obſervation : The Ar- 
guments f Providence drawn from the natural Hiſtory. 
of. Animals, being in my Opinion demonſtrative. 5 
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f The Make of every Kind of Animal, iz different 
; from that cf every cther Kind; and yet ttcre is not 
4 the leaſt Turn in the Muicles, or Twin in the Fibres 
5 of any one, which does not render them more pro; er 
ſor that particular Animal's way of Life, than any other 
; Caſt or Texture could have been. 

1 The moſt violent Appetites in all Creatures are Luft 
5 and Hunger; the firit is a perpetual Call upon them to 
8 propagate their Kind, the latter to preſerve themſelves, 

E It is aſtoniſhing to conſider the different Degrees of 
p Care that deſcends from the Parent to the young, ſo 
I far as is abſolutely neceſizry for the leaving of Poſte- 
x rity. Some Creatures caſt tier Ei gs as Chance di- 
5 rects them, and think of them no farther, as Inie&s 

| and ſeveral Kids of Fiſh; others of a nicer Frame 

3 find out proper Beds to depoſite them in, and there 
k leave them; as the Serpent, the Crocodile and Oitrich. 

45 Others hatch their Eggs, and tend their Birth, till it is 


& able to ſhift for itſelf. | 

| What can we call the Principle which direQs every 
Kind of Bird to obſerve a particular Plan in the 
Structure of its Neſt, and direQs all cf the ſame 
Species to work after the ſame Model? It cannot be 
Imagination, for though you hatch a Crow under a 
Hen, and never let it ſee any of the Works of its own - 
Kind, the Neſt it makes ſhall be the ſame, to the lay- 
ing of a Stick, with all the other Neſts of the ſame - 
Species. It canaot be Reaſon, for were Animals en- 
dued with it to as great a Degree as Man, their Build- 
ing would be as different as ours, according to the dif- 
terent Conveniencies that they would propote to them 
(elves. | 

Is it not remarkable, that the ſame Temper of Wea.. 
ther which raiſes this general Warmth in Animals, 
ſhould cover the Trees with Leaves, and the Fields 
with Graſs, for their Security and Concea ment, and 
produce ſuch infinite Swarms of Inſects, for the Sup. - 
port and Suſtenance of their reſpe&tiveQRroods ? 

Is it not wonder'ul that the LoveWf the Parent 
ſhou'd be ſo violent while it laſts, and Mat it ſhould 
laſt no longer than is neceſſary for the F Vervation of 
the Young ? 


. 
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The Violence of this natural Love is exemplify'd 
by a very barbarous Experiment, which I ſhall quote 
at length, as I find it in an excellent Author; and 
hope my Readers will pardon ſuch an Inftance of Cru- 
elty, becauſe there is nothing can effectually ſhew the 
Strength of that Principle in Animals, of which 1 am 
now freating, *-A Perion who was well feill'd in 
PDiſſections, open'd a Bitch, and as ſhe lay in the 
*« moit -exquiſite Tortures, offei'd her one of her 
*« young Puppies, which ſhe immediately fell a lick- 
ing; and for the 'Vime ſeemed inſenſible of her own 


„Pain. Oa the Removal, ihe kept her Eye fixt on it, 


„and began a wailing ſort of Cry, which rather icem'd 


to proceed from the Loſs of her young one, than. 


« from the Senſe of her own 'Torments.”” 

But notwithitanding this natural Love cf Biutes is 
much more violent ard intenſe than in rational Crea- 
ares, Providence has taken care that it ſhould be no 


longer troubleſome to the Parent, than it is uſeful to 


the Young ; for ſo ſoon as the Wants of the latter 
ceaſe, the Mother withdraws her Fondneſs, and leaves 
them to provide for themſelves : And what 1s a very 


particular Circumſtance in this part of Inſtinct, we find 


that the Love of the Parent may be lengthen'd out be- 


yond its uſual Time, if the Preſervation of the Species. 


requires it, as we fee in Birds that drive away their 
young, as ſoon as they are able to get their Liveli- 


hood; but continue to feed tizem, if they are tied to, 


the Neſt, cr confn'd within a Cage, or by any other 
Means appear to be out of a Condition of ſupplying 
their own Necellities. 

his natural Love is not obſerv'd in Animals to 
aſcend from the young to the Parent, Which is not at 


all neceſſary for the Continuance of the Species, nor. 


indeed in reaſonable Creatures does it riſe in any Pro- 
portion, as it ſpreads itſelf d,wnwards ; for in all Fa- 
mily Affection, we find Protection granted and Favours 
2tow'd, aref-reater Motives to Love and Tenderneſs 
than Safety J;3enefits, or Life receiv'd. 
One wo wonder to hear ſceptical Men diſfuting 


for the RAe of Animals, and telling us it is cn'y 
our. 
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our Pride and Prejudices that will not allow them the 
Uie of that Faculty Rca/cn ſhews itſelf in al! Occur. 
rences of Life; whereas the Brute makes no ſuch Diſ- 
covery of ſuch a Talent, but in what immediately re- 
gards his own Preſervation, or the Continuance of his. 
Species. Animals in their Generation are wiſer than 
the Sons of Men, but their Wiidom is confin'd to a: 
few Particulars, and lies in a very narrow Compaſs, 
Take a Brute out of his Inſtinct, and you find him 
wholly depriv'd of Underſtanding. To ule an In- 
tance that comes often under Oblervation. 

With what Caution. dees the Hen provide herſelf a. 
Neſt unfrequented, and free from Noiſe and Diſtur- 
bince? When the has laid her Eggs in ſuch a Manner 
that ſhe can cover them, what Care does ſhe take in 
covering them frequentiy, that all Parts may partake - 
of the vital Warmth ? When ſhe leaves them to pro- 
vide for her neceſiary Suſtenance, how punctually does 
ſhe return before they have lime to cool, and become 
incapable of producing an Animal ? In S:mmer you 
ſee ner giving herſelf greater Freedoms, and quitting, 
her Care for above two Hours together; but in Win- 


ter, when the Rigour of the Seaſon would chill the 


Principles of Life, and deilrcy the young one, ſhe 
grows more aſiduous in her Attendance, ard ſtays- 
away but half of the Time. When the Birth ap- 
proaches, with how much Nicety and Attention does 
the help the Chick to break ts Priſon ? Not to take 
notice of her covering it from the Injuries of the Wea- 
ther, providing it proper Nowiſhment, and teaching 
it to help hericif ; not to mention her forſaking the 
Neſt, if after the uſualzl ime of reckoning the young 
ones does not make their Appearance. A chemical Ope- 
ration could not be follow'd with greater Art or Dili- 
gence than is ſeen in the haiching of a Chick, tho? 
there are many other Birds that ſhew an infinitely 
greater Sagacity in all the ſoremem io Particulars, 
But at the ſame T'ime the Hen, Ut has all this 
ſeeming Ingenuity (which indeed is aYplutely neceſ- 
ſary for the Propagation of the Species/Konſider'd in 
other Reſpects, is without the leaſt GiNnmering of 
Thought or common Scuſæe. She miſtakes a Piece of 


* Chalk 
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Chalk for an Egg, and ſits upon it inthe ſame Man. 
ner: She is inſenſible of any Increaſe or Diminution 
in the Number of thoſe the lavs. She does not d:itin- 


guich between her own and thoſe of another Species; 


and when the Birth appears of never ſo dificrent a . 
Bird, will cheriſh it for her own, In all theſe Circum- ; 
ſtances which do not carry an immediate Regard to 3 
the Subſiſtence of herielf or Species, ſhe is a very 5 
Idiot. 
There is not, in my Opinion, any thing more my- * 
ſterious in Nature than this In tinct in Animals, which 55 


thus riſes above Reaſon, and falls infinitely ſhort of it. 
It cannot be accounted for by any Properties in Mat- 
ter, and at the ſame Time works after io odd a Man- 
ner, that one cannot think it the Faculty of an intel- 
lectual Beinz. For my own Part, I look upon it as 
upon the Principle of Gravitation in Bodies, which is 
not to be explain'd by any known Qualities, inherent 
in the Bodies themſelves, or from any Laws of Me- 
chaniſm; but according to the belt Notions of the 
greateſt Philoſophers, is an immediate Impreſſion om 
the firſt Mover and the divine Energy acting in the 
Creatures. SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 129, L. 


AMUSEMENTS of Life. 


T 7E all of us complain of the ſhortneſs of Time, 
ſaith Seneca, and yet have much more than 
we know what to do with. Our Lives, ſays he, are 
ſpent in doing nothing at all, or doing nothing to the 
Purpoſe, or doing nothing that we ought to do. We 
are always complaining that our Days are few, and 
acting as if there could be no End of them. 

Tnat noble Philoſopher has deſcribed our Incon- 
ſiſtency with ourſelves in this Particular, by all thoſe 
various Turns of Expreſſion and Thought which are 
peculiar to his Writings. I often conſider Mankind as 
- wholly inco ent with itfelt, in a Point that bears 
ſome Affinit d the former: Though we ſeem griev'd 
als of Life in general, we are wiſhing 
every Peri u of it at an End. The Minor longs to be 
at Age, then to be a Man of Buſineſs, then to make 


0 up 


r 
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up an Eſtate, then to arrive at Honours, then to re- 
tire. Thus though our whole Life is allowed by every 
one to be ſhort, the ſeveral Divifions of it appear to 


be long and tedious. We are for lengthening our 


Span in general, but would contract the Parts of 
which it is compofed. The Utfurer would be very 
well ſatisfied to have all the Time annihilated that 
lies between the preſent Moment, and next Quarter- 
day. The Politician would be contcnted to loſe three 


| Years in his Life, could he place Things in the 


Polture which he fancies they will ſtand in after ſuch 
a Revolution of Time. The Lover would be glad to 
ſtrike out of his Exiſtence 1! the Moments that are to 
paſs away before the happy Meeting. Thus as faſt 
as our Time runs, we ſhould be very glad in moiſt 
Parts of our Lives that it ran much faſter than it does, 
Several Hours of the Day hang upon our Hands ; nay, 
we wiſh away whole Years, and travel through Time 
as through a Country filled wich Wilds and many: 
Waſtes, which we would fain hurry over, that we may 
arrive at thoſe ſeveral little Settlements or imaginary 
Points of Reſt which are diſperſed up and down im it. 

If we divide the Life of molt Men into twenty: 
Parts, we ſhall find that at leait nineteen of them are 
mere Gaps and Chaſms, which are neither filled wit 
Pleaſure or Buſineſs. I do not however include in 
this Calculation the Life of ttoſe Men who are in a 
perpetual Hurry of Affairs, but of thoſe only who are 
not always engaged in Scenes of Action: And I hope 
I ſhall not do an unacceptable Piece of Service to thoſe 
Perſons, if I point out to them certain Methods for 
the filling up their empty Spaces of Liſe, 'The Me- 
thods I ſhall propoſe to them is as follow. 

The firſt is the Exereiſe of Vir:ue, in the molt gene- 
ral Acceptation of the Word. "That particular Scheme 
which comprehends the ſocial Viitues, may give Em- 
ploy ment to the moſt induſtrious Te r, and find a 
Man in Buſineſs more than the moſt ave Station of 
Life. To adviſe the Ignorant, reliev the Needy, 
comfort the Afflicted, are Duties that fan our way 
almoſt every Day of our Lives. A Man IMs frequent 
Opportunities of mitigating the Fierceneſs of a Party ; 

» of} 
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of doing Juſtice to the Character of a deſerving Man; 
of ſoftening the Envious, quieting the Angry, and recti- 
fying the Frejudiced ; which are all of them Employ- 
ments ſuited to a reaſonable Nature, and bring great 
Satisfaction to the Perſon who can buſy hinielt in 
them with Diſcretion, | 

There is another Kind of Virtue that may find Em- 
ployment for thoſe retired Hours in which we are 
altogether left to ourſelves, and deſtitute of Company 
and Converſation; I mean that Intercourle and Com. 
munication which every reaſonable Creature ought to 
have with the ſupreme Being. The Man who lives 
under an habitual Senſe of the divine Preſence, keeps 
up a perpetual Chearfulneſs of "Temper, and enjoys 
every Moment the Satisfaction of thinking himſelf in 
company with his deareſt and his beſt of Friends. The 
Time never lies heavy upon him: It is impoſlible for 
him to be alone. His Thoughts and Paſſions are the 
moſt bufied at ſuch Hours, when thoſe of other Men 
are moſt unactive. He no ſooner ſteps out of the 
World but his Heart burns with Devotion, ſwells with 
Hope, and triumphs in the Conſciouſneſs of that Pre- 
ſence which every where ſurrounds him ; or, on the 
contrary, pours out its Fears, its Sorrows in Apprehen- 
ſions, to the great Supporter for its Exiſtence, 

I have here conſider'd the Neceſſity of a Man's be- 
ing virtuous, that he may have ſomething to do; but. 
if we conſider farther, that the Exerciſe of Virtue is 
not only an Amuſement for the Time it laſts, but that 
its Influence extends to thoſe Parts of our Exiſtence 
which lye beyond the Grave, and that our whote Eter- 
nity is to take its Colour from thoſe Hours which we 
here employ. in Virtue or in Vice, the Argument re- 
doubles upon us for putting in practice this Method of 
palling our Time. | 

When a Man has but a little Stock to improve, and 
has Op portunitjes of turning it all to good Account, 
what ſhall we nk of him, if h: ſuffers nineteen Parts 
of it to lie d, and perhaps employ even the twen- 

uin and Dabei But becauſe the 
Mind cann t. be always in its Fervours, nor ſtrained vp 


do 
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to a Pitch of Virtue, it is neceſſary to find out proper 
Employments for it in its Relaxations. 

The next Method that I wou'd propoſe to ſill up 
our Time, ſhcu!d be uſeful and innocent Div-rſtons. 
J mutt confeſs I think it is be'ow reaſorable Creatures, 
to be altogether converſant in ſuch Dive ſions as are 
merely ii nocent, and have nothing elſe to recommend 
them, but that there is no Hurt in them. Whether 
any Kind of Gaming has thus much to ſay for ſelf, 
I ſhail not determine; but I think it is very wonderful 
to ſee Perſons of the belt Senſe, paſſing away Hours 
together in ſhufling and dividing a lack of Cards, 
with no other Converſation but what is made up of 
a few Game Phraſes, and no other Idvas but thoſe of 
red or black Spots ranged together in different Figures. 
Would not a Man laugh to hear any one of this Spe- 
cies complain that Life is ſhort ? | 

The Stage might be made a perpetual Source of the 
moſt noble and uſeful Entertainments, were it under 
proper Regulations. But the Mind never unbends 1t- 
felf ſo agrecably, as in the Converſation of a well— 
choſen Friend. There is indeed, no Bl. ſling of Life 
that is any way comparable to the Enjoyment of a dif- 
creet and virtuous Friend. It eaſes and unloads the 
Mind, chears and improves the Underſtanding, eagen- 
ders Thoughts. and Knowledge, animates Virtue and 
good Reſolutions, ſooths and allays the Paſſions, and 
tinds Emp'oz ment for moſt of the vacant Hours of 
Life. 

Next to ſuch an Intimacy with a particular Perſon, 
one would endeavour after a more general Converſa- 
tion, wich ſuch as are able to entertain and improve 
thoſe with whom they converſe, which are Qualifica- 
tions which ſeldom go aſunder. 

There are many other uſeful Amuſements of Life 
which one would endeavour to multiply, that one 
might on all Occaſions bave RecourſmgoNomething, 
rather than ſuffer the Mind to lie idle, r run adrift: 
with any Paſſion that chances to riſe in it? 

A Man that has a Taſte of Muſick, Pat: 
chitecture, is like one that has another 8 


©& 1c, when 
compared with ſuch as have no Reliſh of thoſe Arts. 
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The Floriſt, the Planter, the Huſbandman, the Gar- 
dener, when they ace only as Accompliſhments to the 
Man of Fortune, are great Reliefs to a Country Lite, 
and many Ways uſetul to tho'e who are polled 
of them. 

But of ail th Diverſions of Life, there is none ſo 
proper to fill up the empty Spaces, as the reading of 
uſeful and entertaining Authors: Put this 1 ſhail only 
mention, becauſe it in ſome Meaſure interkeres with 
the third Method, which I ſtall propoſe in another 
Paper, for the Employment of our dead and unactive 
Hours, and which I ſhall mention in general to be 
the Purſuit of Knowledge. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 93. L. 


ANGER. 


NGER is fo uneaſy a Gueſt in the Heart, that 

he may be ſaid to be born unhappy who is of a 

rough and cholerick Diſpoſition. The Moraliſts have 
defined it to be, a Defire of Revenge for ſome Injury 
«Fered, Men of hot and heady Tempers, are eagerly 
deſirous of Vengeance, the very Moment they appre- 
hend themſelves injur'd : Whereas the cool and ſedate, 
watch proper Opportunities to return Grief for Grief 
to their Enemy. By this Means it often happens that 
the Cholerick inflict diſpropor: ioned Puniſiments, upon 
flight, and ſometimes imaginary Offences; but the 
temperately Revengeful, have leiſure to weigh the 
Merits of the Cauſe, and hereby either to {mother 
their ſecret Reſentments, onto ſeek proper and ade- 
quate Reparations for the Damxares they have ſuſtain'd, 
Weak Miads are apt to ſpeak of Man of 
Fury, becauſe when the Storm is over, he þs full of 
Sorrow and Repentance : But the Truth is, (he 1; apt 
to commit ſuch Ravages during his Madnzfs, that 
whea he coqꝭ- to himſelf, he becomes tame then, for 


the ſame R on that he ran wild before, on!y to give 
himſelf eaſe land is a Friend only to himſelt in both 


Extremit: Men of this unhappy Make, more fre- 
| quently t! an any others, expect that their Friends ſhould 
bear with their Infirmities ; Their Friends at the ſame 
Time 
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Time ſhould deſire them to corre& their Infirmities, 
The common Excules, that they cannot help it, that it 
was ſoon over, that they harbour no Malice in their 
Hearts, are Arguments for pardonigg a Bull or a Ma- 
ſhi; but ſhall never reconcile me to an intellectual 
Salvage. Why indeed ſhould any one imagine, that 
Perſons in dependent upon him, ſhould venture into his 
Society, who hath not yet ſo far jubdved his boiling 
Blood, but that he is ready to do ſomething the next 
Minute which he can never repair, and hath nuthing 
to picad in h's own Behalf, but that he is apt to do 
Miichief as fait as he can? Such a Man may be feared, 
he may be piticd, he can never be l>ved. | 
I would not hereby he ſo underſtood, as if I meant 
to recommend flo and deliberate Malice. I Would 
only obſerve, that Men of Moderation are of a more 
amiable Character, than the raſh and inconſiderate ;. 
but if they do not huſband the Talent that Heaven has 
bellowed on them, they are much more odious than 
the Cholerick, as the Devil is more Forrible than a 
Erute: It is hard to fay which of the tvo, when in- 
yur'd, is more troubleſome to himſelf, or hurtful to 
his Enemy; the one is boiſterous and gentle by Fits, 
dividing his Life between Guilt and Repentance, ro 
all Tempeſt, again all Sun ſhine: The other hath a 
ſmoother but more laſting Anguilh, lying under a per- 
petual Gloom; the latter is a cowaruly Man, the 
former a generous Beaſt. If he may be he'd unfor- 
Lunate Wit) Car.n2t bz fure but that he may do ſome- 
thuig the next Minute which he ſhall lameat during 
his Lite, what ſhall we think of him that Lath a Soul 
ſo infected, that he can never be happy till he hath 
made ancther' miſerable? What Wars may we not 
imagine perpetually ranging in his Breaſt ? What 
dark Stratagems, unworthy Deſigns, inhuman Wiſhes, 
dreadful Irrciolutioas ! A ,Suake curled in many in- 
tricate Mazes, ready to ſting a Trave. and to hiſs 
him in the Pangs of Death, is no ui Emblem of 
ſuch an artful, unſearchable Projector. (Were I to 
chuſe an Enemy, whether ſhould I wiſh M one that 
could ſtab me immediately, or one that Huld give: 
me an Valian Poiſon, ſubt!c and lingering, yet as cer- 
| | tainby 
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tainly fatal as the Stroke of a Stilletto. Let the Rea. 
der determine the Doubt in his own M nd: 
There is yet a third Sort of Revenge, if it may be 
called a Taird, which is compounded of the other 
| two, I mean the miſtaken Honour which hath too 
often a Place in generous Breaſts. Men of good Edu- 
cation, tho gh naturally cholerick, reſtrzin tucir Wrath 
fo far as to ſeek convenient Times for Vengeance. 
ll The ſing e Combat ſeems ſo ungenerous a way of end- 
| ing Controverſies, that till we have ſtricter Laws, 
1 the Number of Widows and Orphans, and I with I. 
could ſay, of wreiched Spirits, will be :ncreated, Of 
all the Medals which have been firuck in honour of a 
5 neighbouring Monarch, there is not one which can 
give him. ſo true a Renown, as that upon the Succeſs 
of hs Edict, for avoh/bing tbe pious Practice of 
Daclling. | 
Wnat inclined me at preſent to write upon this Sub- 
ject, was the Sight cf the following Letters, which I 
can aſſure the Reader to be genuine. They con- 
cern two noble Names among us, but the Crime of 
which the Gentlemen are guilty, bears too prevalently 
the Name of Honour, to need an Apology to their 
Relations to revive the Mention of their Duel. But the 
Dignity of Wrath, and the cool and deliberate Pre- 
paration (by paſſing different Climes, and waiting con- 
venient Seaſons) for murdering each other, when we 
conſider them as moved by a Scene of Honour, mult 
raiſe in the Reader as much Compatſion as IIorror. 


1 1 
"mx — af RS 


* 
1 
. — 

new —— oy ers „%ũů p 6 PU oe 


pry ce NEE 


ILAN 200%. 


— en 


s 1, Sf n 
R * 
F 


r 


—— Ee ay 2 


ot 


x" mary 

— PR 
— 
, 


„ hoop += EDO 
WD; "EIS — 


ij Rae” as 


. * _ 
ht OS OR 


A Monficur Monſieur Sackville, 


J that am in France, hear how much you attri- 
& bute to yourſelf in this Time, that I have given the 
« World Leave to Ting your Praiſes * * if 
« you call in Memory; whereas I gave you my Hand 
Hu I reſerved my Heart tor a truer Re- 
© Now be that noble Gentleman my 
poke you, and come and do him Right 
:ecite the Trials you owe your Birth an 
« Countrk; were I not confident your Honour gives 
vou the ſame Courage to do him Right, that it did 
a „to 
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c to do me Wrong Be Maſter of your own Weapons 
&« and Time; the Place whereſozver I will wait on 
„% you. By doing this, you ſhall ſhorten Reverge, 
« and clear the idle Opinion the World hath of both 
c our Worth. Ed: Bruce. 


5 A Monſieur Monſitur le Paron de Kinloſs. 


« As it ſhall be always far from me to ſeek a Quar- 
64 rel, ſo will I be always ready to meet with any 


q! « that defire to make trial of my Valour, by ſo fair 
15 « a Courſe as you require. A Witneſs whereof your- 


4 {elf ſhall be, who within a Month ſhall receive a 


7% « ſtri&t Account of Time, Place, and Weapon, where 
8 « you ſhall find me ready diſpoſed to give you honour - 
8 „able Satisfaction by him that ſhall conduct yoa 
13 « taither. In the mean Time, be as ſecret of the 
1 « Appointment as it ſcems ycu are defirous of it. 
0 | Eaward Sackwille.” 
$ A Monfieur Monſieur le Baron de Kinloſs. 
1" cc [ am ready at Fergoſo, a Town in Leland, tO give 
1 % you that Satisfaction your Swerd can render you, 
£ * accompanied by a worthy Gentleman for my Second 


in degree a Knight; and for your coming, I will 
not limit you a pe emptory Day, but deſire vou to 
« make a definite and ſpe:dy Repair, for your own 
+ Honour and fear of Precaution ; until which Time 
* you ſhall tnd me there. 


Tergſo the 10th of Auguſt, Ed. Sackwille."? 
1613. 
on , 4 Monteur Monſieur Sackville. 
bs « T have receiv'd your Letter by your Man, and 


acknowledge you have dealt nobly ith me, and 


. vant of mir 


If ed with one Mr. Cras-/5r7, an Englih Gentleman, 
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Oh! fatal Lowe rf Fame ! Oh glorious Heat ! 
Orly Jefirudtive to the Brave and Great. : 
CAMPAICY, 


The gallant Behaviour of t! e Combatants, may ſerve 
to raiſe in or Minds a yet higher Deteſtation of that 


falſe Honour which robs our Co antry of Men fo fitted 


to ſupport and adorn it. 


Li- Edward Sackville's N, / Lian of the Fight between 
Lim and the Lord Bruce. 


IWerthy Sir, 

S Jam not ignorant, ſo ought I to be ſenſible of 
the falſe Aſperſicns ſomes Authorleſs Tongues 
have laid vpon me, in the Reports of the unfortunate 
Paſſage lately he ppe ed between the Lord Bruce and 
myfeff, which as they are ſpread here, fo I may juſtly 
ear they reicn where ycu are. There are but two 
Ways to rcſo've Doul ts of this Nature; by Oath or 
or by Sword: The firſt is doe to Magiſtrates, and com- 
municable to his Friends; the other to ſuch as mali- 
ciouſly ſlander and impudently defend their Aftertions. 
Your Love, rot my Merit, aſf res me, you hold me 
your Frend, which Eitcem I 2m much deſirous to re— 
tain, Do me therefore the Right to urderitand the 
Cruth ef that, and in my Beha'f inform others, who 
either or may be infected with ſiniſter Rumours, much 
e to that fair Opinion I deſire to hold amorgit 
all wo:thy Perſons: And on the Faith of a Gentleman, 
the Relation I fha!l give, is neitier mote or lefs than 
the bare Truth, The Inclos'd contains the frit Cita— 
tion, {ent from Paris by a Seotr/h G ntlema in, who 
deliver d it to me in Drusbire, at my Father-in-Law's 
Houſe. After it follows then my Aniwer, returned 
him by the jame Bearer. The next is my Accom- 
a fhinevt of my firit Prom'ſe, being a partie. lar Aſſig- 
ation of Place and Weapon, which 1 ſent by a Ser. 
dy poſt from. Retrer iam, as icon as 1 
Tie Receipt of which, join'd with an 
ment of my too ftir Carriage to he os 

ceas d L 1s telt:fy'd by the lait, hien Pe 10.!s th 
Fuß neſs C1} we meet at Trg in Leland, it being he 
Place al'o:ted for Rendezvo'!'s; when he, accom pa- 


landed chere 
Acknowle: 


for 
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for his Second, a Surgeon, and a Man, arrived with all 
the Speed he could: And there having rendred him- 
ſelf, I addreſſed my Second, Sir 7% Heiden, to let 
him underſtand, that it be done by Conſent, as con- 
cerning the Terms whereon we ſhould tight, as alſo 


the Place. To our Seconds, we gave Power for their 


Appointments, who agreed we ſhould go to Antwerp, 
from thence to Bergen-op-Zoom, where, in tre Mid- 
way, but a Village divides the Sat Territories from 
the 4rchduke's, and there was the deſtined Stage, to 
the End, that having cnded, he that could, might pre- 
fently exempt himſelf from the Juitice of the Country, 
by retiring into the Dominion of that not offended. 
It was forther c-ncluded, that in caſe any ſhould fall 
or ſlip, that then the Combat ſhould ceaſe ; and ke 
whole ill Fortune ſhou!d ſo ſubject him, was to ac- 
knowledge his Life was to be in the o:her's Hands; 
Pat in caſe one Party's Sword fhould break, becauſe 
that could only chance by Hazard, it was agreed that 
the other ſhould take ro Advantage, but either of 
them be made Friends, or elſe upon even Terms to go 
to it again. Thus theſe Concluſions being each of 
them related to his Party, was by us both approved 
and aflented to. Accordingly we embark'd for Ant- 
erp. And by reaſon my Lord, as I conceive, be- 
cauſe he could not handiomly, without Danger of Dif. 
covery, had nt paired he Sword, | ſent bim to Poris; 
bringing one of the ſame Length, but twice as 
broad, my Second excepted againſt it, ard adviſed 
me to match my own, and tend him the Choice, 
which I obey'd, it being, you know, the Challenger's 


Privilege to ele his Weapon. At the De ivery ef 
the Sword, which was by Sir 70% Heldon, it pleaſed 


my Lord Bruce to chuſe my own ; and then, paſt Ex- 
P ctat on, he told him, that he thouglt himt-f fo far 
behi:.d hand, as a little of my Blood wou d not ſerve 
his Turn, and therefore he was now rei44p'd to have 
me alone, becanſe he knew {for. I Mie hi 


Words) /t /o averihy a'Gertl. man, ana Frierd, 
cou'd 19t endure ts lau by, and fee him do th M hieb he 
muſt, to fetish) himſcIf end lis Honour, HerAgnto Sir 


Jahn Heiden reply'd, that ſuch Intentions were bloody 
and Butchery, far unſuting ſo noble a Perſonage, who 
ſhould 
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ſnould deſire to bleed for Reputation, not for Life: 
Withal adding, that he thought himſelf injured, being 
come thus far, now to be exempted from performing 
thoſe honourable Offices he came for. The Lord, for 
anſwer, only reiterated his former Reſolution ; where - 
upon Sir J leaving him the Sword he, had elected, 
delivered me the other, with his Determinations : The 
which, not for Matter but Manner, ſo moved me, as 
though, to my Remembrance, I had not for a long 
while eaten more liberally at Dinner, and therefore 
unfit for ſuch an Action (ſeeing the Surgeons hold a 
Wound upon a full Stomach, much more dangerous 
than otherwiſe). I requelted my Surgeon to certify 
him, * That I would preſently decide the Difference, 
« and therefore he ſhould preſently meet me on Horſe- 
back, ny waitei on by our Surgeons, they being 
unarmed. Together we rode, one before the other, 
ſome twelve Score, about two Ergliih Miles; 
and then, Paſſion having ſo weak an Enemy to 
aſlai', as my Direction, eafily became Victor, and 
vſing his Power, made me obedient to his Com- 
mards. U being verily mad with Anger, the Lord 
Bruce ſhould thirſt after my Life with a Kind of 
Aſſuredneſs, ſceing I had come ſo far, and needs 
leſely, to give him Leave to regain his loſt Repu- 
tation, I bad him al gat, which with all Willing 
reſs he quickly granted; and there in a Meadow, 
Ancle-deep in Water at the leaſt; bidding farewel 
to our Doublets, in our Sh1-ts we began to charge 
each other; having atore commanded our Surgeons 
to withdraw themſelves a pret'y Diſtance from us, 
corjuring tnem beſides, as they expected our Fa- 
vours or their own Safeties, no: to ſtir. but ſuffer us 
to execute our Pleaſures. We being fully reſolved 
(God forgive us) to diſpatch one another by what 
Means we could, I made a Thruſt at my Enemy, 
but was ſport, and in drawing back my Arm, I re- 
ceived treat Wound tnercon, which ! interpre- 
ted as , ,ward for my ſhort ſhooting ; but in Re- 
- vengege'preſt into him, though 1 then miſled him 
al o, nd then receiving a Wound in my Right 
Pap, which paſſed level through my Body, and al- 
c | « molt 
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« moſt to my Back ; and there we wreſtled for the 
two greateſt and deareſt Prizes we could ever ex- 
« pe& Trial for, Honour and Life. In which ſtrug- 
« oling, my Hand, having but an ordinary Glove on 
« it, loſt one of her Servants, though the meaneſt, 
ö which hung by the Skin, and to Sight, yet re- 
— « maineth as before; and I am put in hopes one Day 
79 « to recover the Uſe of it again. But at lit Breath- 

„ leſs, yet keeping our Holds, there paſſed Propoſi- 
3 tions on both Sides of quitt ng each other's Swords; 
21 « but when Amity was dead, Confidence could not 
: « live, and who ſhould quit the firit was the Queſtion, 
«© which on neither Part, either would perform ; and 


| * * reſuming again afreſh, with a Kick and a Wrench | 
together, 1 freed my long captivated Weapon, 5 

ö 1 ©« which incontinently levelling at his Throat, being | 
ö VVMäaaſter ſtill of his, | demanded if he would afk his 

; 6 : „Life or yield his Sword; both which, though in 

1 ce that eminent Danger, he bravely denied to do. My | 
| f «« ſelf being wounded, and ſeeing Loſs of Blood, bav- | 
- ning three Conduits running from me, began to make , 
1 ame faint, and he courageouſly perſiſting not to | 
f bi « either of my Propoſitions, Remembrance of his | 
. former bloody Deſire, and feeling of my preſent 
- 8 *© Eſtate, I firuck at his Heart, but with his avoid- 
ning miſt my Aim, yet pait through tae Body, and 

„ * *« drawing through my Sword, , re-palt it through 

1 3 again, through another Place; when he cricd, 

e = © 0b! I am fla! ſeconding his Speech with all the 

8 Porce he had to caſt me. But being too weak, 
3, $ *© after I had defended his Aſſault, I eafily became 
L 


4 Maſter of him, laying him upon his Back, when 
1s = © being upon him, I cemanded if he would requeil 
d j1 his Life, but it ſeem'd he priz'd it not at ſo dear a 


at Rate to be beholding for it; bravely replying. he 
'3 # ** /corr'dit; which Anſwer of his was ſo noble and 
e- ort 1 ſt J Id not find þ Hear 
4 Worthy, As 1 prote could not nnd un) eart 
e- „ to offer him any more Violence only K ping him 
| ; : . 7 3 
2 1 © down, till at length his Surgeon, «far oft. Micd ov , 
m 1 « He avould immediately dic, if his Wounds Mre na 
0 = *© /ofped., Whereupon I aſk'd him if he dei d his 
al- 


& * Surgeon ſhould come, Which he accepted ot; and. 
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- © ſo being drawn away, I never offered to take his 
Sword, accounting it inhuman to rob a dead Man, 
66 for ſo 1 held him to be. Thus this ended, I re- 
tired to my Surgeon, in whoſe Arms, after I had 
« remained a while for want of Blood, I loſt my 
Sight, and withal, as I then thought, my Life alſo, 
«© when J eſcaped a great Danger: For my Lord's 
«+ Surgeon, when no body dream d of it, came full at 
„ me with his Lord's Sword; and had not mine with 
my Sword interpsſed himſelf, I had been lain by 
«+ thoſe baſe Hands: Aitnough my Lord Brace, wel- 
„ tring in his Blood, and paſt all Expectations of Life, 
** contormable to all his former Carriage, which was 
** ungoubtedly noble, cry'd out, Raſcal! bold thy 
«< 1a:{. So may I proſper as I have dealt ſincerely 
„ with you in this Relation, which I pray you, 
„Vith the incloſed Letter, deliver to my Lord Cham- 
© bcriain, and fo, Sc. 


Yours, | 
7 vain the 8th of September, EowakD SACKVILLE.” 
| 16:3, GUanDIaN, Vol. II. No. 134. 


AnTrocuvus. 
& A 770CHCUS, Prince of great Hopes, fell paſ- 


IJ. fionately in Love with the young Queen Strato— 
1.2, Who was his Mother-in-Law, and had bore a 
Sona to the old King Scleucus, his Father. The Prince 
noding it impoſſible to extinguiſh his Paſſion, fell ſick, 
and refuſed al! Manner of Nouriſhment, being deter- 
min'd to put an End to that Life which was become 
znſupportable. | 
Eraſiſiratus, the Phyſician, ſoon found that Love 
was his Diſtemper ; and cb'ierving the Alteration in 
his Pulie ard Counterance, whenever S/ratorice made 
him a Viſit, was foon ſatisſicd that he was dying for 
his Motnegin-Lavw. Knowing the old King's Ten— 
dernels [& nis Son, when he one Morning enqui— 


red ot M. Health, he told him, "That the Prince's 


Diltemr& was Love; but that it was incurable, be- 
cauſe Pas impoſſible for him to poſleſs the Perſon 


hom he loved. The King ſurprized at this Account, 
eyed to know how his Son's Paſhon could be inca- 
rable ? 


wa 


it!!!! fd, , oor, Mi. 
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rable? Why, Sir, replica Eraſiſiratus, becauſe he is in 
Love with the Perſon I am married to, | 

The old King immediately conjured him by all his 
paſt Favours, to ſave the Life of his Son and Succeſ- 
ſor. Sir, ſaid Eraſiſtratis, would your Majeſty but 
fancy yourſelf in my Place, you would ſee the Unrea- 
ſonableneſs of what you defire. Heaven is my Wit- 
neſs, ſaid Seleucus, I would reſign even my Stratonice 
to ſave my Antiochus. At this the Tears ran down his 
Cheeks, which when the Phyſician ſaw, taking him 
by the Hand, Sir, ſaid he, if theſe are your real Sen- 
ments, the Prince's Life is out of Danger: It is Stra- 
torice for whom he dies Selcucus immediately gave 
Orders for the Solemnizing the Marriage ; and the 
young Queen, to ſhew her Obedience, very generouſly 


exchanged the Father for the Son. 


TaTLER, Vol. III. No. 185. 


ANTs. 


N my laſt S$:turday's Paper, I ſuppoſed a Mole-hill 
inhabited by Piſmires or Ants, to be a lively Image 
of the Earth peopled by human Creatures. This Sup— 
poſition will not appear too forced or flrained to thoſe 
Who are acquainted with the natural Hiſtory of thoſe 
little Inſects, in order to which I ſhall preſent my 
Reader with the Extract of a Letter upon this curious 
Subject, as it was publiſh'd by the Members of the 
French Academy, and fince tranſlated into Ergliþ. TI 
mult confeis I never was better entertain'd than with 
this Narrative, which is of undoubted Credit and 
Authority. | 
In a Room next to mine, which had been empty 
for a long Time, there was upon a Window a Box full 
of Earth, two Foot deep, and fit to keep Flowers in. 
That King of Paſture had been long ung ꝗtivated, and 
therefore it was covere with old Plaiſte Nand a great 
deal of Rubbiſh, that fell from the Top the Houſe 
and from the Walls, which, together with Khe Earth 
formerly imbibed with Water, made a kinuVpf a dry 
aud barren Soil. The Place lying to the Scurh, and 
vut of the Reach of Wind and Rain, beſides the Ngigh- 
E 2 bourhood 
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bourhood of a Granary, was a molt delightful Spot 
of Ground for Ants, and therefore they had made 
their Neſts there, without doubt for the ſame Reaſon 
that Men build Cities in ſruitfal and convenient Places, 
near Springs and Rivers. | 

Having a Mind to cultivate ſome Flowers, I took a 
View of that Place, and removed a 'I'ulip out of the 
Garden into that Box. But caſting my Eyes upon the 
Ants, continually taken up with. a thouſand Cares 
very incopſiderable with reſpect to us, but of the greateſt 
Importance for them, 'they appeared to me more 
worthy of Curioſity than all the Flowers in the World. 


I quickly removed the Tulip, to be the Admirer and 


Reftorer of that little Commonwealth. This was 
the only Thing they wanted ; for their Policy, and 
the Order obſerved among them, are more Perſect 
than thoſe of the wiſcit Republicks: And therefore 
they have nothing to fear, unleſs a new Legiſlator 
ſhould attempt to change the Form of their Govern- 
ment. 

I made it my Buſineſs to procure them all Sorts of 
Conveniencies ; I took out of the Box every thing 
that might be troubleſome to them, and frequently 
viſited my Ants, and ſtudied all their Actions. Being 


_ uſed to go to Bed very late, | went to fee them work 
in a Moon-ſhiny 192 an ; and I did frequently get up 


in the Night to take a View of their Labours. 

always found ſome going up and down, ard very 
buſy. One would think they never ſleep. Every 
body knows that Ants comes out of their Holes in 
the Day time, and expoſe to the Sun the Corn which 
they keep under Ground in the Night. What ſur- 
prized me at firſt was, my Ants never brought ont 
their Corn but in the Night, when the Moon did ſhine, 
and kept it under Ground in the Day time, which 


was contrary to what J had ſeen and faw pracuſed by 


thoſe Inſects 
Reaſon of 1 
f om thenc 


"other Places. 1 quickly found out the 


| „ Pigeons and Birds would have eaten 
their Co if they had brought it out in the Day 
time: I highly probable they knew it by Experi- 
rience ; and I frequently found Pige,ns and Birds in 
e that 


a, A ** 
There was a Pigeon-houſe not far 
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that Place, when I went to it in a Morning : I quickly 
deliver'd them from thoſe Robbers: I frighted the Birds 
away with ſome Pieces of Paper tied to the End of a 
String over the Window : As for the Pigeons, I drove 
them away ſeveral Times; and when they perceived 
that the Place was more frequented than before, they 
never came to it again What is moſt admirable, and 
what I could hardly believe, if I did not know it by 
Experience, is, That theſe Ants knew ſome Days at- 
ter that they had nothing to fear, and began to lay 
out their Corn in the Sun. However I perceived they 
were not fully convinced of being out of all Danger; for 
they durſt not bring out their Proviſions all at once, but 
by Degrees, ſirſt in a ſmall Quantity, and without any 
great Order, that they might quickly carry them away 
in caſe of any Misfortune, watching and looking every 
Way: At laſt being perſuaded they had nothing to 
fear, they brought out all their Corn, almoſt every 
Day, and in good Order, and carried it in at Night. 
There is a {trait Hole in every Ants Neſt, about 
half an Inch deep; and then it goes down ſloping 
into a Place where they have Magazines, which L 
take to be a different Place from that where they 
reſt and eat. For it is highly improbable tl.at an 
Ant, which is a very cleanly Inſect, and throws out 
of her Neſt all the ſmall Remains of the Corn on 
which ſhe ſeeds, as | have obſerved a thouſand Times, 
would' fill up her Magazine and mix her Corn with 
Dirt and Ordure. | 

The Corn that is laid up by Ants, would ſhoot un- 
der Ground, if theſe Inſeòs did not take Care to pre- 
vent it. They bite off all the Buds before they lay 


it up, and therefore the Corn which has lain in their 


Neſts, will produce nothing. Any one may eaſily 
make this Experiment, and even plainly fee there is 
no Bud in their Corn. But though the Bud be bitten 
of, there remains another Inconvenir ge, that Corn 
maſt needs {well and rot under Ground Nad therefore 
could be of no Uſe for the Nouriſhi ent of Ants. 
Theſe Inſects prevent that Inconvenience dy their La- 
bour and Induſtry, and contrive the Mar ſo, that 


E 3 Corn 
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Corn will keep as dry in their Neſts as in our 
Granaries. | 

They gather many ſmall Particles of dry Earth 
which they bring every Day out of their Holes, and 
place them round to heat them in the Sun: Every 
Ant brings 2 ſmall Particle of that Earth in her Pin- 
cers, lays it by the Hole, and then goes and fetches 
another. Thus in leſs than a Quarter of an Hour, 
one may fee a vaſt Number of ſuch ſma'l Particles of 
drv Earth. heaped up round the Hole; they lay their 
Corn under Ground upon that Earth, and cover it 
with the ſame They perform'd this Work almoſt 
every Day, during the Heat of the Sun ; and tho' the 
Sun went from the Window between three and four 
o'Clock in the Afternoon, they did not remove their 
Corn and their Particles of Earth, becauſe the Grourd 
was very hot, till the Heat was over. 

If any one ſhould think that thuſe Animals ſhould 
uſe Sand or ſmall Particles of Brick or Stone, rather 
than take ſo much Pains al out dry Earth, I anſwer, 
that upon ſuch an Occaſion, nothing can be more pro- 
per than Earth heated by the Sun; Corn does not 
Keep upon Sand: Beſides, a Grain of Corn that is cut, 
being deprived of its Pud, would be filled with ſmall 
ſandy Particles that could not. eaſily come out. Io 
whica JI add, that Sand conſitts of ſuch ſmall Particles, 
that an Ant could not take them up one after ano- 
ther, and therefore thele Inſects are to be ſeldom found 
near Rivers, or in a very ſandy Ground. 

As for the ſmall Particles of Brick and Stone, the 
leaſt Moiſtneſs would join them together, and turn 
them into a Kind of Maſtick, which thoſe Inſects 
cou'd, not divide Thoſe Particles ſticking together, 
would not come out of an Ant's Neſt, and would ſpoil 
its Symmetry. 

When Ants have brought out thoſe Particles of 
Earth, they ing out their Corn after the {ame Man- 
ner, and pe it reund that Earth. Thus one may 
ſee two Hips ſurrounding one Hole, one of dry 
tne other of Corn ; and then they fetch 
out a Rain of dry Earth, on which doubtlels their 
Corn was laid up, 

EN, 'Thoſe 
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Thoſe Inſects never go about this Work, but when 
the Weather is clear, and the Sun very hot. I ob- 


4 ſerv'd, that thoſe little Animals having one Day 
bl brought up their Corn about Eleven o'Clock in the 
4 Forenoon, removed it, againſt their uſual Cuſtom, be- 
| fore one in the Afternoon: The Sun being very hut. 


Lo 

RT 
N .. 
1 HE 


and the Sky very clear, I could perceive no Keaivn 
for it; but half an Hour after, the Sky began to 
overcaſt, and there fell a ſmall Rain, which he Ants 
foreſaw ; whereas the Milan Almanack had foretold. 
there would be no Rain that Day. | 

I have ſaid before, that thoſe Ants which I did {9 
particularly conſider, fetch'd their Corn out-of a Gar- 
ret. I went very frequently into that Garret. There 
was ſome old Corn in it, and becauſe every Grain was 
not alike, I obſerved that they choſed the belt, 

[ know, by ſeveral Experiments, that thoſe little 
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1 Animals take great care to provide themſelves with 
r Wheat when they can find it, and always pick out the 
's beſt; but they can make ſhift without it. When they 
can get no Wheat, they take Rye, Oats, Mil'e:, 
t and even Crumbs of Bread, but ſeldom ary Barley, 
a unleſs it be in Time of great Scarcity, and when 
1 nothing elſe can be had. 
0 Being willing to be inform'd more particularly of 
& their Forecaſt and Induſtry, I put a imall Heap in 
- a Corner of the Room where they kept; and to 
d prevent their fetching Corn out of the Garret, I 
mut up the Window, and ſtopt all the Holes. 'l he 
C Ants are very knowing, I don't take them to be 
N Conjurers, and therefore they cou'd not guets that I 
Q had put ſome Corn in that Room. I perceived for 
P, ſeveral Days that they were much perplexed, ard 
il went a great way to fetch their Proviſions, I was not 
willing tor ſome Time to make them more eaſy, for 
F | had a Mind to know whether they would at laſt find 
c out the Treaſure, and ſee it at a great.Diſtam.e, and 
y whether ſmelling enabled them to Know that is good 
y for their Nouriſhment, Thus they wer'“ ſome Time 
h in great Trouble, and took a great det & of Pains : 


They went up and down a great Way loop out for 
{ome Grains of Corn: They were ſometirfles diſap- 
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pointed, and ſometimes they did not like their Corn, 


after many long and painful Excurſions. What ap- 
peared to me wonderful was, tha: none of them came 
home without bringing ſomething: One brought 4 
Grain of Wheat, another of Rye and Oats, or a Par- 


ticle of dry Oats, it ſhe could get nothing elle. 


The Window upon which thote Ants had made 
their Settlement, looked into a Garden, and was two 
Stories high. Some went to the further End of the 
Garden, others to the fiſth Story, in queſt of tome 
Corn. It was a very hard journey for them, eſpecially 
when they came home loaded with a fret y large 
Grain of Corn, which needs mult be a heavy Bur- 
then for an Ant, and as much as ſhe can bear. The 
bringing of that Grain from the Middle of the Garden 
to the Neſt, took up four Hours; whereby one may 
judge of the Stiength and prodigious Labour of thoſe 
Animals. It appears from thence, that an Ant works 
as hard a Man, who ſhould carry a very heavy Load 
upon his Shoulders almoſt every Day for the Space of 
four Leagues. *Tis- true, thote Inſects don't take ſo 
much Pains upon a flat Ground ; but then how great 
is the Hardſhip of a poor Ant, when ſhe carries a 
Grain of Corn to the ſecond Story, climbing up a Wall 
with her Head downwards, and her Backſide up- 
wards ? None can have a true Notion of it, unleſs 
they ſee thoſe little Animals at work in ſuch a Situa- 
tion. The frequent Steps they make in the moſt 
convenient Places, are a plain Indication of their 
Wearineſs. Some of them were ſtrangely perplexcd, 
and could not get to their Journey's End. In ſuch a 
Caſe, the ſtrongeſt Ants, or thoſe that are not fo 
weary, having carried their Corn to their Neſt, came 
down again to help them. Some are ſo unfortunate 
as to fall down with their Load, when they are al- 
moſt come home : When this happens, they ſeldom loſe 
their Corn, byt carry it up again. 

I ſaw one &, the ſmalleſt carrying a large Grain of 
Wheat withf,ncredible Pains : When ſhe came to the 
the Neſt was, ſhe made ſo much halte, 
J. down with her Load, after a very labo- 
Ch: Such an unhappy Accident would have 

| | vexed 
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vexed a Philoſopher. I went down and found her 
with the ſame Corn in her Paws ; ſhe was ready to 
climb up again: The ſame Misfortune happened to 


her three Times : Sometimes ſhe fell in the Middle of 


her Way, and ſometimes higher ; but ſhe never let go 
her Hold, and was not diſcouraged. At length her 
Strength fail'd her ; ſhe ſtopt, and another Ant help'd 
to carry her Load, which was one of the largeſt and 
fineſt Grains of Wheat that an Ant can carry. It 
happens ſometimes, that a Corn flips out of their 
Paws when they are climbing up: They take hold of 
it again, when they can find it; otherwiſe they look. 
for another, or take ſomething elſe, being aſham'd 
to return to their. Neſt without bringing ſomething, 
This I have experienced, by taking away the Grain 
they have look'd for. All theſe Experiments may 
eaſily be made by any one that has Experience enough : 
They do not require ſo great a Patience as that of 


Ants, but few People are capable of it. 
| GuaRrDiaN, Vol. II. No: 156. 


Go to the Ant, thou Sluggard ;; conſider her Ways, and 
be Wiſe, 


It has been obſerved by Writers of Morality, that 
in order to quicken human Induſtry, Providence has 
ſo contrived: it, tuat our daily Food 1s not to be pro- 
cured without much Pains and Labour. The Chaſe 
of Birds and. Beaſts, the ſeveral Arts of Fiſhing, with 
all the different Kinds of Agriculture, are neceſſary 
Scenes of Buſineſs, and gives Employment to the 
greateſt Part of Mankind, It we look into the Brute 
Creation, we find its Individuals employ'd in a. 
painful and laborious Way of Life, to procure a ne- 
ceſſary Subſiſtance for themſelves, or thoſe that grow 
up under them: The Preſervation of their Being, is 
the whole Buſineſs of it. An idle Man is therefore a 
Monſter in the Creation: All —_— buſy about 
him: Every Animal he ſees reproac-us him. Let 
ſuch a Man, who lies as a Burden or gead Weight. 
upon the Species, and contributes noth g either to 
the Kiches of the Commonwealth, or to le Mainte- 
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nance of himſ-if or Family, conſider that Initmnc: 
with which Providence has endowed the Ant, and by 
which 1s exhibited an Example of Induſtry to rational 
Creatures. This is ſet forth under many ſurpriſing 
Inſtances in the Paper of Yeſterday, and in the Con- 
cluſion of that Narrative, which is as follows. 
Thus my Ants were forced to make ſhift for a 


Live'yhood, when I had ſhat up the Garret, out of 


which they uſed to fetch their Proviſions. At laſt be- 
ing ſenſible that it would be a long Time before they 
could diſcover the ſmall Heap of Corn which I had 
laid up for them. I reſolved to ſhew it them. 

In order to know how far their Induſtry could 
reach, I contrived an Expedient which had good Suc- 
ceſs. The Thing will appear incredible to thoſe who 


never conſider'd, that all Animals of the ſame Kind, 


which form a Society, are more knowing than others, 
I took one of the largeſt Ants, and threw her upon 
that ſmall Heap of Wheat. She was ſo glad to find 
herſelf at Liberty, that ſhe ran away to her Nett, 
without carrying off a Grain; but ſhe obſerv'd it: 
For an Hour after, all my Ants had Notice given 
them of ſuch a Provihon, and | ſaw moſt of them 
very buſy ia carrying away the Corn I had laid up 
in the Room. | leave it to you to judge, whether it 
may not be ſaid, that they have a particular Way ot 
communicating their Knowledge to one another; for 
otherwiſe, how can they know, one or two Hours 


after, that there was Corn in the Place.” It was 


quickly exhauſted ; and I put in more, but in a ſmall 
Quantity, to know the true Extent of their Appetite or 
prodigious Avarice ; for ] make no Doubt but they lay 


up Proviſions againſt the Winter. We read it in holy 


Scripture ; a thouſand Experiments teaches us the 
ſame ; and ] don't believe that any Experiments has 
been made that ſhews the contrary. 

I have ſaid hefore that there were theſe Ants Neſts 
in that Box Parterre, which formed, if I may ſay 


10, three diffg/ent Cities, governed by the ſame Laws, 


and obſerviy the ſame Order, and the ſame Caſtoms, 
chere was this Difference, that the In- 
f one of thoſe Holes, ſeem'd to be more 
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and induſtrious than their Neighbours. 'The Ants of 
that Neſt were diſpoſed in better Order ; their Corn 
was finer; they had a greater Plenty of Proviſions ; 
their Neſts were furniſh'd with more Inhabitants, and 
they were bigger and ſtronger : It was the principal! 
and the capital Neſt. . Nay, I obſerv'd that thoſe 
Ants were diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt, and had ſome 
Pre- eminence over them. 

Tho' the Box full of Earth, where the Ants had 
made their Settlement, was generally free from Rain ; 


yet it rained ſometimes upon it, when a certain Wind 


blew. It was a great Inconvenience for thoſe In- 
ſets: Ants are afraid of Water: And when they go 
a great Way in queit of Proviſions, and are ſurpris d 
by the Rain, they ſhelter themſelves under ſome 'T'ile, 
or ſomething elſe, and don't come out until the Rain 
is over. The Ants cf the principal Neſt tound out a. 
wonderful Expedient to keep out the Rain: There 
was a ſmall Piece of a flat Slate, which they laid over 
the Hole of their Neſt in the Day time, when they 
foreſaw it would rain, and almoſt every Night : Above 
titty of theſe little Animals, eſpecially of the ſtrongeſt, 
turrounded that Piece of Slate, and drew it equally 
in a wonderful Order: They remov'd it in the Morn- 
ing, and nothing could be more curious than to ſee 
thoſe little Animals about ſuch a Work. They had 
made the Ground uneven about their Neit, inſomuch 
that the Slate did not lye flat upon it, but left a free 
Paſſage underneath. The Ants in the two other Neſts 
did not ſo well ſucceed in keeping out the Rain: 


They laid over the Hole ſeveral Pieces of dry Plai- 


ſter, one upon the other; but they were ſtill troubled. 
with the Rain, and the next Day they took a World. 
of Pains to repair the Damage. Hence it is, that 
thoſe Inſects are frequently found ur der Tiles, where 
they ſettle themſelves to avoid the Rain. Their Neſts 
are at all Times cover'd with thoſe Piles, without any 
Incumbrance ; and they lay out the A Corn and dry 
Earth in the Sun, about the Tiles, a one may fee 
every Day. I took care to cover the tip Ants Neſts, 
that were troubled with the Rain; as fe the Capital 
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Neſt, there was no. Need of exerciſing my Charity: 
towards it. 

M. de la Loubere ſays, in his Relation of Siam, that 
in a certain Part of that Kingdom, which lies open 
to great Inundations, all the Ants make their Settle- 
ments upon Trees: No Ants Neſts are to be. ſeen 
any where elſe. I need rot. inſert here what that 
Author ſays about thoſe Inſects; you may lee his 
Relation. | 

Here follows a curious Experiment which I mada 
upon the ſame Ground where I had three Ants Netts : 
] undertook a fourth, and went about it in the fol- 
low:ng Manner : In the Corner of a Kind of a Terras, 
at a conſiderable Diſtance from the Box, 1 found a Hole 
in the Box {warming with Ants, much larger than thoſe 
| had already ſeen ; but they were not ſo well pro- 
vided with Corn, nor under ſo good a Government. 
I made a Hole in the Box like that of an Ants Neſt, 
and laid as it were the Foundation of a new City- 
Afterwards I got as many Ants as I could out of the 


Neſt in the Terras, and put them into a Bottle, to 


give them a new Habitation in my Box, becauſe L 
was afraid they would return to the Terras. I de- 
ftroy'd their old Neſt, pouring boiling Water into 
the Hole to kill thoſe Ants that remained in it. In 
the next Place, I filled the new Hole with the Ants 
mat were in the Bottle; but none of them would itay 
in it; they went away in leis than two Hours; 
which made me believe that it was impoſſible to mac 

a fourth Settlement in my Box. | 
Two or three Days after, going accidently over the 
Terras, I was very much farpris'd to ſee the Ants 
Neſt, which I had deſtroy'd, very artfully repaired. 
I reſolved then to deſtroy it entirely, and to ſettle 
tnole Alits in my Box. Jo ſucceed in my Deſign, 1 
put {ome Brimſtone and Gun-powder into their 
ole, and iprung a Mine, whereby the whole Neit 
Was oveithroffa: And then I carried as many Ants 
as 1 could t, into the Place which I deſign'd for 
them. It Fappen'd to be a very rainy Day, and it 
rained allFiight, and thereſore they remained in the 
new Hof; all that Time, In the Morning, 2 the 
ain 
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Rain was over, moſt-of them went away to repair 
their old Habitation ; but finding it impracticable, 
by reaſon of the Smell of the Brimſtone and Powder, 
which kills them, they came back again, and ſettled in 
the Place I-had appointed for them. They quickly grew 
acquainted with their Neighbours, and received trom 
them all Manner of Aſſiſtance out of their Holes. 
As for the Inſide of their Neſt, none but themſelves 
were concern'd in it, according to thoſe inviolable 


Laws eſtabliſhed among thoſe Animals. 


An Ant never goes into any other Neſt but her own, 
and if ſhe ſhould venture to do it, ſhe would be ſe- 
verely puniſhed. I have often taken an Ant out of her 
Neſt and put her into another, but ſhe quickly came 


out, being warmly purſued. by two or three other 


Ants. I have often frighted ſome Ants with my Pin- 
gers, and purſued them as far as another Hole, ſtop- 
ping all the Paſſages to prevent their going to their 
own Neſt. It was very natural for them to fly into 
the next Hole: Many a Man would not be fo cau- 
tious, and would throw himſelf out of the Windows, 
or into a Well, if he were purſued by Aflaſſins ; but 
the Ants I am ſpeaking of, avoided going into any 
Hole but their own, — rather tried all other Ways 
of making their Eſcape. They never fled into ano- 
tier Neſt but at the laſt Extremity ; and ſometimes 
rather choſe to be taken, as | have often experienc'd. 
"Tis therefore an inviolable Cuſtom among thoſe In. 
ſes, not to go into any other Hole but their own. 
They don't exerciſe Hoſpitality, but they are very ready 
to help one another out of their Holes, They put 

down their Loads at the Entrance of a neighbouring 
Neſt, and thoſe that live in it, carry them in, They 
keep up a fort of Trade among themſelves ; and it 
is not true that thoſe Inſects are not for lending. I 
know the contrary : They lend their Corn, they 


make coeur, |} they are always ready to ſerve one 


another; and I can aſſure you, mei Pime and Pa- 
tience would have enabled me to obrirve a thouſand 
Things more curious and wonderful thay, what I have 
mention'd. For Inſtance, how they len and recover 
their Loans; whether it be in the ſame 5 
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Uſury, or with Uſury ; whether they pay the Stran- 
gers that work for them, c. I don't think it im- 
poſſible to examine all thoſe Things: and it would be 
a great Curioſity to know by what Maxims they go- 
vern themſelves ; perhaps ſuch a Knowledge might 
be of ſome Uſe to us. . 

They are never attacked by any Enemies in a 
Body, as it is reported of Bees: Their only Fear pro- 
ceeds from Birds, which ſometimes eat their Corn, 
when they lay it out in the Sun; but they keep it un- 
der Ground, when they are afraid of Thieves. "T's 
ſaid ſome Birds eat them, but I never ſaw any In- 
ſtance of it. They are alſo infeſted by ſmall Worms; 
but they turn them out, and kill them. I obſerved 

that they puniſhed thoſe Ants which probably had 
been wanting to their Duty; nay, ſometimes they 
killed them, which they did in the following Manner: 
Three or four Ants fell upon one, and pull'd her 
ſeveral Ways, till ſhe was torn to Pieces. Generally 
ſpeaking, they live very quictly, from whence ] infer, 


keep ſo good an Order, or that they are great Lovers 
of Peace, if they have no Occaſion for any Diſcipline, 
Was there ever a greater Union in any Common- 
wealth? Every thing is common among them, which 
is not to be ſeen any where elſe, Bees, of which we 
are told ſuch wonderful Things, have each of them 
a Hole in their Hives; their Honey is their own ; 
every Bee minds her own Concerns ; the ſame may 
be ſaid of all other Animals. They frequently fight, 
to deprive one another of their Portion: It is not ſo 
with Ants; they have nothing of their own, a Grain 
of Corn, which an Ant carries home, is depoſited in 
a common Stock: It is not for her own Uſe, but for 
the Good of the Whole Community. There is no 
Diſtinction between a private and a common Intereſt : 
An Ant never orks for herſelf but for the Society. 
isfortune happens to them, their Care 
and Induftry nd out a Remedy for it; nothing diſ- 
courages the. If you deltroy their Neſs, they will 
n two Days. Any body may ſee how 


's to drive them out of their Habitations, 
| without. 


| 
| 
nt 


they have a very ſevere Diſcipline among them to 
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without deſtroying the Inhabitants ; for as long as 
they are leſt, they will maintain their Ground. I had 
almoſt forgot to tell you, Sir, that Mercury is mortal 
Poiſon for them, and that it is the moſt effeQual Way 
of  deitroying thoſe Inſects. I can do ſomething for 
them in this Cale : Perhaps you may hear in a little 
Time that J have reconciled them to Mercury, 
GuAaRDIaNn, Vol. II. No. 157. 


ANXIETIES. 
T muſt be owned, that Fear is a very powerful. 

Paſſion, ſince it is eſteemed one of the greateſt of 
\ zrtues to ſubdue it: It being implanted in us for our 
Preſervation, it is no Wonder it ſticks cloſe to us as 
dong as we have any thing we are willing to preſerve. 
But as Life and all its Enjoyments would be ſcarce 
worth the keeping, if we were under a perpetual 
Dread of loſing them, it is the Buſineſs of Religion 
and Philoſophy to free us from all unneceſſary Anxie- 
ties, and direct our Fear to its proper Object. 

If we conſider the Painfulne!'s of this Paſſion, and 
the violent Effects it produces, we ſhall ſee how dan- 
gerous it is to give way to it upon ſlight Occaſions. 
Some have frighted themſelves into Madneſs, others 
have given up their. Lives to theſe Apprehenſions. 
The Story of a Man who grew gray in the Space of 
one Night's Anxiety, is very famuus. 


O Nox, quam longa es, que facis una ſenem. 


Thoſe Apprehenſions, if they proceed from a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Guilt, are the ſad Warnings of Reaſon ; 
and may excite our Pity, but admit 6 no Remedy. 
When the Hand of the Almighty is viſibly lifted 
a2a'nſ the Impious, the Heart of mortal Man can- 
not withſtand him. We have this Paſſion ſublimely 
repreſented in the Puniſhment of the Xeyprians, tor- 
mented with the Plagues of Darkneſs," the 4focry- 
phal Book of Wijdom aſcribed to Sciomon. *** For when 
*« unrighteous Men thought to oppreſs te holy Na- 
tion, they being ſhut up in their Houſe: 
*« ter'd with the Bonds of a long Night, | 
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« exil'd from the eternal Providence. For while they 
«« ſuppoſed to lye hid in their ſecret Sins, they were 
«© ſcattered under a dark Veil of Forgetfulneſs, being 
*« horribly. aſtoniſhed and troubled with ſtrange Appa- 
**.ritions —For Wickedneſs condemn'd by her own 
« Witneſs, is very timorous, and being oppreſſed with 
« Conſcience, always forecaſteth grievous Things. 
For Fear is nothing elſe but a betraying of the Suc- 
« cours which Reaſon offereth : For the whole World 
« ſhined with clear Light, and none were hindered in 
« their Labour. Over them was only ſpread a heavy 
« Light, an Image of that Darkneſs which ſhouid 
« afterwards receive them ; but yet were they unto 
« themſelves more grievous than the Darkneſs.“ 
Io Fear ſo juſtly grounded, no Remedy can be 
propoſed ; but a Man who hath no great Guilt hang- 
ing upon his Mind, who walks in the plain Path of 
Jultice and Integrity, and yet either by natural Com- 
plexion or confirm'd Prejudices, or Neglect of ſerious 
Reflection, (ſuffers himſelf to be moved by this abject 
and unmanly Compaſſion) would do well to conſider, 
that there is nothing which deſerves his Fear, but that 
beneficent Being who is his Friend, his Protector, his 
Father. Were this one Thought ſtrongly fixed in 
the Mind, what Calamity would be dreadful ? What 
Load can Inſamy lay upon us, when we are ſure of 
the Approbation of him who muſt repay the Diſgrace 
of a Moment with the Glory of Eternity? What 
Sharpneſs is there in Pain and Diſeaſes, when they 
only haſten us on to the Pleaſures that will never 
fade? What Sting is in Death, when we are aſſured 
it is only the Beginning of Life? A Man who lives 
ſo, as not to fear to die, is inconſiſtent with himſelf, 
if he delivers, himſelf up to any incidental Anxiety. 
The Intrepidity of a juſt good Man is fo nobly ſet 
forth by Horace, that it cannot be too often repeated, 


The Mgt reſolv'd and ſicady to his Trufl, 

Infiexifile to lil, and obſtinately uf; 

May the rude Rabbles Inſolence deſpiſe, 

fe fenſele/s Clamours and tumultuous Cries ; 
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The Tyrant's Fierceneſs he beguiles, 
And the flern Brow; and the harſh Voice defies, 
Ang with ſuperior Greatneſs ſmiles. 


Nt the rough Whirlwind that deforms 

Adria's black Gulph, and weaes it with Storms; 
The ſtubborn Virtue of his Soul can move, 

Nor the red Arm of angry Jove, 

That f.ings the Thunder from the Sky, 

And gives it Rage to rear, and Strength to fly. 
Should the aubole Frame of Nature 1 cund him break, 
In Ruin and Confuſion hurPd, 

He unconcern'd would hear the mighty Crack), 


And fland fecure amidſt the falling World. 


The Vanity of Fear may be yet farther illuſtrate, 
if we reflec, 

Fir/?, What we fear may not come to paſs: No 
human Scheme can be ſo accurately projected, but 
ſome little Circumſtance intervening may ſpcil it. 
He who directs the Heart of Man at his Pleaſure, and 
underitands the Thoughts long before, may, by ten 
thouſand Accidents, or an immediate Change in the 
Inclinations of Men, diſconcert the moſt ſubtile Pro- 
ject, and turn it to the Benefit of his own Servants. 

In the next Place we ſhould conſider, though the 
Evil we imagine would come to paſs, it may be much 
more ſupportable than it appear'd to be. As there is 
no State of Lite without its Calamities, ſo there 1s no 
Adverſity without its Benefits. Aſk the Great and 
Powerful, if they do not fecl the Pangs of Envy and 
Ambition. Enquire of the Poor and Needy, if they 
have not taſted the Sweets of Quiet and Contentment, 
Even under the Pains of Body, the Infidelity of Friends, 
or the Miſconſtructions put upon our laudable Ac- 
tions, (our Minds when for ſome 'I'ime accuſtomed to 
theſe Preſſures) are ſenſible of thoſe Flowings of Com- 
fort, the preſent Keward of a pious Reſignation. The 
Evils of this Life appear like Rocks «ad Precipices, 
rugged and barren at a Diſtance; but -t our nearer 
Approach, we find little fruitful Spots, and refreſhing 
APrings, mixed with the Harſhinels and Drmity of 


— — —— — re ge e = 


14 
1 
1 
'Y 


* 


90 The BEAUTIES of 


In the laſt Place, we comfort ourſelves with this 
Conſideration, that, as the Thing feared may not 
reach ug, ſo we may not reach what we fear. Our 
Lives J not extend to that dreadful Point which 
wie have in View. He who knows all our Failings, 
ard will not ſuffer us to be tempted beyond our 
Strength, 1s often pleaſed in his tender Severity, to 
ſleperate the Soul from its Body and Miſeries together. 

If we look forward to him for Help, we ſhall never 
ve in Danger of falling down thoſe Precipices, which 
our Imagination is apt to create Like thoſe who 
walk upon a Line, if we keep our Eye fixed upon one 
Foint, we may ſtep forward ſecurely ; whereas an 
imprudent or cowardly Glance on either Side, will 
infallibly deſtroy us. | 

SPECTATOR, Vol. VIII. No. 615. 


APPARITIONS, 


T a little Diſtance from Sir Roger's Houſe, 

among the Ruins of an old Abbey, there is a 
long Walk of aged Elms ; which are ſhot up ſo very 
high, that when one paſſes under them, the Rooks 
and Crows that reſt upon the Tops of them, ſeem to 
be cawing in another Region. 1 am very much de- 
Iighted with this ſort of Noiſe, which I conſider as a 
Kind of natural Prayer to that Being who ſupplies 
me Wants of his whole Creation, and who, in the 
beautiful Language of the P/2/ms, feedeth the young 
Ravens that calieth upon him. | like this Retire- 


ment the better, becauſe of an ill Report it lies under 


of being Haunted; for which Reaſon, (as | have been 
told by tne Family) no living Creatme walks in it. 
beſides the Chaplain, My good Friend the Butler, 
deſir'd me with a grave Face, not to venture myſelf 
in it after the Sun ſect, for that one of the Footmen had 
been almoſt frightned out of his Wits, by a Spirit that 
appear'd to Pn in the Shape of a black Horſe with- 
out an Headk To which he added, about a Month 
ago, one of the Maids coming home late that Way 
with a Par of Milk upon her Head, heard ſuch a ruſt- 
ling amgFeg the Buſhes, that ſhe let it tall, | 
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I was taking a Walk in the Place laſt Nigkt, be- 
tween the Hours of Nine and Ten, and could not but 
fancy it one of the moſt proper Scenes in the World 
fora Ghoſt to appear in. 'The Ruins of the Abbey are 
ſcatter'd up and down on every Side, and half cover'd 
with Ivy and Elder-buſhes, the Harbours of ſeveral 
ſolitary Birds, which ſeldom make their Appearance 
until the Duſk of the Evening. The Place was for- 
merly a Church-yard, and has till ſeveral Marks in 
i: of Graves and Tomb-ſtones : There is ſuch an Echo 
among the whole Ruins and Walks, and if you ſtamp 
but a little louder than ordinary, you hear the Ground 
repeat it. At the ſame Time the Walk of Elms, 
with the Croaking of the Ravens, which from Time 
to Time are heard from the 'Tops of them, look ex- 
ceedingly folemn and venerab'e. Theſe Objects na- 
turaily raiſe Seriouſneſs and Attention ; and when 
Night heightens the Awfulneſs of the Place, and pours 
out her ſupernumerary Horrors upon every thing in it, 
J do not in the leaſt wonder that weak Minds fill it 
with Spectres and Apparitions. 

Mr. Locke, in his Chapter of the Aſſociation of 
Ideas, has very curious Remarks to ſhetw how by the 
Prejudice of Education, one Idea often introduces into 
tne Mind, a whole Set that bear no Reſemblance to 
one another in the Nature of Things Among ſeveral 
Examples of this Kind, he produces the fo lowing In- 
ſtance ; The Ideas of Goblins and Sprights, have really no 
more to as with Darkneſs than Light. Yet let a fealijh 
Maid inculcate theſe often on the Mind of a Chill, and 
raiſe them there together, poſſibly be ſhall never again be 
alle to ſeperate them ſo long as be lives, but Darkneſ; 
ſpall cuer afterwards bring with it theſe frightful Ideas, 
ard they ſhall be ſo joincd, that he can no mere bear the 
one than the other. As I was walking in this Sol:- 
tude, where the Duſk of the Evening conſpired with 
ſo many other Occaſions of Terror, I obſerved a Cow 
not far from me, which an Imagmation that is apt to 
ſtartle, might eaſily have conſtrued into a black Horſe 
without an Head; and I dare ſay the poor Footman 
loft his Wits upon ſome ſuch Occaſ.on 


N £4 F 

l : 

8 1 

+: 

* F F 
17 : 
13 & . , 

Ss: 2 4 

| 1 


92 The BEAUTIES of 


My Friend, Sir Roger, has often told me, with a 
great deal of Mirth, that at his firſt coming to his 
 Eftate, he found three Parts of his Houſe almoſt uſe- 
lefs ; that the beſt Room in it had the Reputation 
of being haunted, and by that Means was locked 


up; that Noiſes had been hear'd in his long Gallery, 


io that he could not get a Servant to enter into it af- 
ter Eight of the Clock at Night. That the Door of 
one of his Chambers was lock'd up, becauſe there 
went a Story, that a Batler formerly had hanged him- 
ſelf in it; and that his Mother, who lived to a very 
great Age, had ſhut up half the Rooms in the Houſe, 
in which either her Huſband, a Son, or a Daughter 
had died. The Knight ſeeing his Habitation reduc'd 
to ſo ſmall a Compaſs, and himſelf in a Manner ſhut 
out of his ov-n Houſe, upon the Death of his Mother 
order'd all the Appartments to be flung open, and 
exorcis'd by his Chaplain, who lay in every Room 
one after another, and by that Means diſſipated the 
Fears which had ſo long reigned in the Family. | 

I ſhould not have been thus particular upon theit 
ridiculous Horrors, did not J find them ſo very much 
prevail in the Country. At the ſame Time I think 
a Perſon who is thus terrify'd with the Imagination of 
Ghoſts and Spectres, much more reaſonable, than one 
contrary. to the Reports of all Hiſtorians, ſacred and- 
prophane, ancient and modern, and to the Traditions of 
all Nations, thinks the Appearance of Spirits fabu- 
lous and groundleſs. Could I give myſelf up to this 
general Teſtimony of Mankind, I ſhould to the Re- 
Jation of particular Perſons now living, and whom I 
cannot diſtruſt in other Matters of Fact. I might here 
add, that not only the Hiſtorians, to whom we may 
join the Poets, but likewiſe the Philoſophers of An- 
tiquity have favoured this Opinion.  Lucretius himſelf, 
though by the Courſe of Philoſophy he was obliged 
to maintain, that the Soul did not exiſt ſeperate from 
the Body, makes no Doubt of the Reality of Appa- 
ritions, and that Men have often appeared after their 
Death. This I think very Ts ; he was fo 
preſſed eh the Matter of Fact which he could not 
have % Confidence to deny, that he was forc'd to 
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account for it by one of the moſt abſurd unphiloſo- 
phical Notions, that was ever ſtarted. He tells us, 
that the Surfaces of all Bodies, are perpetually flying 
off from their reſpective Bodies, one after another; 
and that thoſe Surfaces, or thin Caſes, that included 
each other whilſt they were joined in the Body, like 
the Coats of an Onion, are ſome:imes ſeen intire when 
they are ſeperated from it, by which Means we often 
behold the Shapes and Bodies of Perſons who are ei- 
ther dead or abſent. 

I ſhall diſmiſs this Paper, with a Story out of 7:/c- 
pus, not ſo much tor the Sake of the Story itſelf, as 
for. the moral Reflexions with which the Author con- 
cludes it, and which 1 ſhall here ſet down in his own 
Words. Glophyra, the Daughter of King Archelaus, 
after the Death of her two firit Huſbands, (being mar- 
112d to a third, who was Brother to her firſt Huſband, 
and ſo paſſionately in Love with her, that he turned off 
his former Wife to make room for this Marriage) had a 
very odd kind of a Dream. She far.cied that ſhe ſaw her 
firſt Tiuſband coming towards her, and that ſhe em- 
braced him with great Tenderneſs, who in the Midſt 
of the Plealure ſhe expreſt at the Sight of him, he re- 
proach'd her after the following Manner: G/aphyra, 
iays he, thou halt made good the old Saying, that 
Women are not to be troſted. Was I not the Huſband 
of thy Virginity ? Have I not Children by thee ? How 
couloft thou forget thy Love ſo far, as to enter into a 
ſecond Marriage, and after that into a Third; nay, to 
take for thy Huſband a Man who has ſo ſhamefully 
crept into the Bed of his Brother? However, for the 
Sake of our paſs'd Loves, 1 ſhall free thee from thy 
preſent Reproach, and make thee mine for cver. 
Glaphyra told this Dream to ſeveral Women of 
her Acquaintance, and died ſoon after. I thought 
tais Story might not be impertinent in this 
Place: Beſides that, the Example deſerves to be 
taken Notice of, as it contains a moſt certain Proof 
of the Immortality of the Soul, and of divine Pro- 
vidence, If any Man thinks theſe FaQs incre- 
dible, let him enjoy his own Opinion hinlf, but 
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jet him not diſturb the Opinion of others, who by In- 
ſtances of this Nature are excited to the Study of 
Virtue. SpECTAToR, Vol. II. No. 110. L. 


APPEARANCES. 


HREMYLUS, who was an old and good Man, 

and withal exceeding poor, being defirous to leave 
ſome Riches to his Son, conſults the Oracle of A 
upon the Subject. The Oracle bids him follow the 
rſt Man he ſhould ſee coming out of the "Temple. 
The Perſon he chanced to ſce, was to Appearance an 
old ſordid blind Man ; but upon his following him from 
Place to Place, he at laſt found by his own Confeſſion, 
that he was Platus the God of Riches, and that he was 
aſt come out of the Houſe of a Miſer. Plutus fur- 
ther told him, that when he was a Boy, he uſed to de- 
clare, that as ſoon as he came to Age, he would di- 
fribut e Wealth to none but virtuqus and juſt Men ; 
upon which Jute conlfering the Conſequences of 
ſach a Reſolution, took his £ $12ht away from him, and 
left him to ſtrole about in the World in the blind 
Condition wherein Chremy/is beheld him. With 
much ado Cyremylus prevailed with him to go to his 
Houſe, where he met an old Woman in a tatier'd Rai— 
ment, who had been his Gueſt for many Years, and 
whoſe Name was P;werty. The old Woman refuſing 
do turn out ſo eaſily as he would have her, he threatned 
rot only to baniſh her his own Houſe, but out of all 
f:reece, if ſhe made any more Words about the Mat- 
ter. Poverty, on this Occaſion, pleads her own Cauſe 
very notably, and repreſents to her old LandJord, that 
f:cu!d the be driven out of the Country, all thr 
Trade, Arts, and Sciences would be driven out with 
her ; and that if every one was rich, they would never 
be fupply'd with thote Pomps, Ornaments, and Con- 
vemencies of Life which made Riches defrrable. She 
likew-{c repreſented to him the ſeveral Advantages ſhe 
beſtow'd upon her Votaries in regard to their Shape, 


tacir Heth, and their Activity, by preſerving them 


tcom ats, Dropſies, Unwieldiueis and Intemperance. 
lie l atever ſhe had to ſay for herſelf, the was at 
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laſt forc'd to troop off. Chremylus immediately con- 
ſider'd how he might reſtore P/utus to his Sight, and in 
order to it, convey'd him to the Temple of Z/cu- 
lapius, who was famous for Cures and Miracles of this 
Nature. By this Means the Deity recover'd his Eyes, 
and began to make a right Uſe of them, by enriching 
every one that was diſtinguiſhed by Piety towards the 
Gods, and Juſtice towards Men ; and at the ſame Time 
by taking away bis Gifts from the Impious and Unde- 
ſerving. This produces ſeveral merry Incidents, till 
in the laſt Act Mercury deſcends with great Complaints 
from the Gods, that ſince the good Men were grown 
rich, they had received no Sacrifices, which is con- 
firmed by a Prieſt of Jer, who enters with a Re- 
monſtrance, that fince this late Innovation, he was re- 
duc'd to a ſtarving Condition, and could not live upon 
his Office. Chremylus, who in the Beginning of the 
Play was religious in his Proverty, concludes it with a 
Propoſal which was reliſhea by all the good Men who 
were grown rich as himſelf, that they ſhould carry 
Plutus in a ſolemn Proceſſion to the Temple, and in- 
al him in the Place of Jupiter. 

This Allegory inſtruced the {thentans in two Points, 
ſirſt as it indicated the Conduct of Providence in its 
ordinary Diſtributions of Wealth, and in the nex Place, 
as it ſhew'd the great Tendency of Riches to corrupt 
the Morals of thoſe who poſſeſſed them. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. VI. No. 464. C. 


APPETITES. 


J Am now in the Sixty-fifth Year of my Age, and 
having been the greater Part of my Days a Man of 
Pleaſure, the Decay of my Faculties is a Stagnation of 
my Life: But how 1s it, Sir, that my Appetites are in- 
creaſed upon me with the Loſs of Power to gratify 
them? I write this I;ke a Crimiaal, to wara People 
to enter upon what Reformation they pleaſe to make 
in themſelves in their Ycuth, and not expect they ſhall 
be capable of it from a fond Opinion that ſame have 
often in their Mouths, that if we do not lea Mur De- 
fires, they will leave us. It is far otherwise 
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now.as vain in my Dreſs, and as flippant if I ſee a 
pretty Woman, as when in my Youth | flood upon the 
Bench in the Pit to ſurvey the whole Circle of Beauties. 
The Folly 13 ſo extravagant with me, and I go on 
with ſo little Check of my Deſires or Reſignation of 
them, that I can aſli:re you, 1 very often, merely to 
entertain my own Thoughts, fit with my Spectacles 
on, wing Love letters to the Beauties that have 
been long ſince in their Graves. "This is to warm my 
Heart with the faint Memory of Delights which were 
once agreeable to me; but how much happier would 
my Lite have been now, if I could have looked back 


on any worthy Action done my Country; if 1 had laid 
Cut that which I have profuſed in Luxury and Wan- 


tonneſs, in Acts of Generofity and Charity ? I have 
lived a Batchelor to this Day; and. inſtead of a nume- 
rous Offspring. with which in the regular Way of Life 
I might poſſibly have delighted myſelf, I have only to 
amuſe myſelf with the Repetition of old Stories and 
Intrigues, which no one will believe I ever was con- 
cern'd in. I do not know whether you have treated of 
it or not, but you cannot fall upon a better Subject, 
than that of the Art of growing old In ſuch a Lec- 
ture you mult propoſe, that ro one ſets his Heart upon 


What is tranient; the Beauty grows wrinkled while we 


are gazing at her. The witty ,Man ſinks into an Hu- 
mouritt imperceptibly, for want of reflecting that all 
Things around him are in a Flux, and continually 
changing. Thus he is in the Space of ten or fifteen 
Years, ſurrounded by a new Set of People, whoſe 
Manners are as natural to them as his Delights. Me— 
thod of thinkivg, and Mode of hving, were formerly 
to him and his Friends: But the Miſchief is, he looks 
upon the ſame Kind of Errors which he himſelt was 

uilty of, with an Eye of Scorn, and with that ſor 
of IIl-will which Men entertain againſt cach other for 
different Opinions. Thus a craſy Conſtitution, and an 
uneaſy Mind, is fritted wich vexaticus Fatl.ons ;' for 
young Men doing fooliſhly what it is Folly to do at 
all Dear Sir, this is my preſent State of Mind; I 
hate tho I ſhould laugh at, and envy thoſe I ſhould 
conter®? The lime of Youth and vigo:0us Man- 
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hood paſſed the Way in which J have diſpoſed of it, is 


attended with theſe Conſequences; but to thoſe who 
live and paſs away Life as they ought, all Parts of it 
are equally pleaſant, only the Memory of good and 
worchy Actions, is a Feaſt which mult give a quicker 
Reliſh to the Soul, than ever it could taſte in the higheſt 
Enjoyments or Jollities of Youth. As for me, if 1 
fit down in my great Chair, and begin to ponder, the 


. Vagaries of a Child are not more ridiculous than the 


Circumſtances which are heaped up in my Memory; 
fine Gowns, Country Dances, Ends of Tunes, inter- 
rupted Converſations, and Midnight Quarrels, are what 
mult neceſſarily compoſe my Soliloquy. i beg of you 
to print this, that ſome Ladies of my Acquaintance, 
and my Years, may be perſuaded to warm Night- 
caps this cold Seaſon, and that my old Freu Zack 
Taudry may buy him a Cane, and not keep with the 
Air of a Strut. I muſt add to all this, that if it were 
not for one Pleaſure, which I thought a very mean 
one till of very late Years, I ſhould have no one great 
Satisfaction left ; but if I live to the 1oth of Merch 


1714, and all my Securities are gocd, I ſhall be worth 


fifty thouſand Pounds. 
am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
Jack ArTEA DA. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. IV. No. 260. T. 


Nature has implanted in us two very firong De— 
fires, Hunger for the Preſervation of the Individual, 
and Luſt for the Support of the Species; or, to ipeak 
more intelligibly, the former to continue our own Per— 
ſons, and the latter to introduce others into the World. 
According as Men behave themſelves with regard to 
thoſe Appetites, they are above cr below the Beaſts of 
the Fie}d which are incited by them without Choice or 
Reflection. But rcaſonable Creatures correct their In- 
cen ives, and improve them into elegant Motives of 
Friendſhip and Society. It is chiefly trom this homely 
Foundation, that we are under the Neceflity of ſeek + 
ing for the agreeable Companion ard hcgurable 
Miutreſs. By the Cultivation of Art and Real 
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Wants are made Pleaſures, and the Gratification of our 
Defires, under proper Reſtrictions, a Work no way be- 
Jow our nobleſt Faculties. The wiſeſt Man may main- 
tain his Character, and yet conſider in what Manner 
he ſhall beſt entertain his Friend or divert his Mittrels : 
Nay, it is ſo far from being a Decoration to him, that 
he can in no other Inſtance ſhew ſo true a Taſte of his 
Lite or his Fortune. What concerns one of the above- 
mention'd Appetites, as it is elevated into Love, I 
fall have abundart Occaſion to diſcourſe of, before 
I have provided for the numberleſs Crewd of Damſels 
1 have propoſed to take care of. The Subject of the 
preſent Paper, ſhall be that Part of Society which owes 
its Beginning to the common Necellty of Hunger. 


When this is conſider'd as the Support of our Being, 


we may take in under the fame Head Thirſt alſo, other- 
wiſe when we are purſuing the Glutten, the Drunkard 
may make his eſcape. The true Choice of our Diet 
and our Companions at it, ſeems to conſiſt in that 
which contributes molt to Cheartulneſs and Reffeſh— 
ment: And theſe are belt conſulted by Simplicity in 
the. Food and Sincerity in the Company. By this 
Rule, we are in the firſt Place excluded from Pretence to 
Happineſs, all Meals of State and Ceremony which 
are performed in dumb Show and precdy Sullenneſs. 
At the Boards of the Great, they ſay, you ſhall have 

a Number attending with, as great Habits and Coun- 
tenances as the Gueſts, which only Circumſtance muſt 
deſtroy the whole Pleaſure of the Repait : For if ſech 
A:tendants are introduced fog the Dignity of their Ap- 
pearance, modeſt Minds are ſhocked by conſidering 
them as Spectators, or elſe look upon them as Equals, 
jor whoſe Servitude they are in a kind of Suffering. 
ft may be here added, that the ſumptuous Side: board 
to an ingenious Eye, has more the Air of an Altar than 
a able. The next abſurd way of e:j-y.rg ourſeives 
et Meals is, where the Bottle is ply'd without being 
call'd for, where Humour takes place of Apfeiite, 
ena the good Company are too dull or too merry to 
now any F joy ment in their Senſes. 

Tha ihis Part of Lime is abſolutely neceſſary to 


tubal "wife, it mult be alio conſider'd, tliat Life itſelf 
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is to the endleſs Being of Man, but what a Meal is to 
this Life, not valuable for itſelf but for the Purpoſes 
of it. If there be any Truth in this, the Expence of 
many Hours this way is ſomewhat unaccountable, and 
placing too much Thought either in too great Sump- 
tuouſneſs and Elegance in this Matter, or wallowing in 
Noiſe or Riot at it, are both, tho' not equally unac- 
countable. I have often conſider'd thoſe different Peo- 
ple with very great Attention, and always ſpeak of 
them with the Diſtinction of the Eaters and Swallow- 
ers, The Eaters ſacrifice all their Senſe and Under. 
ſtanding to this Appetite : The Swallowers hurry them- 
ſelves out of both, without pleaſing this or any other 
Appetite at all. The latter are improved Brutes, the 
former degenerated Men. I have ſometimes mought 
it could not be improper to add to my dead ana ung 
Men, Perſons in an intermediate State of Humanity, 
under the Appellation of Dozers. The Dozers ar: a 
Sect, who inſtead of keeping their Appetites in Sub- 
jection to them, live in Subjection to them: Nay, they 
are ſo truly Slaves to them, that they Keep at too 
great a Diſtance ever to come into their Pretence. 
Within my own Acquaintance, I know thoſe that I 
dare ſay that have forgot that they ever were hungry, 
and are no leſs Strangers to Thirſt aud Wearineſs, Who 
are beholding to Sauces for their Food, and to their 
Food for their Wearineſs. | 

I have often wondered, conſidering the excellent 
and choice Spirits that we have among our Divines, 
that they do not think of putting vicious Hab its into a 
more contemptible and unlovely Figure than they do at 
preſent ; ſo many Men of Wit and Spirit, as there are 
in ſacred Orders, have it in their Power to make the 
Faſhion of their Stde. The Leaders in human So— 
ciety, are more ( ſfectually prevailed upon this way 
han can eaſily be imagined. I have more thin ore 
in my Thoughts at this Time capable of Joing dass 
againſt all the Oppoiition of the moſt Witty as well as 
the moſt Voluptuous. 'i here may be poſſibly more 
acceptable Subjetls, but ſure there are none more uſe- 


ful. It is viſible, that tho' Mens Fortunes, Circum- 


tances, and Pleaſures, give them Propulittons 
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to regard any Mention either of Puniſhments or Re- 
wards, they will liſten to what makes them inconſide- 
Table or mean in the Imagination of others, and by 
degrees in their own. | 

it is certain ſuch Topicks are to be touch'd upon in 
the Light, we mean only by Men of the molt con- 
fummate Prudence, as well as excellent Wit : For 
theſe Diſcourſes are to be made, if made to run into 
Example, before ſuch as have cheir Thoughts more in- 
tent upon the Propriety than the Reaſon of the Diſ- 
courſe. What indeed leads me into this way of think» 
ing is, that the laſt Thing I read, was a Sermon of 
the learned Dr. South, upon the Ways of Pleaſantneſs. 
This amiable Diſcourſe was made at Court, where the 
Preacher was too wile a Man, not to believe the greateſt 
Argument in that Place, againſt the Pleaſures then in 
vogue, mult be, that they loſt greater Pleaſures by pro- 
ſecuting the Courſe they were in. The charming 
Diſcourſe has in it whatever Wit or Wiſdom can put 
together. This Gentleman has a Talent of making 
al his Faculties bear to the great End of his hallow'd 
Profetiion. Happy Genius! He is a better Man tor 
being a Wit. The beſt way to praiſe this Author, is 
zo quote him; and I think I may defy any Man to 
ſay a greater thing of him, or his Ability, than that 
there are no Paragraphs in the whole Diſcourle 1 ſprak 
of, below theſe which follow. | 

After having recommended the Satisſaction of t!.e 
Mind, and the Pleaſures of the Conſcience, he proceeds. 

An ennobl.ng Properiy of it is, That it is ſuch a Pleu- 
fare, as never ſatiates or wearies ; for it properly af- 
edis the Spirits, and Spirits ferd no Wearini,, cs being 
privileged from the Cauſes of it. But can the Epicure 
Hay fo of any of the Pleaſures that he ſo mach douts upon ? 
Do they not expire while they ſatisfy, and aſter a few 
Minutes Refreſhment, ditermine in Loathing and Un- 
quietneſs. How ſhort is the Interval betaveen a Pleaſure 
and a Burthen® Heww wundiſcernalle is the Traiſition 
from one to the other ? Pleaſure dwells no linger upon the 
Lppetite than the Neceſſity of Nature, which are quickly 
ond ea, rovided for, and then all that foll;ws id a 
Lead aff «1n Opprefſion. Every Morſel ts a ſatisfy'd 
Hung: r, 
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Hunger, is only a new Labour to a tired Digeſiion : Every 
Draught to him that has quenched his Thirſt, is but a fur- 
ther quenching of Nature, and a Proviſion for Rheum and 
Diſcaſis ; à drowning of the Quicknes and Activity of 
the Spirits. | 
H- that prolongs his Meals, and ſacrifices his Time as 
avill os his Convyentencies to his Luxury, how quickly docs 
he cut fit his Pleoſures ? And then hiw is all the fellow - 
ing Time diſpeſed upen Ceremony and Surftits? Till at 
length after a long Fatigue of eating, and dr.nking, and 
vabling, he cornelud's the great Work of dining gentecly, 
and ſo makes a Shift to rije frem Table, that he may lye 
down upon his Bed; when after he has flipt himſelf into 
ſome Uſe of himſelf, ly much ado he ſtaggers to his Table 
again, and there as over again the ſame brutiſh Scene: 
So that he paſſes his whole Life in a dozed Condition, be- 
tween ſleeping and waking, with a kind of Drowfineſs 
and Confuſion upon his Senſis, which, what Pleaſure it 
can be, is hard to conceive: All that is of it dwvells upon 
the Tip of his Tongue, and within the Compaſs of his Pa+ 
late. A worthy Prize for a Man to purchaſe with the 
Li of his Time, his Reaſon, and bimſelf. EN 
| TArLER, Vol. IV. No 2C4, 


APPLAUSE. 


I Have often wonder'd that the Jexus ſhould conceive 
ſuch a worthleſs Greatneſs for the Deliverer whom 
they expected, as to dreſs him up in external Pomp 
and Pageantry, and repreſent him to their Imagina-, 
tion, as making Havock of his Creatures, and acted 
with the poor Ambition of a Ce/ar or an Alexander. 
How much more illuſtrious doth he appear in his real 
Character, when conſider'd as the Author of univerſal 
Benevolence among Men, as refining our Paſſions, ex- 
alting our Nature, giving us valt Ideas of Immorta- 
lity, and teaching us a Contempt of that little ſhowy 
Grandeur, wherein the Jews made the Glory of the 
Meſſiah to conſiſt. | 

Nothing (ſays Longuinur) can be great, the Contempt 
of which is great. The Pollteſſion of th Riches, 


cannot give a Man a Tit'e to Greatneſs Mecauſe it 
[* 4 . 18 
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is look'd upon as a Greatneſs of Mind, to contemn 
theſe Gifts of Fortune, ard to be above the Defire of 
them. I have been therefore inclined to think, that 
there are greater Men who lye conceal'd among the 
Species, than thoſe who cut and draw upon themſolves 
the Eyes and Admiration of Mankind. Virgil would 
never have been heard ot, had not Eis Domeſtick Miſ- 
fortunes drawn him out of his Obſcurity, and brought 
him to Rome. 
If we ſuppoſe that there are Spuits and Angels who 
look into the Ways of Men, as it is highly probably 
there are, both from Rea'on and Revelation, how dif- 
ferent are the Notions which they entertain of us, from 
thoſe which we are apt to form of one another ? Were 
they to give us in their Catalogue of ſuch Worthies as 
are now living, how different would it be from that 
which any of our own Species could draw up. 
Wie are dazled with the Pleaſure of Titles, the | 
Oltentation of Learning, the Noiſe of Victories. They, | 
on the contrary, ſee the Philoſopher in the Cottage, 
who poſſeſſes his Soul in Patience and Thankfulneſs, 
under the Preſſures of what little Minds call Poverty 
and Diſtreſs. They do not look for great Men at the 
Head of Armies, or among the Pomps of the Court, | 
but often find them out in Shades and Solitudes, in the 5 
private Walks and By-ways cf Life. The Evening 
Walk of a wiſe Man, is more illuſtrious in their 
Sight, than the March of a General at the Head of 
an hundred thouſand Men. A Contemplation of 
God's Works, a voluntary Act of Juſtice to our own 
| Detriment, a generous Concern for the Good of Man- 
kird, Tears that are ſhed in ſilence for the Mifery of 
others, a private Defire or Reſentment broken and 
ſubdued, in ſhort, an unfeign'd Exerciſe of Humility, * 
or any other Virtae, are ſuch Actions as are glorious | 
in their Sight, and determinate Men great and reputa- 
le. The moſt famous among us, are often looked 
upon with Pity and Contempt, or with Indignation ; 
while thoſe who are moſt obſcure among their own 
Species, are regarded with Love, with Approbation, 
and Eſtee 
| The 
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The Moral of the preſent Application amour ts to 
this, that we ſhould not be led away by the Cenfures 

and Applauſes of Men, but conſider the Figure that 
every Perſon will make at that Time, when Wiſdom 
ſhall be juſtifled by her Children, and not ting paſs for 
great and illuſtrious, which is not an Ornament and 
Perfection to human Nature. 

The Story of Gyges, the rich Lydian Monarch, is a 
memorable Inſtance to our preſent Purpote, Tne Ora- 
cle being aſked by Gyges who was the happieſt Man, 
replied, Aglaus. Gygrs, who expected to have heard 
himſelf named upon this Occaſion, was much ſurpriz'd, 
and very curious to know who this Aglaus ſhould be. 
After much Enquiry, he was found to be a poor Coun- 
tryman, who employ'd all his Time in cultivating a 
Garden, and a few Acres of Ground about his Houſe. 


Coxvley's agreeable Relation of this Story, ſhall cloſe 
this Day's Speculation, 


| Thus Aglaus, (a Man unin5vn to Men 
But the Gods kneav, and therefore lov'a him thin ; 


q Thus liv'd abſcur, ly, then evithout a Name, 

4 Aglaus nw confign'd t' cterral Fume : 

6 For Gyges, the rich King, avicted and great, 

4 Preſim'd at aviſe Apollo's Delphick Scat; 
Preſum'd to aſs, Oh thou, the whele Ii erli's Rye, 
Set thou a Man, that happicr is than 1? 

0 The God, who ſcuru' d to Batter Man, refly'd, 


Aglaus happicr is. But Gyges cry'd, 
In a proud Rage, Il Ho can that Aglaus be ? 
We have hear'd as yet of ro ſuch King as he : 
Ard true it was, through the whole Earth around, 
No King of ſuch a Name vas to be fend, 

* . jome old Hero, of that Nume alive? 

| Who his bigh Race does from the Gads derive : 
Is it {ume mighty Gen'ral who has done 
WWandcrs in Fight, and Godlize Hongurs auen? 
Is it ſome Man of endleſs Wealth ? ſaith be, 
None, none of theſe ; abe can this A Zlaus be? 
After long Search, and vain Enquiries paſt, 
Ii an obſcure Arcadian Vale at /aſ/t: 
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(Th Arcadian Life has always ſhady been ) 
| Near Sopho's Town, (which he but once had ſeen ) 

This Aglaus, auho Monarchs Envy draw, 
Wheoſe Happineſs the Gods flood Witneſs to; 

This mighty A glaus was lab ring found, 

With his cavn Hin: 46, in His ou little Ground, 

So, gracious (od, (if it may lawful be) 
Among thoſe foulifh Grd: to mention thee ; 

So let me = on juch @ private Stage, 

The 2 /t aut, ' Scencs of ny aeclining Axe 

After long Teils and F; Tyages in vain, 

This gre niet Part, let my teßs'd Veſſtl gain; 

Of heaw”nly Ref, this Earneſt to me lend, 

Let * Life jt: T2 and learn to love her ud. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. VIII. No's 


ARCADIAN, 


AVING convey'd my Reader into the Fairy | 
H or Paſtoral Land, -and inform'd him what Man- 
nerof Life the Inhabitants of that Region lead, I ſhall 
in this Day's Paper, give him fogge Marks, whereby 
he may diſcover vhether he is impſed upon by thoſe 

who preterd to be of that Country; cr, in other Words, 110 
wheat are the Characteriſticks of a true Arcadian. b 
From the foregoing Account cf the Paſtcral Life, „ 
we may diſcover, "that Simplicity is neceſſary in the 
Character of Shepherds. Their Mind mult be ſup. 
pole {o rude and uricultivatcd, that nothing but what 
is plain and unaffected can come from them. Never- . 
thelels we are not obliged to repreſent them dill and 
ſtupts, fince fine Spirits were undoubtedly in the World, 
before Arts were invented to poliſh and adorn them, 
We may tnereſore intreduce them with. good Senſe, and 
even with Wit, provided their Manner of thinking be 
not too gallai t or refined: For all Men, both the Rude 
and Polite, think and conceive Things the ſame way, 
(Truth being cteroaily the fame to all) though they 
expreſs them very differently. For here lies the Dif- 
ſerence: Men who by long Study and Experience, 
d their Ideas to certain Claſſes, and con- | 
,cncral Nature of Things from Particulars, 
Exprels 


0 _—_ 2 
. K 


the Reader to reflect. Thus by one delicate Circum- 
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expreſs their Thoughts after a more conciſe, lively, 
and ng Manner. Thoſe who have little Ex- 
perience, and cannot abſtract or deliver their Senti- 
ments in plain Deſcriptions, by Circumſtauces, aud 
thoſe Obſervations which either ſtrike upon the Senſes, 
or are the firſt Motions of the Mind ; and tho' the 
former raiſes our Admiration more, the latter gives 
more Pleaſure, and ſooth us more naturally. Thus a 
courtly Lover may ſay to his Miſtreſs. 


With thee fer ever 1 in Woods could re, 
Where never human Foot the Ground hath preſt; 


There &en from Dungeons Darkneſs can exclude, 
And from a Deſart ba niſb Solitude. 


A Shepherd will content himſelf to ſay the ſame 
Thing more ſimply. 


Come, Roſalind, Oh come, for without thee, 
What Pleaſure can the Country have for me? 


Again, ſince Shepherds are not allow'd to make deep 
Reflections, the Addreſs requir'd is ſo to relate an 
Affair, that the Circumſtances put together, ſhall cauſe 


ſtance, Corydon tells Alexis that he is the finelt Songſter 
of the Country, | 


Of ſeven ſmooth Joints a mellow Pipe I have, 
Which with his dying Breath Damætas gave ; 
And ſaid, this, Corydon, I leave to thee, 

For only thou deſerv'ſt it after me. 


As in another Paſtoral Writer, after the ſame Man- 
ner, a Shepherd informs us how much his Miſtreſs 
likes him. 


As I to cool me bath'd one ſultry Day, 

Fond Lydia lurking in the Sedgts lay; 

The I unton laugh'd, and ſeem'd in Haſte to fly, 
Yet often flpp' d, and often turn'd her Eye. 


If ever a Reflection be pardonable in Paſtorals, it is 
when the Thought is ſo obvious, that it foon comes 
eaſily to the Mind ; as in the following ade cable Im- 


provement of Virgil and Theocritus. 
8 1 W *. 
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Fair is my Flock, nor yet unc:mely I, 

If liguid Fountains flatter not. And why 

Shou d liquid Fountain flatter us, yet ſhow 

The bordering Flow'rs liſi beauteous than they grow ? 
A ſecond CharaQeriftick of a true Shepherd, is 


Simplicity of Manners and Innocence. This is ſo ob- 
vious from what | have before advanced, that it would 


be but a Repetition to inſiſt upon it. I ſhall only re- 


mind the Reader, that as the paſtoral Life is ſuppoſed 
to be where Nature is not much depraved, Sincerity 
and Truth will greatly run through it. Some light 
Tranſgreſſions for the Sake of Variety may be admit- 
ted, which in effe& will only ſerve to ſet off the Sim- 
Plicity of it in general. I cannot better illuſtrate this 
Rule, than by the following Example of a Swain who 
found his Miſtreſs aſleep. 


Once Delia /lept on eaſy Meſs reclin'd, 

Her lovely Limbs half bare, and rude the Wing ; 
1 ſmooth her Coats, and ſicle a filent Kiſs, 
Condemn me, Shephers, if I did amiſs. 


A third Sign of a Swain is, that ſomething of Re. 


ligion, and even Superſtition, is part of his Charac- 


ter. For I find that thoſe who have lived eaſy Lives 
in the Country, and contemplate the Works of Na- 
ti re, live in the greateſt Awe of their Author. Nor 
goth this Humour prevail leſs than of old: Our Pea- 
ſants as ſinTerely —.— the Tales of Goblins aud 
Fairies, as the Heathens thoſe of Fauns, Ny mphs and 
Satzrs. Hence we find the Works of Virgil and Theo- 
rritus ſprinkled with Left-handed Ravens, blaſted 
Oaks, Witch-crafts, evil Eyes, and the like. And l 
obſe rve with great Pleaſure, that our Erg/i/> Author 
of the Paſtorals I have quoted, hath practiſed this Se 
cret with admirable Judgment. 

I ſha!l yet add another Mark, which may be ob- 
ſerved very often in the above-nam'd Pocts, which is 
agreeable to the Character of Shepherds, and al ied 
nearly to Superſtition ; I mean the Uſe of proverbial 
'Sayings,#” I take the common Similitudes in Paſtorals, 
tote ne proverbial Order, which are fo frequent, 
| that 
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that it is neelleſs, and would be tireſome to quote 
them. I ſhall only take notice upon this Head, that 
it is only a nice Piece of Ait to raiſe a Proverb above 
the vulgar Sti e, and ſtill keep it ealy and vnaffetied. 
Thus the old Wiih of Ged re/t his Scul is fine y turned. 


Then gentle Sidney liv'd the 95 pberd's Friend, 


Eternal Bleſſings on his Shale aitind. 
GuaRDlaN, Vol. I. No. 23. 


ARCHITECTURE. 


AVING already ſheun how the Fancy is af- 
feted by the Works of Nature, and afterwards 


conſider'd in general both the Works of Nature and of 


Art, how they may mutually aſſiſt and compleat each 
other, in forming ſuch Scenes and Proſpects as are 
moſt apt to delight the Mind of the Beholder, I ſhall 
in this Paper throw together ſome Reflections on that 
particular Art which has a more immediate Tendency 
than any other, to produce thoſe primary Picaſures of 
the Imagination, which have hitherio been the Subject - 
of this Diſcourſe. The Art I mean, is that of Archi- 
tecture, which I ſhall conſider only with the Regaid in 
which the foregoing Speculations have p'aced it, with- 
out entering into thoſe Rules and Maxims which the 


great Maſters of Architecture have laid down and ex- 


plained at large, in numberleſs Treatiſes upon that 
Subject. a 

Greatneſs in the Works of Architecture may be con- 
ſider'd as relating to the Bulk and Body of the Struc- 
ture, or to the Matter in which it is built. As for the 
firſt, we find the Ancients, eſpecially among the eaſtern 
ag of the World, infinitely ſuperior to the Mo- 

erns. 

Not to mention the Tower of Babel, of which an 
old Author ſays, there were the Foundations to be ſeen 
at this Time, which looked like a ſpacious Mountain, 
What could be mure noble than the Walls of Babylon, 
its hanging Gardens, and its Temple to Jupiter Be- 
lus that roſe a Mile high, by eight ſeveral Stqries, each 
Story a Furlong in Height, and on the Top vf | wich 

es 
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was the Bavy/onian Obſervatory. I might here likewife 
take notice of the huge Rock that was cut into the Fi- 
gure of Semiramis, with the fmaller Rocks that lay by it, 
in the Shape of tributary Kings; the prodigious Baſon 
or artificial Lake, which took in the whole Euphrates, 
till ſuch Time as a new Canal was found for its Recep- 


tion, with the ſeveral Trenches, through which that 


River was conveyed. I know there are Perſons who 
look upon ſome of the Wonders of Art as fabulous, 
but cannot fird any Ground for ſuch a Suſpicion, un- 
leſs it be that we have no ſuch Works among us at 
preſent. There were indeed many great Advantages 
for building in thoſe Times, and in that Part of the 
World, than have been met with ever ſince. The 
Earth was extremely fruitful, Men lived gencrally on 
Paiturage, which requires a much ſmaller Number of 
Hands than Agriculture. There were indeed few 
Trades to employ the buſy Part of Mankind, and fewer 
Arts and Sciences to give Work to Men of ſpeculative 
Tempers. And what is more than all the reſt, the 
Prince was abſolute, ſo that when he went to War, he 
put himſelf at the Head of a whole People: As we find 
demirami leading her three Millions to the Field, and 
yet overpower'd by the Number of her Enemies, 'ti3 
no Wonder therefore, when ſhe was at Peace, an 
turned her whole Thoughts on Building, that ſhe could 
accomplith ſuch great Works with ſuch prodigious 
Multitudes of Labourers : Beſides that in her Climate 
there was ſmall Interruption of Froſt and Winters, 
which make theſe northern Workmen lie half the 
Year idle; I might mention too among the Benefits of 
tle Climates, what the Hiſtorians ſay of the Earth, 
that it ſweated out a Bitumen or natural Kind of Mor- 
tar, which is doubtleſs the ſame with that mention'd 
in Holy Writ, as contributing to the Structure of Ba- 
bel. Slime they uſid inſitad of Mortar. 1 8 
In Egypt we ſtill ſee their Pyramids, which anſwer 
to the Deſcriptions that have been made of them, and 
I queſtion not but a Traveller might find ont the Re- 
mains of ſome Labyrinth that cover'd a whole Pro- 
vince, and had a hundred Temples diſpos'd among its 

ſeveral £ garters and Diviſions, | 
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The Wall of China is one of theſe eaſtern Pieces of 
Magnificence, which makes a Figure even in the Map 
of the World, altho' an Account of it would have 
been thoaght fabulous, were not the Wall itſelf ſtill 
extant, 

We are oblig'd to Devotion for the nobleſt 
Buildings that have adorn'd the ſeveral Countries of 
the World. It is this that have ſet Men to work on 
Temples and ſeveral Places of Worſhip, not only that 
they might, by the Magnificence of the Building, in- 
vite the Deity to reſide within it, but that ſtupendous 


Works might, at the ſame Time, open the Mind to 


vaſt Conceptions, and ht it to converſe with the Divi- 
nity of the Place. For every thing that is majeſtick 
imprints an Awfulreſs and Reverence on the Mind of 
the Beholder, and ſtrikes it with the natural Greataets 


of the Soul. 


In the ſecond Place we are to corfiler Greatnc/s of 
Manner in Architecture, which has ſuch Force upon 
the Imagination, that a /a// Building where it ap- 
pears, ſhall give the Mind nobler Ideas than one of 


twenty Times the Bulk, where the Manner is ordi- 


nary and little. Thus perhaps a Man would have 
been more aſtoniſhed with the majeſtick Air that ap- 
pear'd in one of Lycippus Statues of Alexander, tho' 
no bigger than the Life, than he might have been with 
Mount Atlas, had it been cut into the Figure of the 
Hero, according to the Propoſal of Phyazas, with a 
River in one Hand, and a City in the other. 

Let any one refle& on the Diſpoſition of the Mind 
he finds in himſelf, at his firſt Entrance into the Pan- 
t heon at Rome, and how the Imagination is filled with 
ſomething great and amazing ; and at the ſame Time, 
conſi ler how little in Proportion he is, affected with 
the Inſide of a Gothick Cathedral, tho' it be five Times 
larger than the other, which can ariſe from nothing 


elie but the Greatneſs of the Manner in :he one, and | 


the Meanneſs in the other. 
[ have ſeen an Obſervation upon this Subject in a 
French Author, which very much pleaſed me; it is 
Monſieur Freat's Parallel of the ancient and modern 
N Archi- 
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Architecture. I ſhall give it the Reader with the ſame 
Terms of Art he has made uſe of. I am obſerving 
(ſays he“ a Thing, which in my Opinion is very cu— 
rious, whence it proceeds, that in the ſame Quantity 
of Supertic:es, the one Manner ſcems great and mag— 
nificent, an the other poor and trifling ; the Reaſon 
is fine and uncommon. I fay then, to introduce into 
Architecture this Grandeur of Manner, wrought ſo to 
proceed, that the Diviſion of the principal Members 
of the Order may conpſt of but few Parts, that they 
be all great and of a bold and ample Relievo and 
Swelling ; and that the Eye beholding nothing little 
or mean, the Imagination may be more vigorouſly 
touched, and affected with the Work that ſtands be- 
fore it. For Example, in a Cornice, if the Gola or 
the Cynation of the Corona, the Coping, the Modil- 
lions or Dentelli, make a noble Shew by their graceſul 
Projections, if we ſee none of that ordinary Confuſion 
which is the Reſult of thoſe little Cavities, Quarter 
Rounds of the Aſtragal, and I know not how many 
other intermingled Particulars, which produce no Ef- 
fet in great and maſly Works, and which very un- 
profitably take up Place to the Prejudice of the prin- 
cipal Member, it is moſt certain that this Manner will 
appear ſolemn and great; as on the contrary, that it 
will have but a poor and mean effect, where there is 
a Redundancy of thoſe ſmaller Ornaments, which di- 
vide and ſcatter the Angles. of Sight into fuch a Mul- 
titude of Rays, ſo preiled together, that the whole 


will appear but a Confuſton. 


Among all the Figures in Architecture, there are 
none that have a greater Air than the Concave and the 
Convex, and we find in all the ancient and modern 
Architecture, as well as in the remote Parts of Ching, 
as in Countries nearer hom, that round Pillars and 
vaulted Roofs make a great Part of thoſe Buildings, 
which are deſign'd for Pomp and Magnificence. The 
Reaſon I take to be, becauſe in thoſe Figures we ge- 
nerally ſee more of the Body, than in ihote of other 
Kinds. There are indeed Figures of Bodies, where- 
in the Eye may take in two Thirds of the Surtace, 
but as in fh Bodies the Sight muſt ſplit upon ſeveral 
, Angles, 
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Ang'es, it does not take in one uniform Idea, but ſe- 
veral Ideas of the ſame Kind. Look upon the Outſide 
of a Dome, your Eye half ſurrounds it; look up 


into the Inſide, and at one Glance you have all the 


Proſpe& of it. The in ire Concavity fall ivto your 
Eye at once, the Sight being at the Centre that col- 
lects and gathers into it the Lines of the whole Cir- 
cumference. In a {quare Pillar the Sight often takes 
in but a fourth Part of che Surface, and in a fquare 
Concave mult move up and down to the different 
Sides, before it is Maſter of all the inward Surface. 
For this Reaſon the Fancy is infinitely more itruck with 
the View of the open Air, and Skies that paſles 
through an Arch, than what comes through a Square, 
or any other Figure. The Figure of a Rainbow does 
not contribute leſs to its Magnificence, than the Co- 
lour to its Beauty, as it is very pathetically deſcribed 
by the Son of Sach: Look upon the Rainbow, and 
praiſe him that made it, very beautiful is it in its 
Brightneſs ; it encompaſſes the Heavens with a glorious 
Circle, and the Hands of the moſt High have benated it. 
Having thus ſpoken of that Greatneſs which affects 
the Mind in ArchiteQure, I might next ſhew the Plea- 
ſure that riſes in the Imagination, from what appears 
new and beautiful in this Art: but as every Beholder 
has naturally a greater Taſte of theſe two Perfections, 
in every Building which offers itſelf to his View, than 
of that which I have hitherto confider'd. I ſhall not 
trouble my Reader with any Reflexions upon it; it is 
ſufficient for my preſent Purpoſe to obferve that there 
is nothing in this whole Art which pleaſes the Imagi- 
nation, but as it is great, uncommon, or beautiful. 


SPECTATOR, Vol. VI. No. 415. C. 
ARGUMENTS. 


V OID Diqpates as much as poſſible, in order 
to appear caly and well bred in Converſation. 


You may aflure yourſelf it requires more Wit, as well 


as more good Humour, to improve, rather tha con- 
tradi& the Notions of another; but if you are at any 
Time oblig'd to enter into an Argument, give ; ur * - 
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ſons wih the utmoſt Coolneſs and Modeſty, two 
Things which ſcarce ever fail of making an Oppreſ- 
hon upon the Hearers. Beſides, if you are neither 
dogmatical, nor ſhew either by your Words or Acti- 
ons, that you are full of yourſelf, all will the more 
heartily rejoice at your Victory ; nay, ſhould you be 
pinched in your Argument, you may make your Re- 
treat with a good Grace: You were never poſitive, 
and are now glad to be better informed. This has 
made ſome approve of the ſocratical way of Reaſon- 
ing, where while you ſcarce affirm any thing, you can 
hardly be caught in an Abſurdity ; and tho' poſſibly 
you are endeavouring to bring over another to your 
Opinion, which is firmly fixed, you ſeem only to de- 
fire Information from him. 

In order to keep that Temper, which is ſo difncult, 
and yet ſo neceſſary to obſerve, you may pleaſe to con- 
fider, that nothing can be more unjuſt or rxdiculous, 
than to be angry with another, becauſe he is not of 
your Opinion. 'The Intereſts, Educations, and Means 
by which Men attain their Knowledge, are io very 
different, that it is impoſſible for all to think altke ; 
and he has at leaſt as much Reaſon to be angry with 
you, as you with him. Sometimes to keep yourſelf 
cool, it may be of Service to aſk yourſelf fairly this 
Queſtion. What 2 5 have been your Opinion, had 
you all the Eiaſſes of Education and Intereſt your Ad- 
ve ſary may poſhbly have? But if you contend for the 
Honour of Victory alot e. you may lay down this as 
an infall:ble Maxim, That you cannot make a more 
falſe Step, or give your Antagoniſts a greater Advan- 
tage over you, than by falling into a Paſſion. 

When an Argument is over, how many weighty 
Reaſons does a Man recollect, which his Heat and 
Violence made him utte:ly forget ? 

It is vet more abſurd to be angry with a Man, be- 
cauſe he does not apprehend the Force of your Rea- 
ſons, or give weak ones of hs own. It you argue 
for Reputation, this makes your Victory the eaher, 
he is certainly in all Reſpects an Object of your Pity 
rather than Anger; and if he cannot comprchend 


what yon do, you ought to thank Nature for her Fa- 


P4 Yours, 
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vours, who has given you ſo much the clearer Under— 
ſtanding. 

You may pleaſe to add this Confideration, That 
among your Equals no one values your Anger, which 
only preys upon its Maſter ; and perhaps you may 
find it not very conſiſtert, either with Prudence or 
your Eaſe, to puniſh yourſelf whenever you meet with 
a Fool or a Knave. 

Laſtly, if you propoſe to yourſelf the true End of 
Argument, which is Information, it may be a ſeaſona- 
ble Check to your Paflion ; for if you ſcarch purely 
after Truch, it will be almoſt indifferent to you where 
you find it. I cannot in this Place omit an Obſerva- 
tion which [ have often made, namely, that nothing 
procures a Man more Eſteem and leſs Envy from the 
whole Company, than if he chooles the Part cf Mo- 
deration, without engaging directly on either Side in 
a Diſpute. This gives him the Charadter of Impar- 
tial, lamihing him with an Opportunity of ſifting 
Things to the Bottom, ſhewing his Judgment, and 
ſometimes of making handſome Compliments to each 
of the contending Parties. 

I ſhall cloſe this Subject with giving you one Cau- 
tion, when you have gained a Victory, do not puſh it 
too far, it is ſufficient to let the Company and your 


Adverſary ſee it is in your Power, but that you are too 


generous to make uſe of it. 
SPECTATOR, Vol, III. No. 197. X. 


ASTRONOMY, 


N fair Weather, when my Head is cheer'd, and I 
feel that Exaltation of Spirits which reſults from 
Light and Warmth, joined with a beautiful Proſpect 
of Nature, I regard myſelf as one placed by the Hand 
of God in the midit of an ample Theatre, in which 


the Sun, Mcon, and Stars, the Fruits alſo, and Ve- 


getables of the Earth, perpetually changing their Po— 
titions, or their Aſpects, exhibit an elegant Entertain- 
ment to the Underſtanding as well as to the Eye. 
Thunder and Lightning, Rain and Hail, the paint- 
ed Bow, and the giaring Comets, ate Decor ſ dns ef 
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this mighty Theatre. And the ſable Hemiſphere 
ſtudded with Spangles, the blue Vault at Noon, the 
glorious Gildings, and rich Colours in the Horizon, 
J look on as many ſucceſſive Scenes. 

When I conſider Things in this Light, methinks it 
is a ſort of Impiety to have no Attention to the Courſe 
of Nature, and the Revolutions of the heavenly Bo- 
dies. To be regardleſs of thoſe Phzromena that are 
placed within our View, on Purpoſe to entertain our 
Faculties, and diſplay the Wiſdom and Power of their 
Creator, is an Affront to Providence of the ſame 
Kind, (J hope it is not impious to make ſuch a Simile) 


as it would be to a good Poet to ſet out his Play, with- 


out minding the Plot or Beauties of it. 

And yet how few are there who attend to the Dra- 
ma of Nature, its artificial! Structure, and thoſe admi- 
rable Scenes, whereby the Paſſions of a Philoſopher 
are pratefully agitated, and his Soul affected with the 
ſweet Emotions of Joy and Surprize. 

How many Fox Hunters and rural Squires are to 
be found in Grra? Britain, who are ignorant that 
they have all this while lived in a Planet; that the 
Sun is ſeyeral thouſard Times bigger than the Earth, 
and that there are ſeveral other Worlds within our 
View, greater and more glorious than our own ? Ay, 
but ſays ſome illiterate Fellow, I enjoy the World, 
and leave it to others to contemplate it, yet you 
eat and drink, and run about upon it, that 1s, you 
enjoy as a Brute; but to enjoy as a rational Being, is 
to know it, to be ſenſible of its Greatnels and Beauty, 
to be delighted with its Harmony, and by theſe. Re- 
flections to obtain juſt Sentiments of the almighty 
Mind that framed it. 

The Man, who unembarraſs'd with vulgar Cares, 


leiſurely attends to the Flux of "Things in Heaven, and 


Things on Earth, and obſerve the Laws by which they 
are govern'd, hath ſecur'd to himfſeif an eaſy and con- 
venient Seat, where he bebolds with Pleaſure all that 


paſſes on the Stage of Nature, while thoſe about 


him are, ſome fait aſleep, and others truzpling for 
the highelt Places, or turning their Eyes from the 
Enter- 
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Entertainment prepared by Providence, to play at 
Puſh- pin with one another, 

Within this ample Circumſerence of the World, the 
glorious Lights that are hung on high, the Meteors in 
the middle Region, the various Livery of the Earth, 
and the Profuſion of good Things that diſtinguiſh the 
Seaſons, yields a Proſpect which anniailates all human 
Grandeur. | 

GuarDlax, Vol. II. No. 169. 


ATHEISM. 


THEIS M, by which I mean a Diſbelicf of a 

ſupreme Being, and conſequently of a future 
State, under whatſocver Titl: it ſhelters itſelf, may 
likewiſe very reaſonably deprive a Man of Chearful- 
neſs of Temper. There is ſomething ſo particularly 
gloomy and offenſive to human Nature in the Proſpect 
of: Non-exiſtence, that I canno: but wonder with many 
excellent Writers, how it is polſible for a Man to out- 
live the ExpeRation of it. For my Part, I think the 
Being of a God is ſo little to be doubted, that it is al- 
moſt the orly Truth we are ſure. of, and ſuch a Truth 
as we meet with in every ObjeR, in every Occurrence, 


and in every Thought. If we look into the Charac- 


ters of this Tribe of Infidels, we generally find that 
they are genera.ly made up of Pride, Spleea and Ca- 
vil: It is indeed no Wender that Men who are uneaſy 
to themſelves, ſho ld be ſo to the reſt of the World; 
and how is it poſlible for a Man to be otherwiſe than 
uneaſy in himſelf, who is in danger every Moment 
of loſiug his entire Exiſtence, and dropping into 
nothing ?————SPEcTATOR, Vol, W. No. 381. I. 
There are two Confideratio:s which are often urged 
againſt Atheiſt, and which they never yet can get 
over. The firſt is, the g reateſt and moſt eminent Per- 
ſons of all Ages have been againſt them, and always 
complied with the publick Forms of Worſhip eſta— 
bliſn'd in their particular Countries, when there was 
nothing in them either derogatory to the Honour of 
* 3 Being, or prejudicial to the good of Man - 
Ind. 3 
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The Platos and Ciceros among the Ancients, the 
Bacons and the Loches among our own Countrymen, are 
all Inſtances of what I have been ſaying ; not to men- 
tion any of the Divines, however celebrated, ſince our 

Adverſaries challenge all thoſe, as Men who have too 
much [Intereſt in the Caſe to be impartial Evidence. 

But what has been offer'd as a Conſideration of 
mach more Weight, 13 not only the Opinion of the 
better Sort, but the general Conſent of Mankind to 
this great Truth, which I think could not poſſibly have 
come to paſs, but from one of the three following 
Reaſons ; either that the Idea of a God is innate and 
co- exiſtent with the Mind itſelf, or that this Truth is 
ſo very obvious, that it is diſcover'd by the firſt Exer- 
tion of Reaſon in Perſons of the moſt ordinary Capa 
cities; or laſtly, it has been deliver'd down to us 
through all Ages by a Tradition from the firſt Man. 

The Atheilts are equally confounded, to which ever 
of theſe three Cauſes we aſlign it; they have been fo 
preſſed by this laſt Argument from the general Con- 
ſent, that after great Search and Pain, they pretend to 
found out a Nation of Atheiſts, I mean that polite 
Nation the Hottentets. 

I dare not ſhock my Readers with a Deſcription of 
the Cuſtoms and Manners of tweſe Barbarians, wha 
are in every Reſpect ſcarce one Degree above Brutes ; 
having no Language an ong them but a confuſed Gap- 

ple, which is neither well underſtood by themſelves or 
others. | 

It is not however much to be imagin'd, how much b 
the Atheiſts have gloried in theſe their good Friends ; 
and Allies. | | | 

If we boaſt a Sorrates or 2 5 ucca, they may now con- 

front them with theſe great Philolophers the IIe 

Tho' this Point has, not without Reaſon, been ſe- 
veral Times controverted, I ſee no more of Harm it 
could do Religion, if we ſhou'd entirely give them up 
this elegant Fart of Mankind. | 

Methinks there is nothing more fhews the Weak - 
reſs of their Cauſe, than that no Diviſion of their 

Fellow Creatures join with them, but thoſe who they 
; tmſ ves own Reaſon is almoſt defaced, and _ | 
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have little elſe but their Shape, which can entitle them 
to any Place in the Species. 

Belides theſe poor Creatures, there have now and 
then been Inſtances of a few crazed People in ſeveral 
Nations, who have denied the Exiſtence of a Deity. 

The Catalogue of theſe is very ſhort, even Yann! 
the moſt celebrated Champion for the Cauſe, profeſs'd 
before his Judges, that he believ'd the Exiſtence of a 
God, and taking a Straw, which lay before him on 
the Ground, aſlured them that, alone was ſufiicient to 
convince him of it; alledging ſeveral Arguments to 
prove that it was impoſſible Nature alone could create 
any thing. 

I was the other Day reading an Account of Cof- 
mir Lyſzenſty, a Gentleman of Poland, who was con— 
victed and executed for this Crime; the Manner of 
his Puniſhment was very particular. As ſoon as his 
Body was burnt, his Aſhes was put into a Cannon, 
and ſhot into the Air, towards 1 artary. 

am apt to believe, that if ſomething like this Me- 
thod of Puniſhment ſhould prevail in England, ſuch is 
the natural Good and Senſe of the Br:/;/v Nation, that 
whether we ramm'd an Atheiſt down, a great Gun, or 
pulveriz d our Infdels, as they do in Poland, we 
il;ouic not have many Charges. 

I ſhouid pro; ole while our Ammunition laſted, that 
inſtead of 7 artary we ſhould always keep two or three 
Canno..s ready pointed towards the Cape of Go:d Hepe, 
in order to ſhoot our Unbelievers into the Country of 
the Hottentots. | 

In my Opinion a ſolemn judicial Death is too great 
an Honcur for an Atheiſt, tho' I mult allow the Me- 
thod of exploding him, as if practiſed in this ludicrovs 
Kind of Mar:yrdom, has icmething in it proper enough 
to the Nature of his Offence. 

There is indeed a great Objection againſt this Man— 
rer of treating them. cal ior Religion is of ſo active 
a Nature, that it felcom knows where to reſt, for 
which Reaſon J am afraid, after having diſcharged 
our Atheiſts, we might poſſibly think of ſliootir g off 
our Sectaries; and as one does not fee the Vcifü— 
tode of human Affairs, it might one Time ce. * 
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come to a Man's own Turn to ſiy out of the Mouth of 
a demy Culverine. 

If any of my Readers imagine that I have treated 
theſe Gentlemen in too ludicrous a Manner, I mull 
confeſs for my own Part, I think reaſoning againſt 
ſuch Unbelievers upon a Point that ſhocks the com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind, is doing them too great an 
Honour, giving them a Figure in the Eye of the 
World, and making People fancy that they have more 
in them than they really have. 

As for thoſe Perſons who have any "97 of re- 
ligious Worſhip, I am for treating ſuch with the utter- 
moſt Tenderneis, and ſhould endeavour to ſhew them 
their Error v-ith the greateſt 'Temper and Humanity; 
but as theſe Miſcreants are for throwing down Reli- 
gion in general, for {lripping Mankind of what them- 
{elves own 1s. of excellent uſe in al! great Societies, with- 
out once offering to eſtabliſh any thing in the Room of 
it, I think the beſt way of dealing with them, is to re- 
tort their own Weapons upon them, which are thoſe 
of Scorn and Mockery. 

SpECTATOR, Vol. V. No. 389. X, 


After having treated of thoſe falſe Zealots in Reli- 
gion, I cannot forbear mentioning a monſtrous Species 
of Men, who one wo Id not think had any Exiſtence 
in Nature, were they not to be met with in ordinary 
Converſation; I mean the Zealots in Atheiſm. One 
would fancy, that tho* they fall ſhoit in ory other 
Reſpect of thoſe who make a Proſeſſi u of Religion, 
would at leaſt oathive them in this Partic Jar, and be 
exempt from that ſingle Fault which ſeems to grow 
out of the imprudent Fervours of Rel'picn. But ſo 
it is, that Inkidelity ; 1s propagated with as much Fierce- 
neſs and Contention, Wrath and Indignation, as if 
the Safety of Mankind depended upon it. There is 
ſomething ſo ridiculous and perverſe in this Kind of 
Zealots, that one does not know how to ſet them out 
in their proper Colours. They are a fort of Game- 
ſters who are cternally upon the Fret, though they play 
for nothing ; they are perpetually teazing t teir Friends 
to comp over to them, though at the ſame Iime they 
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allow that neither of them ſhall get any thing by the 
bargain. In ſhort the Zeal of ſpreading Atheiſm is, 
if poſſible, more abſurd than Atheiſm itſelf. 

Since I have mention'd this unaccountable Zeal 
which appears in Atheiſts and Infidels, I mult farther 
obſerve, that they are likewiſe in a molt particular 
Manner poſſeſſed with the Spirit of Bigotry. 'They 
are wedded to Opinions full of Contradiction and Im- 
poſſibility, and at the ſame Time look upon the ſmall- 
eſt Difficulty in an Article of Faith as a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon for rejecting it. Notions that fall in with the com- 
mon Reaſon of Mankind, that are conformable to the 
Senſe of all Ages and all Nations, not to mention 
their Tendency for promoting the Happineſs of Socie- 
ties or of particular Perſons, are exploded as Errors 
and Prejudices; and Schemes erected in their Stead, 
that are altogether monſtrous and irrational, and re- 
quire the moſt extravagant Credulity to embrace them. 
1 wo: ll fain aſk one of theſe bigotted Infidels ſuppo— 
ſing all the great Points of Atheiſm, as the caſual or 
eternal Formation of the World, the Materiality of a 
| thinking Subſtance, the Noitality of the Soul, the 
fortuitous Crganization of the Body, the! Motion 
and Gravity of Matter, with the like Particulars, 
were laid together, and, formed a kind of Creed, ac- 
cording to the Opinions of the moſt celebrated Athe- 
iſts; 1 fay, ſuppole tuch à Creel was formed, and im- 
pos'd upon any one Pe3pic in the World, whether it 
would not require an infinitely greater Meaſure of 
Faith than any ſet of Articles which they ſo vicleotly 
oppoſe ? Let me therefore adviſe this Generation of 
Wranglers for their own, and for the publick Good, 
to act at lèaſt fo conſiſtenily as not to burn with Zeal 
for Religion, and with Eigottry tor Nonſenſe. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 187. C. 


AUTHORS. 


ON the hearing of ſeveral late Diſputes con- 
cerning Rank and Precedeace, 1 could not for- 
bear amuſing myſelf with ſome Ouſervations which I 
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have made upon the learned World, as to this great 
Particular. By the learned World I here mean at large 
all thoſe who are any way concern'd in Works of Li- 
terature, whether in the writirg, printing or the re- 
peating Part. To begin with the Writers, I have ob- 
{ſerved that a Folio, in all Companies and Converſa— 
tions, ſets himſelf above a Quarto, the Author of a 
QAuarto above the Author of an Ofaws ; and fo on by 
a gradual Deſcent and Subordination to an Author in 
Taventy-fours. This Diſtinction is well obſerved, that 
in an Aſſembly of the learned I have ſeen a Felis Wri- 
ter place himſelf in an Elbow Chair, when the Author 
of a Duodecimo has, out of a juſt Deference to his ſuperior 
Quality, ſeated himſelf upon a Squab. In a Word, Au- 
thors are uſually ranged in Company after the ſame 
Manner as their Works are upon a Shelf. | 

The moſt minute Pocket-Author hath beneath him 
the Writer of all Pamphlets, or Works that are only 
ſtitched. As for the Pamphleteer, he takes Place of 
none, but the Author of ſingle Sheets, and of that 


Fraternity who publiſh their Labours on certain Days, 


or on certain Days of the Week, I do not find thace 
the Precedency among the Individuals in this latter 
Claſs of Writers is yet ſettled. 

For my own Part, | have had ſo ſtrict a Regard to 
the Ceremonial which prevails in the learned World, 
that I never preſumed to take Place of a Pamphleteer, 
till my daily Papers were gathe ed into thoſe two firſt 
Volumes which have already appear'd ; after which 
I naturally jamp2d over the Heads, not on'y of 
all Pamphletcers, but of every O#awvo Writer in 
Great Britain, that had written but one Book. I am 
alſo informed by my Bookſeller, that hx Ocawos has 
been always looked upon as an Equivalent to a Folio, 
Which I take notice of the rather, becauſe i would 


not have the learned World ſurprized, if after the 


Publication of half a dozen Volumes, I take my 
Place accordingly. When my ſcatter'd Forces are 
thus rally'd and reduz'd in'o regular Bodies, I flatter 
myſelf that I ſhall! make no deſpicable Figure at the 
Head of them, | 

Wucther 


4 


the SprcTATORS, TarLERS, Sc. 121 


Whether thoſe Rules which have been eftabliſhed 
Time out of Mind in th2 common Wealth of Learn- 
ing, were not original y fermed with an Eye to our 
Paper ManufaQure, I ſhall leave to the D.ſcuſſion of 
others, and ſhall only remaik further in this Place, 
that all Printers and e e take the Wall of one 
another, according to the abovementioned Merits of 
the Authors to whom they reſpectively belong. 

I come now to that Precedency whick 1s ſettled 
among the three learned Profeſſions, by the Wiſdom 
of our Laws. 1 need not here take notice of the 
Rank which is allotted to every Doctor in each of 
theſe Profeſſions, who are all of them, though not io 
high as Knights, yet a Degree above Squires, this Jaſt 
Order of Men being the illiterate Body of the Nation, 
are conſequently thrown together in a Claſs below the 
three learned Profeilions. - { mention this for the Sake 
of ſeveral rural Squires, whoſe reading does not reach 
ſo high as to the proſent State of England, and who are 
often apt to uſurp that Precedency which by the Laws 
of the Country is not due to them. Their want of 
Learning. which has planted them in this Station. 
may in jome M-aſure extenuate their Miſdemcinour ; 
and our Profeilors ought to pardon thera when they 
offend in this Particular, conſitering that they are in a 
State of Ignorance, or as we utual!y {ay, do not know 
their right Hand from their lets. 

There is another i'ribe of Perſcns, who are Re. 
tainers to the learned World, and wio regulfite thent- 
ſelves upon all Occaſions, by ſeveral Laws peculiar to 
8 their Body; I mean the Actors or Players of both 
'F Sexes Among theſe it is a ſtanding aud uncontro- 
; ' verted Principle, that a Tragedian always takes Place 

of a Comedian; and it is very well known the merry 
Drolls which make vs laugh are always p'accd ut the 
lower End of the Table, ant in cvery Entertainment 
give way to tae Dignity of the Buſcin, It is a Stage 
Maxim, ce @ King, and abuts a Jung. For this 
| Reaſon it would-be thought very abſfnrd in Nr. 7. 


| - Hick, notwithſtanding the He ghth zu Graccfuineſs of 
his Perſon, to fit at the right itand of an Hero, tho? 
. he were but five Foot hian. The ſame Diſtir on 
Vol. I. 8 obic, i. 


* 
* 


F 
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obſerved among the Ladies of the Theatre. Queens 
and Heroines p:eferve their Rank in private Conver- 
ſation, while thole who are waiting Women and Maids 
of Honcur upon the Stage, keep their Diſtance alſo 
bchind the Scenes. | 
I ſhall only add, by a Parity of Reaſon, all Writers 
of Tragedy look upon it to be their Due to be ſeated 
or ſaluted before Comick Writers. I hoſe who deal 
in Tragi-Comedy, uſually take their Seats between 
the Authors of either Side. There has been a long 
Diſpute for Precedency between the tragick and he- 
roick Poets; Arielle would have the latter yield 
the Pas to the former, but Mr. Dryd:n and many 
others would never ſubmit to this Deciſion. Burleſque 
Writers pay the ſame Deſerence to the Heroick, as 
Comick Writers to their ſerious Brotners in the 
Drama, | | 
By this ſhort Table of Laws, Order is kept up, and 
Diſtinction preſerv'd in the whole Republick of 
Letters,————SPECTAaT0R, Vol. VII. No. 529. O. 


STR, 

F all the Precautions with which you have inſtroct— 
() ed the World, 1 like taat beſt which is upon a- 
tural and phantaſfical Pleaſure, becauſe it falls n very 
much with my own way of thinkirg. As you receive 

real Delight, from what creates only imaginary Satisfac- 
tions in others, ſo do | raife to my elf all the Conve- 
niencies of Life, by amuling the Fancy of the World. 
Jam in a Word, a Member of that numerous Tribe 
who write for their daily Bread, I flouriſh in a Dearth 
of foreign News, and though I do not pretend to 
the Spleen, I am never. ſo well as io the Time of a 
weiterly Wind. When it blows from that auſpicious 
Point, I raiſe to myſelf Contributions from the Bri1i/ 
Iſie by affrighting my ſuperſtitious Country men with 
printed Accounts of Murders, Spirits. Prodigies. of 
Monſters, according as my Neceſſities ſuggeſt to me; 
I hereby provide for my Being. The lait Summer I 
aid a large Debt for Brandy and Tobacco by a won- | 
derful Deſcription of a ficry Dragon, and lived for 
Days together upon a Whale and a Mermaid. 
6 : W hen 


* 
, * 
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When Winter draws on, I generally pluck up my Spi- 
rits, and have my Apparitions ready againſt lovg dark 
Evenings. From November laſt to Fanuatry !] lived 
ſolely u; on Murders, and have ſince that had a com- 
fortable Subſiſtence from a Flague and a Famine ; I 
made the Pope pay for my Beef ard Mutton laſt Lent 
out of pure ſpite to the Romifh Religion, and at pre- 
ſent my good Friend the King of Sweden finds me in 
clean Linen, and the Mufti gets me Credit at the 
Tavern. | 

The aſtoniſhing Accounts that I record, I uſually 
enliven with wooden Cuts, and the like paltry Embel- 
liſhments, . They adminiſter to the Curioſity of my 
Fellow Subjects, and not only advance Religion and 
Virtue, but take reſtleſs Spirits off from meddling with 
the publick Affairs. I therefore cannot think my ſelf 
an uſeleſs Burthen upon Earth, and that J may ſtill do 
more in my Generation, I ſhall give the World in 
a ſhort Lime an Hiftory of my Life, Studies, Max- 
ims and Atchievements, provided my Boukſcller ad- 
vances a round Sum for my Copy. | 


I am, &c. 
GUARDIAN, Vol. I. No. 58. 


AVAR ICE. : 

OST of the Trades, Profeſſions and Ways 

of living among Mankind, take their Origi- 
nal, either from the Love of Pleaſure, or the Fear of 
Want. The former, when: it becomes too violent, 
degenerates into Luxury ; and the latter into A ig. 
As thoſe two Principles of Action draw different 
Ways, Perſcus has given us a very humorous Account 
of a young Fellow, who was rouſed out of Jus Bed, 
in order to be ſent a long Veyage by Awvarice, and 
afterwards over. perſuaded and kept at Rome by Luxury, 
shall ſet down at length the Pleacings of theſe 
two imaginary Perions, as they are in Mr. Dryden's 
Trauſlation, 


- Whether alone, or in thy Harlot's La 
I hex thou acculiſi take a loixy , Ne * 
g : (42 9 


. 
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Up, up, ſays AVARICE ; thou ſnor'ſt again, 
Stretch2/t thy Limbs, and jagen but all in vain. 
The rugged Tyrant no Denial takes, | 

At his Command, ib' unwilling Sluggard wakes. 
Ihat muſt I do? he cries, What ? ſays his Lord, 
My riſe, make ready, and go ſirait abroad. 

With Fiſh, from Euxine's Seas, thy Veſſil freight, 
Flax, Caſior, Coan Wines, the precious Weight 
Of Pefjper, and Sabean Incenſe take, 

With thy caun Hands from the tir'd Camels Back, 
And with Poſt-haſte thy running Markets make. 

Re ſure to turn the Penny, lie and ſwear, 

*Trs achelſome Sin; but Jove, thou ſay'ſt, auill hear. 
Swear, Fool, or flarve; for the Dilemma's even, 
A Trad: ſman thou, and hoje to go to Heaa'n. 
Reſolv'd for Sea, the Slawes thy Baggage pack, 
Each ſaddled with his Burden on his Buck. 
Nothing retards thy Voyage now, but he, 

That ſeft voluptuous Prince, call'd Luxury. 

ind he may off this civil Qarftion ; Friend, 

l hat doſt thou make a Ship-board To what End? 
Art thou of Bethlem's noble Col/rge free, 

Stark flaring mud, that thou would)? tempt the Sea ? 
Cubb'd in a Cabin, en a Maltri/s laid, 

On a brown Gecrge, George avith /oulySwabber: fed. 
Dead Vine that ſtinks of the Borack'e, ſup, 
Frem a brown Jact, er greaſy Maple Cup. 

Say wwoulsf? thou bear all this, to raiſe thy Store, 
Frem fix i Ih hundred, to fix hundrel more? 
Indulge, and to thy Genius freely give, 

For not to live at Eaſe, 15 not to live. 

Death ſtalks behind thie, and each fixing Heur 
Does fame lo:fe Remnant of thy Life devour. 

Live while theu li v, for Death will make us all 
A Name, a Nothing, but an old Wife's Tale. 
Speak, wilt thou Avarice or Pleaſure chuſe ? 

Ta be the Lord, take one, and ane Rifu/c. 


When a Government flouriſhes in Conqueſts, and 


is ſecure from foreign Attacks, it naturally falls into all. 
the Plcaſures of Luxury, and as theſe Pleaſures are 


| _— they put thoſe who are addicted to 
| \ 


them, 


 v 
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them, upon railing freſh Supplies of Money, by all 
the Mletuods of Rapaciouſnels and Corruption; ſo that 
Avarice and Luxury often become one Principle of 
Action, in thoſe whole Hearts are wholly ſet upon Eaſe, 
Magnificence, and Pleaſure. 'l he moſt elegant and 
correct of all che Latin Hiſto 1ans obſerve, that in bis 
Time, when the molt formidable S ates in the World 
were ſubdued by the Romans, the Republick ſunk into 
thoſe two Vices of a quite different Nature, Luxury 
and Avarice : And r £ deſciibes Catihne as one 
who coveted the Wealth of other Men, at the ſame 
Time that he ſquander'd away his own. This Obſer- 
vation of the Commonwealth, when it was in the 
Height of Power and Riches, holas good in all Govern- 
ments that are ſettled in a State of Eaſe and Proſperity. 
At ſuch Times Men naturally endeavour to outſhine 
one another in Pomp and Splendour ; and having no 
Fears to alarm them from abroad, indulge themſelves 
in the Enjoyment of all they can get into their Poſſeſ- 
ſion, which naturally produces Avarice, and an immo- 
derate Purſuit after Wealth and Riches. | 

As I was humouring myſelf in the Speculation of 
theſe two great Principles of Action, I could nat tor- 
bear throwing my 'Thoughts into a little kind of Alle- 
pory or Fabſe, and which I ſha'l here preſent my 

eader. 

There were two very powerful Tyrants engaged in 
a perpetual War againſt each other: The Name of 
the firlt was Luxury, and of the ſecond Awarice. Ihe 
Aim of each of them, was no leſs than univerſal 
Monarchy over- the Hearts of Mankind. Luxury had 
many Generals under him, who did him great Ser- 
vice, as Pleaſure, Mirth, Pomp and Faſhion. Awarice 
was likewiſe very ſtrong in his Officers, being faith- 
fully ſerv'd by Hunger, Induſtry, Care, and 1 atet fulneſe. 
He had likewiſe a Privy-Counſellor, who was always 
at his Elbow, ard whiſpering ſomething cr :ther in 
his Ear: The Name of the Privy Couiſelior was 
Poverty. As Awvarice condudted himſelt by ike Ccun- 
ſels of Poverty, his Antagoniſt was intirely guided by 
the Dictates and Advice of PF/::ty, who was his firſt 
Counſellor and Miniſter of State, that concert: d Wl his 
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Meaſures with him, and never departed out of bis 
Sight, While thoſe two great Rivals were thus con- 
tending for Empire, their Conqueits were various: 
Luxury got poſſe ſſion of one Heart, and Averice of 
another. The Father of a Family would often range 
himſelf under the Banners of {varice, and the Son un- 
cer thoſe of Luxury, The Wife and Huſband would 


ot en declare themſelves on the two different Parties: 


Nay, the ſame Verſon would very often ſide with one 
o his Youth, and revolt to the other in his old Age. 
Indeed the wife Mien of the World ſtood rater ; but, 
alas! their Number Mere inco ſiderable. At length, 
when thoſe two Potemates had wearicd themſeètves 
with waging War upon one another, they agreed upon 
an Interview, at which neither of their Counſellors 
were to be preſe t. It is ſaid Luxury began the Parley, 
and after having repreſented the State of War, in which 
they were engaged, told his Enemy, with a Frankneſs 
of Heart which is natural to him, that he believed 
that they ſhould be very good Friends, were it not for 
the Inſtigation of Poverty, that pernicious Counſellor, 
vho made an ill Uſe of his Ear, and filled him with 
ground eſs Apprehenſions and Jealouſies. To this 
Avarice replied, that he look'd upon Plenty, the firſt 
Minſter of his Antagoniit, to be a much more deſtruc. 
tive Counſellor than Poverty; for that he was perpe- 


tually ſuggeſting P eaſure, baniſhing all the neceſiary | 


Caution againſt Want, and conſequently undermining 
thoſe Principles on which the Government of Aa- 
rice was founded. At laſt, in order to an Accommo— 
dation, they agreed upon this Preliminary, Tha; each 
of them ſhould immediately diſmiſs his Privy-Coun- 


ſellor. When Things were thus far aGjuiled towards 


a Peace, all other Differences were ſoon accommo- 


dated, inſomuch, that for the future, they reſolv'd to 


live as good Friends and Confederates, and to ſhare 
between them whatever Conqueſts were made on either 
Side. For this Reaſon, we now find Luxury and Awa- 
rice taking Poſſeſſion of the ſame Heart, and dividing 
the ſame Perſon between them. To which I ſhall 
only add, that fince the diſcarding the Counſellors 

= above- 
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above-mentioned, Avarice ſupplies Luxury in the Room 
of Plenty, as Luxury prompts Avarice in the Room 
of Poverty. SPECTATOR, Vol. I. No. 55. C. 


Bacon, (Sir Francis.) 


NE of the mott extenſive and improv'd Geniuſes 
we have had any Inſtance of in our own Nation 
or in any other, was that of Sir Francis Bacon, Lo:d 
Verulim. This great Man, by an extraordinary Force 
of Nature, Compaſs of "Thought, and by indefatiguble 
Stu ly, amaſſeg to himſelf ſuch Stores of Knowledge, as 
we cannot lo k upon without Amazement. His Capa- 
city fe:m'd to have graſped all that was revealed in 
Books befor his Time; and not ſatisſied with that, 
he began to ſt:ike ont new Iracts of Science too many 
to be travelled over by one Man in the Compaſs of tae 
longeſt Life. Theſe, therefore, he would only mark 
down, like imperfect Coaltings in Maps, or ſuppos'd 
Points of Land to be further diſcovercd and aſcertained 
by the Induſtry of after Ages, who ſhould proceed 
upon his Notices or Conjectures. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. VII. No. 554. 


Sir Francis Bacon, a Man who, for the Greaneſs of 
Genius and Compa's of Knowledge, did Honour to 
his Age and Country, I could almoit jay to human 
Knowledge it{:if, He poſſeſſed at once all thoſe ex- 
traoramary Tatents which were divided amongſt the 
ou Auth-rs of Antiquity. He had the fourd, di- 
ſtinct, comprehenſive Knowledge of iſtetle, with all 
the beautiful Lights, Graces, and Embeliſhments of 
Tully, One does not know which to admire moit in 
his Writings, the Strengch of Reaſon, Force oi Stile, 
or Brightneſs of Imag nation. 

This Author has remarked, in ſeveral Parts of his 
Works, that a thorough Infizht into Philoſophy, makes 
a good Believer; and that a ſmattering in it, natu- 
rally produces ſuch a Race of delpicable Infidels, as 
the little profligate Writers of the preſent Age, whom 
(I muſt confeſs) J have always acculed to myſelf, not 
fo much for their Want of Faith, as their Want of 
Learning, | | 
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I was infinitely pleaſed to find among the Works of 
this extraordinary Man, a Prayer of his own compo- 
png, which for the Elevation of Thought, and Great- 
nel: of Expreſſion, ſeems rather the Devotion of an 
Angel than of a Man. His principal Fault ſeems to 
have been the F.xcets of that Virtue which covers a 
Multitude of Faults. This betray'd him to fo great an 

| Indulgence towards the Servants, who made a corrupt 
Uſe of it, that it llript him of all thoſe Riches and 
Honours which a long Series of Merits had heap'd 
upon him : But in this Prayer, at the ſame Time that 
we find him proftrating himſelf befure the great Mcrcy- 
Seat, and humbied under Afflictions, which at that 
Time lay heavy upon him, we ſee kim ſupported by 
the Senſe of his Integrity, his Zeal, his Devotion, and 
his Love to Mankind, which give him a much greater 
Figure in the Minds of thinking Men, than that Great- 

nels had done from which he had fallen. I ſhall beg 
Leave to write down the Prayer itſelf, with the Title 
to it, as it was found amongſt his Lordihip's Papers, 
written in his own Hand; not being able to furniſh N 
my Readers with an Entertainment more ſuitable to 1 
this ſolemn Time. + 


A Prayer, er Eſalm, made by my Lord Bacox, Chan- 
cellor of England. 


« Moſt gracious Lord God, my merciful Father 7 
from my Youth up, my Creator, my Redeemer, my 9 
Comfortor. Thou, O Loid, foundeſt, ſearcheſt the 3 
Depths and Secrets of all Hearts; thou acknowledgeſt El . 
the Upright of Heart; thou judgeſt the Hypocrue ; | 
thou poi dereſt Mers Doings as ina Balance; thou mea- 
ſurcſt their Intentions as with a Line; Vanity and 
crooked Ways cannot be hid from thee, gp 7 

Remember, O Lord ! how thy Servant hath walked 
before thee ; remember what I have firit ſought, and 4 
what bath been principal in my Intentions. I have * 
loved tuy Aſſemblies; I have mourned for the Divi- 
ſions of thy Church ; I have delighted in the Bright- 
neſs of thy Sanctuary. This Vine which thy Right 
w hath planted in this Nation, I have ever pray'd 


unto 
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unto thee that it might have the firſt and the latter 


Rain, and that it might ſtretch her Branches unto the 
Seas, and to the Floods. The State and Bread of the 
Poor and Diſtreſſed, have been precious in my Eyes: 
I have hated all Cruelty and Hardneſs of Heart; I 
have (though in a deſpiſed Weed) procured the Good 
of all Men. If any have been my Enemies, I thought 
not of them, neither hath the Sun almoſt ie: upon my 
Diſpleaſure ; but I have been as a Dove, free from 


ſuperfluity of Maliciouſneſs. Thy Creatures have been 


my Works, but thy Scriptures much more: I have 
ſought thee in the Courts, Fields, and Gardens, but L 
have found thee in thy Temple. 

Thouſands have been my Sins, and ten Thouſands 
my Trauſgreſſions; but thy Sanctifications have re- 
mained with me, and my Heart, through thy Grace, 
hath been unquenched Fire upon thine Altar. 

O Lord, my Strength! 1 have, ſince my Youth, met 
with thee in all my Ways, by thy fatherly Compal- 
ſions, by thy comfortable Chaſtiſements, and by thy 
moſt vitible Providence. As thy Favours have in- 
creaſed upon me, ſo have thy Corrections, ſo as thou 
halt been always near me, O Lord! And ever as my 
worid'y Bleſſings were exalted, ſo ſecret Darts from 
thze have pierced me: And when I have aſcended be- 
fore Men, I have deſcended in Humiliation before 
thee. And now when I thought moſt of Peace and 
Honour, thy Hand is heavy upon me, and hath hum- 
bled me; according to thy former loving Kindneſs, 
keeping me {till in thy fatherly School, not as a Baſtard 
but as a Child. Juſt are thy [udgments upon me for 
my Sins, which are more in Number than the Sands 
of the Sea; but have no Proportion to my Miſeries : 
For what are the Sands of the Sea? Farth, Heavenx,. 
and all theſe are nothing to thy Mercies. Beſides my 
innumerable Sins, I confeſs before thee, that I am 


Debtor to thee for the gracious Talent of thy Gifts 


and Graces, which I have neither put into a Napkin, 
nor put it (as I ought) to Exchangers, where. it might. 


have made beſt Profit; but have miſpent it in Things. 


for which I am leaſt fit; ſo may I truly ſay my Soul 


hath been a Stranger in the Courſe of my Pilgrimage. 
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Be merciful un'o me, O Lord, for my Savicur's Sake, 
and receive me unto thy Boſom, or guide me in thy 


Ways. TatLEr, Vol. IV. No. 267. 


BANKRUPTCY. 


Ai. in his Tragedy of Venice Preſcrv'd, has 

| deſcr'bed the Miſery of a Man, whoſe Effects 
are in the Hanis of the Law, wuh great Spirit. The 
Bitterneſs of being the Scora and Laughter o baſe 
Mim's, the An_uith of being inf..l.ed by Men, har- 
de::'d beyon: the Seite of Shame and Pity, and the 
Injury of a Man's Fo une being walted under the 
Pretence of ]ultice, are excellently aggravated in the 
following Speech of Pie to Fufeir. 


I pafs'd this very Moment by the Doors, 

And found them guarded by a Troop of Villains : 
The Sons of pul lick Rapine wire deſtroying, 
Thy told me, Ly the Sentence of the Laab, 

They had Commiſſiam to ſcixe all thy Fortune : 
Nay, mere, Priuli's crucd Hand bad ſigu'd it. 
Here jioad & Rufan with a berrid Face, 
Lording 't or 42 Pile of maſliy Plate, 

{fumbled into a Heap for putlick Sale, 

Th, Ye AVES nnoth er making vill nu Jeff. 

At thy Udeing : lie had talen Pel eſſion 

Of all ihy ancient, mit dome hie, Ornaments, 
Rich Hlungii gs intirmix'd and wrought with Gold. 
Thy very Bed, nvhich on thy wedding Night 
Receiv'd thie to the Arms of Belvidera, 

The Scene F all thy Toys, aua wiclated 

To the courſe Hands of filthy Dungeon Villains, 


And thrown amongſt the common Lumbcr. 


Nothing, indeed, can be more unhappy, than the 
Condition of a Bankruptcy. The Calamity that 
haprens to us by ill Fortune, or by the Irjury of 
others, has in it ſome Conſolatiin ; but what ariſes 
from ou: own Miſtenaviour or Error, is the State of 
the moſt exquiſite Sorrow When a Man conſiders not 
only an ample Fortune, but even the very Neceſſa- 


rieef, f Life, his Pretence to, Food itſelf at the —_ 
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of his Creditors, he cannot but look upon himſelf in 
the State of the Dead, with his Caſe thus much worſe, 
that the laſt Office is done by Adverſaries, inſtead of 
his Friends. From this Hour the cruel World does 
not only take Poſſeſſion of his whole Fortune, but 
even of every thing elſe, which had no Relation to 
it. All his indifferent Actions have new Interpreta- 
tions pit upon them; and thoſe whom he had favour'd 
in his former Life, diſcharg» themſelves of their Obli- 
your to him, by joyning in the Reproaches of lis 
[nemies. It is almoſt incredible that it ſhould be fo ; 
but it is too often ſcen that there is a Pride mixed 
with the Impatience of the Creditor, and there are 
thoſe who would rather recover their own by the 
Downfa!l of a proſperous Man, than be diſcharged to - 
the common Satisfaction of themſelves and their Cre- 
ditors. The wretched Man, who was lately Maſter 
of abundance, is now under the Dire Sion of others; 
and the Wiſuom. Oeconomy, good Senſe and Sill in 
human Life before, by reaſon of his preſent Misfor- 
tune, are of no UW ie to him in the Diſpoſition of any 
thing. The Incapacity of an Infant or a Lunatick, is 
deſigned for his Proviſion and Accommodation; but 
that of a Bankrupt, without any Mitigation in re- 
ſpect of the Accidents by which it arrived, is calcu- 
lated for his utter Ruin, except there be a Remairder 
ample enough after the Diſcharge of his Creditors, to - 
7 bear alſo the Expence of rewarding thoſe by whoſe 
j Means the Effect of all his Labours was transferred 
from him. The Man is to look on and ſee others 
giving Directions upon what Terms and Conditions 
his Goods are to be purchaſed ; and all this done not 
with an Air of Truſtees to diſpoſe of his Effects, but 
Deſtroyers to divide and tear him to Pieces. 
| There is ſomething ſacred in Miſery to great and 
4, good Minds; for this Reaſon all wife Law-givers have 
been extremely tender how they let looſe even the 
Man who has Right on his Side, to act with any Mix- 
ture of Reſentment againſt the De'cndant. Virtuous - 
and. modeſt Men, though they be uf. d with ſome Ar- 
tifice, aud have it in their Power to avenge themſelves, 
ate ſlow in the Application of that. Power, 4 
rer: 
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ever conſtrained to go into rigorous Meaſures. They 
are careful to demonſtrate themſelves not only injured, 
but alſo that to bear it longer, would be a Means to 
make the. Offender injure others before they proceed. 
Such Men clap their Hands upon their Hearts, and 
conſider what it is to have at their Mercy the Life of a 


Citizen. Such would haye it to ſay to their own Souls, 


if poſſible, that they were merciful, when they could 
have deſtroyed, rather when it was in their. Power to 
have ſpared a Man they deſtroyed. This i a Due to 
the common Calamity of human Life, due in ſome Mea- 
ſure to our very Enemies. 'They who ſcruple a. 
the leaſt Injury, are cautious of exacting the utmol 
Juſtice. Let any one who is converſant in the Variety 
of human Life reflect upon it, and he will find the 
Man who wants Mercy, has a Taſte of no Enjoyment 
of any Kind. There is a natural Diſreliſh of every 
Thing which is good in his very Nature, and he is 


born an Enemy to the World. He is ever extremely 


partial to himſelf in all his Actions, and has no Senſe 
of Iniquity, but from the Puniſhment which ſhall at- 
tend it. "Phe Law of the Land is his Goſpe!, and all 
his Caſes cf Conſcience are determined by an Attor- 
ney. Such a Man knows not what it is to gladden the 
Heart of a miſerable Man, that Riches are the Inſtru- 
ments of ferving the Purpoſes of Heaven or Hell, ac- 


cording to the Diſpoſition of the Poſſeſſor. The Weal- 


thy can torment or gratify all who have it in their 
Power, and chooſe to do one or other as they are af- 
fected with Love or Hatred to Mankind. And for 
ſuch who are inſenſible of the Concerns of others, but 


merely as they affect themſelves, thoſe Men are to be 


valued only for their Mortality, and as we hope better 


Things from their Heirs. I could not but read with 


great Delight, a Letter from an eminent Citizen who 
has failed, to one who was intimate with him in his 
better Fortune, and able by his Countenance to relieve 
h:s loſt Condition. | 


. | 
T is in vain to multiply Words, and make Apola- 
* for what is never to be defended by the beſt 


Advocate 


- 
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Advocate in the World, the Guilt of being unfortu- 
nate. All that a Man in my Condition can do or ſay, 
will be received with Prejudice by the Generality of 
Mankind, but I hope not with you. You have been 
a great Inſtrument by helping ine to get what I have 
loſt, and I know (for that Reaſon and Kindneſs for 
me) you cannot but be in Pain to ſee me out-done. To 
ſhew you I am not a Man incapable of bearing Cala. 
mity, I will, though a poor Man, lay aſide the Di- 
ſtinction between us, and talk with the Frankneſs we 
did, when we were nearer ta an Equality. As allI do 
will be received with Prejudice, all you do will be 
look'd upon with Partiatity. What I defire of you is, 
that you, who are courted by all, would ſmile upon me, 
who am ſhunned by all. Let that Grace and Favour 
which your Fortune throws upon you, be turned to 
make up the Coldneſs and Indifference that is uſed to- 
wards me. All good and generous Men will have a 
Kindneſs for me for my own Sake, and the reſt of the 
World will regard me for yours. There 1s a happy 
Contagion in Riches, as well as a deſtructive one in 
Poverty. The Rich can make rich without parting 
with any of their Store ; and the Converſation of the 
Poor makes Men poor, though they borrow nothing 
of them : How this is to be accounted for, I know 
not; but Mens Eſtimation follows us according to the 

Company we keep. If you are what you were to me, 
you can go a great Way towards my Recovery ; if 
you are not, my good Fortune, if ever it returns, will 
return by ſlower Approaches. 


J am, Sir, &C. 


This was anſwered with a Ccmdeſcention that did 


not by long imperninent Profeſſious of Kindneſs inſult 
his Diſtreſs, but was as follows. 


Dear Tow, 
I AM very glad to hear that you have Heart enough 
to begin the World a ſecond Time: 1 do aſſure you, 
that I do not think your numerous Family at all di- 
miniſhed (in the Gift of Nature, for which I have 
ſo. much admired them) by what has lately haprgned 
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to you. I ſhall not only encourage your Affairs with 
my Appearance for you, but ſhall” accommodate you 
with a conſiderable Sum at common Intereſt for three 
Years. You know I could make more of it; but I 
have ſo great a Love for you, that | can wave Oppor- 
tunities of Gain to help you. For I do not care whe- 
ther they ſay of me after I am dead, that J had an 
hundred or fifty thouſand Pounds more than 1 wanted 
when J was living. 
| Your obliged, &c. 
SezcTaTor, Vol. VI. No. 457. T. 


BAT RH. 


N publick Aſſemblies there are generally ſome en- 
* — {pienetick People, who having no Mind to 
procure Reſpect, are ever finding Fault with thoſe who 
diſtinguiſh themſelves. This happens more frequent- 
ly at thoſe Places where the Seaſon of the Year calls 
Perſons of both Sexes together for the Sake of their 
Health. I have had Reams of Letters from Bath, 
Epſom, Tunbridge, and St. Winefred's Well, wherein I 
could obſerve, that a Concern tor Honour and Virtue, 
proceeded from the Want of Health, Beauty, Sc. or 
fine Pettycoats. A Lady who ſubſcribes herſelf Eudoſia, 
writes a bitter Invective againſt Che the celebrated 
Dancer ; but 1 have learned that ſhe herſelf is lame of 
the Rheumatiſm. Another, who hath been a Prude, 
ever ſince ſhe had the Small-pox, is very bitter againſt 
the Coquets, and their indecent Airs: And a ſharp 
Wit hath ſcnt me a keen Epigram againſt the Game- 
ſters ; but I took Notice, that it was not written upon 
gilt Paper. | 

Having had ſeveral ſtrange Picces of Intelligence 
from the Bath, as that more Conſtitutions were weak - 
ened there than repaired ; that the Phyſicians were not 
more buly in deſtroying old Bodies, than the young Fel- 
lows producing new ones; with ſeveral other common 
Strokes of Raillery, I reſolved to look upon the Com- 

any there, as I returned lately out of the Country. 

t was a great Jelt to ſee ſuch a grave, ancient Perſon as 
1 1 „ in an embroider'd Cap and brocade Night- 

| gown ; 
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gown ; but beſides the Neceſſuy of complying with 
the Cuſtom, by theſe Meaus I paſs'd undiſcover'd, and 
had a Pleaſure, I much covet,. of being alone in a 
Crowd. It was no little Satisfaction to me, to view 
the mixt Maſs of all Ages and Dignities upon a Level, 
partaking of the ſame Penefirs of Nature, and min- 
gling in the ſame Diverſions I ſometimes entertain'd 
myſelf by obſerving what a large Quantity of Ground 
was hid under ſpreading Patt, coats, and what little 
Patches of Earth were covered by Creatures with 
Wigs and Hat-, in Compariſo to thoſe Spaces that 
were diſtinguiſh'd by Flounces, Fringes, and Falbul- 
lows: From the Earth, my Fancy was directed to the 
Water, where the Diſtinction of Sex and Condition 
are concealed, and where the Mixture of Men and 
Women hath given Occaſion to ſome Perſons of light 
Imaginations to compare the Bath to the Fountain of 
Salmacis, which had the Virtue of joyning the two 
Sexes in one Perſon ; or to the Stream where Diana 
waſhed herſelf to beſtow Horns on 4cn ; but by one 
of a ſerious Furn, thoſe healthful Springs may rather 
be likened to the S:yzian Waters, which made the 
Body invulnerable, or to the River of Lethe, one 
Draught of which waſhed away all Pain and Anguiſh.. 
in a Moment. ö | 

As I have taken upon me a Name which ought to 
abound in Humanity, 1 ſhall make it my Buſineſs in 
this Paper to cool and aſſwage thoſe malignant Hu- 
mours of Scandal which run throughout the Body of 
Men and Women there aſſembled; and after the. 
Manner 'of thoſe famous Waters, I will endeavour to 
wipe away all foul Afperſions, to reſtore Bloom and 
Vigour to decay'd Reputations, and ſet injur'd Cha- . 
racters upon their Legs again. I ſhall herein regulate - 
myſelf-by the Example of that good Man, who uſed 
to talk with Charity of the greateſt Villains; nor was 
he ever heard to ſpeak with Rigour of any one, till he 
allirmed with Severity that Nero was a Wag, 

Having thus entertain'd thee, gentle Reader, I ſhall 
not ſcruple to entertain thee with a Panegyrick upon 
the Gameſters. I have indeed ſpoken incautionly 
heretofore of that Claſs of Men, but I ſhould foe 


ail 
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all Titles to Modeſty, ſhould I any * oppoſe the 


common Senſe of the Nobility and Gentry of the 
Kingdom. Were we to treat all thoſe with Contempt 
who are the Favourites of blind Chance, few Levees 
would be crouded. It is not the Height of Sphere in 
which a Man moves, but the Manner in which he acts, 
that makes him truly valuable. When therefore I ſee 
a Gentleman loſe his Money with Serenity, I recog- 
nize in him all the great Qualities of a Philoſopher. 
If he ſtoims and invokes the Gods, I lament that he 
is not placed at the Head of a Regiment. 'The great 
Gravity of the Countenances round Hurri/on's Table, 


puts me in mind of a Council-board ; and the indefa- 


tigable Application of the ſeveral Combatants, fur- 
niſhes me with an unanſwerable Reply to thoſe gloomy 
Mortals who cenſure this as au idle Life. In ſhort, I 
cannot ſee any Realon why Gentlemen ſhou!d be hin- 
dred from railing a For:une by thoſe Means, which at 
the ſame Time enlarge their Minds, Nor ſhall I ſpeak 
diſhonourably of ſome little Artifices and Fineneſſe 
uſed upon theſe Occaſions, ſince the World is ſo juſt 
to any Man who is become a Poſſeſſor of Wealth, as 
not to reſpect him the leſs, for the Methods he took 
to come by it. 


Upon Conſiderations like theſe, the Ladies ſhare in 


_ theſe Diverſions. I muſt own, that I receive great 
Pleaſure in ſeeing my pretty Country. women engaged 
in an Amuſement which puts them upon producing ſa 


many Virtues. Hereby they acquire ſuch a Boldneſs, as 


raiſes them nearer that god-like Creature Man. Here 
they are taught ſuch Contempt of Wealth, as may di- 
late their Minds, and prevent many Curtain-Lectures. 


Their natural Tenderneſs is a Weakneſs here eaſily un- 


learned; and I find my Soul exalted, when I ſee a 
Lady ſacrifice the Fortune of her Children with as lit- 
tle Concern as a Spartan or Ryman Dame. In ſuch a 
Place as Bath, I might urge, that the Caſting of a 
Dye, 1s indced the propereſt Exerciſe for a fair Crea- 
ture to aſſiſt the Waters; not to mention the Oppor- 
' tuni:y it gives to diſplay. the well turn'd Arm, and ta 
ſcitter to Advantage the Rays of the Diamond. But 
1 7 ſatisfied that the Gameſter Ladies have * 
| i 
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ed the little Vanities of ſhowing their Beauty, which 
they ſo far neglect, as to throw their Features into 
violent Diſtortions, and wear away their Lillics and 
Roſes in tedious Watching and reſtleſs El:cubrations. 
I ſhou'd rather obſerve, that their chef Paſhon is an 
Emulation of Manhood, which I am more inclined to 
believe, in ſpite of all Slanders. Their Confidence in 
their Virtue keeps them up all Night, with the moſt 
dangerous Creatures of our Sex. It is to me an un- 
doubted Argument of their Eaſe of Conſcience, that 
they go directly from Church to the Gamirg-table ; 
and ſo highly reverence Play, as to make it a great 
Part of their Exerciſe on Sundays. 

Tie Water Poets are an innocent Tribe, and deſerve 
all the Encouragement I can give them. It would be 
barbarous to treat thoſe Authors with Bitterneſs, who 
never write out of the Sean, and whoſe Works are 
uſeful with the Waters I make it my Care therefore 
to ſweeten ſome ſour Criticks who were ſharp upon a 
few Sonnets, which to ſpeak in the Language of the 
Bath, were mere Alkalies. I took particular Notice 
of a Lenitive Electuary, which was wrapt up in ſome 
of thoſe gentle Compoſitions ; and am perſuaded that 
the pretty one who took it, was as much relieved by 
the Cover as the Medicine. There are a hundred ge- 
neral Topicks put into Metre every Year, viz. The 
Lewer is put into the Water, or, he finds his Death where 
be fought his Cure : Or the Nymph feels her oxen Pain, 
without regarding her Lover's Torment. Thele being 
for ever repeated, have at preſent a very gocd Effect; 
and a Phylician aſſures me, that Laudanum is almoſt out 
of Doors at Bath. 

The Phyſicians here are very numerous, but very 


. good-natur'd, To theſe charitable Gentlemen I owe 


that I was cured, in a Week's Time, of more Diſtempers 
than I ever had in my Life. They had almoſt kill'd 
me avith- their Humani'y. A learned Fellow-lodger 


Preſcribed me a little /emerhing, at my firſt coming, to 


keep up my Spirits; and the next Morning I was fo 
enlivened by another, as to have an Order to bleed 
for my Fever. I was proffered a Cure for the Scurvy 
by the third, and had a Recipe for the Dropſy N 
40 
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before Night. In vain did I modeſtly decline theſe 
Favours; for I was awakened carly in the Morning 
by the Apothecary, who brought me a Doſe from one 
of my Well-wiſhers. I pay'd him, but withal told 
him freely, that I never took Phyſick. My Landlord 
took me for an 7alian Merchant, that ſuſpected Poi- 
fon ; but the Apothecary, with more Sagacity, gueſled 
that I was certainly a Phyſician myſelf. 

The Oppreſhon of Civilities which I underwent 
from the tage Gentlemen of the Facu/ty, frightened 
me from making ſuch Enquiries into the Nature of 
thoſe Springs, as wovlo have furmihed out a nobler En- 
tertainment upon the B, than the looſe Hints I have 
now thrown together. Every Man who hath receiv'd 

any Benefit there, ought, in proportion to his Abili- 
ties, to improve adorn, or recommend it: A Prince 
ſhould found Hoſpi:a's, the Noble and the Rick may 
diffuſe their ampe Charities. Mr. 7ompion gave a 
Clock to the Bath, and I, 'Nefor Iron ide, have dedi- 
cated a Guardian. GUaRDIAN, Vol. II. No. 174. 


BEAR PDS. 


* HEN I was laſt with my Friend Sir Reger in 
 Weſiminſter-Abbry, I obſerved that he ſtood 
longer than ordinary before the Buſt of a venerable old 
Man. I was at a Loſs to gueſs the Reaſon of it, when 
after ſome Time he pointed at the Figure, and aſked 
me if I did not think that our Fore-fathers looked 
much wiſer in their Beards than we do without them: 
For my Part, ſays he, when I am walking in my Gal- 
lery in the Country, and ſee my Anceſtors, who many 
of them died before they were of my Age, I cannot 
forbear regarding them as ſo many old Patriarchs, 
and at the ſame Time as looking upon myſelf as an idle 
Smock-fac'd young Fellow. I love to ſee your Abra- 
hams; your Iſaacs, and your Jacobs, as we have them 
in old Pieces of Tapeſtry, with Beards below their Gir- 
dles that cover half the Hangings. The Knight added, 
if I would recommend Beards in one of my Papers, 
and endeavour to reſtore human Faces to their ancient 
nity, that upon a Month's Warning he would un- 
ns dertake 
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dertake to lead up the Faſhion himſelf in a Pair of 
Whiſkers, 

I fmiled at my Friend's Fancy; but after we parted, 
could not forbear feſlecting on the Metamorpholes our 
Faces have undergone in this Par, icular. 3 

The Beard conformable to the Notion of my Friend 
Sir Roger, was for many Ages look'd upon as the 
Type of Wiidom. Lucian, more than ones, rallies the. 
Philoſophers of his Hime who endeavour'd to rival 
one another with Barcs ; ana repreſents a learned 
Man who ſtood for a Proteflorſhip in Philoſophy, as un- 
qualified for it by the Shortneſs of his Beard. 8 

WTiian, in his Account of Zi us the pretended. Cri- 
tick, who wrote againſt Hemy and ate, and thought 
himſelf wiſer than hem all who had gone before him, 
tells us, that this Zo:ius had a very long Beard that 
hung down upon his Breaſt, bur no Hair upon his 
Head, which he always kept clean ſhaved, regarding, 
as it ſeems, the Hairs of his Head as ſo many S:ck- 
ers, Which if they had been ſuffered to grow, migiit 
bave drawn away the Nouriſhment from his Chin, and. 
by that Means have ſtarved his Beard. 

I have read ſomewhere, that one of the Popes re- 
fuſed to accept an Edition of a Saint's Work, which 
were preſented to him, becauſe the Saint in his Effi- 
gies before the Book, was drawn. without a Beard. 

We ſce by theſe Inſtances, what Homage the World 
formerly paid to Beards, and that a Barber was not hen 
allow'd to make their Depredations on the Faces of the 
Learned, which have been permitted of later Years, 

Accordingly ſeveral wiſe Nations have been {o ex- 
tremely — ck of the leaſt Ruffle offered to their 
Beards, that they ſe:m'd to have fixed the Point of 
Honour principally in that Part. The Spaniards were 
wonderfully tender in this Particular. Den Quewide, 
in his third Viſion on the laſt Judgment, has carried 
the Humour very far, when he tells us, that one of 
his vain glorious Countrymen, after having received 
Sentence was talen into Cuſtody by a Couple of Evi! 
Spirits ; but that his Guides happening to diſorder his 
Muſtachoes, they were forced to. recompence them 

| | vi 
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with a Pair of Curling-irons, before they could get 
him to file off. | 


If we look into the Hiſtory of our own Nation, we 


ſhall find that the Beards flouriſhed in the Saxon Hep- 
tarchy, but was very much diſcouraged by the Norman 
Line. It ſhot out, however, ffom I'ime to Time, in 
ſeveral Reigns, under different Shapes The laſt Ef- 
fort it ſeems was made in Queen Mary's Days, as the 
curious Reader may find, if he pleaſes to peruſe the 
Figures of Cardinal Pot and Biſhop Gardiner; tho' at 
the lame Time I think it may be queſtioned, if Zeal 
againſt Popery has not induced our Proteſtant Painters 
to extend the Beards of thoſe two Perſecutors beyond 
their natural Dimenſions, in order to make them ap- 
pear the more terrible. 

find but few Beards worthy of taking Notice of in 
the long Reign of King James the Firſt. | 

During the Civil War, there ſeem'd one which makes 
too great a Figure in Story to be paſs'd over in Silence; 
I mean that of the redoubted N an Account 
of which, Butler has tranſmitted to Poſterity in the 
following Lines. | 


His tawny Beard was th' equal Grace, 
Both of his Wiſdom and his Face ; 

in Cut and Dye ſo like a Tyle, 

A ſudden View, it would beguile ; 

The Upper Part thereof was Whey, 

The neither Orange mixt with Grey. 


The Whiſker continued for ſome Time among us 
after the Expiration of Beards : But this is a Subject 
which I ſhall not here enter upon, having diſcuſſed it 
at large in a diſtin Treatiſe, which I kept by me in 
= Gan af upon the Muftachoz. 
If my Friend Sir Roger's Project of introducing Beards 
ſnould take Effect, I fear the Luxury of the preſent 
Age would make it a very expenſive Paſſion. There 
is no Queſtion but the Beaux would ſoon provide them- 
ſelves with falſe ones of the lighteſt Colours and the 
moſt immoderate Lengths. A fine Beard of the Tape- 
ſtry Size, Sir Roger ſeems to approve, could not come 
ter twenty Guineas. The famous golden Beard of 
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LEſeulapius, would hardly be more valuable, than one 
made in the Extravagance of the Faſhion 

Beſides, we are not certain that the Ladies would 
not come into the Mode, when they take the Air on 
Horſeback. They already take the Air in Hats and 
Feathers, Coats and Periwigs ; and I ſee no Reaſon 
why we may not ſuppoſe, that they would have their 
riding Beards on the {ame Occaſion. 

| SPECTATOR, Vol. V. No. 331. X. 


BEAUTY. 


Friend of mine has two Daughters, whom I will 
call Lætitia and Daphne. The former is one of 
the greateſt Beauties of the Age in which ſhe lives, the 
latter no way remarkable for any Charms in ner Perſon. 
Upon this one Circumſtance of their outward Form, the 
Good and lll of their Life ſeems to turn. Lætitia, from 
her Childhood, heard any thing elſe but Commendations | 
of her Fortune and Complexion, by whica Means ſhe | 
is no ocher than Nature has made her, a very beautiful 
Outſide. The Conſciouſneſs of her Charms, has ren- 
der'd her inſupportably vain and iuſolent towards all 
that have to do with her. Daphne, who was almoſt | 
twenty before one civil thing had been ſaid to her, | 
ſound herſelf obliged to acquire ſome Accompliſhments | 
to make up for thoſe Attractions which ſhe ſaw in her | 
Siſter. Poor D<;he was ſeldom ſubmitted to in a De- 
| batc whereia ſhe was concerned; her Diſcourſe had f 
0 nothing to recommend it, but the good Senſe of it; | 
; and ſhe was always under a Neceſſity t) have very well | | 
| 
| 


r 


conſider'd what ſhe was going to ſay before ſhe u:ter'd 
It; while Lælitia was liſtned to with Partiality, and Ap- 
probation ſat in the Countenauces of thoſe ſhe con- 
verſed with, before ſhe communicated what ſhe had to 
ſay. Theſe Cauſes have produced ſuitable Effects, | 
and / e&!:7za is as in ſtpid a Companion, as Daphne is an | 
agreeable one. TLælitia, confident of Favour, has 
ſtudied no Arts to pleaſe ; Daphne, of any Inclinations 
to her Perſon, has depended oniy on her Merit. Læti- 
tia has aha) s ſomething in her Air that is ſullez, grave, 
and diſconſolate; Daphne has a Countenance that "F 
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pears-Chearful and unconcern'd. A young Gentleman 
faw this Winter Lætitia at a Play, and became her 
Captive. His Fortune was ſuch, that he wanted very 
little Introduction to ſpeak his Sentiments to her Fa- 
ther, The Lover was admitted into the Family, where 
a conſtrained Behaviour, ſevere Looks, and diltant C1- 


vilities, were the higheſt Favours he could obtain of 


Letitia ; while Daphne uſed him with the good Hu- 
mour, Familiarity, and Innocence of a Sitter, inſomuch 
that he would often ſay to her, Dear Daphne, wert thou 
but as handſome as Letitia.—She received that Lan- 
guage with that ingenuous and pleaſing Mirth, which 
is natural to a Woman without Deſign. He ſtill ſigh'd 
in vain for Letitia, but found certain Relief in the 
agreeable Converſation of Daphne. At length hear- 
tily tired with the haughty Impertinence of Lætitia, 
and charmed with repeated Inſtances of good Humour 
which he obſerved in Daphre, he one Day told the 
latter, that he' had ſomething to ſay to her, he hoped 
ſhe would be pleaſed with. — Faith, Di phae, continued 
he, I am in ide with you, and dij/pile thy Siſler fancerd;, 
The Manner of his declaring himtelf, gave his Miſtreſs 
Occaſion for a very hearty Laughter, —Nay, ſays he, / 
kneaw you would laugh at mut Ill off vour Father. He 
did ſo; the Father received the Intclligence with no 
leſs Joy than Surprize, aud was very glad he had now 
no Care left but for his Buy, whica he thought he 
cou'd carry to Market at his 1.cifure. I do not know 
any thing that has pleas'd me ſo much for a long Time, 
as this Conqueſt of my Friend Def hs. All her Ac- 
quaintance congratulate her upon her Chance Medley, 
and laugh at the premeaitating Murtherer her Siſter. 
As it is an Argument of a light Mind, to think the 
worſe of ourſelves for the Imperſection of our Per— 
ons, it is equal'y below us to value ourſelves upon the 
Advantages of them. The Female World ſeem to be 
almoſt incotrigibly gone aſtray in this Paricular, for, 
which Reaſon 1 ſhall rec mmer d the following Ex- 
tract of a Friend's Letter to the profeſs'd Beauties, 
who ae a People almoſt as unſuſterable as tte pro- 
feſs'd Wits. 

2 | Monſicur 
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Monſieur de St. Evremont has concluded one of his 
Eſſays with affirming, that the laſt Sighs of a hand- 
ſome Woman, was not ſo much for the Loſs of her 
Life as of her Beauty. Perhaps this Raillery is pur- 
ſued too far, yet it is turned upon a very obvious Re- 
mark, that a Woman's ſtrongeſt Paſſion is for her own 
Beauty, and that ſhe values it as her favourite De- 


| ſtruction. From hence it is that all Arts which pre- 


tend to improve or preſerve it, meet with ſo general 
Reception among the Sex. To ſay nothing of many 
falſe Helps and contraband Wares of Beauty, which 
are daily vended in this great Mart, there 1s not a 
Maiden young Gentlewoman of a good Family in any 
County of Great Britain, who has not heard of the 


Virtues of May Dew, or is unfurnith'd with ſome Re- 


ceipt or other in favour of her Complexion ; and I 
have known a Phyſician of Learning and Senle, after 
eight Years Study in the Univerlity, and a Courſe of 
T'ravels through moſt Countries in Europe, owe the 
raiſing his Fortune to a Coſmetick Waſh, 

This has given me Occalion, how fo univerſal a Diſ- 
poſition iu Wemankind, which ſprings from a laudable 
Motive, the Defire of pleaſing, and proceeds upon an 
Opinion not altogether groundleſs, that Nature may 
be helpt by Art, may ve turned to Advantage. And 
methinks it would be an acceptable Service to take 
them out of the Hands of Quacks and Pretenders, and 
to prevent their 1mpoſing upon themſelves, by diſco— 
vering to them the true Secret and Art of improving 
Beauty. | | | 

In order to this, before I touch upon it direcly, it 
will be neceflary to lay down a few preliminary 
Maxim3, wiz. : 

That no Woman can be handſome by the Force of 
Features alone, any more than ſhe can be witty only 
by tie Help of Speech. 

That Pride deſtroys all Symmetry and Grace, and 
Affe ctation is a more terrible Enemy than the Small- pox. 
That no Woman is capable of being beautiful, who 
15 Capable of being falſe. 

And, that would be odious in a Friend, is Deformi 
in a Miſtreſs, \ 
b Froin 
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From theſe few Principles thus laid down, it will be 
eaſy to prove, that the true Art of aſſiſting Beauty, 
conſiſts in embeliſhing the whole Perſon by the proper 
Ornaments of virtuous and commendable Qualities, 
By this Help alone it is, that thoſe who are the favou— 
rite Work of Nature, or, as Mr. Dryden expreſſes it, 
the porcelain Clay of human Kind, become animated, 
and are in a Capacity of exerting their Charms, and 
thoſe who ſeem to be neglected by her, like Models 
wrought in haſte, are capable, in a great Meaſure, of 
finiſhing what ſhe has left imperfect. 

It is, methinks, a low and degrading Idea of that 


Sex, which was created to refine the Joys and ſoften 


the Cares of Humanity, by the moſt agreeable Partici- 
pation, to conſider them as Objects of Sight. This is 
abridging them of their natural Extent of Power, to 


pat them upon a Level with their Pictures at Knellers. 


How much nobler is the Contemplation of Beauty 
heighten'd by Virtue, and commanding our Eſteem 
and Love, while it draws our Obſervation ? How faint 
and Spiritleſs are the Charms of a Coquet, when com- 
par'd with the real Lovclineſs of S:phronia's Innocence, 
Piety, Good humour, and Truth; Virtues which add 
a new Softneſs to her Sex, and even beautify Beauty ? 
That Agreeableneſs which muſt otherwiſe have ap- 
pcared no longer in the modeſt Virgin, is now prefery'd 
in the tender Mother, the prudent Friend, and the 
faithful Wife. Colours artfully ſpread upon Canvaſs 
may entertain the Eye, but not affect the Heart ; and 
ſhe who takes no Care to add to the natural Graces of 
her Perion any excelling Qualities, may be allowed 
ill to amuſe, as a Picture, but not to triumph as a 
Beauty. 


When Adam is introduced by Milton deſcribing Eve 


in Paradiſe, and relating to the Angel the Impreſſion 
he felt upon feeing her at her tiſt Creation, he does 
not repreſent her as a Grecian Y;nus, by her Shape or 
Features, but by the Luſtre cf her Mind wh'cn ſhone 
in them, and gave them their Power of charming. 


Grace vas in all her Stips, Hean'n in her Eyes, 
e In all her Geflures, Dignity and Love. 
| Without 
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Without this irradianting Power, the proudeſt Fair ore 
ought to know, whatever her Glaſs may tcl! her to the 
contrary, that her molt perfect Features are uninform'd 
and dead. 

I cannot better cloſe this Mora!, than by a ſhort Epi- 
taph written by Ben John/on, with a Spirit which no- 
thing could inſpire but ſuch an Object as J have been 
dceicriving. 


Underneath this Stone doth lye 

As much Virtue as cou'd dye; 
Which, when alive, aid Vigour give 
To as much Beauty, as cou'd live. 


SreECTAToOR, Vol. I. No. 33. R. 


There is nothing which gives one ſo pleaſing a Proſ- 
pet of human Nature, as the Contemplation of Wiſ— 
dom and Beauty. 'The latter 1s the peculiar Portion 
of tha: Sex, which is therefore called fair; but the 
happy Concurrence of both theie Excellencies in the 
ſame Perſon, is a Character too celeſtial to be fre- 
quently met with. Beauty is an overweaning ſelf con- 
ceited Thing, careleſs of providing itſelf any more 
ſubſtantial Ornaments ; nay, ſo little does it conſult its 
own Intereſt, that it too often defeats itſelf, by betray- 
ing that Innocence which renders it lovely and deſira- 
ble. As therefore Virtue makes a beautiful Woman 
appear more beautiful, ſo Beauty makes a virtuous 
Woman really more virtuous. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. IV. No. 302. T. 
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HOUGH there is a great deal of Pleaſure in 
contemplating the material World, by which 

I mean the Syitem ot Bodies into which Nature has ſo 
curiouſly wrought the. Maſs of dead Matter, wich the 
ſeveral Relations which thoſe Bodits bear to one ano- 
ther, there is ſtill me:hinks ſomething more wonderful 
and ſurpriſing in Contemplations on the Wor'd ot Life, 
by which I mean all thoſe Animals with which every 
Part of the Univerſe is furniſhed. The material Wqyld 
.I. 11 1. 
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is only the Shell of the Univerſe. The World of Life 
are its [nhabitants, 

If we conſider thoſe Parts of the material World 
witich lye the neareſt to us, and are therefore ſubject 
to cur Obſervations and Enquiries, it. is amazing to 
conſider tue Infinity of Animals with which it is ſtocked. 
Every green Leaf iwarms with Inhabitants : There is 
ſcarce a ſingle Humour in the Body of a Man, or of 
any other Animal, in which our Glaſles do not diſ— 
cover Myriads of living Creatures. The Surface of F 
Animals is likewiſe cover'd with other Animals, which * 
are in the ſame Manner the Baſis of other Animals 
that live upon it. We find in the moſt ſolid Bodies, as 
in Marble itſelf, ennumerable Cells and Cavities that 
are crouded with ſuch imperceptible Inhabitants, as ' 
are too little for the' naked Eye to diſcover. On the 
other Hand, if we look into the more buiky Parts of 
Nature, we ſee the Seas, Lakes, and Rivers teeming 
with numberleſs Kinds of living Creatures. We find 
every Mountain and March, Wilderneſs and Wood, 
plentifully ſtocked with Birds and Beaſts; and every 
Part of Matter affording proper Neceſſaries and Con— 
veniencies for the Live:;hcod of Multitudes which in- ] 

habit it. | 1 

The Author of the Plaraliiy of Werlds, draws a very ? 
good Argument from this Contideration for the peo- 
pling of every Planet; as indeed it ſeems very pro- a 
bable, from the Analogy of Reaſon, that if no Part of | 

Matter, which we are acquainted with, lies waſte ande, 
uſcleſs, thoſe great Bodies which are at ſuch a Diſtance 1 
from us, ſhou'd not be deſart and unpeopled, but ra- 


ther that they ſhould be furniſned with Beings adapted 3 
1 to their Situations, | TR 
4 Exiſtence is only a Bleſſing to thoſe Beings which | 
are endowed wita Perfeion, and is in a Manner | 
$ tliroun away upon dead Matter, any farther than it is 


ſubſervient to Beings which are conſcious of their Ex- 
iſtence. Accordingly we find from the Bodies which 


lie under our Obſervation, that Matter is made only as 1 

the Baſis and Support of Animals, and that there is no 9 

more of one, than what is neceſſary for the Exiſtence | { 

of the other. | % 
; Infinite 
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Infinite Goodneſs is of ſo communicative a Nature, 
that it ſeems to delight in conferring of Exiſtence 
upon every Degree of perceptive Being. As this is a 
Speculation which I have often purſued with great 
Pleaſure ro myſelf, I ſhall enlarge farther upon it, by 
conſidering that Part of the Scale of Beings which 
comes within our Knowledge. 

There are ſome living Creatures which are raiſed 


but juſt above dead Matter. To mention only that 


Species of Shell-fiſh, which are form'd in the Faſhion 
ot a Cone, that grow to the Surface of ſeveral Rocks, 
and immediately die upon being ſever'd from the Place 


where they grow. There are many other Creatures 


but one Remove from theie, which have no other 
Senſe beſides that of Feeling and Taſte ; others have 
ſtill an additional one of Hearing, others of Smell, 
and others of Sight. It is worderful to obſerve, by 
what a gradual Progreſs the World of Life advances 
through a prodigious Variety of Species before a 
Cr-ature is formed that is complete in all its Senſes ; 
and even among theſe, there is ſuch a diflerent Degree 
of Perfection in the Senſe which one Animal enjoys 
beyond what appears in another, that though the Senſe 
in different Animals be diſtinguiſhed by the common 
Denomina ion, it ſeems almoſt ol a different Nature, It 
after all this we look into the ſeveral in ard Perfec— 
tions of Cunnirg and Sagacity, or what we generally 
call Inſtinct, we find them riſing in the ſame Manner, 
imperceptibly one above another, and receiving addi- 
tional Improvements, according to the Species in which 
they are implanted. This Progreſs in Nature is very 
gradual, that the moſt perfect of an inferior Specics 
comes very near to the moſt intperfect of that which 
is immediately above it. 


The exuberant and overflowing Goodneſs of the ſu- 


preme Being, whoſe Mercy extends to all his Works, 


is plainly ſeen, as I have before hicted, from his hav- 
ing made ſo very little Matter; at leaſt what falls 
within our Knowledge, that does not ſwarm with Life, 
nor is his Goodneſs leſs ſeen in the Dive: ſity than in, 


the Multitude of living Creatures. Had he only made 


one Species of Animals, none of the reſt could h e 
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enjoy'd the Happineſs of Exiſtence. He has therefore 


| Joecified in his Creatures every Degree of Life, every 


Capacity of Being The whole Chaſm in Nature, 
from a Plant to a Man, is filled up with diverſe Kind 
of Creatures riſing one over another, by ſuch a gentle 


and eaſy Aſcent, that the little Tranſitions and Devia- 


tions from one Species to another are almoſt inſenſible. 
Tunis intermediate Space is ſo well huſhanded and ma- 
naged, that there is ſcarce a Degree of Perfection 
which does not appear in ſome one Part of the World 
of Life. Is the Goodneſs or Wiſdom of the divine Be- 
ing more manifeſted in this his Proceeding ? 

There is a Conſequence beſides thoſe I have already 
mentioned, which ſeems very deducible from the fore- 
going Conhderations, If the Scale of Being riſes 
by ſuch a regular Progreſs, ſo high as Man, we may 
ty a Parity of Reaſon ſuppoſe tnat it ſt II proceeds 
gradually through thoſe Beings which are of a ſup rior 
Nature to him; fince there is an infinitely greater 
Space and Room for different Degrees of Perfection 
between the ſupreme Being and Man, than between 


Man and the.moſt deſpicable Inſet, This Conſe- 


quence of ſo great a Variety of Beings, which are 
ſuperior to us, from that Variety which is inferior to 
us, is made by Mr. e, in a Paſſage which I hall 
here ſet down, after having premiſed that there is ſuch 
infinite Room between Man and his Maker for the crea- 
tive Power to exert itſelf in, that it is impoſſible it ſhou!d 
ever be filled up, fince there will be ſtill an infinite 
Gap or Dillanc? between the higheſt created Being and 
the Power which produced him. 

That there ſhould be more Species of intelligent 
« Creatures, above us, than there are of ſenſible or 
„ material below, is probable to me from hence; 


„ that in all the viſible corporcal World we ſee no 


©* Chaſms or no Gaps. All quite down from us the De- 
ſcent is by eaſy Steps, and a continued Series of Things, 


that in each Remove differ very little one from the 


*« other. There are Fiſhes that have Wings, and are 
« not Strangers to the airy Regions, and there are 
„ ſome Birds that are Inhabitants of the Water, 
«hoſe Blood is as cold as Fiſhes, and their Fleſh fo 
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like in Taſte, that the ſcrupulous are allowed them 
on Fiſh Days. There are Animals ſo near akin, 
both to Birds and Beaſts, that they are in the Mid- 
dle between both. Amphibious Creatures link the 
Terreſtrial and Aquatick toge her; Seals live at 
Land and at Sea, and Porpoiſes have the warm 
Blood and Entrails of a roy not to mention 
what is conhdently reported of Mermaids or Sea- 
men. 'There are ſome Brutes that ſeem to have as 
much Knowledge and Reaſon as ſome that are call- 
ed Men, and the Animal and Vegetable Kingdoms 
are ſo nearly joined, that if you will take the low- 
eſt of one, and the higheſt of the other, there will 


ſcarce be perceived any great Difference between 


them; and ſo on till we come to the moſt loweſt in 
organical Parts of Matter, we ſhall find every where 
that the ſeveral Species are linked together, and dif- 
fer but by almoſt inſenſible Degrees. And when we 
conſider the infinite Power and Wiſdom of the Crea- 
tor, we have Reaſon to think that it is ſuitable to 
the magnificent Harmony of the Univerſe, and the 
great Deſign and infinite Goodneſs of the Architect. 
that the Speczes of Creatures ſhould alſo, by gentle 
Degrees, aſcend upward from us toward his infinite 
Perfection, as we ſee they gradually deſcend from 
us downwards : Which if it be probable, we have 
Reaſon then io be perſuaded that there arc far 
more Species of Creatures above us, than there aie 
beneath; we being in Degrees of Perfection, much 
more remote from the infinite Being of God, than 
we are from the loweſt State of Being, and that 
which approaches nearcſt to nothirg. And yet 
of all thoſe diitin&t Species we have no clear di— 
ſtin ct eas.“ 


In this Syſtem of Being, there is no Creature ſo won- 


derful in its Nature, and which ſo much deſerves our par- 
ticular Attention, as Man, who fills up the middle 
Space betwcen the Animal and Intellectual Nature, 
the viſible and inviſible World; and is chat Link in 
the Chain of Beings, which has been otten termed the 
Nex#ys utrinſque Mundi. So that he who in one re- 
ſpeck is al.ociated with Angels and Archangels, gay 
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look upon a Being of infinite Perfection as his Fa- 
ther, and the higheſt order of Spirits as nis Prethren, 
may in a other Reſpect ſay to Corruption, thou art my 
Father, and to the IVorm, thou art my Mother and Siſier. 

| SPECTATOR, Vol. VII. No. 519. O. 


BiLLs of Mortality. 


| PON taking my Seat in a Coffee Houſe, I of- 
| ten draw the Eyes of the whole Room upon 
me, when in the hotteſt Scaſon of News, and at a 
Time that perhaps the Dutch Mail is juſt come in, 
they hear me aſk the Coffee-Man for his laſt Week's 
B:!l of Mortality, Ind I have been taken, fome- 
times on this Occaſion, for a Pariſh Sexton, ſometimes 
for an Undertaker, and ſometimes for a Doctor of 
Phyſick. In this however I am guided by the Spi- 
rit of a Philolopher, as I take Occaſion from hence 
to refle& upon the regular Increaſe and Diminution 
of Mankind, and conſider the ſeveral Ways through 
which we pals from Life to Immortality. I am 
very well pleaſed with theſe weekly Admonitions, 
that bring into my Mind ſuch Thouyhts as ought to 
be the daily Entertainment of every reaſonable Crea- 
ture, and can confider with Pleaſure ro myſelf, by 
which of thoſe Deliverances, or as we commonly call 
them Di lempers, I may poſſibly make an Eſcape out 
of this Worid of Sorrows into that Condition of Ex- 
iſtence, wherein I hope tc be better and happier than 
it is poſſi-le for me to conceive. 

But this 1s not all the Uſe 1 make of the above- 
mentio'''d weekly Bill: A Bi!l of Mortality is, in my 
Opinion, an unanſwerable Argument for a Providence. 
How can we, without ſuppoſing ourſelves under a 
conſtant Care of a ſupreme Being, give any poſſible 
Account for that nice Proportion which we. find in 
every great City, between the Deaths and Births of 
its Inhabitants, and between the Number of Males 
and that of Females, who are brought into the World ? 
What elſe could adjuſt in ſo exact a Manner the Re- 
crits of every Nation to its Loſſes, and divide theſe 
n#, Supplies-of People into ſuch equal Bodies . 
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Sexes? Chance could never hold the Balance with ſo 
ſteady a Hand. Were we not counted out by an in- 
telligent Superviſor, we ſhould ſometimes be over - 
charged with Mu'titudes, and others waſt: away into- 
a Leſart. We ſhould be ſometimes a opulus Viſo um, 
as Fl;rus elegantly expreſſes it, a Generation of Mates ; 
and at others a Species f Women, We may extend 
this Conſideration t) every Species of living Crea- 
tures, and conſider the whole Animal World as an 
huge Army made up of an innumerable Corps, if I 
may uſe tuat Term, whoſe Quota's may be. kept en- 
tire near five thouſand Years, in ſo wonderful a Man- 
ner, that there is not properly a ſingle Species loſt 
during this long Tract of Time: Could we have ge- 
neral Bills of Mortality of every kind of Animals, or 
particular ones of every Species in each Continent 
and Iſland, I could almoſt ſay in every Wood, Marſh 
or Mountain, what aſteniſhing Inſtances would they 
be of that Providence which watches over all its 
Works ? | 

I have heard of a great Man in the Rem//b Church, 
who upon reading thole Words in the 5th Chapter of 
Geneſis, And all the Days that Adam lived were nine“ 


WIEN = 
dred and thirty Tears, and he died, ind all the Poy: of Seth 
were nine hundred and twelve Tears, aud he dic, and ail. 
the Days of Methuſelah avere nine hundred aud fexty zie 
Yerrs, and he died, immediately ſhut himſelf up mn © 
Convent, and retired from the World, as not think - 
ing any thing in the World worth puriuing, which 
had not regard to another. | 

The Truth of it is, there is nothing in Hiſtory 
which is ſo improving to the Reader, as thoſe Ac- 
counts which we meet with of the Deaths of eminent 
Perſons, and of their Behaviour in that dreadful Sea- 
ſon. I may alfo add, that there are no Parts of Hiſ- 
tory which affect and pleaſe the Reader in io ſenſible 
a Manver. The Reaton I take to be this, becauſe there 
is no other ſingle Circumſtance in the Story of any 
Perſon, which can poſſibly be the Caſe of every one 
who reads it. A B:ttle or a Triumph are Conjunc- 


tures, in which not one in a Million is likely to be 
engaged, but whea we ſee a Perſon at the PoMt of 
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Death, we cannot forbear being attentive to every 
thing he ſays or does, becauſe we are ſure that ſome 
Time or other we ſhall ourſelves be under the ſame 
melancholy Circumſtances. The General, the Stateſ- 
man or the Philoſopher, are perhaps Characters which 
we ſhall never act in; but the dying Man is one 
whom ſooner or later we ſhall certainly reſemble. 

It is perhaps for the ſame Kind that few Books in 
Engl'þ have been ſo much peruſed, as Dr. Sherlok's 
Diicourſe upon Death, though at the ſame Time I 
muſt own, that he who has not peruſed this excellent 
Piece, has not perhaps read one of the ſtrongeſt Per- 
tuaſives to a religious Lite, that ever was written in 
any Language | 

The Conſideration with which I ſhall cloſe this Eſ- 
ſay upon Death, is one of the mcſt ancient and moſt 
beautiful Morals that has been recommended to Man- 
kind. But it being ſo very common, and ſo univer— 


fally received, though it takes away from it the Grace 


of Novelty, adds very much to the Weight of it, as 
it hews that it falls in with the general Senſe of Man- 
«ind. In ſhort, I would have every one conſider, that 
ke is in this Life nothing more than a Paſſenger, and 
that he is not to ſet up his Reſt here, but to keep an 
attentive Eye upon that State of Being to which he 
approaches every Momeat, and which wil! be for 
ever fixed and permanent. This ſingle Conſideration 
would be ſufficient to extinguiſh the buterneis of Ha- 
tred, the Thirit of Avarice, and the Cruelty of Am- 
bition. 

Jam very mich pleaſed with the Paſſage of Auti- 
phanes a very ancient Poet, who lived near a hundred 
Years befor: vacrates, which repreſent the Life of 
Man under this View, as I have tanſlated it, Word 
for Word. *© be no: grieved, ſays he, above Meaſure 
for hy deceaſed Friends; they are not dead, but fi- 
n ſhed their Journey, which is necefſary for every one 
of us to take. We ourlelves muſt go to that great 
Place of Reception, in which they are all of them 
aſſembled, and in this general Rendezvous of Man- 
kind, live together in another State of Being.” 


Ig ain ! have in a former Paper taken no:ice of thoſe 
beau- 
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beautiful Metaphors in Scripture, where Liſe is termed 
a Pilgrimage, and thoſe who paſs through it are called 
Strangers and Sojourners upon Earth. I ſhall con- 
clude this with a Story, which I have ſomewhere read 
in the Pravels of Sir John Chardin. I hat Gentle- 
man, after he has told us, that the Inns which receive 
the Caravans in Per/ia and the eaſtern Countries, are 
called by the Name of Caravar/arics, gives us a Re- 
lation to the following Purpoſe. 

A Derwiſe travel:ing through Tartary, being arri- 
vel at the Town of Hall, went into the King's Palace 
by miſtake, as thinking it to be a publick Inn or Ca- 
ravanſary. Having looked about for ſome "Time, 
he enter'd into a long Gallery, where he Jaid down 
his Wallet, and ſpread his Carpet, in order to repoſe 
himſelf upon it after the manner of the eaſtern Na- 
tions ; he had not been long in this Poſture, before he 
was diſcover'd by ſome of the Guards, who aſked him 
what was his Buſineſs in that Place? The Derviſe told 
him he came to take up his Night's Lodging in that 
Caravaniary. The Guards let him know in a very 
angry Manner, that the Houie he was in was not a 
Caravanſary, but the King's Palace. It happen'd that 


the King himſelf paſſed through the Gallery during this 


Debate, and {ſmiling at the Miſtake of the Derviſe, aſked 
him how he could poſſibly be ſo dull as not to diſtinguiſh 
a Palace from a Caravanſary ? Sir, ſays the Derwiſe, 
give me leave to aſk your Majeſty a Queſtion or two ? 
Who were the Perſons who lodged in this Houſe when 
it was firit built? The King replied, his Anceflors. 
And who, fays the Derviſe, was the laſt Perſon that 
lodged here? The King replied, his Father: And 
who is, ſays the Der ſe, the Perſon that lodges here 
at preſent? The King told him i was he himſelf. And 
who, ſays he, will be here after you? The King an- 
iwered, the young Prince his Son. Ah Sir, ſays the 
Derwiſe, a Houſe that changes its Inhabitants ſo of. 
ten, and receives ſuch a perpetual Succeſſion of Gueſts, 
is not a Palace, but a Cara vanſury. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. IV. No. 289. L. 
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7 HEN I came to the Coffee-Houſe this Even- 
ing, the Man of the Houfe deliver'd me a. 

Book very finely bound. When J receiv'd it, I over- 
heard one of the Boys whiſper another, and ſay, it 
was a fine Thing to be a great Scholar. What a pretty 
Book that is ; it has indeed a very gay Ovtſide, and is 
dedicated to me by a very ingenious Gentleman, u ho 
does not put his Name to it; for the Work is in La- 
tin. The Title of it is Epiſtolarum Obſcurorum Iiro- 
rum, ad Dom. M Ortuinum, Gratium Volunira II. &c. 
The Epiſtles of the obſcure Writers to Ortuinus, &c. 
'The Purpoſe of the Work is ſignified in the Dedica- 
tion, in very elegant Language and fine Raillery. It 
ſeems this is a Collection of Letters which ſome pro- 
found Blockheads, who lived before our Times, have 


wriften in Honour of each other; and for their mu- 


tual Information in each others Abſurdities. They 


are moſtly of the German Nation, whence from Time 


to Time an Inundation of Writers have flowed more 
pernicious to the learned World, than the Swarms of 
Goths and Land ls to the Politick. It is methinks 
wonderful that Fellows ſhould be awake, and utter 


ſuch incoherent Conceptions, and converſe with great 


Gravity like learned Men, without the leaſt Know- 
ledge or good Senſe. It would have been an endleſs 
Labour to have taken any other Method of expoſing 


_ ſuch Impertinencies, than by an Edition of their own 


Works, where we ſee their Follies, according to the 
Ambition of ſuch a V irtuoſi, in a moſt correct Edition. 
Looking over theſe accompliſh'd Labours, I cou d not 
but reflect upon the immenſe Load of Writings which 
the Commonal y of Scholars have puſhed into the 
World, ani the Abſurdity of Parents, who dictate 
Crouds. do fpend their Time in purſuit of ſuch cold and 
ſprighileſ- Endeavours, to appear in publick. It ſeems 
therefore a fruitl fs Labour to attempt the Correction 
of the Taſte of our Contemporaries, except it was in our 
Power to burn all the ſenſeleſs Labours of our Anceſtors, 
Ther is a ſecret Propenſity in Nature from Generation 
to 
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to Generation, in the Blockheads of one Age, to ad- 
mire thoſe of another, and Men of the ſame Imper- 
fections are as great Admirers of each other, as thoſe 
of the ſame Abilities. 

This great Miſchief of voluminous Follies proceeds 
from a Misfortune which happe::s in all Ages, that 
Men of barren Geniuſes, but fe:tile Imaginations, are 
bred Scholars. 'This may at firſt appear a Paradox, 
but when we conſider the talking Creatures we meet 
in publick Places, it will no longer be ſuch. Rap 
Shallow is a young Fellow, that has not by Nature 
any the leait Propenſity to ſtrike into what has nat 
been obſerved, and ſaid every Day of his Life, by 
others; but with that Inability of ſpeaking any th ng 
that is uncommon, he has a great Readineſs at what 
he can ſpeak of, and his Imagination runs into all 
the different Views of the Subject he treats of in a 
Moment. If Ra/th had Learning added to the Chit- 
Chat of the Town, he would have been a Diſputant 
upon all Topicks that ever were conſider d by Men 
of his own Genius. As for my Part, I never am 
teazed by an empty Town-Fellow, but that I bleſs 
my Stars he was not born a Scholar. This Condi- 
tion we muſt conſider would have made him capable 
of. maintaining his Follies ; his being in the Wrong 
would have been protected by ſuitable Arguments, 
and when he was hedged in by logical Terms and 
falſe Appearances, you mult have owned yourſelf con- 
vinced, Before then you could have got rid of him, 
and che Shame of his Triumph had been added to the 
Pain of his Impertinence. 

There is a fort of Littleneſs in the Minds of Men 
of wrong Sen'e, which makes them much more in- 
ſuflerable than meer Fools, and has the further in- 
convenience of being attended by an endleſs Loqua- 
city; for which Reaſo it would be a very proper 
Work, if ſome Well-wiſher to human Society would 
conſider the erm, upon which People meet in pub- 
lick Places, in order to prevent the unſeaſonable De- 
clamations which we meet with theie. I remember 
in my Youth, it was a Humour at the Univerſity, 
when a Fellow pretended to be more eloquent than 

ordinary, 
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ordinary, and had formed to himſelf a Plot to gain 
all our Admiration, or triumph over us with an Ar- 
gument, to either of which he had no manner of 
Call; I ſay, in either of theſe Caſes, it was a Hu- 
mour to ſhut one Eye. This whimſical way of taking 
notice to him of his Abſurdity, has prevented many 
a Man from being a Coxcomb. If amongſt us, on 
ſuch an Occaſion, each Man offer'd a voluntary Rhe- 
torician ſome Snuff, it would have probably pro- 
duced the fame Effect. As the matter now ſtands, 
whether a Man will or no, he is oblig'd to be inform'd 
in whatever another pleaſes to entertain him with, 
tho' the Preceptor makes theſe Advances out of Va- 
nity, and not to inſtruc, but inſult him. 

There is no Man will allow him, who wants Cou- 
rage, to be called a Soldier ; but Men who want good 
Sen'e, are very frequently not only allowed to be 
Scholars, but eſteem'd for being ſuch. At the fame 
Time it muſt be granted, that as Courage is the 
natural Parts of a Soldier, ſo is a good Underſtand- 
ing of a Scholar. Such little Minds as theſe, whoſe 
Productions are collected in the Volume to which 1 
have the Honour to be Patron, are the Inſtruments f r 
artfu! Men to work with, and become popular with 
the unthinking Part of Mankind. In Courts they 
make tranſparent Flatterers, in Camps oſtentatious 
Bullies, in Colleges uninteliigible Pedants, and their 
Faculties are uſed accordivgiy by thoſe who lead 
mem: - 

When a Man who wants Judgment is admitted in- 
to the Converſation of reaſonable Men, he ſhall re- 
member ſuch improper Circumſtances, and draw ſuch 
groundle's Concluſions from their Diſcourſe, and that 
with ſuch Cclour of Senſe, that would divide the beſt 
det of Company that could be got together. It is 
juſt thus with a Foo! who has a Familiarity with 
Books, he ſhall quote and recite one Author againſt 
another in ſuch a Manner, as ſhall puzzle the beſt 
Underſtanding to refute him, though the moſt ordi- 
nary Capacity may obſerve, that it is only Ignorance 
that makes the Intricacy. All the true Uſe of that 
we Call Learning, is to enoble and improve our ww. 

X tura 
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tural Faculties, and not to diſguiſe our Imperfections. 
It is therefore in vain for Folly to attempt to conceal 
itſelf by the Refuge of learned Languages. Literature 
- does but make a Man more eminently the Thing which 
Nature made him, and Polyglottes, had he ſtudied leſs 
than he has, and writ only in his Mother Tongue, 
had been known only in Great Britain for a Pedant. 

| TarLetr, Vol. IV. No. 197. 


BLINDNESS. 


TFHILE others are buſied in Relations which 
concern the Intereſts of Princes, the Peace of 
Nations, and the Revolutions of Empire, I think 
(though theſe are very great Subjects) my Theme of 
Diſcourſe is ſometimes to be of Matters of a much 
higher Conſideration. The flow Steps of Providence 
and Nature, and ſlrange Events which are brought 
about in an Inſtant, are what, as they come within 
the reach of our Obſervation, ſhall be given to the 
Publick. Such Things are not accompany'd with 
Shew and Noiſe, and therefore ſeldom draw the Eyes 
of the unattentive Part of Mankind, but are very 
proper at once to exerciſe our Humanity, pleaſe our 
Imaginations, and improve our Judgments. It may 
not be therefore unuſeful to relate many Circumſtan- 
ces which were obſervable upon a late Cure done up- 
on a young Gentleman, who was born blind, and on 
the 2gth of June laſt receiv'd his Sight at the Age of 
twenty Years, by the Operation of an Oculiſt. This 
happen'd no farther off than Nezwington, and the 
Work was prepared for in the following Manner. 

The Operator Mr Grant, having obſerved the Eye 
of his Patient, and convinced his Friends and Rela- 
tions, the Reverend Mr. Caſwell, Miniſter of the 
Place, that it was high'y probable that he ſhould re- 
move the Obſtacle which prevented the Uſe of his 
Sight, all his Acquaintance who were the Relations, 
who had any regard for the young Man, or Curio. 
ſity to be preſent, when one of full Age and Under- 
ſtanding receiv'd a new Senſe, afſembled themſelves 
on this Occaſion. Mr. Cafwe// being a Gentleman 


parti- 
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particularly curious, defired the whole Company, in 
caſe the Blindneſs ſhould be cured, to keep Silence, 
and let the Patient make his own Obſervations, with- 
out the Direction of any thing he had receiv'd by his 
other Senſes, or the Advantage of diſcovering his 
Friends by their Voices. Among ſeveral others, the 
Mother, Lrethren, Siſters, and a young Gentlewo- 
man for whom he had a Paſſion, were preſent. The 
Work was performed with great Skill and Dextcrity. 
When the Paient firſt receiv'd the Dawn of Light, 
there appear'd ſuch an Extacy in his Actions, that he 
ſeemed ready to ſwoon away in the Surprize of Joy 
and Wonder. Ihe Surgeon ſtood before him with 
his Inſtruments in his Hands. 'The young Man ob- 
ſerved him from Head to Foot, after which he ſur- 
vey'd himſelf as carefully, and ſeemed to compare 
him to himſelf; and obſerving both their Hands, 
ſeemed to think they were both alike, except the In- 
ſtruments, which he took for. Parts of his Hands. 
When he had continued in this Amazement for ſome 
Time, his Mother could not longer bear the Agita- 
tions of ſo many Paſſions as throng'd upon her ; but 
fell upon his Neck, and cry'd, My Son, my Son! 
The Youth knew her Voice, and could ſpeak no 
more than Oh me! Are ycu my Mother? and fainted. 
The whole Room you may eaſily conceive were very 
affectionately employ'd in recovering him, but above all, 
the young Gentlewoman who loved him, and whom 
he loved, ſhricked in the moſt vehement manner. 
That Voice ſeemed to have a ſudden Effect upon him as 
he recover'd, and he ſhewed a double Curioſity in ob- 
ſerving her as ſhe ſpoke and called to him ; till at laſt 
he broke our, W hat has been done to me? Whither am 
I carry d? Is all this about me, the Thing I have ſo of- 
ten heard of ? Is to1s the Light ? Is this ſeeing ? Were 
you always thus happy when you ſaid you were glad to 
ſee eaci other? Where is Jom, who uſed to lead me? 
But | could now, methinks, go any where without him. 
He offer d to move, but ſeemed afraid of every thing 
around him. When they ſaw his Difficulty, they 
tald him, till he became better acquainted with his 
new Being, he mult let the Servant ſtill lead him. 

| 3 The 
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d + The Boy was c:]lled for, and preſented to him. Mr. 


Caſwell aſked him what fort of thing he took Tom to 


be, before he had ſeen him? He anſwer'd. he be- 


lieved there was not to much of him as of himſelf ; 
but he fancied the ſame ſort of Creature. The Noiſe 
of this ſudden. Change made all the Neighbourhood 
thr:ng to the Place where he was. He defired Mr. 
Caſwell to inform him hoy may there were in all to 
be ſeen. The Gentleman ſmiling, anſwered him, 
that it would be very proper for him to return to his 
late Condition, and ſuſter his Eyes to be cover'd, till 
they had received Strength ; for he might remember 
well enough, that by Degrees he had from little and 
little come to the Strength he had at preſent in his 
Ability of wa king and moving, and that it was the 
ſame thing with his Eyes, which he ſaid would loſe 
the Power of continuing to him that wonderfu! Tran- 
fport he was now in, except he would be contented 
to loſe the Uſe of them, till they were ſtrong enough to 


bear the Light, without ſo much Feeling as he knew 


he underwent at preſent. With much Reluctance he 
was prevailed upon to have his Eyes cloſe bound, in 
which Condition they kept him in a dark Room, till 
it was proper to let the Organ receive its Objects 
without farther Precaution. During the Time of this- 
Darkneſs, he bewailed himſelf in the moſt diftrefiet 
manner, and accuſed a!l his Friends, complaining 
that ſome Incantation had been wrought upon him; 
and ſome ſtrange Magick uſed to deceive him into 


an Opinion that he nad enjoy'd what they call Sight. 


He added, that the Impreſſions then let in upon his 
Soul would certainly diſtract him, if he were not fo 
at preſent. At another Time he would ftr.ve to name 
the Perſons he had ſeen among the Croud after he was 
couched, and would pretend to ſpeak (in perplexed 
Terms of his own making) of what he in that ſhort 
Time obſerved, but on the oth Inſtant it was thought 
proper to unvind his Head, and the young Woman 
wnom he loved was inſtructed to open his Eyes ac- 
cordingly, as well to endear herſelf to him by ſuch 
a Circumſtance, as to moderate his Extacies by the 
Perſuaſion of a Voice as had ſo much Power over him, 


as 
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as hers ever had. When this beloved gg pr r 
began to take off the Binding of his Eyes, ihe talked 
to him as follows. = 

Mr. William, I am now taking the Binding oft, 
though when I am conſidering what I am doing, I 
tremble with the Apprehenſion, that (though I have 
from my very Chilohood loved you, dark as you 
were, and though you had conceived ſo ſtrong a Love 
for me, yet) you will find that there is ſuch a Thing 
as Beauty, which may enſnare you into a thouſand 
Paſſions, of which you are now innocent, and take 
you from me for ever; but before I put myſelf to 
that Hazard, tell me in what manner that Love you 


* 


always profeis'd to me enter'd into your Heart, for its 


uſual Admiſſion is at the Eye. | 

The young Man anſwered, Dear Lydia, if I am to 
loſe by Sight the ſoft Pantings which I have always 
felt wen J heard your Voice, if I am no more to 
diſtinguiſh the Step of her I love, when ſhe ap- 
proaches me, but to change that ſweet and frequent 
Pleaſure for ſuch an Amazement as I knew the little 
Time I lately ſaw ; or if I am to have any thing be- 
lides which may take from me the Senſe | have of 
what appeared moſt pleaſing to me at that Time, 
(which Apparition it ſeems was you} pull out theſe 
Eyes before they lead me to be ungrateful to you, or 
undo myſelf. 1 wiſh for them but to ſce you; pull 
them out if they are to make me forget you. Lydia 
was extremely ſatisfied with theſe Aſſurances, and 
pleaſed herſelf with playing with his Perplexities. In 
all his Ta k to her, he ſhewed but very faint Ideas of 
any thing which had not been receiv'd at the Ear, and 
cloſed his Proteſtation to her by ſaying, that if he 
were to ſee Valentia and Parcelona, whom he ſuppo- 
ſed the moſt eſteem'd of ali Women, in the Quarrel 
there was about them, he would never like any other 
but Lydia. TaTLER, Vol. II. No. 55, 
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a the Mind of the firſt Being ; and that thoſe Ideas 


which-are in the Mind of Man, are a Tranſcript of 
the World, To this we may add, that Words are 
the Tranſcript of thoſe Ideas which are in the Mind 
of Man, and that Writing or Printing are the Tran- 
ſcript of Words. : 

As the ſupreme Being has expreſſed, and, as it were, 
printed his Ideas in the Creation, Men expreſs their 
Ideas in Books, which by this great Invention of theſe 
fatter Ages may laſt as long as the Sun and Moon. and 
periſh only in the general Wreck of Nature. Thus 
C:wley, in his Poem on the Reſurrection, mentioning 
the Deſtruction of the Univerſe, has thoſe admirable 
Lines. 


Now all the wide extended Sky, 7 
And all th' harmonious Works on high, : 
And Virgil's ſacred Works ſhall die. C 


- There is no other Method of fixing thoſe Thoughts 
which ariſe and diſappear in the Mind of Man, and 


| tranſmitting them to the laſt Period of Time ; no other 


Method of giving Pre eminency to our Ideas, and 
preſerving the Knowledge of any particular Perſon, 
when his Body is mixed with the common Maſs of 
Matter, and his Soul retired into the World of Spi- 
rits. Botks are the Legacies that a great Genius 
leaves to Mankind, which are deliver'd down from 
Generation to Generation, as Preſents to the Poſterity 
of thoſe who are yet unborn. | 

All other Arts of perpetuating our Ideas continue 
but a ſhort Time. Statues can fac but a few thou- 


ſands of Years, Editices fewer, and Colours ſtill 


fewer than Edifices. Michac! Angels, Fontana, and 
Rajhael, will hereafter be wi.at Phiatas Vitruwius, and 
Ape llis are at preſent. the Names of great Statuaries, 
Architects, and Painiers, whoſe Works are loſt. The 
ſeveral Arts are exprelied in mouiuing Materials, Na- 
ture {inks under them, and is not able to ſupport the 
Ideas which are impreſt upon it. 

The Circumſtance which gives Authors an Advan- 
tage above all thoſe great Maſters, is this; that they can 
multiply their Originals, or rather can make Copies 


of 
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of their Works, to what Number they pleaſe, which * 
ſhall be as valuable as the Originals themſelves. © This 
gives a great Author ſomething like a Proſpect of 
Eternity, but at the ſame Time deprives him of thoſe 
other Advantages which Artiſts meet with. The 
Artilt finds greater Returns in Profit, as the Author 
in Fame. What an ineſtimable Price would a 777811 
or a Homer, a Cicero or an Hriſtotle bear, were their 
Works like a Statue, a Building, or a Picture, to te 


con fined only in one Place, and made the Property of | 
a ſingle Perſon ? 4 
1 It Writings are thus durable, and may paſs from 4 
| Age-to Age throughout the' whole Courſe of Time, ; 
g how careful ſhould an Author be of committing any | 
thing to print, that may corrupt Poſterity, and poiſon 


the Minds of Men with Vice and Error ? Writers of 

mou Talents, who employ their Parts in propagating 

mmorality, and ſeaſoning vicious Sentiments with 

Wit and Humour, are to be looked upon as the Peſts 

of Society, and the Enemies of Mankind. They 

leave Books behind them (as it is ſaid of thoſe who 

| die in Diſtempers, which breed an ill Will towards 

| their own Species) to ſcatter Infection, and deſtroy 

their Poſterity. They act the Counterpart of Confu- 

cus Or a Sgcrates, and ſeem to have been ſent into the 

World to deprave human Nature, and fink it into the 
Condition of Brutality. 

I have feen ſome Roman Catholick Authors who 
tell us that vicious Writers continue in Purgatory, ſo 
long as the Influence of their Writings continue upon 
Poſterity. For Purgatory, ſay they, is nothing elſe 
but a cleanſing” us of our Sins, which cannot be ſaid 

to be done away, ſo long as they continue to operate 

| and corrupt Mankind. The vicious Author, ſay they, 
ſins after Death ; and ſo long as he continues to fin, 
ſo long muſt he expect to be puniſhed. Tho' the Ro- | 
man Catholick Notion of Purgatory be indeed very 
ridiculous, one cannot but think chat if the Soul, at- 1 
ter Death, hath any Knowledge of what paſſes in this 4 
World, that of an immoral Writer would receive | 
much more Regret from the Senſe of corrupting, than id 

Satis- 
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ving Aumireis. 

Jo take off fiom the Severity of this Speculation, 
T ſhall conclude this Paper with the Story of an atie- 
iſtical Author, who at a Time when he lay cane 
gerouſly ſick, and had defired the Aſſiſtance of a neigh - 
bouring Curate, confeſſed to him with great Contri- 
tion, that nothing ſat more heavy at bis Heart, than 
the S nſ: of his having ſeduced the Age by his Wri- 
tings ; and that their evil Influence were likely to 
'contizaue after his Death. Tue Curate upon farther 
Examination, finding the Peritent to be under the 
: Agonies of Deſpair, and being himieif a Man of 
1 Learning, told him that he hoped Eis Caſe was not 
ſo deſperate as he apprehended, ſince he lound that he 
was ſo very ſenfible of his Fault, and ſincerely re- 
pented of it. The Penitent ſtill urged the evil Cen: 
dency of his Bock to ſubvert all Religion; and the 
little Ground of Hope there could be for one whoſe 
Writings would continue to do Miſchief, when his 
Body was laid in Aſhes. The Curate finding no other 
way to comfort him, told him that he did well in be- 
ing afflifted for the evil Deſign with which he publiſh - 
ed his Book, but that he ought to be very thankful 
that there was no Danger of its doing any Harm. 
In ſhort, that he might reſt ſatisfied, his Book could 
do no more Miſchief after his Death, than it had done 
whilſt he was living. To which ne added, for his fur- 
ther Satisfaction, that he did not believe any but his 
particular Friends and Acquaintance had ever been at 
the Pains of reading it ; or that any Body after his 
Death would enquire after it. The dying Man had 
ſtill ſo much the Frailty of an Author in him, as to be 
cut to the Heart Ki h theſe Conſolations, and without 
anſwering the good Man, aſked his Friends about him, 
(with a Peeviithneſs that is natural to a fick Perſon) 
whe e they had picked up ſuch a Blockhead ; and whe- 
ther they thought him a proper Perſon to attend one in 
his Condition? The Curate finding that the Author did 
not deſerve to be treated with as a real and ſincere Pe- 
nitent, but as a Penitent of Importance, after a ſhort 
Admonition withdrew, not queſtioning but he ſhould 


be 
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be again ſent for, if the Sickneſs grew deſperate. The, 2 


Author however recover'd, and has ſince writte:*:+y or 

three other Tracts with the ſame Spirit, and very 

zucky for his poor Soul, with the ſame Succeſs. 
SpECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 166. C. 


Busy Part of the World, 


| Ankind is divided into two Parts, the buſy and 
the idle. The buſy Part may be divided into 


the Virtuous and the Vicious, the Vicious again into 


the Virtuous. The idle Part of Mankind are in a 
State inferior to any one of thoſe ; all the other are 
engag'd in the Purſuit of Happineſs, though often 
miſplaced, and are therefore more likely to be atten- 
tive to ſuch Means, as ſhall be propoſed to them for 
that End. The idle, who are neither for this World 
or the next, are emphatically called by Dr. Tillotſon, 
Fools at large; they propoſe to themſelves no End, 
but run adritt with every Wind. Advice would there- 
fore be only thrown away upon them, ſince they 
would not take the Pains to read it. 1 ſhall not fa- 
tigue any of this worthleſs Tribe with a large Ha- 
rangue, but will leave them with this ſhort Saying of 
Plato; that Labour is preferable to Idlentſs, as Bright- 
eſs to Ruſt. | 

The Purſuits of the active Part of Mankind are ei- 
ther in the Paths of Religion ard Virtue, or on the 
other Hand, in the Roads to Wealth, Honour, or 
Pleaſure. I ſhall therefore compare the Purſuits of 
Avarice, Ambition and ſenſual Delight, with their 
oppoſite Virtues; and mall conſider which of theſe 
Principles engages Men in a Courle of the greateit La- 


bour, Suffering and Aſſiduity. Moſt Men in their 


cool Reaſoning are willing to allow that a Courſe of 
Vitce will in the End be rewarded moſt amply, but 
repreſent the Way to it as rugged and narrow.- If 
therefore it can be made appear, that Men ftruggle 
through as many Difficulties to be miſerable as they 
do to be happy, my Readers may be perſuaded to be 

good when they find they ſhall loſe nothing by it. 
Firſt for 4varice. The Miſer is more W 
than 
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han the Saint, the Pains of getting, the Fears of 
© rd the Inability of enjoying his Wealth, have 
been the Mark of Satyr in all Ages. Were his Re- 
pentance upon his Neglect of a good Bargain, his Sor- 
row for being over-reach'd, his Hope of improving a 
Sum, and his Fear of falling into Want, directed in their 
proper Objects, they would make io many different 
Chriſtian Graces and Virtues, he may apply to himſelf a + 
great Part of St. Paul's Catalogue of Sufferings ; in 
Journq ing often, in Perils of Waters, in Perils of Rob- 
bers, in Perils amang falſe Brethren ; in Wearineſs and 
Painfulneſs, in Watchings ten; in Hunger and Thirſt, 
in Faſiings often. At how much Jeſs Expence 
might he lay up to himſelf Treaſures in Heaven, or 
if I may in this Place be allowed to add the ſay ing of 
a great Philoſopher, he may provide ſuch Pofletiions 
as lear neither Arms, nor Men, nor 7eve himſelf. 

In the ſecond Place, if we look upon the Toils of 
Ambition in the ſame Light as we have confider'd 
thoſe of Avarice, we ſhall readily own that far Jeſs 
Trouble 1s requiſite to gain laſting Glory, than the 
Power and Reputation of a few Years; or in other 
Words, we may with more Eale deſerve Honour than 
obtain it. The ambitious Man ſhculd remember Car- 
dinal Yol/er's Complaint ; © Had I ſerved God with 
the ſame Application wherewith | have ſerved my 
King, he would not have forſaken me in my old Age.“ 
The Cardinal here ſoftens his Ambition by the ſpe- 
cious Pretence of erding my King. Whereas his 
Words in the proper Conſtruction imply, that if in- 
ſtead of being acted by Ambition, he had been ated 
by Religion, he ſhould have now found the Comforts 
* it, when the whole World turned its Back upon 

im. 

Thiraly, Let us compare the Pains of the Senſual 
with thole of the Virtuous, and fee which are heavieit 
in the Balance. It may ſeem ſtrange at tne firſt View, 
that the Mea of Pleaſure ſhould be adviſed to change 
their Courſe, becauſe they lead a painful Life. Yet 
when we ſee them ſo active and vigilant in queſt of 
Delight, under ſo many Diſquiets, aud the Sport of 
luch various Paſſions, let them anſwer, as they can, 


it 
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if the Pains they undergo do not overweigh their En- yy 
joyments. The Iniideiies on the one Part betwe-n— 
the two Sexes, and the Capricies on the other, the 
Debaſement of Reaſoz, and the Pangs of Expecta- 
tion; th: Diſappointments in Poſſeſſion, the Stings of 
Remorſe, the Wanities and Wexa ions attending even 
the moſt refined Delights that make up this Buſineſs 
of Life, render it ſo ſilly and uncomfortable, that no 
Man 1s thought wiſe till he hath got over it, or happy, 
but in Proportion, as he has cleared himſelf from 
It. 

The Sum of. all this is, Man is made an active Be— 
ing, whether he acts in the Paths of Vircue or Vice, he 
is ſure te me-t with many Difficulties, to prove his 
Patience, and excite his Induſtry; the ſame, if not 
greater Labour, is required in the Service of Vice 
and Folly, as of Virtue and Wiſdom. And. he has 
this eaſy Choice left him, whether with the Strength 
he is Maſter of, he will purchaſe Happineſs or Re- 
Pentance. SPECTATOR, Vol. VIII. No 624. 


Iiir. 


T is a very melancholy. Reflection, that Men are 
ſo uſually weak, that it is abſolutely neceſſary for 
them to know Sorrow and Pain to be in tkéir right 
Senſes. Proſperous People (for happy there are non:) 
are hurried away with a ford Senſe of their preſent 
Condition, and thouglitleſs of the Mutab'lity of For. 
tune. Fortune is a Term, which we mult ule in fuch 
Diſcourſes as theſe, for what is wrought by the un- 
ſeen Hand of the Diſpoſer of all Things. But me- 
thinks the Diſpoſition of a Mind which is truly great, 
is that which makes Misfortunes and Sorrows little 
when they befal ourſelves, great and lamentable 
when they befal other Men. Wt 
The moſt unpardonable Malefactor in the World 
going to his Death, and bearing it with a Compoſure, 
would win the Pity of thoſe wio ſhould behold him, and 
this not becauſe his Calamity is deplorable, but becauſe 
he ſeems himſelf not to deplore it. We ſuffer for him 
Wauo is leis ſenſible of his own hlifery, and are incli- 


ned 
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ned to deſpiſe him who ſinks under the Weight of his 
| . Oa the other Hand, without any Touch 
of Envy, a temper'd and well govern'd Mind looks 
down on ſach as are exalted with Succeſs, with a 
certain Shame for the Imbecility of human Nature, 
that can ſo far forget how liable it is to Calamity, as 
to grow giddy with only the Suſpence of Sorrow, 
which is the Portion of all Men. He therefore who 
turns his Face from the unhappy Man, who will not 
look again when his Eye is caſt upon modeſt Sorrow, 
who ſhuas Affliction like Contagion, does but pamper 
himſelf up for a Sacrifice, and contract in himſelf a 
greater Aptitude to Miſery, by attempting to eſcape 
it. A Gentleman, where I happen'd to be laſt Night, 
fell into a Diſcourſe, which J thought ſhewed a good 
Diſcerning in him. He took notice, that whenever 
Men looked into their Heart for the Idea of true Ex- 
cellency in human Nature, they have found it to con- 
ſilt in ſuffering after a right Manner, and with a gocd 
Grace. IIeroes are always drawn bearing Sorrows, 
ſtruggling with Adverſities, undergoing all Kinds of 
Haraſhips, and having in the Service of Markind a 
kind of Appetite o Difficulties and Dangers, The Gen- 
man went on to obſerve, that it is trom this ſecret 
Senſe. of the high Merit which there is in Patience 
under Calamities, that the Writers of Romances, when 
they attempt to furniſh out Cheracters of the higheſt 
Excellence, ranſack Natvre for Things terrible; they 
raiſe a new Creation of Monſters, Dragons, and Gt. 
ants; where the Danger ends, the Hero ceaſes ; when 
he has won an Empire, or gain'd his Miſtreſs, the 
reſt of his Story is not worth relating. My Friend 
carricd his Diſcourſe ſo far as to ſay, that it was for 
higher Beings than Men to join Happineſs and Great- 
neis in the tame Idea; but that in our Condition we 
have no Concepuon of ſuperlative Excellence or He- 
roiſm, but as it is ſurround:d with a Shade of Di- 
ſtreſs. 

It is certainly the proper Education we ſhould give 
ourſelves, to be prepared for the ill Events and Acci- 
dents we are to meet with in a Life, ſentenced to be 
a Scene of Sorrow: But inſtead of this Expectation, 


. we 


168 The BeavTirs of 


we ſoſten ourſelves with Proſpects of conſtant De- 
light, and deftroy in our Minds the Seeds. c:“ u- 
tude and Virtue, which ſhould ſapport us in Hours of 
Anguiſh, The conſtant Purſuit of Pleaſure has ſome- 
thing inſolent and improper for our Being. "There is 
a pretty ſober Livelineſs in the Ode of Horace to De- 
lius, where he tells him loud Mirth or immoderate 
Sorrow, Inequality of Behaviour either in Proſperity 
or Adverſity, are alike ungracetul in Man that is born 
to die. 

Moderation in both Circumſtances is peculiar to ge- 
nerous Minds. Men of that Sort ever taſte the Gra- 
tifications of Senſe, and a'l other Advantages of Life, 
as if they were liable to part with thein; and when 
bereft of them, reſign them with a Greatneſs of 
Mind, which ſhews they know their Value and Du- 
ration. The Contempt of Pleaſure is a certain Pre- 
paratory for the Contempt of Pain : Without this, 
the Mind is as it were taken ſuddenly by an unfore- 
ſeen Event ; but he that has always during Health 
and Proſperity, been abſtinent in his Satisfactions, en- 
joys in the worſt of Difficulties, the Reflection, that 
his Anguiſh is not aggravated with the Compariſon 
of paſt Pleaſures which upbraid his' preſent Con- 
dition. 

Tully tells us a Story after Pompey, which gives us a 
good Taſte of the pleaſant Manner the Men of Wit 
and Philoſophy, had in old "Times of alleviating the 
Diftrefles of Life, by the Force of Reaſon and Phi 
loſophy. Pompey, when he came to Rhogrs, had a 
Curioſity to viſit the famous Philoſopher Po7!omus ; 
but finding him in his fick Bed, he bewail'd his Mis- 
fortune, that he ſhould not hear a Diſcourie from 
him. But you may, anſwered Po/fd;nius, ard imme— 
diate'y enter'd into the Point of Szorca/ Philotophy, 
which ſays, Pain is not an Evil. During the Diſcourſe 
upon every Puncture he felt from his Diſtemper, he 
{miled and cried out, Pain, Pain, be as impertinent 
and troubleſome as you pleaſe, I ſhall own that thou 
art an Evil. | 


SPESTATOR, Vol. IV. No. 312. T. 
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CLI 4A, ber Hiſtory. 


T 1s not neceſſary to look back into the firſt Years 
of this young Lady, whoſe Story is of Conſequence 
only as her Life has lately met with Paſlages very un- 
common. She is no in the Twentieth Year of her 
Age, and owes a riet but chearful Education to the 
Care of an Aunt, to whom ſhe was recommended by 
her dying Father, whoſe Deceaſe was haſtened by an 
inconſolable Affliction for the Loſs of her Mother. As 
Celia is tlie Offspring of the moſt generous Paſſion that 
has been known in our Age, ſhe is adorved with as 
much Beauty and Grace as the molt celebrated of her 
Sex poſſeſs; but her domeilick Life, moderate For- 
tune, and religious Education, gave her but little Op- 
portunity, and leſs Inclination, to be admired in pub- 
lick Aſlemblies. Her Abode has been for ſome Years 
a convenient Diſtance from the Cathedral of St. Paul's, 
where her Aunt and the choſe to reſide, for the Ad- 
vantage of that rapturous Way of Devotion which 
gives Extaſy to the Pleaſures of Innocence, and in 
ſome Meaſure is the immediate Poſſeſſion of thoſe 
heavenly Enjoyments for which they are addreſſed. 

As you may trace the uſual Thoughts of Men in their 
Countenances, there appear'd in the Face of Cæla a 
Chearfulneſs, the conſtant Companion of unaffected 
Virtue ; and a Gladnefs, which 1s as iuſeperable from 
true Piety, Her Air diſcovercd her Bocy a mere Ma- 
chine of her Mind, and not that her Thoughts were em- 
ployed in ſtudying Graces and Attractions for her Per- 
fon: Her every Look aid Motion ſpoke the peaceful, 
mild, reſigning, humble In habitant that animated ber 
beauteous Body. Such was Cæ ia when ſhe was firk ſeen 
by Palamede, at her uſual Place of Worſnip. Palamede 
is a young Man of two and twenty, wel! faſhioned, learn- 
ed, genteel and diſcreet ; the Son and Heir of a Genile- 
man of a very great Eſtate, and himſelf poſieſſed of n 
plentiful one by the Gift of an Uncle. He became en- 
amour'd with Cælia, and after having learned her Habi- 
tation, had Addreſs enough to communicate his Paſſion 
and Circumſtances with ſuch an Air of good Senſe and 
Integrity, as ſoon obtained Permiſiiou to viſit and profeſs 
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bis Inclinations towards her. Palamede's preſcht Fort 4 
and future Expectations, were no way prejudicial to his 
Addreſies; but after the ee had paſs'd ſome Time in 
= the agreeable Entertainments of a ſucceſsful Courtſhip, 
Czlia one Day took Occaſion to interrupt Palamede in 
the Midſt of a very pleaſing Diſcourle of che Happineſs 
he promiſed himſelf in ſo accompliſhed a Companion, 
and aijuming a ſerious Air, told him, there was another 
Heart to be won before he gain'd hers, which was that 

| of his Father. Palamede ſeem'd much diſturb'd at the 

F | Overture, and lamented to her, that his Father was 


| 1 one of thoſe too provident Parents, who only place 
| . their Thoughts upon bringing Riches into their Fami— 
* lies by, Marriages, and are wholly inſenſible of all other 


[ Conſiderations. But the Strictneſs of Ca/ia's Rules of 
Life, made her inſiſt upon this Demand; and the Son, 
| at a proper Hour, communicated to his Father the 
Circumitances of his Love, and the Merit of the Ob- 
jet. The next Day the Father, made her a Viſit. 
The Beauty of her Perſon, the Fame of her Virtue, 
and a certain irreſiſtible Charm in ter whole Beha— 
our on ſo tender and delicate an Occaſion, wrought ſo 2 
much upon him, in ſpite of all Prepoſſeſſions, that he 5 
haſtned tue Marriage with an Impatience equal to that 
| of his Son. Their Nuptials were celebrated with a 
1 Privacy ſuitable to the Character and Modeſty of Czlia ; 
| and from that, Day, until a fatal one laſt Week, they 
| lived together wich all the Joy and IIa ppinels which 
| | ttend Minds evtire'y united, | 5 
1 
| 


— —- 


It ſhould have been intimated, that Pale meien is a 4 
Itudent of the 7-://e, and uſually retired thither early 
F f in the Morning, Cat P14 ſtill ſlecping 15 
FY It happened a few Days ſince, that he followed | 
t | him chither to communicate to him ſomethir g ſhe had 

omitted in her redundant Fondnels to ſpeak of the 
| Evening before. When ſhe came to his Apartment, 
| tie Servant told her, ſhe was coming with a Letter to 
. her. While Cælia, in an inner Roo n, was feadiig an 
"Y Apolagy from her Huſband, that he had been weer 
| taken by ſome of his Acqua ntance to dine at Brentfor'!, 

| but that he ſhould return in the Evening, a Country Girl, 

| | deczitly clad, aſked if hole were not the . 
i © 
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pf Mr. Palamede? She was anſwer'd, they were, but 
mat he was not in Town. The Stranger aſked when 
he was expected home? The Servant reply'd, ſhe 
would go in and aſk his Wife. The young Woman 
repeated the Word Wife, and fainted. This Accident 
raiſed no leſs Curioſity than Amazement in Cælia, who 
cauſed her to be removed into the Inner Room, upon 
proper Applicatious to revive her. The unhappy 
young Creature returned to herſelf, and ſaid to Celia, 
with an earneſt and beſeeching Tone, Are you really 
Mr. Palamed:'s Wife? Czlia replies, I hope I do not 
look as if I wece any other in the Condition you ſce me. 
The Stranger anſwers, no, Madam, he is my Huſband : 
At the ſame Time ſhe threw a Bundle of Letters into 
Cz/ia's Lap, which confirmed the Truth of what ſhe 
aſſerted. Their mutual Innocence and Sorrow, made 
them look on each other as Partners in Diſtreſs, rather 
than Rivals in Love. The Superiority of Cz/ia's Un- 
derſtanding and Genius, gave her an Authority to 
examine into this Adventure, as if ſhe had been oftend- 
ed againſt, and the other the Delinquent. The Stran- 
ger ſpoke in the following Manner. 

Madam, if it ſhall pleaſe you, Mr. Palamede having 
an Uncle of a good Eſtate near H7incheter, was bred u 
at the School there, to gain the more of his good Will 
by being in his Sight. His Uncle died and left him 
the Eſtate, which my Huſband now has. When he 
was a meer Youth, he ſet his Aﬀections on me; but 
when he could not gain his Ends, he married me, 
making me and my Mother, who is a Farmer's Widow, 
ſwear we would never tell it upon any Account what-, 
ſoever, for that it would not lcok well for him to marry 
ſuch a one as me; beſides, that his Father would cut 
him off of the Eſtate. _ I was glad to have him in an 
honeſt Way, and he now and then came and ſtay'd a 
Night and away at our Houſe. But very lately he came 
down to fee us, with a fine young Gentleman, his 
Friend, who flay'd behind there with us, pretending 
to like the Place for the Simmer; but ever ſince 
Maſter Palamede went, he has attempted to abuſe 
me, and 1 ran hither to acquaint him with it, and avoid 
the wicked Intentions of his falſe Friend,” 
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Cælia had no farther Room for Doubt, but left ber 


— 


Rival in the ſame Agonies ſhe felt herſelf. Pr 
returns in the Evening, and finding his Wife at his 
Chambers, learned all that had paſs'd, and haſtened 
to Cælia's Lodgings. 

It is much eaſier to imagine than expreſs the Senti- 
ments of either the Criminal or the Injured at this 
Encounter. As ſoon as Palam:de had found Way for 
Speech, he confeſſed his Marriage, and his placing 
his Companion on purpole to vitiate his Wife, that he 
might break through a Marriage made in his Nonnage, 
and devote his riper and knowing Years to Cælia. She 
made him no Anſwer but retir'd to her Cloſet. He re- 
turned to the Temple, where he ſoon after received from 
her the following Letter, 


. 

OU who were this Morning the beſt, are now 

the worſt of Men who breaths the vit] Air. 1 

am at once overwhelm'd with Love, Hatred, Rage 
and Diſdain. Can Infamy and Innocence live toge- 
gether ? I feel the Weight of the one too ſtrong for 
the Comfort of the other. How bitter, Heaven, now 
bitter is mv Portion ! How much have I to , bu: the 


Infant which I bear about me firs with my Agitation. 


] am. Palemecde, to live in Shame, and this Creature 

to be Heir to it. Farewel for ever. 
Tabs, Vol. IV. Noergs. 

Caro, Tragedy of. 

HAVE made it a Rule with myſelf not to publiſh 
I any thing on a Saturday, but what ſhall have ſome 
Analogy to the Duty of the Day enſuing. It is un- 
p:akable Pleaſure to me, that IJ have lived to ſee the 
time when I can obſerve ſuch a Law to myſelf, and 
vet turn my Diſcourſe upon what is done at the Play- 
Houſe. i am ſure the Reader knows | am going to 
mention the Tragedy of Cato, The principal Cha- 
racer is moved by no Conſideration, but Reſpect to 
that fort of Virtue, the Senſe of which is retained in 
our Language under the Word Piet Spirit. All 
Regards to 2 Domeſtick, are wholly laid aſide, and 
te Hero is drawn, as having by this Motive ſubdued 


Inſtinct 
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aſtin& itſelf, and taking Comfort from the Diſtreſſes 


vs Family, which are brought upon them by their 


Adherence to the Cauſe of Truth _ Liberty. There 
is nothing uttered by C70, but what is worthy the beſt 
of Men ; and the Sentiments wh! ps are given him, are 
not only the moſt warm for the Condutt of this Life, but 
{ach as we may thi..k wil not need to be eraſed, but con- 
ſilt with the Happineſs of the human Soul in the next. 
Tanis iluftiious Charatter has its proper Influence on 
all below it: The other virtucus Ferſonages are, in 
their Degree, as worthy and as exemplary as the Prin- 
cipal. T ne Conduct of the Lovers {who are more 
vam though more d:icreet than ever yetappeared upon 
tlie Stage) has in it a conſtant Senſe of te e gicat Ca- 
taſtrophe which was expected from the Ap; roach of 
Cæſar. But to fee the Modeſty of an Herotue, whoſe 
Country and Family were at that Time in the moſt 


I1mmin! n: Danger, preſerved while ſhe breaks out into 


the moſt fond and open Expreſſions of her Pailion for her 

Lover, is an inſtance of no common Addreſs. Again, 
to obſerve the Body of a gallan young Man bror ht be- 
fore us, who in the Bloom of h1s Youth, n the Peſence 
of all that is good and great, had received numbe: lets 
Wounds ; I ſay to obicrve that this dead Youth 1s in- 
troduce on y for the Fx:mple of his Virtue, and that 
as Death is ſo circunſtantated that we are fat sſed, 
for all his Virtue, it was for the Gocd of the World, 
and his own Family, that his warm Temper was not 


to be put upon further rial. but bis Taſk of Life 


ended while it was yet virtuous, is an Employment 
worthy the Confideration of our young Brilens. We 
are obliged to Authors trat can do what they will 
with us, "That they do not play our AﬀeRions and Pa 1 
ſions againſt ourſelves; but to make us ſo ſoon reſgned 
to the Death of Marcus, of whom we were fo find, 1s 
a Power that would be unfortunately lodged in a 
Man without the Love of Virtue. 

Were it not that J ſpeak on this Occaſion rather as 
a Guardian than a Crick, 1 could procecd to the 
Examination of the Juſtneſ: of each Character, and 
take Notice, that the N is as well drawn as the 
Roman. There is not an Idea in all the Part of Sy ha. 
13 which 
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a which does not apparently ariſe from the Habits which MB 
| grow in the Mind of an African. And the Scens*7 -.;- I 
tween Juba and his General, where they talk for and 
againſt a liberal Education, is full of Inſtruction. Sy- 
phaæ urges all that can be ſaid againſt Philoſophy, as it is 
made ſubſervient to ill Ends by Men who «bute their 
Talents; and Juba ſets the leſs Excellencies of Activi- 
ty, Labour, Patience of Hunger, and Strength of Body, 
which are the admired Q-alifications of a Numiaian, 
in their proper Subordination, to the Accompliſh- 
ments of the Mind. — Guarvian, Vol. I., No. 33. 
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My. SPECTATOR, 
* þ Who row write to you, am 2 Woman loaded with 
AS: Injuries, and the Aggravation of my Misfortune 
| is, that they are ſuch which ar: overiocked by the ge- 
— neraliy of Mankind ; and tho' the moſt aicting ima- 
gin able, not regarded as ſuch in the general Senſe of 
the Wor!d. I have hid my Vecxat1on from all Mankind, 
but have now taken Pen, Irk and Paper, and am re- 
ſolv'd to unboſom mylelf to you, ana lay before you 
what grieves me and all the dex. Ycu have very of- 
ten mentioned particular Hardſhips done to this or that 
Lady, but-methinks you have not in any one Specula— 
tion directly pointed at the partial Freedom Men take. 
The unreaſonable Confinement Women are obliged 
to, in the only Circumitince in which we are neceſla- 
rily to have a Commeice with them, that of Love, 
The Caſe of Celibacy, is the great Evil of our Nation; 
and the indulgence cf the vicious Conduct of Men in 
that State, with the Ridicule to which Women are ex- 
poſed, though ever ſo virtuous, if Jong unmarricd, is the 
Root of the grcateſt Irregularities of this Nation. 'I'o 
ſhew you, Sir, that tho' you have never given us the Ca. 
talogue of a Lady's Library as you promiſed. we read 
good Books of our own chooſing. I ſhall inlert on this 
Occaſion, a Paragraph or two out of Echard's Raman 
Hij/ory, In the 44th Page of the Second Volume, 
the Author obſerves, that Yugyflus, upon his Return 
to Rome at the End of a War, received Complaints 
that 
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g . too great a Number of the young Men of Qua- 


Sea. ained unmarried. The Emperor thereupon 
allembled the whole Eque/rian Order, and having ſe- 
parated the Married from the S.ngle, did particular 
Honours to the former; but he told the latter, that is 
to ſay, Mr. Spectator, he told the Batchellors, That 
their Lives and Actions had been ſo peculiar, that 
he knew not by what Name to call them ; not by 
that of Men, for they performed nothing that was 
manly ; not by that of Citizens, for the City might 
periſh notwithſtanding their Cate; not by that of 
Romans, for they delign'd to extirpate the Roman 
Name.” Then proceeding to ſhew his tender Care and 
hearty Affection for his People, he further told them, 


That their Courſe of Life was of ſuch pernicious 


Conſequeace to the Glory and Grandeur of the Reman 
Nation, that he could not chooſe but tell them, that 
all other Crimes put together, could not equalize 
theirs : For they were guilty of Murder, in not ſuffer- 
ing thoſe to be born which ſhould proceed from them; 
of Impiety, in cauſing the Names and Honours of 
their Anceſtors to ceaſe; and of Sacrilege, in deſtroy— 
ing their Kind, which proceeded from the immortal 
Gods and human Nature, the principal Thing cone - 
crated to em: Therefore in this Reipect they dif- 
folv'd the Government, in diſobeying its Laws ; be- 
tray'd their Country, by waking it barren and waſte; 
nay, aud demolich'd their City, in depriving it-of In- 
habitants. And he was ſenſible that all this procecded 
not from any Kind of Virt:e or Abſti:ence, but from 
a' Looſeneſs and Wantonneſe, which ought never to be 
encouraged in any civil Government.“ 'I here are no 
Particulars dwelt upon that let us into the Conduct of 
theſe young Wo: thies whom this great Emperor treated 
with ſo much Juſtice and Indignation. But any one 
who obſerves what paſſes in this Town, may very 
well frame to himſelf a Notion of their Riots and De- 
baucheries all Night, and their apparent Preparations 
for them all Day. It is not to be. doubted, but theſe 
Romans never paſſed any of their Time innocently, but 
when they were aſleep, and never ſlept, but when they 
were weary and heavy with Excciles, and ſlept only 
14 to 


jugal Affection, and Parents of a worthy Kace, pine 
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to prepare themſelves for the Repetition of them. 1. 


- 
- 


If you did your Duty as a Spedtator, you wou3* - 


fully examine into the Number of Births, Marriages, 
and Burials; and when you had deducted out of your 
Deaths all ſuch who went out of the World without 
marrying, then caſt up the Number of both Sexes born 
within ſuch a Term of Years laſt paſt. You might 
from the ſingle People departed, make ſome uſeful Infe- 
rences or Gueſſes how many there are left unmarried, and 
raiſe ſome uſeful Scheme for the Amendment of the 
Age in that Particular. I have not Patience to pro- 
ceed gravely on this abominable Libertiniſm ; for J 
cannot but reflect, as Il am writing to) ou, upon a cer- 
tain laſcivious Manner which all our young Gentle. 
men uſe in public, and examine our Eyes with a Pe- 


tulancy in their own, which is a downright Affront to 


Modeſty. A diſdainful Look on ſuch an Occaſion, is 
returned with a Countenance rebuked ; but by avert. 
ing their Eyes from the Woman of Honour and De- 
cency, to ſome flippant Creature who will, as the 
Phraſe is, be kinder. I muſt ſet down Things as they 
come into my Head, without ſtanding upon Order, 
Ten thoutand to one but the gay Gentleman, who 
ſtared at the fame Time, is an Houſekeeper ; for you 
muſt know they have got into a Humour of late of 
being very regular in their Sins, and a young Fellow 
ſhall keep his four Maids and three Footmen, with. 
the greateſt Gravity imaginable There are no leſs 
than ſix of theſe venerable Ho ekeepers of my Ac- 
quaintance. This Humour among young Men of 
Condition, is imitated by all the World below them ; 
and a general Dillolution of Manners, ariſes from this 
one Source of Libertiniim, without Shame or Repre- 
henſion in the Male Youth. It is from this one Foun- 
tain, that ſo many beautiful helpleſs young Women 
are ſacrificed and given up to Lewidneſs, Shame, Po. 
verty and Diſcaſe. It is to this alſo that ſo many ex- 
cellent younz Women, who might be Patterns of con- 


under unhappy Paſſions for ſuch as have not Attention 
enough to obſerve, or Virtue enough to prefer them 
to their commoa Wenches. Now, Mr. Hedator, | 
mi; 
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muſt be free to own to you, that I myſelf ſuffered a 
s, inſipid Being, from a Conſideration that I have 
for a Man who would not, as he ſaid in my Hearing, 
reſign his Liberty, as he calls it, for all the Wealth 
and Beauty the whole Sex is poſſeſs'd of. Such Ca- 
lamities as theſe would not-happen, if it could be poſ- 
ſibly brought about, that by fining Batchelors as Papiſts 
Convict, or the like, they were diſtinguiſhed to their 
Diſadvantage from the reſt of the World, who fall 
in with the Meaſures of civil Societies. Leſt you 
ſhould think that I ſpeak this, as being, according to 
the ſenſeleſs rude Phraſe, a malicious old Maid, I 
{hall acquaint you I am a Woman of Condition, not now 
three and twenty, and have had Propoſals fiom at 
leaſt ten different Men, and the greateſt Part of them 
have upon the Upſhot refuſed me. Something or 
other is always amiſs, when the Lover takes to ſome 
new Wench : A Settlement is eaſily excepted againſt, 
and there is very little Recourſe to avoid the vicious 
Part of our Youth, but throwing one's ſelf away upon. 
ſome lifeleſs B'ockhead, who tho' he is without Vice, 
is alſo without Virtue. Now-a-days we mult be con- 
tented if we can get Creatures which are not bad, 
good are not to be expected. Mr. Spectator, I ſat near 
you the other Day, and think I did not diſpleaſe your 
ſpectatorial Eye-ſight; which I ſhall be the better 
Judge of, when I fee whether you take Notice of theſe 
Eviis your own way, or print this Memorial diftated: 
from the diſdainful heavy Heart of 
Sir, your” moſt obedient, &c. 
RacuAEL WELLADAY. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. VII. No. 528. T. 


CEensuRE. 


* Gond Conſcience is to the Soul, what Health is 
10 the Body; it prelerves a conitant Eaſe and. 
Serenity within us and more than countervaiis all the: 
Calwmnies and Afftliciions which can poſſibly befa.i us. 
I xnow nothing ſo hard tor 2 gener? 44114 to get 
over as Calu any and K. P. © Caan nu en 
Method of quictinz che Sv | beſos this 
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ſingle one; of our being conſcious to ourſelves that we .- "| 


do not deſerve them. 4 . 

I have always been mightly pleaſed with that Paſſage 
in Don Quixote, where the fantaſtical Knight is repre- 
{ſented as loading a Gent'eman of good Senſe with 
Praiſes and Elogiums. Upon which the Gentleman 
makes th's Reflection to himſelf: How grateful is 
Praiſe to human Nature! I cannot forbear being ſe- 
cretly ple aſed with the Commendations I receive, tho? 
I am ſenſible 'tis a Madman beſtows them upon me. In 
the ſame Manner, tho' we are often ſure that the Cen- 
ſures paſſed upon us, are uttered by thoſe who know 
nothing of us, and have neither Means nor Abilities 
to form a right Judgment of us, we cannot forbear 


| being grieved at what they ſay, 


In order to heal this Infirinity, which is ſo natural 
to the. wiſeſt and beſt of Men, I have taken a par- 


| ticular Pleaſure in obſerving the Conduct of the old 


Philoſophers, how they bore themſelves up againſt 
the Malice and Detraction of their Enemies, 

The way to ſilence Calumny, ſays Bias, is always 
to be exercis'd in ſuch Things as are Praiſc-worthy. 
Sccrates, after having received Sentence, told his 
Friends, that he had always accuſtomed himſelf to 
regard Truth, and not Cenſure; and that he was not 
troubled at his Condemnation, becauſe he knew him- 
ſelf ſree from Guilt. It was in the ſame Spirit that 
he heard the Accuſations of his two great Adverſaries, 
who had uttered againſt him the moſt virulent Re- 


proaches. * Auytus and Meilitus, ſays he, may procure. 


Senterce againſt me, but they cannot hurt me.” This 
divi, Philoſopher was ſo well fortiked in his own 
Innocence, that he neglected all the Impotence of 
evil Torgues, which were engaged in his De— 
ſtruction. This was properly the Support of a good 
Conſcience, that contradicted the Reports which had 

been raiſed agairſt him, and cleared him to himſelf, 
Others of the Philoſophers rather choſe to retort the 
Injury by a ſmart Reply, than thus to difarm it with 
reſpect to themſelves. They ſhew that it ſtung them, 
tho' at the ſame Time they had the Addreſs to make 
their Aggreſſors ſuffer with them, Of this Kind was 
| | Ariſtullt's 
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6 Reply to one who purſued him with long ard 


lnvedtwes. You, ſays he, who are uſcd to fuft.r 
Reproaches, utter them wich Delight: I who have 
not been uſed to ut er them, take no Pleaſure in hear- 
ing them. Diigenes was ſtill more ſevere on one who- 
ſpoke ill of him: Nobody will believe you when you 
ſpeak ill of me, any more than they would believe 
me ſhould I ſpeak well of you.” 

In theſe, aud many other Inſtances I cou'd produce, 
the Bitterneſs of the Anſwer ſufficiently teftities the 
Uneaſineſs of Mind the Perfon was under who made 
it. I would rather adviſe my Reader, if he has not 
in this Caſe the ſecret Conſolation that he deſerves no 
ſuch Reproaches as are caſt upon him, to follow the 
Advice of Fi&etus. If any one ſpeaks ill of thee, 
conſider whether be has Truth on his Side; and if ſo. 
reform thytclf that his Cenſures may not affect thee.” 
When Jnaximendy was told that the very Boys laught 
at his Singinz, Ay, ſays he, then | mult leain to ung 
better. But of all the Sayings cf Philoſephers which 4 
have gathered together for my 6wn Uſe upon this Oc- 
caſion, there are none which carry in them more Can- 
dour and good Senſe, than the two following one 
of Plito: Being told that he had many Enemies, wh 
ſpoke ill of him, 'tis no Matter, ſaid he, I'll live f 
that none ſhall believe them. Hearing at another 
Time, that an intimate Friend of his had ſpok 
detractingly of him, I am ſure he would not do it, 
ſays he, if he had not ſome Reaſon for it. "This is the 
ſureſt as well as the nobleſt Way of drawing the Sting 
out of a Reproach, and a true Method of preparing a 
Man for that great and only Relief againſt the Pains of 
Caiumny, a good Conſcience. 

I deſign'd in this Elay, to ſhew that there is no Ha 

pineſs wanting to him who is poſſeſt of this excellent 
Frame of Mind; and that no Perion can be miſera— 
ble, who is in the E:joyment of it. But I find this 
Subject (o well treated in one of Dr. S:uth's Sermons, 
that | ſtall fill this Paper with a Paſſage of it, which 
cannot but make the Man's Heart burn within him, 
who reads it with due Attention, | 

That admirable Author having ſhewn the Virtue 
of a good Conſcience in ſupporting a Man under the 

greateſt 
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greateſt of Trials and Difficulties of Life, concludes 
with repreſenting its Force and Efficacy in the Y 
of Death. 

The third and laſt Inſtance, in which above all 
others this Confidence toxwards God does moit eminently 
{hew and exert itſelf, is at the Time of Death, which 
ſurely gives the grand Opportunity of trying both the 
Strength and Worth of every Principle. When a Man 
mall be juſt about to quit the Stage of this World, to 
pat off his Mortality, and to deliver up his laſt Ac- 
coants to God, at which ſad Time his Memory ſhall 
{ſerve him for little eiſe but to terrify him with a fright- 
fal Review of his paſt Life, and his former Extrawa— 
garcics ſtript of all their P/caſure, but retaining their 
Cult, what is it then that can promiſe him a fair Paſſage 
into the other World, or a comfortable Appearance be- 
fore his dreadtul Judge when he is there? Not all the 
Friends and lutereſis, all the Rich and Honours undes 
Heaven, can ſpeak ſo much as a Word for 4m, or one 
Word of Comfort “ him in that Condition; they may 

: poſſibly reproach but they cannot relieve him. 

No, at this diſconſolate Time, when the buſy 'Temp- 
ter mall be more than uſually apt to vex and trouble 
him, and the Pains of a dying Body to hinder and di(- 
compoſe him, and the Settlement of worldly Affairs 
to d:iftiurb and confound him, and, in a Word, all 
Things conſpice to make his ficx Bed grievous and un- 
eav. Nothing can then ſtard up againſt all theſe 
Ruins, and ſpeak Lif- in the Midſt of Death, Lut a clear 
Conſcience. Ani the Teftimony of that ſhal! make the 
Comfor:s of Heaven deſcend upon his weary Head 
like a reſreſhing Dew, cr a Shower upon a parched 
Ground. It fall give him ſome live'y Earneſts and 
ſecret Anticipations ef his approaching Joy ; it ſhall 
bid bis Soul go out of the Body undauntedly, and life 
up its Head with Conks ence before Saints and Angels. 
Surely the Comfort which it conveys at this Seaſon, 
is lomethi: ig bi gger than the Capacitics ot Mortality, 
mighty and un peakable, and not to be underitood till 
it comes to be felt. 

And now who would not quit all the Pegſurts, the 
Trab and 7. Ne „ Which are ap: to capuvate the Heart 

of 
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of Men, and purſue the greateſt Rigours of Piety and 


—— its of a good Life, to purchaſe to himſelf ſuch 


a Conſcience, as at the Hour of Death, whea all the 
Frieadſhip in the World ſhall bid him adieu, and the 
whole Creation turn its Back upon him, ſhall dil- 
miſs the Soul and cloſe his Eyes, with that bleſſed 
Sentence, Vell done, thou good and faithful Servant: 
Enter thou inta the Toy of thy Lord? 

GuarDian, Vol. II. No. 135, 


CRAPTLATN, 


1 ä 

Am at preſent under very great Difficulties, which 
1 is not in the Power of any one beſides yourſelf to 
redreſs. Whether or no you ſhall think it a proper 
Cale to come before your. Court of Honcur, I cannot 
tell ; but thus it is: I am Chaplain to an honourable 
Family, very regular at the Hours of Devotion, and J 
hope of an unblameable Life : But for not offering to riſe 
at the ſecond Courſe, I found my Patron and his Lady 
very ſullen and out of Humour, though at firſt I did 
not know the Reaſon of it. At length when I hap- 
pened to help mylelf to a Jelly, the Lady of the Houte, 
otherwiſe a devout Woman, told me, that it did not 
become a Man of my Cloth to delight in ſuch frivo- 
lous Food: But as 1 ſtill continued to fit out the laſt 
Courſe, I was Yelterday informed by the Butler, that 
his Lordſhip had no further Occafion for my Service. 
All which is humbly ſubmitted to. your Co:fidera- 
tion, by 


Sir, your moſi humble Servant, &e. 


The Caſe of this Gentleman deſerves Pity, eſpecially 
if he loves Sweet-meats, to which, if I may gueſs by 
his Letter, he. is no Enciny. In the mean Time JI. 
have often wondered at he tazecercy of diſchargin 
the holieſt Mau from the Table, as ſcon as the moſt de- 
licious Parts of the Enterta;nment are ſerved up, and 
could never conceive a Reaſon for ſo abſurd a Cuſtom. 
Is it becauſe a liquoriſh Palate, or a ſweet Tooth {as 
they call it) is not conſiſtent wich the SauRtity of his 
Character? 


| ; 
"i 
4 
: 77 
5 
9 * 
if 
3 
„ 
<0: - 
* 
; 14 
x N 
: 
15. 
i % 
* 9 
* 4 8 
i 
. 5 
1 
5 
7 
[ iy J 
t 
; 
| ; 
+ 
i 4 
11 
i] ih 
4 
' 


182 The BEAUTIES of 


of the moſt rigid Virtue, gives Offence by any FT, 
in Plum-pudding, or Plum-porridge, and that becauſe 
they are the firſt Parts of the Dinner. Is there any 
thing that tends to Incitation in Sweet-meats more than 
in ordinary Diſhes ? Certainly not ; Sugar-plums are a 
very innocent Diet, and Conſerves of a much colder Na- 
ture than your common Pickles. J have ſometimes 
thought that the Ceremony of the Chaplain's flying away 
from the Deſert, was typical and figurative, to mark out 
to the Company how tiey ought to retire from all the 
Juſcious Baits of Temptation, ard deny their Appetites 


the Gratifications that are moſt pleaſing to them; or at 


leaſt to ſignify that we ought to ſtint ourſelves in our 
moſt lawtul Satts'attions, and not make our Pleaſure, but 
cur Support, the End of eating: But moſt certainly, if 
ſuch a Lefion of Temperance had been necellary at a 
Table, our Clergy would have regõmmended it to all the 
Lay-Maſters of Families, and not have diſturbed other 
Mens Tables with ſuch unſeaſonable Examples of Ab- 
ſtinence. The Original therefore of this barbarous 
Cuſtom, I take to have been merely accidental: The 
Chaplain retired out of pure Complaiſance, to make 
Room for the Removal of the Diſhes, or poſſibly for 
the ranging of the Deſert. This, by degrees, grew 


into a Puty, till at length as the Faihion improved, the 


good Man found hinifelf cut off from the third Part 
of the Entertainment. And if the Arrogance of the 
Patron goes on, it is not impoſſible, but in the next Ge- 
neration, he may ſee himſelf reduced to the Tithe or 
teuth Diſh of the Table; a ſufficient Caution not 
to part with any Privilege we are once poſſeſs'd of. 


It was uſual in old Times for the Prieſt to feaſt upon 


the Sacrifice ; nay, the Honey-cake, while the rygry 
Laity looked upon him with great Devotion, or as 
the late Lord Recheſter deſcribes it in a very lively 
Manner. 92 


Aud while the Pricft did eat, the People ftared. 


At preſent, the Cuſtom is inverted ; the Laity feaſt, 
while the Prieſt ſtands by as an humble Spectator. 
This neceſſarily puts the good Man upon making great 

| | Ravages 
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Character? This is but a trifling Pretence. No Mau //” | 
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. on all the Diſhes that ſtand near him; and 


d ſuhing himſelf by Voraciouſneſs of Appetite, as 
knowing that his Time is ſhort. I would fain aſi thoſe 
tiff necked Patrons, whether they would not take it 
111 of a Chaplain, that in his Grace after Meat ſhould 
return Thanks for the whole Entertainment, with an 
Exception to the Deſert? And yet I cannot but thiok, 
that in ſuch a Proceding, he would but deal with them as 
they deſerve, What would a Roman- Catholick Prieſt 
think, who is always helped firſt, and placed next the 
Ladies, ſhould he ſee a Clergy man giving his Company 
the Slip at the firſt Appearance of the Parts or Sweet- 
meats? Would he not believe that he had the ſame 
Am ipathy to a candied Orange, or a Piece of puff Paſte, 
as ſome have to a C ire Cheeſe, or a Breaſt of Mut- 
ton? Yet to ſuch a ridiculous a Height is this foolith 
Cuſtom grown, that even the Chri/imas Pye, which 
in its Nature is a kind of conſecrated Cate, and a 
Badge of Diſtinction, is often forbidden to the Druid 
of the Family. Strange! that a Sirloin of Beef, whe- 
ther boil'd or roaſted, when entre, is expoſed to his 
utmoſt Depredations and Inciſions; but if minced into 
{mall Pieces, and toſſed up with Plums and Sugar, 
changes its Property, and, forſooth, is Meat for his 
Mater. 

In this Caſe, I know not which to cenſure, the Pa- 
tron or the Chaplain, the Inſolence of Power, or 
the Abjeneſs of Dependance. For my own Part, I 
have often bluſhed to ſee a Gentleman, whom I knew 


to have much more Wit and Learning than myſelf, 


and who was bred up with me at the Univerſity upon 
the ſame Foot of a liberal Education, treated in fich 
an ig:ominious Manner, and ſunk beneath thoſe of 
bis own Rank, by reaſon of that Character which 


 enght io being him Honour. This deters Men of 


generous Minds from placing themſelves in ſuch a 
Station of Life, and by that Means frequently ex- 
cludes Perions of Quality from the improving and 
agreeable Converſation of a learned and obſequious 

Friend. 
Mr. Oldham lets us know, that he was affrighted 
from the Thought of ſuch an Employment, by the 
| ſcandalous 
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ſcandalous Sort of Treatment which often accom- 
panies it A 


Some think themſelves exalted to the Shy, 
If they light in ſome noble Family: 
Diet, an Horſe, and thirty Pounds a Mar, 
Beſides th* Advantage of his Lor. iſbipꝰs "any 
The Credit of the Buſineſs, and the State, 

Are Things that in a Toungſter's Senſe ſound great”: 
Little the-unexperienc'd Wretch docs know, 
What Slavery he oft muſi undergo 
What tho in filken Scarf and Caſſeck dreſt, 
Wears but a yer Livery at beſt : 
When Dinner calls, the Implement muſt wait, 
With holy Words to conſecrate the Mrat ; 
But held it for a Faworr ſilgom "RES 
F he be deign'd the Honcur to fit down. 
Soon as the Tarts appear; Sir Crape æcithdratu, 
Thoſe Dainties are not for a ſpiritual Maso; 
Obſerve your Diſtance, and be ſure to and, | 
Hard by the Ciſtern avith your Cap in Hand; 
There for Diverſion you may pick your Teeth, 
"Till the kind Yotder comes for your Relief. 
Let others who ſuch Meaneſſes can brook, 
Strike Countenance to every great Man's Look, 
T rate my Freedom higher, 


This Author's Raillery is the Raillery of a Friend, 
and does not turn the ſacred Order into Ridicule, but 
is a juſt Cenſure on ſuch Perſons as take Advaitage 
from the Neceſſities of a Man of Merit, to impoſe on 
him Hardſhips that are by „o Means ſuitable to the 
Dignity of his Profeſſion. 3 

Tarrkx, Vol. IV. No. 255. \ 


CHARLTY, 


HARITY is a Virtue of the Heart, and not of 

the [iands, ſays an old Writer. Gifts and Alms 

are the Expreſſions not the Eflence of this Virtue. A 
Man may beſtow great Sums on the Poor ard Indi- 
gent without being Charitable, and may be chat itable 
without being able to beitow any thing. Charity, 
therefore. 


* 


bring Examples of heroick Chaſtity, were I not afraid 
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therefore is a Habit of Goodwill or Benevolence in 


wich diſpoſes us to the Love, Aſüſtance, 
and Relief of Mankind, eſpecially of thoſe who ſtand 
in Need of it. The poor Man who has this excel- 
lent Frame of Mind, is no lefs intitled to the Reward 
of this Virtue, than the Man who founcs a College. 
For my own Part, I am charitable to an Extravagance 
this Way: I never ſaw an indigent Perſon in my Life, 
without reaching out to him {ome of this imaginary - 
Relief. I cannot but ſympathiſe with every one I meet 
that is in Affliction; and if my Abilitics were equal to 
my Wiſhes, there ſhould be neither Pain nor Poverty 
in the World. GuaRD1axN, Vol. II. No. 166. 


CHARMS. 


HERE, is no Charm in the Female Sex, that 
can ſupply the Place of Virtue. Without Inno- 
cence, Beauty is unlovely ard Quality contemptible. 
Good Breeding degenerates into Wantonnefs, and Wit 
into Impudence. It is obſerved, that all the Virtues 
are repreſented by both Pa:nters and Statuaries under 
Female Shapes; but if any one of them hs a more 
particular Tile to that Sex, it is Modefly, I ſhall 
leave it to the Divines o guard them aganii tue Oppo- 
ite Vice, as they may be overpowered by 'Vempntatiors, 
It is ſufficient for me to heve warned thera againſt it, 
as they may be led aſtray by Inſt nct. 
| | ' SPECTATOR, Vol. VI. No. 395. X. 


CHASTITY. 


UT as I am now talking to the World yet un- 
tunted, I will venture to recommend Chaſtity as 
the nobleit Male Qualification. 

It1s, methinks, very unreaſonable, that the Difficulty 
of attaining all other good Habi s, 15 what makes them 
Honcurable ; but in this Caſe, the very Attempt is 

ecome ridiculous : But in ſpipht of all the Raillery 
ot the World, 'I'ruth is ſtill Truth, and will have Beau— 
ties inſeperable from it. I ſhould, upon this Occaſion, 


ct | 
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af having my Paper thrown away by the modith Part, þ 7 , 


of the Town, who go no farther at beſt, than tæ r 
Abſence of Iil, and are contented to be rather irre- 
proachable than Praiſe-worthy. In this Particular, a 
Gentleman in the Court of Cyrus, reported to his Ma- 
jeſty the Charms ard Beauty of Panthea ; and ended 
h's Panegyrick by telling him, that ſince be was at 
Leiſure, he would carry bim to. viſit her. But that 
Prince, who is a very great Man to this Day, anſwer'd 
tne Pimp, becauſe he was a Man of Quality, without 
Ro.ghnels, and ſaid, with a Smile, FI ould wiſit 
her upon your Iutroductiin now 1 have Leiſure, 1 don't 
know but I might go agoin ufon her own Incitalion, 
avhen I ought to be bitter emp'oy'd. But when I caſt 
about all the Iuſtances which I have met with in all 
my reading 4 had not one io generous, ſo honeſt, and 
fo noble, as tha of Jef in holy lu rit. When his 
Maſter had truſted him ſo unreſervedly (to ſpeak it in 
the emphatical Menrer of the Scripture) he &ncawv not 
ought he had, ſave the Bread which he did eat, he was 
ſo unhappy as to appear irreſiſtibly beautiful to his 
Miſtreſs. But when this ſhameleis We man proceeds 
to ſolicit him, how gallant is his Anſwer : B. my 
A jicr avotteth rot aube is with me inthe Heuſe, and 
hath committed all th.t he hath to my Hand: There ts 
none greater in the Houſe than I, niilher hath he kept 
back any thing from me but thee, brearſe thru art his Wife, 
The ſame Argument which a baſe Mind would have 
made to itſelf, for commet ing the Evil, was to this 
brave Man the greateſt Motive for the forbearing it, 
that he would do it with Imp: nity. The Malice and 
Falſh»od of the d ſa] po nt d Woman, naturally aroſe 
ou that Occaſion ; and there is b.t a ſhort dtep from 
the Practice of. Virtue to the Hatred of it. It wou'd 
be there fo e worth ſerious Confideration in both Sexes, 
and the Mater is of Importance enough to them, to aſx 
themſelves whether they would change Lightueſs of 
Heart, Indolence of Mind, chearfil Meals, uatroubled 
Slumbers, and gentle Diſpoſitions, for a covitant Pru- 
riency, which ſhuts out all Things that are great or in- 
different, clouds the Imagination with Infenſibility and 

Prejudice 
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om to all Manner of Delight, but that which is 


CO! »to all Creatures that extend their Species. 

A looſe Behaviour and an Inattention to every thing 
that is ſer10us, flowing from fome Degree of {his Pe- 
tulancy, is obſervable in the generality of the Youth 
of both Sexes in this Age. It is. the one common 
Face of mot publick Meetings, ard breaks in upon 
the Sobriety, I wont ſay Severity, that we ought to 
exerciſe in Churches. The pert Boys, and flippant 
Girls, are but faint Followers of thoſe in the ſame-In- 
clinations at more advanced Years. I know ot who 
can oblige them to mend their Manners ; a'l that I pre- 
tend to, is to enter my Protelt that they are neuher ane 
Gentlemen vor fine Ladies for this Behaviour. As for 
the Portr-i:ures which | would propoſe, as the Images 
of agreeable Men and Women, if they are not imitated 
or regarded, I can only anſwer, as I remember Mr. 
Drrden did upon the ſzme_ Occaſion, when a young 
Fellow, jt come from the Play of Cl:omen:s, told him, 
in Raillery againit the Continency of his principal 
Character, It I had been alone with a Lady, i ſh. uid 
not have paſſd my Time like your *9-rrtan; That 
may ke, anſwered the Bard, with a very grave Face, 
but give me Leave to tell you, Sir, you are no Hero. 


GuarDiaN, Vol. I. No. 45. 


CHEARTULN ESS. 


T is an unreaſonable Thing ſome Men expect of 
their Acquaiitance, They are ever complaining 
that they ase out of Order, or ciiplcaſed, or they 
know not l.ow, cr are ſo tar from le:tng that be a 
Reaſon for roticing to their own Homes, tha: they 
make it their Argument for coming into Company. 
What has an» body to do with Accoums of a Man's 
being indiſpoſed but his Phyſician ? If a Man laments 
in Company, where the reſt are in Humour enough 
to e joy themſelves, he ſhould not take it ill, if a Ser- 
vant is order'd to preſent him with a Porringer of 
Caudle or Poſſet-drink, by way of Admonition that 
he go home to Bed. Uhat Part of Life which we, or- 
dinari:y underſtand by the Word Converſation, is an 
| Indulgence 
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| y 
Indulgence to the ſociable Part of our Make, ard toys | 
incline us to bring our Proportion of good WilfT”;cod 


Humour among the Friends we meet with, and not 
to trouble them with Relations which mult of necel- 
ſity oblige them to a real orfeigned àAffliction. Cares, 
Diftrefies, Diſeaſes, Uneaſineiles and Diſlikes of our 
own, are by no Means to be obtruded upon our Friends. 
If we would conſider how li:tle of this Viciſitude of 
Motion and Reſt, which we call Life, is ſpent wrh 


Satisfation, we ſhould be more tender of our Friends, 


than to bring them little Sorrows which do not belong 
to them. There is no real Life but chearful Life; 
therefore Valetudinarians ſhould be ſworn before they 
enter into Company, not to ſay a Word of themſelves 
till the Meeting breaks up. lt is not here pretended, 
that w2 ſhould be always fitting w:th Chaplets of 
Flowers round our Heads, or be crowned with Rolcs, 
in order to make our Entertainments agreeable to us ; 
but if (as it is uſually obſerved) they who reſolve to be 
merry, ſeldom are ſo, it will be inuch more unlikely 
for us to be well pleaſed, if they are admitted who are 
always complaining they are fad. Whatever we do, we 


ſhould always keep up the Chearfuln-ſs of our Spirits, 


and never et them fink below an Inclination at leaſt to be 

ell pleaſed. The way to this, is to keep our Bodies in 
Exerciſe, our Minds at Eaſe. That inſipid State where- 
in neither are in Vigour, is not to be accounted: any 
Part of our Portion of Being. When we are in the Sa- 
tsfaction of ſome innocent Pleafure, or purſuit of ſome 
laudable Deſign, we are in the Poſſthon of Life, of 
human Life. Fortune will give us Diſ.ppoimtments 
enough, and Nature is attended with Infirmities 
enough, without our adding to the unhappy Side of our 
Account by our Spleen or ill Humour. Poor Co/7:/as, 
among ſo many real Evils, a chroaical Diſtemper, ant 


a narrow Fortune, is never heard to complain. That 


equal Spirit of his, which any Man may have, that like 
him will conquer Pride, Vanity, and Aﬀectation, and 
fo low Nature, is not to be broken, becauſe it has no 
Points to contend for. To be anxio:s for nothing but 
what Nature demands as neceſſaty, if it is not the Way 
to an Eſtate, is the Way to what Men aim at by get- 
| ting 
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ting an Eſtate. This Temper will preſerve Health in 
ken as well as Tranquility in the Mind. Catti- 
Jus ſees the Word. in a Hurry, with the ſame Scorn 
that a ſober Perſon ſees a Man drunk. Had he been 
contented with what he ought to have been, how 
could, ſays he, ſuch a one have met with ſuch a Diſap- 


| pointment? If another had valued his Miſtreſs for 


what he ought to have loved her, he had not been in 
her Power: If her Virtue had had a Part of his Paſ- 
ſion, her Lev-ity had been his Cute; ſhe could not 
then have been falſe and amiable at the ſame Time. 

Since we cannot promiſe ourſelves conſtant Health, 
let us endeavour at ſuch a 'I'emper, as may be our beſt 
Support in the Decay of it. Uranius has arrived at 
that Comy oſure of Soul, and wrought himſelf up to 
ſuch a Neglect of every thing, with which the Ge- 
nerality oi Mankind is enchanted, that nothing but 
acute Pains can give him Diſturbance; and againſt 
thoſe too he will tell his intimate Friends that he has a 
Secret which gives him preſent Faſe. Uranizs is ſo 
thoroughly perſuaded of another Life, and endeavours 
ſo ſincerely to ſecure an Intereſt in it, that he looks 
upon Pain but as a Quickning of his Pace to an Home, 
where he ſhall be better provided for, than in his pre- 
ſent Apartment. Inſtead of the melancholy Views 
which others are apt to give themſelves, he wil! tell 
vou that he has forgot he is mortal, nor will he think of 
himſelf as ſuch. He thinks at the Time of his Birth, 
he entercd into an eternal Being ; ard the ſhort Arti- 
cle of Death, he will not allow an Interruption of Life, 
ſince that Moment is not of half the Duration as is 
his ordinary Sleep. Thus is his Being one uniform, 
and conſiſtent Series of chearful Diverſions and mo- 
derate Cares, without Fear or Hope of Futurity. Health 
to him is more than Pleaſurc to another Man, and 
Sickneſs leſs affecting to him, than Indiſpoſition is to 
others | 

I muſt confeſs, if one does. not regard Life after this 
Manner, none but Idiots can paſs it away with any 
tolerable Patience. Take a fine Lady who is of a de- 
hcate Frame, and you may obſerve from the Hour 
that ſhe ariſes, a certain Wearineſs of all that paſſes 

about 


J ² ͤ K of © , 
aboutther I know more than one, who 2 mc 4 


nice to be quite alive. They are fick of ſuMZKqnge' 
frightful People that they mect; one is ſo auk ard, 
and another ſo diſagreeable, that it looks like a Pen- 4 
ance to breath the fame Air with them. You fee this 
is ſo very true, that a great Fart of Ceremony and good 
Breeding among the Ladies, turns upon their Uneaii- 
neis: And 11 undertake, if the How-d'ye Servants of 
our Women were to make a Weckly Bill of Sickneſs, 
as the Parila-clerks do of Mortality, you would not find 
in an Account of ſeven Days one in thirty that was 
not downright ſick or indiipoſed, or but a very little 
better than the was, and ſo torth. _ 
It is certain that to enjoy Life and Health as a con- 
ſtant Feaſt, we ſhould not think Pleature neceſlary, but 
if poſiible to arrive at an Equality of Mind. It is as 
meaa to be overjoyed upon Occaiions of good Fortune, 
as to be dejected in Circumitances of Diſtreſs. Laugh- 
ter in one Condition, is as unmanly as weeping ia the | 
other. We ſhould not form our Minds to expect 
Traniport on every Occaſion, but know how to make 
Injoyment to be out of Pain. Ambition, Envy, 
vagrant Deſire, or 1mpertinent Mirth, will take up our 
Minds, without we can poſſeſs ourſelves in that So— 
brie:y of Heart, which is above all Pleaſures, and can 
be felt much better than deſcribed. But the ready Way 
to the right Enjoyment of Life, is by a Proſpect to- 
wards ancther, to have but a very mean Opinion of it. 
A great Author of our Time has ſet this in an excel— 
lent Light, when with a philoſophick Pity of human 
Life, he ſpoke of it in his Theory of the Earth in the 
following Manner. | F. 
« For what 1s this Life, but a Circulation of little ; 
mean Actions? We lye down aud rife again, dreſs and 
undreis, feed and wax Hungry, work or play, and 
are weary, and then we lye down again, and tte Cir- 
cle returns, We ipeid the Day in Trifles, and when 
the Night comes, we throw ourſelves into the Bed of 
Folly, amongſt Dreams and broken Tuoughts, and 
wild Imaginations. Our Reaſon lies aſleep by us, and 
we are for the Time as arrant Brutes as thoſe that 
ſleep in the Stalls or in the Fields, Are rot the Capa- 
cities 
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72 of Man higher than theſe? And ought not his Am- 
1 


ad Expectations to be greater? Let us be Ad- 
venturers for another World 'Tis at leaſt a fair and 


noble Chance, and there is nothing in this worth our 


Thoughts or our Paſſions: For if we mould be diſap- 
pointed, we are ſtill no worſe than the reſt of our 
Fellow-Mortals, and if we ſucceed in our Expectations, 
we are etcrnally happy.” 

SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 143. T. 

I have always preferr'd Chearfulneſs to Mirth, the 
latter I con ſidet as an Act, the former as a Habit of the 
Mind. Mirth is ſhort and tranſient, Chearfulneſs fix'd 
and permanent. 'Thole are ofen raiſed into the greateſt 
Tranſports of Mirth, whore ſubject to the Depreſſions 
of Melancuoly : On tre contrary, Chearfuineſs, tho? 
it does not give the Mind inch an exquilite Gladneſe, 
prevents us irom fal ing into any Dep.hs of Sorrow. 
Mirth is like a Flaſh of Lightaing, that breaks through 
a Gloom of Clouds, ad giitters for a Ni»ment : Chear- 
fulncis keeps up a kinG of Daylight in the Mind, and 
fills it with a ſteady ard perpet:al Serenity. 

Chearfuineſs of Mind, is of a ſertous and compoſed 
Nature ; it does not throw the Mind into a Condition 
improper for the preſent State of Humaniy, and is very 
conſpicuous in the Characters of thofe who are looked 
upon as the greate't Failoſophers among the Heathens, 
as well as among toſe who have been deſervedly eſteem'd 
as Saints and ho'y Men among Curittians, 

It we conſider Cheartulneſs m three Lights, with re- 
card to ourtelves, to thoſe we converſe with, and to 
tae great Author of our Being, it will not a lutle re- 
commend itlelt on each of theie Accounts. "The Man 
who is pcſleis'd of this excellent Frame of Mind, is not 
only eaſy in his Thoughts, but a perfect Maſter of all 


the Powers and Faculties of his Soul. His Imagina- 


tion is always clear, and his Judgment undiſturbed. 
His Temper is even and anrutfled, whether in Action 
or in Solitude, He comes with a Reliſh to all thoſe 
Goods which Nature has provided for him, taſtes all 
the Pleaſures of the Creatioa which are poured about 
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him, and does not feel the full Weight of thoſe acci-- , 
dental Evils which may befal him. "a 

If we conſider him in Relation to the Perſons 
whom he converſes with, it naturally produces Love 
and good Will towards him, A cheertul Mind is not 
only diſpoſed to be affab'e and obliging, but raiſes 
the ſame good Humour in thoſe who come within its 
Influence. A Man finds himſelf pleaſed, he does not 
know why, with the Chearfulneſs of his Companion. 
Tt is like a ſudden Sunſhine that awakens a ſecret De— 
light in the Mind, without her attending to it. The 
Heart rerejoices of its own Accord, and naturally lows 
out into Friendſhip and Benevolence towards the Per— 
ſon who has ſo kindly an Effect upon it 

When I confider this chearful State of Mind in its 
third Relation, I cani.ot but look upon it as a conſtant 
habitual Gratituie to the great Author of Nature. An 
inward Chearfulneſs is an implicit Praiſe and Thanvk(- 
giving to Providence under all its Diſpenſations. It is 
a Kind of Acquieſcence in the State wherein we are 
placed, and a ſecret Approbation of the divine Will 
in his Conduct towards Man. 

A Man who utes his beſt Endeavours to live ac- 
cording to the Dictates of Virtue and right Reaſon, 
has two pa:t.cular S urces of Chearf Ineſs in the Con- 
ſideration of his own Nature, and of that Being on whom 
he ha a Dependance. If he looks into himielf, he can- 
not but rejoice in that Exiſtence which is ſo lately be- 
ſtowed upon him, and which after Millions of Ages, 
will be thil new, and ſti], in its Beginning. How many 
ſelf Congratulations naturally aiite in the Mind, when it 
reſlects on this its Entrance into Eternity, when it takes 
a View of thoſe improvable Faculties which in a few 
Years, and even at his firſt ſetting out, have made ſo con- 
ſiderable a Progreſs, and which will be ſtill receiving 
an Increaſe of Perfection, and conſequently an Increaſe 
of Happineſs? The Con.ciovineſs of ſuch a Being ſpreads 
a perpetual Diftunon of Joy through the Soul of a vir- 
tuous Man, and makes him look upon himſelf every 
Moment as more happy than he knows how to conceive, 

Ine ſecond Source of Chearfulneſs to a good Mind, 
is its Conſideration of that Being on whom we have 

our 
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N Dependance, and in whom, thoogh we behold 


him as yet but in the hilt {aint Diſcoveries of his Per- 
fections, we ſee every thing that we can imagine as 
great, glorious, or amiable. We find ourſelves every 
where upheld, and ſurrounded with an Immenſity of 
Love and Mercy. lu ſhor:, we depend upon a Being, 
whoſe Power qualifies him to make us happy, by an 
Infinity of means, whoſe Goodneſs and Truth engage 
him to make thoſe happy who deſire it of him; and 
whoſe Unchangeableneis will ſecure us in this Happt- 
nels to all Eternity. 

Sach Conſiderations which every one ſhould perpe- 
tually cheriſh in his "Thoughts, will perpetually baniſh 
from us all that ſecret Heavine(ſs of Heart which un- 
thinking Men are ſubject to, when they lie under no 
real Afiliction. All that Anguiſh which we may feel 
from any Evil that actually oppreſſies us, to which J 
may 1.kewiſe add thoſe little Cracklipgs of Mirth and 
Folly that are apter to betray Virtue than ſupport it; 
and to eſtabliſh in us ſuch an cven and chea fal Temper, 
as makes us pleaſing to curſelves, to thoſe with whom 
we converſe, and to him whom we are made to 
pleaſe. SPECTATOR, Vol. V. No 381. J. 

A chearful Temper joined with Innocence will make 
Beauty attractive, Knowledge delightful, and Wit 
Good natured. It will lighten Sicknets, Poverty and 
Affliction, convert Ignorance into an amiable S1mpli- 
city, and render Deformity itſelf agreeable. _ 

TaTLeR, Vol. IV. No. 192. 


CHERUBIMS and SER APHIMS. 


QC OME of the Rabbins tell us, that the Cherubims 

are a Set of Angels who krow moit, and the 
Seraphims a Set of Angels who love moſt. Whether this 
Diſtinction be not altogether imagirary, I ſhali not here 
examine; but it is highly probable, that among the 
Spirits of good Men, there may be ſcme who will be 
more plealed with the Employment of one Faculty 
than of another, and this perhaps according to thoſe vir- 
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li. tuous Habits or Inclinations which have here takow? - Þ 
da deepeſt Root. 5 5 
j SPECTATOR, Vol, VIII. No. 600. 

Wi. CHILDREN. 
* 1 5 . , 

4} Mr. SPECTATOR, 


S your Paper is Part of the Fquipage of the Tea- 
i Table, I conjure you to print what I nov write 
| 
| 
| 


to you; for I have no other way to communicate 
what I have to ſay to the fair Sex, on the moſt im- 
portant Circumſtance of Life, even the Care of Chil- ' 
dren. I do not under and that you profeſs your Pa- 
per is always to conſiſt of Matters, which are only to 
entertain the learned and polite, but that it may ayree 
with your Deſign to publiſh ſome which may tend 
1 to the Information of Mankind in general ; and when 4 
1 it does ſo, you do more than writing Wit and Hu- | 
bl mour. Give me leave then to tell you, that of all the ; 
Wit. Abuſes that ever you have as yet endeavour'd to re— 
40 form, certainly not one wanted ſo much your Aſſiſtance 
it as the Abuſe in rurfing Children. It is unmerciful 
to ſee, that a Woman endowed with all the Perfecti— 
ons and Bleflings of Nature, can, as ſoon as ſhe 1s: 


—— 


—— — ner og 
r 


; dehver'd, turn oft her innocent, tender and helplcis K 
"Mt Infant, and give it up to a Woman that is (ten thouu- * 
|! ſand to one) neither in Health nor good Condition, [1 
Wit | neither ſound in Mind or Body, that has neither Ho- 4 
Wl! + nour nor Reputation, reither Love nor Pity for the 2 

Will poor Babe; but more Regard for the Money han for A 
1: the whole Child, and will never take farther Care L 

1 1 of it than what by all the Encouragement of Money 3 
Wt and Preſents ſhe is forced to, like Ap Earth, which | 

110% would not nurſe the Plant of another Ground, altho' ne- * 


ver ſo much improv'd, by Reaſon that Plant was not 
of its own Production. And fince another's Cl1!d is 
nno more natural to a Nurſe, than a Plant to a ſtrange 

| and different Ground, how can it be ſuppoſed that 
F the Child ſhould thrive ? Ard if it thrives, mult it not 
imbibe the groſs Humours and Qualities of the Nurſe, 
like a Plant in a different Ground, or like a Graft up- 
au a different Stock? Do we not obſerve, that a Lamb 

(ucking 
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lucking a Goat changes very much its Nature? Nay, 


its Skin and Wool into the Goat Kind? The 
Power of a Nurle over a Child, by infuſing into it 
with her Milk, her Qualities and Diſpoſition, is ſuffi- 
ciently and daily obſerved. Hence came that old 
Saying concerning an il|-natur'd and malicious Fe'low, 
that he had imbibed his Malice with his Nurſe's 
Milk, or that ſome Brute or other had been his Nurſe, 
Hence Romulus ard Remus were ſaid to te nurſed by a 
Wolf, Telephus the Son of Hercules by a Hind, Peleus 
the Son of Neptune by a Mare, and Agiſihus by a 
Goat; not that they had actually ſucked thoſe Crea- 
tures, as ſome Simpletons have imagined, but that 
their Nurſes had been of ſuch a Nature and temper, 
and infuſed ſuch into them. 

Many Inſtances may be produced from good Autho- 
rities and daily Experience, that Children actually ſuck 
in the ſeveral Paſſions and depraved Inclinations of their 
Nuries ; as Anger, Malice, Fear, Melancholy, Sad- 
neſs, Deſire and Averſion. This Diodgrus, Lib. 2 
witneſſes, when he ſpeaks, ſaying, that Nero the Em- 
peror's Nurſe had been very much addicted to drink- 
ing, which Habit Nero received from his Nurſe ; and 
was ſo very particular in this, that the People tool: 
ſo much notice of it, as inſtead of Tibet Nero, they 
called him Biberins Nero, The ſame Dioderus alſo 
reports of Caligula, Predeceilor to Nero, that his 
Nurſe uled to moiſten the Nipples of her Breaſt fre- 
quently with Blood, to make Ca/igz/a take the better 
hold of them, which ſays Dricdorus, was the Cauſe that 
made him ſo Blood-thirſty and cruel all his Life after, 
that he not only committed frequent Murder by his own 
Hand, but likewiſe wiſhed that all human Kird wore 
but one Neck, that he might have the Pleaſure to cut 
it off, Such like Degeneracies aſtoniſſi the Parents, 
who not knowing after whom the Child can take, ſee 
one mcline to ſtealing, another to Drinking, Creelty and 
Stupidity ; yet all theſe are not minded. Nay, it is 
eaſy to demonſtrate, that a Child, although it be born 
from the beſt of Parents, may be Corrupted by an ill- 
temper'd Nurſe. How many Children do we ſee daily 
brought into Fits, Conſumptions, Rickets, Sc. meer- 

K 2 ly 
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ly by ſucking their Nurſes, when in a Paſſion or Fury? 
But indeed almoit every Diforder of the Nurſe is a 


Diſorder to the Child, and few Nurſes can be found | f 
in this Town, but wha: labour under ſome Diſtemper i. 
or other. The firſt Queſtion that is generally aſked a 0 


young Woman that wants to be a Nurſe, why ſhe 
ſhould be a Nurſe to other People's Children, is 
anſwered, by ber having an i! Huſt and, and 
that ſhe muſt make ſhift to live. Ithi K now this 
very Anſwer is enough to give every Body a Shock, 
it duly corfider'd; for an ill Huſband miy; or ten to 
one if he does not bring home to his Wife an 11] Diſ- 4 
temper, or at leaſt Vexation and Diſt:roance. Be- l 
ſides, as ſhe takes the Child out of meer Neceflity, I 
her Food will be accordingly, or eiſe very coarſe at 5 
beſt, whence proceeds an ill concocted and coarſe Food 3 
for the Child; for as is the Blood, ſo is the Mik. And £ 
hence | am very well aſſured, proceeds the Scurvy, the 9 
Evil, and many other Diſtempers, I beg of you, for the 4 
Sake of many poor Infants that may, ard will be ſa— 8 
ved by weighing this Caſe ſeriouſly, to exhent the Peo- 
ple with the utmoſt Vehemence to let the Children 
fuck their own Mothers, both for the Benefit of Mo- 
ther and Child; for the general Argi.ment that a 
Mother is weakened by giving Suck to her Chi dren, is 
vain and ſimple. I will maintain that the Mother 
crows ſtionger by it, and would have her Healch better 
than ſhe would otherwite, She will find it the greateſt 
Cure and Pieſervative for the Vapours and future Miſ— 
carriages. much beyond any other Remedy whatſoever. 
Her Children will be I:ke Giants; whereas otherwiſe 
they are but liviig Shadows, and like unripe Fruit; 
and certainly if a Woman is ſtrong enough to bring 
forth a Child, ſhe is frong enough to nurſe it aftcr- 
wards. It grieves me to obſerve and conſider how 
many poor Children are daily ruined and undone by 
careleſs Nurles ; and yet how tender ought they to be 
of a poor Infant, ſince the lealt Hurt or Bow, cſpe- 
cially upon the Head, may make it ſenſelcfs, ſtupid, 
or otherwiſe milcrable for ever ? 
But ] cannot well leave this Subject as yet, ſor it ſeems 
* me very unnatural, that a Woman that has fed = 
| Chile 
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Child as Part of herſelf for nine Months, ſhould have 


io Deſire to nurſe it any farther, when brought to 
Light before her Eyes; and when by its Cries it 
implores her Ailiſtance and the Ottice of a Mother. 
Do not the very cruelleſt of Bealts tend their young 
ones with all the Care and Delight imaginable ? For 
how can ſhe be called a Mother that will not nurſe 
her young ones? The Earth 1s called the Mother of 


all Things, nct becauſe ſhe produces, but becaule ſhe 


maintains and nurſes what ſhe produres. The Gene- 
ration of the Infant is the Effect of Deſire, but the 
Care of it argues Virtue and Choice. I am not 1g- 
norant, but that there are ſome Caſes of Necellty | 
where a Mother cannot give ſuc, and then ont of 
two Evils, the leaſt muſt be choſen ; but there are fo 
very few, that | am {ure that in a thouſand there is 
hardly one real Initince. For if a Woman does but 
know that her Huſband can ſpare three or fix Shil- 
lings a Week extraord;na:y (although this is but ſeldom 
conſidered ſhe cer ainly, with the Aſſiſtance of her 
Goſſips, will {ſoon periuade the good Man to ſend the 
Child to nurſe, and eaſily impoſe upon him by pre- 
tending Indiſpoſition. This Cruelty is ſupported by 
Faſhion, and Nature gives Place to Cuſtom. 
| | Sir, Yours, &c. 
Sercra ron, Vol. III. No. 246. T. 


CHRISTIAN Church. 


A SI was the other Day taking a ſolitary Walle in 
St Paul's, I indulged my Thoughts in the Pur- 
ſuit of a certain Analogy, between the Fabrick and 


+ the Chriſtian Church, in the largeſt Senſe, The Divine 


Order and Occonomy of the one ſeemed to be emblema- 

tically ſet forth by the juſt, plain, and majeſtick Ar- 

chite ure of the other. And as the one conſiſts of a 
great Variety of Parts, united in the {ame regular Ne- 
fign, according to the trueſt Art and molt exact Propor- 
tion, ſo the other contains a decent Subordination of 
Members, various ſacred Inſtitutions, ſublime Doctrines 
and ſolid Preccpts of Morality digefled into the ſame 
Deſign, and with an additional Concurrence tending to 
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\ N one View; the r neſs and Exaltation of hu. , 
; man Nature, 

' In the midſt of my Cont emplation I beheld a Fly 
1 upon one of the Pillars, and it ftraightway came into 
nl my Head that this ſame Fly was a Free-think&er, For 
it required ſome Comprehenſion in the Eye of the 
Sp-Fator, to take in at one View, the various Part of ; 
tae Building, in order to obſerve "their Symmetry and 4 
Deigh. But to the Fly, whofe Proſpect was contined { 
o a little Part of one of the Stones of a ſingle Pil- 
lar, the joint Beauty of the whole, or the diſtinct Uſe 
of its Parts, were inconſpi cuous, ard nothing could A 
appear but {mall Inequalities in the Surface of the | 
hewn Stone, which in the View of that Inſect, ſcemed 
to many deformed Rocks and Frecipices. 

The Thoughts of a Free-thinker are employed on 
certain minute Particularities of Religion, the Difh- 
culty of a ſingle Text, or the Unaccountableneſs of 
ſome Step of Providence, or Point of Doctrine to his 
narrow Faculties, without comprehending the Scope 

and Defign of Chrittianity, the Perfection to which it 

rafetwuman Nature, the Light it hath ſhed abroad 
To ee World, and the cloſe Connection it hath, as 

el! with the good of publick Societies, as with that 
of particular Perſons. 

I is reited in me ſcme Reflections on that Frame 
or Dilpoſition, which is called, Lar gene of Mind; 
” Neceſiiy towards forming a true ].dyment of 

Things, and where the Soul is not incurably flinted by 
Nature, what are the likelieſt Methods to give it En— 
largement. 

It is evident that Philoſo phy does open ard enlarge 
the Mind by the general Views to which Men are ha- 
bituated in that Study, and by the Contemplation of 
more numerous and diſtant Objects that fall within the 
Sphere of Mankind, in the ordinary Purſuits of Life. 

lence it comes to pals, that Philoſophers judge of 
moſt Things very differently from the Vulgar. Some 
Inſtances of this may be ſeen in the Thewxtetus of 
Plate, where Socrates makes the following Remarks 
among others of the like Nature, 
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„When a Philoſopher hears ten thouſand Acres 
mentioned as a great Eſtate, he looks upon it as an 


y £1 inconſiderable Spot, having been ufed to contemplate 
0 * the whole Globe of Earth; or when he beholds a 
Jr N. Man elated with the Nobility of his Race, becauſe he 
le "yp an reckon a Series of ſeven rich Anceſtors. The 
* 1 Philoſopher thinks him a ſtupid ignorant Fellow, 
4 77 whoſe Mind cannot reach to a general View of hu- 
4 FA man Nature, which would ſhew him that we have 
* Fi all innumerable Anceſtors, among whom are Crouds 
lo 5 of rich and poor, Kings and Slaves, Greets and Bar- 
d 3 berians.” Thus far Socrates, who was accounted 
je Il witer than the reſt of the Heathens, for Notions 
d which approach tae neareſt to Chriſtianity. 
As al Parts and Branches of Philoſophy or ſpecula- 
n tive Knowledge are uſeful in that Reſpect, Aſtronomy 
6. is peculiarly adapted to remedy a little and narroiv Spi- 
of | rit; in that Science there are good Reaſons aſſign'd 
is | to prove the Sun an huadred thouſand Times bigger 
= | than our Earth, and the Diftance of the Stars fo 
Je | prodigious, that a Cannon Bullet, continuing in its 
* ord nary rapid Motion, would not arrive from hence 
0 at the neareſt of them in the Space of an hundred aud 
at fifty thouſand Years, Theſe Ideas wonderfully dilate 
and expand the Mind. There is ſomething in the 
15 17 Immeuſity of this Diſtance, that ſhocks and over— 
55 whelnis the Imagination. It is too big for the Graſp 
5 of a human Intellect; Eſtates, Provinces, and King- 
V | doms vaniſh at its Preſence. | 
is 5 But the Chriſtian Religion ennobleth and enlargeth 
1 the Mind, beyond any other Profeſſion or Science 
ge 6 whatſoever. Upon that Scheme, while the Earth and 
. the tranſient Enjoyments of this Life ſhrink into che 
87 narr weſt Dimenſions, and are accounted as the Duſt of 
* a Balace, the Drop of a Bucket, yea, leſs than nothing. 
5 The intellectual World opens wider to our View, 
of the Pertections of the Dei y, tie Nature and Excel- 
by lence of Virtue, the Dignity of the human Soul, 
97 are diſplayed in the largeſt Characters: The Mind of 
by Man ſeems to adapt iticlf to the ciſerent Nature of 
its Ovjeas, it is contracted and debaſed by being con- 
= verſant in little and low Things, and ſeels a propor- 
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tionable Enlargement arifing from the Contemplation 
of thei? great and ſublime !deas. 

The G:eatnetis of Things is r ive, and this 
does not only hold in Reſpc& of Extenfion, but like 
wite in Reſpect to Dignity, Duration, and all kinds \ 
ct Perfection. . Aſtranomy opens the Mind, and alters 
our Judgment, with Regard to the Magnicude of ex- 
tended Beings; but Chiiſtianity produceth an univer— 
{al Greatneſs of Soul. Patoicphy incteaſeth our 
as in every Reſpect, but Chrittianity extends them 

2 Degree be; ond the Light of Nature. 

3 mean mut the mot exalted Pe tentate upon 
Earth appear to that Eye which takes in innumerable 
Orders of bleſſed Spirits, diſfecing lun Glory and Per— 
ſection? How little mult the . ments of Senſe, 
ard the ordinary Occupat'ons of mortal Men, ſeem to 
one who is engages in fo zoble a Purſuit, as the Aſſi- 
milation of himiclf to the E. which is the proper 
Employment of every Chriſtian ! | 

An nd the [mp:ovement whici grows from habituat- 

o.tte Mind o the compr cherfive Views of Religion 
muſt not be thou oht wholly to regard the Underſtand- 
ing. Nothing! is Oi greater Force to ſuübdue the inordi- N 
rate Motions of the Heart, and to regulate the Will, 

. Wh ether a Man be acluate a in h's Paſſions or his Rea- 
| ſen, theſe are firſt wio gut upon by ſome Object, which 
ſtirs the Soul in Proportion to iis apparent Dimeuſions. 
Hence irreligious Men, whoſe ſhort Proſpects are f.lled 
with Earth, ard Senſe, and mortal Life, are invited, 
by theſe mean Ideas, to Actions proportionably little 
and low. But a Mind, whoſe Views are enlighterel 
and extended by Religion, is animated to nobler Pur- | 
its by more {ub.ime and remote ObjeQs. 

There is not any Ioftarce of Weakneſs in the 
Free-th-infers hat raiſes my Indi nation more, than their 
tending to ridicule Chriſtians, as Men of narrow Under- 
ſtan iage, and to pats . themſelves upon the World fer 
Ferions of ſuperior Sente, and more enlarged Views. 
Put. 1 leare it to any impartial Man to judge wrich 
hath the nobler Sentiments, which the greater Views; 
he whſe Notions are ſtinted to a few miſerable Inlets 
of Senſe, or he whoſe Sentiments are raiſed above the 
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common Taſte by the Anticipation of thoſe Delights 
which will ſatiate the Soul, when the Whole Capacity 
of her Nature is branched out into new Faculties? He 
who looks for nothing beyond this ſhort Spun of Du- 
ration, or he whoſe Aims are co-extended with the 
endleſs Length of Eternity ? He who derives his Spt- 
rit from the Elements, or he who thinks it was inſpi- 
red by the Almighty ? 

GuarDIan, Vol. I. No. 70. 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


HE great received Articles of the Che iſtian 
Religion have been ſo clearly proved from ti e 
Authority of that divine Revelation in wh ch they are 
delivered, that it is 1mnpolkb:e for thoſe who have Ears 
to hear, and Fyes to ſee, not to be convinced of them; 
but were it pothble for any Thing in the Chriſtian 
Faith to be errone-us, | can find: no ill Conſequences 
in adhering to it. The great Points of the Incarna- 
tion and Sufferings of our Saviour, produce naturally 
ſuch Habits of Virtue in the Mind of Man, that TI 
ſay, \upp-ſing it were poſſible for us o be miſtaken in 
them, the Infidel himſelf muſt at leaſt allow, that no- 
other Syltem of Religion can ſo effeQaally contri- 
bate to the heightning of Morality. They give us 
great Ideas of the Dignity of human Nature, and of 
the Love which the ſupreme Being bears to his Crea 
tures ; and conſequently engager us in the higheſt Acts 
of Duty towards our Creator, our Neighbvur, and 
ourſelves, How many noble Arguments has St. Paul 
raiſed from the chief Articles of our Religion, for the 
advancing of Morality in its three great Branches? To 
give a fingle Example in each Kind, what can be a 
ſtronger Motive to a firm Truſt and Reliance on the 
Me:cies of our Maker, than the giving us his Son to 
ſuffer for us? What can make us love and eſteem even 
the moit jncont:derable. of Mankind, more than the 
Thongat that Chrilt died for him? Or what di:poſe us 
to fet a ſtricter Guard upon the Parity of our own' 
Hearts, than our being Members of Chriſt, and a Part 
of the Society of which that immaculate Perſon is" 
K 5 the 
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the Head ? But theſe are only a Specimen of thoſe a 
mirable enforcements of Mortality, which the Apo- 
ſt'e has drawn from the Hiitory of our bleſled Sa— 
viour. 

If our modern Infidels conſider'd theſe Matters 
with that Candour and Seriouſneſs which they de- 
ſerve, we ſhould not ſee. them act with ſuch a Spi- 
rit of Bitterneſs, Arrogance and Malice. They would 
not be railing fuch inügnificant Cavils, Doubts and 
Seruples, as may be ſtarted againſt every thing that is 
not capable of mathematical Demonſtration, in order 
to unſettle the Minds of the Ignorant, diſturb the 
publick Peace, ſubvert Morality, and throw all Things 
into Confuſion and Diſorder, it none of theſe Reflec- 
tions can have any Influence on them, tiere is one that 
perhaps may, becauſe it is adapted to their Vanity, 
by which they ſeem to be guided, much more than 
their Reaſon. I would have them therefore conſider 
that the wiſeſt and beſt of Men in all Ages of the 
World, have been thoſe who hved up to the Re- 
ligion of their Coun! ry, when they ſaw. nothing in 
it to oppole Morality, and to the beſt Lights they 
had of the Divine Nature: Pythagoras's brſt Rule 
directs us to worſhip the Gods, as it is erdainid ty 
Zoaw, for that is the moſt natural Interpretation of the 
Precept. Socrates who was the molt renowned among 
the Heathens, both for Wiſdom and Virtue, in tis 
laſt Moments defires his Friends to offer a Cock to 
ſculi pius, doubtleſs out of a ſubmiſſive Deference to 
the eſtabliſhed Worthip of his Country. Ar] on tells 
us, tuat his Prince, (whom he ſets forth as a Pattern 
of Perſection,) when he found his Death approaching, 
offered Sacrifices on the Mountains to the Pe Ju- 
biber, and the Sun, «cc. r: ing to the Cuftem of the Per. 
(:ans ; for thoſe are the Words of the Hiſt orian. Nay, 
the Fpicureans ard atomica! Philoſophers ſh wed a very. 
remnarkab'e Modeſty in this Particular ; for thou; h 

tie Being of a God was entirely fc; ugnant to their 
Schemes of natural Philoſophy, they contented them- 
telves with the Den! al of a Providence, ali: "ung at the 
ſame Time the Exiflence of Gods in general, becauſe 

they 
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and the Religion of their Country. 


they would not ſhock the common Belief of Maiikind, - 


SrEcTaTOR, Vol. III. No. 186. 1. 


CuRISTIANS (their Advantage.) 


1 one who regards Things with a philoſophical 


Eye, and hath a Soul capable of being delighted 


with the Senſe that Truth and Knowledge prevail 


among Men, it muſt be a grateful Reflection to think 
that the ſublimeſt Truths, which among the Heathens 
only here and there one of brighter Parts and more 


7 


Leiſure than ordinary could attain to, are now grown -” 


.y © 8 . a . . 
familiar to the meaneſt Inhabitants of theſe Nations. 


Whence came this ſwipriſfing Charge, that Regions 


> x q A Nita "WE . Cav » TT, 
formerly inhabited by ignorant and ſavage People, 


mould now outſhine ancient Greece, and the o her eaſtern 


Countries, ſo renowned of ol}, in the moſt elevated 


Notions of "Theology and Morality ? Is it the Effect : 
of our own Parts-and Induſtry ? Have our common 
Mechanicks more refined Underitandings than tke * 


ancient Pluloſophers ? It is owing to the God of 'Truth, 
who came down from Heaven, and condeſcended to 
be himſelf our Teacher. It is as we are Chriſtians, 
that we profeſs more excellent and divine Truths than. 
the reſt of Mankind. 


* 


oy 


If there be any of the Free-thinkers who are not di- 


rect Atheiſts, Charity would incline one to believe 


taem ignorant cf what is here advanced. And it is 


for their Information that I wiite this Paper, the De- 
ſign of which is to compare the Ideas that Chriſtians 


entertain of the Being and Attributes of a God, with 


the groſs Notians of the Heathen World. Is it poſſi- 


b'e for the Mind of Man to conceive a more auguſt 
Idea of che Deity than is ſet forth in the Holy Scrip- - 


tures ? Ihall throw together ſome Paſſages relating to 
this Subject, which | propoſe only as philoſophical 
Sentiments, to be conſidered by a F.er-thinker. 

** tho' there be that are called Gods, yet to us 
there is but one God. He made the Heaven, and 
« Heaven of Heavens, with all their Hoſt ; the Earth 


ti 


„and all Vimes that are therein; the Seas and all. 
| "that. - 


= 


- 


* „ 
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that is therein: He ſaid, Let them be, and it was 
ſo. He hath ſtretched fo th the Heavens. He barn 
founded the Earth, aud hung it upon nothing He 
hath ſhut up the Sea with Doors, and ſaid, Hithert9 
ſhalt thou come, and no farther, and here ſhall thy 
pro.d Waves be itaid, The Lord is an inviſible 
Spirit, in «whom we live, and move, and have our 
Being. He is the Fountain of Life. He preſer- 
veth Min ard Beaſt He giveth Food to all Fleth. 
In tis Hand is the Soul of every living Thing, and the 
Breath of ail Mankind. The Loid maketh poor 
and maketh rich. He bringeth low and lifte:h up. 
He killeth and maketh alive. He woundeth and he 
healech. By him Kings reign, and Princes decree 
Juſtice, and not a Spar ow falleth to the Ground 
without him. All. Angels, Authorities and Powers 
are ſubject to him. He appointeth the Moon for 
Seaſons, and the Sun knoweth his going down, 
De thundreth with his Voice, and dire&e:h it un- 
der the whole Heaven, and his Lightning unto the 
Ends of the Earth. Fire and Hail, Soow and Va- 
pour, Wind and St-rm, fulfl his Word. The Lord 
is King for ever and-cver, and bis Dominion is an 
everlaſting Nomin.on. The Earth and the Heavens 
ſail perith, but thou, O Lord, remaineſt. They all 
{ha'l wax old, as doth a Garment, and as a Veſture 


ſhalt thou fold them up, and they ſhall be changed; 


but. thou art the ſame, ard thy Years ſhall have 
no Erd. God. is perfect in Knowledge; his Un- 
deiſtanding is infinite. He is the Father of Lights. 
He looketh to the Ends of the Earth, and teeth under 
the whole Heaven. The Lord teholdeth all the 
Children cf Men from the Plaes of his Hab' tation, 
and conſidereth all their Works. He knouwcth cur 
down-fitting and up-riſing. He compaiict\ our 
Path, and counteth our Steps. He is: acquainted 
with all our Ways; and hen we cnter our Cloſer, 
and ſhut our Docr, he ſeeth us He knoweth the 
Things that come in'o our Mind, every one of then : 
And no Thought can be with holden frem him. 
The Lord is good to all, and his tender Mercies are 


* over all. his Works. He is a Father to the Father. 


«© leſs 
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*s leſs, and a judge of the Widow, He is the God of 
1% peace, the Father of Mercies, and the God of all 
Comfort and Conſolation. The Lord is great, and 
we know him not; his Greatneſs is unſcarchable. 
Who but he hath meaſured the Waters in the Hol- 
low of his Hand, and meted out tho Heavens with 
a Span? Thine, O Lord, is the Greatneis, and the 
Power, and the Glory, and the Victory, and the 
« Majeſty. Thou art very Great, thou art cloathed 
„ with Honour. Heaven is thy Throne, and Earth is 
„thy Footſtool.“ | 

Can the Mind of a Philoſopher riſe to a more juſt 
and magnificent, and at the ſame time a more amiabie 
Idea of the Deity than is here ſet forth in the ſtrongeſt. 
Images and moſt emphatical Language ? And yet this 
is the Language of Shepherds and Fiſhermen The 
ihiterate Jews and poor perſecuted Chrittans, retained 
theſe noble Sentiments, while the potite -and powerful 
Nations of the Earth were given up to that ſottiſh ſort 
of Worſhip of which the following elegant Deſcrip— 
tion is extracted from one of the inſpired Wri ers. 

« Who hath formed a God, or molten an Image 
that is profitable for nothing? The Smith with the 
« Tongs both worketh in the Coals and faſhioneth it 
with Hammers, and worketh it with the Strength of 
his Arms: Yea he is hungry, and Ins Strength fal eth. 
« He drinketh no Water, and is faint. A Man plant- 
„eth an Ach, and the Rain doth nouriſh it. He 
« burneth part thereof in the Fire. He roſteth Rott. 
© He warmeth himſelf. And che Reſidue thereof he 
„ maketh a God. He falleth down unto it, and wor- 
« ſhippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and faith, Deliver 
« me, for thou art my God. None confidereth in his 
Heart, I have burnt part of it in the Fire, yea, allo, 
« have baked Prend upon the Coats thereof: J have 
roaſted Fleth and caten it; and itatl l make the Re- 
ſidue thereof an Abomivation ?"Shall 1 fall down to 
« the Stock of a Tree!“ 

In ſuch. Circumſtances as theſe; for a Man to de- 
clare for Free this king, and diſengage himſelt from 
the Yoke of Idolatry, were doing Honour to human 
Nature, and a Work well becoming the great Aſſerters 
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of Reaſon, But in a Church, where our Adoration is 
directed to the ſupreme Being, and (to ſay the leaſt) 
where is nothing either in the Object or Manner of 
Worihip that contradicts the Ligit of Nature, there, 
under the Pretence of . Free-thinking, to rail at the re- 
j;o:0us Inſtitutions of their Country, ſhewcth an un- 
citinguiſhing Genius that miſtakes Oppoſition for Free- 
dom of Thought. And, indeed, notwithſtanding the 
Precences of ſome few a among our Free think: rs, T can 
harcly think there are Men ſo ſtupid and inconſiſtent 
with themſelves, as to have a ſerious Regard for na- 
tural Religion, and at the fame time uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to deſtroy the Credit of thoſe ſacred Wri- 
tings, whi:h as they have been the Means of bringing 
theic Parts of the World to the Knowledge of ratural 
Religion, ſo in caſe they loſe their Authority over 
the Minds of Men, we ſhould of courſe fink into the 
ſame Idolatry w hich we fee pradtiſed by other unen- 
lightued Nations 

If a Perſon who exerts himſelf in the modern w ay 
of Free thinking be not a ſtupid Idolater, it is unde- 
niable that he contributes all he can to the making 
other Men fo, either by Ignorance or Dehgn ; which 
lays him under the Dilemma, I will not ſay of being a 


| Fool or Knave, but of incurring the Contempt or De- 


teſtation of Mankind. GAR DLAN, Vol. Ii. No. 88. 
The noble Geniis of gi would have been ex- 
alted ſtill higher, ad he had the Advantage of Chriſti. 
anity. According to our Scheme of 'T houghts, if the 
Word Memores in the Front of this Paper were changed 
into Smiles, it wolld have very much heightened the 
Motive of Virtue in the Reader. To do good and 
creat Adions merely to gain Reputation, and tranſm.t 
a Name to Poſterity, 1s a vicious Appetite, and will 
certainly inſnare the Perſon who is moved by it, on 
ſome Occaſions, into a falie Delicacy for fear of Re- 
roach ; and at others, into Artifices which taint FE 
Mind though they may enlarge his Fame. The En- 
6cavour to make Men like you, rather than mindful of 
you, is not ſubject to ſuch all Conſequences, but moves 
with its Reward in its own Hand ; or to ſpeak more in 
the Language of the World, a Man with this Aim is as 


happy 
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happy as a Man in an Office, that is paid out of Money 


under his own Direction. There have been very wor- 
thy Examples of this Self-denying Virtue among us 
in this Nation; but I do not know of a nobler Exam- 
ple in this Taſte, than that of the late Mr. Boy/e, who 
founded a Lecture for the Proof of the Chrijltan Reli- 
gion againſt Ath.iſis, and other notorious Infidels. The 
Rewaid of perpetual Memory amongſt Men, which 
might pofiibly have ſome Share in this ſublime Cha- 
rity, was certainly conſidered but in a ſecond Degree; 
and Mr. Boyle had it in his Thoughts to make Men 
imitate him as well as ſpeak of him, when he was gone 
Off our Stage. 

The World has received much Good from this In— 
ſtitution, and the nob'e Emulation of great Men on the 
ine xhauſtible Subject of the Eſſence, Praiſe and Attri— 
butes of the Deity, has had the natural Effect, which 
always attends this kind of Contemplation; to wit, 
that he who writes upon it with a ſincere Heart, very 
eminently excelz whatever he has produced on any 
other Occaſion. It eminently appears from this Ob- 
ſervation, that a particular Blefhing has been beſtow'd 
on this Lecture. "This great Philoſopher provided for 
us, after his Death, an Employment not only ſuitable 
to Our Condition, but to his own at the ſame time. It 
is a Sight fit for Angels, to behold the Benefactor and 
the Perſons obliged, not only in different Places, but 
under diſterent Beings, employ'd in the fame Work. 

This worthy Man ſtudied Nature, and traced al! her 
Ways to thoſe of her urſcarchable Author. When he 
had found him, he gave this Bounty for the Praiſe and 
Contemplation of him. To. one who has not run 
through regular Courſes of philoſaphical Inquiries 
(the other learned Laboarers in this Vineyard will for- 
give me) I cannot but principally recommend the 
Book, 1atitied, P4;/co Theology, Printed for Millium 
Inu in St. Paul's Church-yard. 

It is written by Mr. Dran, Rector of Uypminſter 
in E. I do not know what Cin is worth ; but 


Jam ſure, had I the beſt Living in EAglund to give, I 


ſhould not think the Addition of it ſuthcient Acknow- 
ledgment of his Merit, efpecially finc2 I am informed, 
that 
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that the Simplicity of his Life is agreeable to his uſe- 
ful Knowledge and Learning. 

The Praiſe of this Author ſeems to me to be the 
oreat Perſpicuity and Method which render his Work 
intelligible ard pleaſing to People who are Strangers 
to ſuch Inquiries, as well as to the Learned. It is a 
very deſirable Entertainment to find Occaſions of Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction in thoſe Objects and Occurrences 
which we have all our Lives, perhaps, overiocked, or 
beheld without exciting ary Reflexions that made us 
wifer or happier. The plain good Man does, as with 
a Wand, ſhow us the Wonders and Spectacles in all 
Nature, and the particular Capacities with wich all 
living Cre tures are endowed for their ſeveral Ways of 
Life; how the Organs of Creztures are made accord- 
ing to their different Paths in whicn they are to move, 
and provide for themieives and Families; whether 
they are to creep, to leap, to ſwim, to fly, to walk ; 
whether they are to inhabit the Bowels of the Earth, 
the Coverts of the Wood, the muddy or clear Streams, 
to howl in Foretts, or converie in Cities. Al! Life 
from that of a Worm to that of a Man, is exxlain'd ; 
and, as J may ſo ſpeak, the wondrous Works of the 
Creation, by the Oblervations ot th s Author, lie be- 
ſore us as Objects that create Love and Admiration, 
which, without ſuch Explications, ftrike us only with 
Confuſion and Amazement. 

The Man who, betoie he had this Book, drefied and 
went out to loiter and gather up ſomething to enter: ain 
a Mind too vacant, no longer ne. ds News to give 
himſelf Amuſement ; the very Arr he breathes ſuggeſt; 
abundant Matter for his Thoughts. He will contider 
that he has begun arother Day of Life, to breathe 
with all other Creatures in the fame Maſs of Air, Va- 
pou!s and Clouds, which ſurround our Globe; ard cf 
all the numberieſs Animals that live by receiving me - 
mentary Lite, or rather momentary and new Reprieves 
from Death, at their Noſtri!s, he only ſtands erect, 
conſcioas and contemplative of the BenefaQtion, 

A Man who is no: capable of philoſophical Reflcx- 
ions from his own Education, wil be as much pleated 
as with any ether good News, Which he has not be- 

tore 


by. 
by: 


g 


the Sons of Men. GAR DñTAN, Vol. II. No. 17 
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fore heard : The Agitations cf the Winds, and the 


falling of the Rains, are what are abſolutely neceſſary 
for his Welfare and Accommodation. This kind. of 
Reader will behold the Light with a new Joy, aud 2 
ſort of reaſonable Rapture. He will be led from the 
Appendages which attend and ſurround our Globe, to 
the Contemplation of the Globe itſelf, the Diſtiibution 
of theeKarth and Waters, the Variety and Quant ty of 
all Things provided for the. Uſes of our Wortid : Then 
wi'l h's Coutemplation, which was too diffuſed and ge- 
neral, be let down to Particulars, to different Soils 
and Moulds, to the Beds of Minerals and Stones, into 
Caverns and Vulcanos, and then again to the Tops of 
Mountains, and then again to the hields a d \ alleys, 

When the Au hor has acquain'ed his Reader with 
the Place of his Abode, he in orms him of his Capa— 
city to make himſelf eaſy and happy in it, by the Gift 
of Senſes, by their ready Organs, by ſhewing him the 
Structure of thoſe Organs, the Diipolition 0 the Ear 
for the Receipt of Sounds, of the Noſtril for Smell, 
the Tongue for Taſte, the Nerves to avoid Harms by 
our Feeling, and the Eye by our S'ght. 

The whole Work is concluded (as it is the Sum of 
fifteen Sermons in proof of the Exiſtence of the Deity) 
with Reflexions whch apply each diſtinct Part of it to 
an Erd, for which the Author may hope to be re- 
warded with an Immortality much more to be deſired, 
than that of remaii ing in eternal Honcur among all 


75 
Cictro's Letters to his Wife. 


HE Wits of this Iſland, for above ftv Years 

.  palt, inſtead of correcting che Vices of the Age, 
have done ail they could to inflame them. Marriage 
has been one of the common Hopicks of Ridicule that 
every Stage Scribbler hach found his Account in; for 
whenever there is an Occaſion for a Clap, an imperti- 
nent jeſt upon Matrimony is fure to raiſe it. This 
hath been attended with very pernicious Conſequences, 
Many a Country Squire, upon his ſetting up for a Man 
of the Town, has gone home in the Gaiety of his 
Heart, 
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Heart, and beat his Wife. A kind Huſbard hath 
been looked upon as a Clown, and a good Wife as a 

domeſtick Animal, unfit for the Company or Conver- 
{ation of the Beau-DMoxde. In ſhort, ſeparate Beds, 


ſilent Tables, and ſolitary Homes, have been ntro- 


duced by your Men of Wit and Pleaſure of the Age. 

As I ſhall always make it my Buſineſs to item the 
Torrents ot Prejudice and Vice, | ſhall take particular 
Care to put an honelt Father of a Family in Counte- 
nance, and endeavour to remove all the Evils out of 
that State of Life, which is either the molt happy or 
moſt miſerable that a Man can be placed in. In order 
to this, let us, if you pleaſe, conſider the Wits and 
well-bred Perſons of former Limes. I have ſhewn in 
another Paper, that Pliny, who as a Man of the 
greateſt Genius, as well as of the firſt Quality of his 
Age, did not think it below him to be a kin Huſband, 
and to treat his Wife as a Friend, Companion and 
Counſellor, I fhall give the like Inſtance of another, 
who in all Reſpecis was a much greater Man than 
Pliny, and hath writ a whole Book of Letters to his 
Wife. They are not ſo full of Turns as thoſe tran- 
lated out of the former Author, who writes very much 
lice a Modern, but are full of that beautiful Simplicity 
which is altogether natura!, and 1s the diſtinguiſhing 
Character of the beft antient Writers. The Author I 
am ſpeaking of, is C:ccro ; who, in the following Pal. 
ſages which I have taken out of his Letters, thews, 
that he did not think it inconſiſtent with the Politencſs 
of his Manners, or the Greatreſs of his Wiſdom, to 
ſtand upon Record in his domeſtick Character. 

Theſe Letters were written in a Time when he was 
baniſhed from his Country, by a Faction that then pre- 
vailed at Rome. 


CICERO wo TERENTIA. 
. 


Learn from the Letters of my Fricnds, ns 3 as from 

cc mon R, port, that you give incredible ging 5 „Vir. 
Fuer ond Fortitude, and that you are ind fatiga e in all 
Kinds of good Offices, How unhappy a Man am I, that a 
Weman 


2 
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. Women of your Virtue, Conſtancy, Honeur, and 204 Na- 
ture, foauld full into ſo great Dij! reſjts wpon my Account ! 
And that my dear Tulliola /bould be /o much affited for 
the Sake of a Father, with whom ſhe had once fa much 
Reaſon to be pleaſed ! How _ I mention littl: Cicero, 
ac firft Knox l:dge of * gings began avith the Senſe of 
his exon Miſ: ry ! I all this he d happened by the Decree: 
of Fate, as jeu winld kindly perjaage me, I could have 
horn it: But, clas! it is all befallen me by my on In- 
diſcretio oy auh tho ht aua Celoc ved Ey theſe tho t enwied 
mr, and did not join with them who for; ht my F, ien lib ip. 
- At preſent, fince my Friends bid me hi pn. oF. Gall rake 
Care of my Health, that I may enjoy the . net of vour 
aff echt nale Services, Plancius þ pes wwe may ſome Time 
ar other come together into Italy. If ever li ge to ſee 
that Day, ¶ 1 ever return to your dear Embraces ; in 
ſhort, if I ever again recover you and myſelf, I fhall think 
our corjugal Picty very well rewarded, — As fer ah 
you write to me about ſelling your Eſtate, con, der, (my 
dear Terentia) confs fer, alas] wwhat accu, be the Event 
ef it. IF our preſent Fortune continues to oppreſs us, erat 
will become of our poor Boy ! My Tears flaw fo faſt, that 


I am not able to aurite any further ; and I would not æoil- 


lingly make you Weep: with me.—Let us tale Care net ts y 
undo the Child that is already undone: If ewe can leave \ 
him any Thing, a little Firtue avill keep bim from M ant, . 
end a littl: Fortune raiſe him in the Hf orld. Mind your ö 
Health, and let me know frequent! achat you are daing. — 


Remember me to Tulliola and Cicero, 


II. 
ON*T fancy that J write langer Letters to any one 
than to yourſelf, unleſs auben I chance to recti ue a 
longer Letter from another, auhich I am indiſpcnſably 
ot liged to anſwer in every Particalar. The Truth of it | 
is, I hawe no Subject for a Letter at preſent ; and as my 
Aﬀ airs now fland, there is nothing more painful to me 
than writing. As for you, and our dear Tulliola, I can- 
not aurite to you without Abundance of Tears ; for I ſee 
bath of you miſerable, whom I always avi/f ed to be hatty, A 
and whom 1 cught to have made 1. t act uαονedge, 
yon have done | every Thing for me With the utmo/i Forti- 
tudt, 
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tude, and the utmoſt Affechion; ner indicd is it mere than 1 
expected from you ; though at the ſame Time it is a great 
Aggrawation of my ill Fortune, that the Afictions I ſuffer 
can be relicved only by thoſe which you undergo for ny 
Sate. For honeſt Valerius has auritten me a Letter, 
auhich ] could not read awithont qvieping very bitte y; 
wherein he gives me an Account of the publick Pro- 
celſten which you hade mate fer me at Rome Als! 
ny deareſt Life, muſt then Terentia, the Daring of my 
Soul, whoſe Favour and R ecomm ntition hawe been fe 
eftcn ſcught by others ; muſt my Terew':a romp under the 
IVcight of Su rear, appear in the Habit of a Mourner, 
pour out Fond: of Tears, and all this for ny Sade: for my 
Sade who have undone my Family, bi conſulting the Safety 
cf others ?— As for what you write about ſelling your” 
Houſe, 'T am very much afflidid, that nut at is laid out 
upon my Account, may any ach reduce yiu to M ry and 
Fant. If wwe can bring about tur Dig, Ive may in- 
deed recover every Thing ; but if Fortune ferfejis in per- 
ſecuting us, how can I think of your ſ«crificing for me the 
poor Remainder of your Poſſtſſions ** No, my deareſt Life, 
let me big you to let thoſe tear my Expences who are able, 
and perhups willing to doit ; and if you would fhew your 
Loge to me, do not injure your Health, wwhich is already 
6 too much impaired. You preſint your /elf before my Eyes 
| Day and Night ; I fee you lubouring amidjt innumerable 
Difficulties ; I am afraid left you ſhould fink under them; 
but I fird in you all the Qualifecations that are neceſſary 
to ſupport you : Be ſure therefore to cheriſb your Health, 


# | that you may compaſs the End of your Hopes and your En- 
| deavours.—— Farcwid, my Verentia, my Heart's Deſire, 
; farewel. — | 


| III. 4 
Riſtocritus hath delivered to me three of your Let - | 
X rs, which I have a/mnjt defaced with my Tears, 
O->! my Terentia, Ian conſumed with Grief, and feel 
the Wight of your Suffer: gs more than if my own, J 
am more miſerable than you are, notwithſtanding you are 
very much ſo; and that for this Reaſon, bicauſe, though 
T cur Calamity is common, it is my Fault that brought it 
| upon us, I ought to have died rather than hawe been 
driven 
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driven out of the City: I am therefore overwhelmed not 
only with Grief, but with Shame. I am aſhamed, that 1 
did not do my utmoſt for the beſt of Wiwe:, and the dear 
of Children. You are ever preſent before my Eyes in your 
Mourning, your Afiidtion, and your Sickneſs. Amidjt all 
«vhich, there ſcarce appecrs to me the haſt Glimmering of 
Hope —— However, as long as you hope, I will not deſprir. 
ne] uiii do what vou adviſe me. I have returned my 
Thanks to thuſe Fi iends whom you mentioned, aud have let 
them mean, that you howe ccquainted me «ith their good 
Oftces. I am ſcnfitle of Piſo's extracrtinary Zeal and 
Endecauours to ſerve me. Oh! awwouli the Gods grant 


that yu and I might live together in the E. joyment of juch 


a Hon iu. Laa, und of our dear Children. — A for aohat 
you write of y ur coming to me, if { deſire it, I would ra- 
ther you ſpould be where you ure, becauſe I knew yeu are 
my principal Agent at Rome. I hau ſucceed, I fhall 
come to you : If not—— But I need fey no mere. Be care- 
ful of your Health, and be aſſured, that mthing is, or ever 
WAI, fo d Car fo me «s yourſelf. Farce d, *. Terentia; 
1 fancy that I ſee you, and therifore cannot command my 
Weakneſs jo far as to refrain from Tears. 


IV. 

DON'T «orite to you as ren as I might, becuuſe, 
notawithjtanding 1 am affirzted at will Tims, I am quite 
overcome avith Sorrow whilji I am æcriting to you, or 
reading any Letters that I receive from vc. ch the/e 
Evils are not to be removed, 1 mu Hire to (ee you, my 
deareft Life, as foon as poſſite, and to die in your Embra- 
c; fince neither the Gods, a apm you alc, ys religiouſly 
at ipped, nor the Men, a Good I e ys promoted, 
bade rewarded us arcording to cur Doſe, ts, — Hat a 
difirefjed Wretch am If Should I M a wweck Woman, 
oppreſſed with Cares and Sicineſ ſr, to come and live xvith 
me, or ſhall I not aſk her? Can 1 live aviihout you ? But 
I find I muſt. If there be ary Hips of my Return, help 
it forward, and promote it as much as yeu are able. But 
if all that is over, as I fear it is, find ou! ſome If ay or 
other of coming to me. This you may be ſure /, that J 
ſhall not luck ujon myſelf as gute undone coli you are 
ith me. But what will beceme of Tulliola ? You maſt 
lock 


j 
Ut 


k 
jp 


about her. Whatever happens, we muſt take Care of 
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look to that; I muſt confeſs, 1 am entirely at a Loj: 


the Reputation and Marriage of that dear unfertunate 
Girl. As for Cicero, he fhall live in my Beſom and in 
my Arms. I cannot awrite any further, my Sorrows awill 
not let me——Support yourſelf, my dear Terentia, as we'! 
as you are able, We hawe lived and flouriſhed tegether 
ai the greateſt Flonours : It is not our Crimes, but our 
"irtucs that have diſtreſſed us.——T ate more than orai- 
nary Care of your Health; I am more affifted with your 


Sorrows than my own. Farewil, my Terentia, thou 


deare/} , faithf ul, /f 5 and beſt of WH es . 


Methinks it is a Pleaſure to ſee this great Man in his 
Family, who makes ſo different a Figure in the Forum 
or Senate of Rame. Every one admires the- Orator 
and the Conſul; but for my Part, i efteem the Huſ- 
band and the Father. His private Character, w th all 
the little Weakneſles of Humanity, is as amiable, as 
the Figure he makes in publick is awful and majeſtick. 
But at the ſame Time that I love to ſurprize ſo great 
an Author in his private Walks, and to ſurvey him in 
his moſt familiar Lights, I think it would be barbar- 
ous to form to ourſelves any Idea of Nlean-fpiri- 
tedneſs from thoſe natura! Openings of his Heart, and 
diſbarthening of his Thoughts to a Wife He has 
written ſeveral other Letters to the ſame Perſon, but 
none with ſo great Paſſion as theic of which I have 
given the forego: ng Extracts. 

It would be 1] Nature. not to acquaint the Engli/þ 
Reader, that his Wife was ſucceisful in her Solicita- 
tions foe this great Man, and ſaw her Hulband return 
to the Honours of which he had been deprived, with 
all the Pomp and Acclamation that uſually attend the 
greateſt I'riumph. TaTtLER, Vol. III. No. 159. 


CLEANLINESS 


S a Mark of Polneneſs. It is univerſally agreed 
upon, that no one, unadorn'd with this Virtue, can 

80 into Company without giving 2 manifeſt Oftence. 
Ihe caſter or higher any one's Fortune is, chis Duty 
riſes 
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riſes propor:ionably. The different Nations of the World 
are as inuch diſtinguiſhed by their Cleanlineſs, as by 
their Arts and Sciences. The more any Country is 
civilized, the more they conſult this Part of Politeneſs. 


We need but compare our Ideas of a Female Horten: 


tot and an Engliſh Beauty, to be ſatished of the Truth 
of what hath been advanced. 

In the next Place, Cleanlineſs may be ſaid to be the 
Foſter-Mother of Love. Beauty indeed moſt com- 
monly produces that Paſſion in the Mind, but Clean- 
lineſs preſerves it An indifferent Face and Perſon, 
kept in perpetual Neatneſs, hath won many a Heart 
from a pretty Slattern, Age itſelf is not unamiable, 
when it is preſerved clean and unſullied: Like a Piece 
of Metal conſtantly kept ſmooth and bright, we look 
on it with more Pleaſure than on a new Veſſel that is 
canker'd with Ruſt. 

I might obſerve farther, that as Cleanlineſs renders 
us agreeable to others, ſoit makes us eaſy to our- 
ſelves; that it is an excellent Preſervative of Health; 
and that ſeveral Vices, deſtructive both to Mind and 
Body, are incorfiltent with the Habit of it. But theſe 
Reilexions | hall leave to the Leifure of my Readers, 
and ſhall obſerve in the third Place, that 1: bears a 
great Analogy with Purity of Mind, and natura ly in- 


. Jpires refined 5Senuments and Paſſions. | 


We find from Experience, that through the Preva- 
lence of Cuſtom, the moſt vic.ous Actions loſe their 
Horror, by being made familiar to us. On the con- 
trary, thoſe who live in the Neighbuurhood of good 
Fxamples, fly from the firſt Appearances of what is 


ſhocking. It fares with us much aftcr the {ſame Man- 


ner, as our [deas. Our Senſes, which are the Inlets 
to all the Images conveyed to the Mind, can only 
tranſmit the Imprcfion of ſuch Things as uſually ſur— 
round them. So-that pure and unſuliie? Thoughts are 
naturally ſoggeſted to the Mind, by thoſe Objects that 
perpetually eacompals us, when they are beautiful and 

elegant in their Kind, 
In the Ealt, where the Warmth of the Climate 
makes Clcanlineſs more immediately neceſſary than in 
| colder 
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colder Countries, it is made one Part of their Reli- 


gion. The Fewih Law, (and the Mahometar, which 
in ſome Things copies aſter it) is filled with Bathings, 
Purifications, and other Rites of the like Nature. 
Though there is the above-named convenient Reaton 
to be aſſigned for theſe Ceremonies, the chief Inten- 
tion undoubtedly was to typify inward Purity and 
Cleanlineſs of Heart by thoſe outward Waſhings. We 
read {.veral Injunctions of this Kind in the Book of 
Deuteronomy, Which confirm this Truth ; and which 


are but ill accounted for by ſaving as ſome do, that 


they were only inſtituted for Convenience in the De- 
ſart, which otherwile could not have been habitable 
for ſo many Years. 

I ſhall conclude this Eſſay, with a Story which I 
have ſomewhere read in an Account of Mahometan 
Superſtitions. 

A Derviſe of great Sanity one Morning had the 
Misfortune as he took up a Cryſtal Cup, which was 
conſecrated to the Prophet, to let it fall upon the 
Ground, and caſh it in Pieces. His Son coming in, 
ſome Time after, he ſtretched out his Hand to bleſs 
him, as his Manner was. every Morning; but the 
Youth going out, ftumbled over the Threſhold, and 
broke his Arm. As the old Man wondered at theſe 
Events, a Caravan paſſed by in its Way from Mecca. 
The Derwviſe approached it to beg a Bleſſing ; but as 
he ttroked one of the holy Camels, he received a 
Kick from the Beaſt, that ſorely bruiſed him. His 
Sorrow and Amazement increaied upon him, till he 
recollected that through Hurry and Inadvertency, he 
had that Morning come abroad without walking his 
Hands. SPECTATOR, Vol. VIII. No. 631. 


COMMERCE. 


HERE is no Place in the Town which J fo 

much love to frequent as the Royal- Exchange. 

It gives me a ſecret Satisfaction, and, in ſome mea- 
ſure, gratifies my Vanity, as I am an Exgliſbman, to 
(ce ſo rich an Afſembly 'of Countrymen and Foreign- 
ers 
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ers conſulting together upon the private Buſineſs of 
Mankind, and making this Metropolis a kind of En- 
porium for the whole Earth. I mult confeſs I look 
upon High-Change to be a great Council, in which 
all conſiderable Nations have their Repreſentatives. 
Factors in the trading World are what AmballaCors 
are in the politick World; they negotiate Affairs, 
conclude Treaties, and maintain a good Correſpon- 
dence between thoſe wealthy Societies of Men that 
are divided from one another by Seas and Oceans, 
or live on the differert Extremities of a Continent. 
I have often been pleaſed to hear Diſputes adjuſted 
between an Inhabitant of Japan and an Alderman of 
Lordon, or to ſee a Sabjeft of the Great Mogul enter— 
ing into a League with one of the Czar of Miſcogy. 


am infinitely delighted in mixing with theſe ſeveral | 
 Minilters of Commerce, as they are diſtinguiſhed by 


their different Walks and different Languages: Some- 
times I am juſtled among a Body of Arminians: Some- 
times I am loſt in a Crowd of Jews ; and ſometimes 
make one in a Group of Dutchmen. I am a Dane, 
Swede, or Frenchman at different Times; or rather 


fincy myſelf like the old Philoſopher, who upon being 


aſced what Countryman he was, replied, that he was 
a Citizen of the World. 

Though I very frequently vint this buſy NMaultitade 
of People, I am known to nobody there but my 
Friend Sir Azdrezv, who often {miles upon me as he 
ſces me buithng in the Crowd, but at the fame Time 
connives at my Preſence witho..t taking any farther 
Notice of me. I here is indeed a Merchant of Egypt, 
who juſt knows me by Sight, having formerly rem tted 
me forme Money to Grand Calira; but as I am not 
verſed in the mcdern Ci, our Conicrences go no 
farther than a Bow and a Grimace. | 

This grand Scene ol Bulinets gives me an infinite 
Variety of ſolid and f{ubſtamial | ntertainments As 
Lam a great Lover of Maud, wy Heart natural y 


overflows with Pleaſure at the Sight of a p ofpe:ous 


and happy Multitude, ivtumuch that ac may pub'i.k 


Solemnities I caunot forbear expreſing my [oy with 


tears that have ftolen down my Cheeks. For this 


Reaion 
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Reaſon I am wonderfully delighted to ſee ſuch a Body 
of Men thriving in their own private Fortunes, and 
at the ſame Time promoting the publick Stock ; or in 
other Words, railing Eſtates for their own Familics, 
by bringing into their Country whatever is wanting, 
and carrying out of it whatever is ſuperſſuous. 

Nature ſeems to have taken a particular Care to 
diſſeminate her Bleſſings among the different Regions 
of the World, with an Eve to this mutual Intercourſe 
and Traffick among Mankind, that the Natives cf 
the fever] Parts of the Globe might have a kind of 
Dependence upon one another, and te united toge- 
ther by their common Intereſt. Almoſt every Degree 
produces ſome! hing peculiar to it. The Food often 
grows in one Country, and the Sauce in another. 
The Fruits of Portugal are corrected by the Products 
of Barbados: The Infuſion of a China Plant ſweet— 
ned with the Pith of an Indian Cane. Tile Philit;in 
Iflands give a Flavour to our Furepean Bowls. The 
ſingle Drefs of a Woman of Quality is often the Pro- 
duct of an hundred Climates. Ihe Maff and the Fan 
come together from the different Ends of the Earth. 
The Scarf is ſent from the Torrid Zone, ard the Tip- 
pet from beneath the Pole. The Brocade Petticoat 
riſes oat of the Mines of Peru, and the Diamond 
Necklace out of the Bowels of 7: 7://7a". 

If ve conſider our own Country in its natural Pro- 
ſpe, without any of the Benctts and Advantages of 
Commerce, what a barren mn comfortable 81 ot of 
Earth falls to our Share! Natural Hittorians Tel us, 
that no Fruit grows originally among vs, beſides Hips 
and Haws, Acorns and Pig-Nuts, with other Deh- 
caciez of the like Nature: That our Climate of itſelf, 
and without the Aſüſtances of Art, can make no far- 
thcr pad towards a Plumb than to a Sloe, and 
carrics an Apple to no greater a Perfection than a Crab: 
That our Melons, our Peaches, our Figs, o'r Apri- 
cots, and Cherries, are Stranger: ameng us, imported 
in different Ages, and naturalized in our Eug li Gar- 
dens; and that they would all degenerate and fall 
away into the Traſh of our own Country if they were 
wholly neglected by the Planter, and left to the Mez- 
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cy of the Sun and Soil, Nor has Traffick more en- 
ricked our vegetable World, than it has improved 
the whole Face of Nature among us. Our Ships are 
laden with the Harveſt of every Climate: Our Tables 
are ſtored with Spices, and Oils, and Wines: Our 
Rooms are filled with Pyramids of Chino, and adorn'd 
with the Workmanſhip of Japan: Our Morning's 
Draught comes to us from the remoteſt Corners of tae 
Farth; We repair our Bodies by the Drugs of Ame 


rica, and repoſe ourſelves under [udizn Canopies. My 


Friend Sir Andrew calls the Vineyards of France our 
Gardens; the Spice-Iſlands, our Hot-beds ; the Per- 
/fians our Silk Weavers, and the Chine/e our Potters. 
Nature indeed furniſhez us with the bare Neceſiaries 
of Life, but 'Traftick gives us a great Variety of what 
is uſeful, and at the ſame time ſupplics us with every 
thing that is corverient and ornamental. Nor 1s 11 
the leaſt Part of this our Happineſs, that whilſt we 
enjoy the remoteſt Products of the North and South, 
we are free from thoſe Extremitics of Weather which 
ge them Birth: That our Eyes are refreſhed with 
the green Fields of Britain, at the fame time that 
our Palates are feaſted with Fruits that riſe betwcen 
the Tropicks. 

For theſe Reaſons there are not more uſeful Mem- 
bers in a Commonwealth than Mu chants. 1 hey knit 
Mankind together in a mutual Intercourſe ot good 
Offices, diſtribute the Gifts of ' Nature, find Work for 
the Poor, and Wealth to the Rich, and Maygniftcence 
to the Great. Our Erg/ih Merchaut converts the 
'Tin of his own Country into Gold, and exchaavges 
his Wool for Rubies. The Mabometans are cloathed 
in our Britih Manufacture, and the Inhabitants of 
the frozen Zone warmed with the Fleeccs' of our 
Sheep. 

When J have been upon the Change, I have often 
fancied one of our old Kings ſtanding in Perſon, where 
he is repreſented in Eftizy, aud looking down upon 
the wealthy Concourſe of Peop'e v.ith which that Place 
is every Day filed. In this Cale, how would he be 
ſurprized to hear all the Languages of Eurpe ſpoken 


in this little Spot of his former Dominions, and to 
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ſee ſo many private Men, who in his Time wou'd 
have been the Vaſfuls of ſome powerful Baron, nego- 
tiating like. Princes for greater Sums of Money than 
were tormerly to be met with in the Royal Treaſury ! 
rade, without enlarging the B/ 7b Territories, has 
given us a Kind of additional Empire : It has multi- 
Pp; * the Number of the Rich, made our Landed 
.itates jnfiuitely more valuable than they were fore 
mely , aad added to them an Acceſſion of other Eſtates 

4 valuable as the Lands themſelves. 
SPECITA'LOR, Vol. I. No. 69. 


COM MON PRAYER. 


II E Well reading of the Common- prayer is of 
jo great Importance, and fo much neglected, 


that 1 take the Liberty to offer to your Conſideration 


tome Parziculars on that Subject: And what more 
worthy your Obſervation than this? A Thing fo 
dublick, and of ſo high Conſequence. It is indeed 
Woldertul, that the frequent - Exerciſe of it ſhould 
d mas the Performers of that Duty more expert 
in it This in ty, as | conceive, proceeds from 
the lite Care that is taken of their reading, While 
Boys and at School, where when they are got into 
Latin, they are looked upon as above Ergli//, the 
reading of which is wholly neg'ected, or at leaſt 
re ad to very little purpoſe, without any de Obler- 
vations made to them ef the proper Accent and 
Manner of reading; by this mears they have ac- 
quared ſuch i! Habits as won't eatily be removed. 
Ine ouly way that I know of to remedy this, is to 
propoſe ſome Person of great Ability that way as a 
Pattern for them; Example being moſt effectual 
to convince the learned, as well as inſtruct the 
Iga „al. t 

You muſt know, Sir, I've been a conſtant Fre— 
quenter of the Service of the Church of EMalund tor 
above theſe four Years laſt paſt, and till Sunday was 
Sevennight never dilcovered, to ſo great a Degree, 
the Excellency of the Common prayer. When being 
at St. /ames's Garlick-Kill Church, J heard the Ser— 
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vice read ſo diſtinctly, ſo emphatically, and ſo fer- 
vently, that it was next to an Impoſſibility to be un- 
attentive. My Eyes and my Thoughts could not 
wander as uſual, but were confin'd to my Prayers: I 
then conſidered I addreſſed myſelf to the Almighty, 
and not to a beautiful Face, And when I reflected 
on my former Performances of that Duty, I found 
I had run it over as a matter of Form, in compariſon 
to the Manner in which I then diſcharged it. My 
Mind was really affected, and fervent W ithes acc m- 
panied my Words. The Confeſſion was read. with 
ſuch a reſigned Humility, the Abſolution wita ſuch a 
comfortable Authority, the Thankſgivings with ſuch 
a religious Joy, as made me feel thoſe Affections of 
the Mind in a Manner I never did before. To re- 
medy therefore the Grievance above complained of, 
I humbly propoſe, that this excellent Reader, upon 
the next and every annual Aſſembly of the Clergy of 
Sion-College, ard all other Conventions, ſhould read 
Prayers before them. For then thoſe that are afraid 
of ſtretching their Mouths aid ſpoiling their ſoft 
Voice, will learn to read with Clearneſ:, Londne!s. 
and Strength. Others that affect a rakiſn negligens 

Air by folding their Arms, and lolling on their Pook, 
will be taught a decent Behaviour, and come iy Frec- 
tion of Body. Thoſe that read fo faſt as it pati. 
ent of their Work, may Tearn to ſpeak deliberatel; 

There is another fort of Perſons whom I call Pinda- 
rick Readers, as being confined to no ſet Meaiue ; 
theſe pronounce five or fix Words wich greit Delibe- 
ration, and the five or fix ſubſequent ones. with as 
great Celerity: The firſt part cf a Sentence with a very 
exal:ed Voice, and the latter part with a ſubmiſive 
one : Sometimes again with one Sort of a Tone, and 
immediate'y aſter with a very different one. Tee Gen- 
tlemen will learn of my admired Reader an Evenneſs 
of Voice and Delivery. And all who are innocent of 
theſe Affectations, but read with ſuch an Ind ifferency 
as if they did not underſtand the Language, may 
then be informed of the Art of Reading mov ingly 
and fervently, how to place the Emphatis, and give 
the proper Accent to cach Word, and how to vary 
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the Voice according to the Nature of the Sentence, 


There is certainly a very great Difference between 


the reading a Prayer and a Gazette, which 1 beg of 
you to inform a Set of Readers, w ho affect, forſooth, 
a certain Gentleman,: like Familiarity of "Tone, and 
mend the Language as they go on, crying inſtead of 
pardoneth and abſolveth, pardons and abſolves. 
' keſe are often pretty claſſical Scholars, and would 
taink it an unpardonable S'n to read Virgil or Martial 
with {o litt'e Taſte as they do divine Service. 

his {r.differency ſeems to me to ariſe from the 


Endeavour of avoid:ng che Imputation of Cant, and 


the falſe Notion of it. It will be proper therefore to 
trace the Origiral and Sign:.fication of this Word. 
Cant is, by ſeme People, derived from one Andreao 
Cant, Who, they fay, was a Preibyterian Miniſter in 
ſome illiterate Part of Scotland, who by Exerciſe and 
Cie had obtained the Faculty, a/ias Gift, of talking 
in the Pulpit in ſuch a Dialect, that it's ſaid he was 
Fond by none but his on Congregation, and 

ot by all of them. Since Mr. Cant's time, it has 
ae anderſtood in a larger Senſe, and ſignifies all 
ſudten Lxclamations. Whinings, unuſual Tones, and 
n fine all pray ing and preach: ng, like the unlearned 
of the Preſbyterians. Burt I hope a proper Elevation 
of Voice, a due Emphaſis and Accent, are not to 
come within this Detcription : So tnat our Readers 
may ſtill be as unlike the Preibyterians as they pleaſe. 


The Diſſenters (I mean ſuch as I have heard) do in- 


decd elevate their Voices, but it is with ſudden Jumps 
from the lower to the higher Part of them ; and that 


with ſo little Senſe or Skill, that their Elevation and 


Cadence is bawling and muttering. They make uſe 
of an Emphaſis, but ſo improperiy, that it is often 

p'aced on ſome very inſigaificant Particle, as upon 7/, 
or aud. Now if theſe Improprieties have ſo great an 
Effect on the People, as we ſee they have, how great 
an Influence would the Service of our Church, con- 
taining the beſt Prayers that ever were compoſed, anl 
that in l'erms moſt affecting, moſt humble, and moſt 
expreſhve of our Wants, and Dependence on the Ob- 


ject of our Worſhip, 81 8 in moſt proper Order, 
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and void of all Confuſion; what Influence, I ſay, 
would theſe Prayers have, we:e they deliver'd with a 
due Emphaſis, and appoſite Rifting and Variation of 


Voice, the Sentence concluded with a gentle Cadence, 
and, in a Word, with ſuch an Accent and Turn of 


Spzech as is peculiar to Prayer. 
As the matter of Worſhip is now managed, in 
diſſenting Congregations, yoa find inſignificant Words 
and Phraſes raiſed by a lively Vehemence; in our 
own Churches, the moſt exalted Senſe depreciated. 
by a diſpaſſionate Indolence. I remember to have 
heard Dr. S-----e ſay in his Pu'pit, of the Common- 
prayer, that, at leaſt, it was as perfect as any thing 
of human Inſtitution: If the Gentlemen who err in 
this Kind would pleaſe to recollect the many Pleu- 
ſantries they have read upon thoſe who recite good 
Things with an ill Grace, they would go on to think 
that what in that Cale is only ridiculous, in them- 
ſelves is impious. But leaving this to their own Re- 
flections, I ſhall conclude this Trouble with what C 
far ſaid upon the Irregularity of Tone in one u 
read before him, Do you read or fing ? If you fro. en 

fing Very ill. | 
SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 1337 
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COMPLAISANCE. 


W.AS the other Day in company at my Lady Li- 

zard's, when there came in among us their Couſin 
Tom, who is one of thoſe Country 'Squires that ſer up 
for plain honeſt Gentlemen, who ſpeak their Minds, 
Tom is, in ſhort, a lively impudent Clown, and has Wit 
enough to have made him a picaſant Companion, had 
it been poliſhed and rectified by Good manners. Tor: 
had not been a quarter of an Hour with us, before he 
ſet every one in the Company a bluſhing, by ſome blunt 
Queſtion, or unlucky Obſervation. He aſked the 
Sparkler if her Wit had yet got her a Huſband ; and 
told her eldeſt Siſter ſhe lookud a little wan under the 
Eyes, and that it was time for her to look abou: her, 
if ſhe did not deſign to lead Apes in the other World. 
The good Lady Lizard, who ſuffers more than her 
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Daughters on ſuch an Occaſion, deſired her Couſin 
homas with a Smile, not to be ſo ſevere on his Rela- 
tions ; to which the Booby replied, with a rude Coun- 
try Laugh, It I be not miſtaken, Aunt, you were a 
Mother at Fifteen, and why do you expect, that your 
Daughters ſhould be Maids till Five and Twen' . 
endeavoured to divert the Nitcourſe, when without 
taking notice of what I ſaid. Mr. Jronſide, ſays he, 
you fill my Couſins Heads with your fine Notions as 
vou Call them, an you teach them to make a Pud- 
wing | ? I muſt confeſs he put me out of Countenance 
th bis Ruſtick Rallery, ſo that 1 made ſome Ex- 
cule, and left the Room. 
This Fellow's Behaviour made me reſlect on the 
Uſefulneſs of Complaiſance, to make all Converſa- 
tion agreeable. This, tho' in itſelf it be ſcarce 
reckoned in the number of Moral Virtues, is that 
which gives a Luſtre to every Talent a Man can be 
poſſeſt of. It was Plates Advice to an unpoliſhed 
Writer, that he ſhould ſacriſice to the Graces. In the 
lame manner I would adviſe every Man of Learning, 
who woald not appcar in the World a mere Scholar, 
cr Fhiloſopher, to make himſelf Mafler of the ſocial 
Virtue which I have here mentioned. 
Complaitance renders a e amiable, an Equal 
agreceable, and an Inferior acceptable. It ſmooths 
ID. RinEtion, ſweetens Converſation, and makes every 
one in the Company pleaſed with himſelf It produ- 
ces Good nature and mutual Benevolence, encourages 
the Timorous, ſooths the "Turbulent, humaniſes the 
Fierce, and diflinguithes a Society of civilized Per- 
ſons from a Confuſion of Savages. In a Wore, Com- 
piaiſance is a Virtue that blends all Orders of Men 
together in a friendly Intercourſe of Words an] Adi; 
ons, and -15 ſuited to that Equality in Human Nature 
wiaich every one ought to conſider, fo far as is con- 
ſitent with the Order and Oeconomy of the World. 
If we could look into the ſecret Anguiſh and Af, 
fliction of every Man's Heart, we ſhould often find. 
that more of it arilcs from little imaginary Diſtreſſes, 


ſ.ch as Checks, Frowns, Contradictions, Expreſſions 
of 
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e Contempt, and (what Shakeſpear reckons among 
other Evils under the Sun) 


Je poor ' Man's Contumely, 
The Insolence of Office, and the Sturns 
That patient Merit of the Unxvorthy takes, 


1 than from the more real Pains and Calamities of Lite. 
mY The only Method to remove theſe imaginary Diſtreſ. 
©, ſes as much as poſſible out of Human Life, would be 
og the univerſal Practice of ſuch an ingenuous Compla:- 
1— fance as I have been here deſcribing, which, as it is 
- a Virtue, may be defined to be, 4 corſtlant Endea- 
** Vour ts tlenſfe thoj: whom eve converſe , ſo fer as 
We MNY ao it tnnoc ntly. | ſha!l here add, that I know 
” nothing ſo eſfectual to raiſe a Man's Fortune as Com- 
L- plaiſance, which recommends more to the Favour of 
AS the Great, than Wu, Knowledge, or any other Pa- 
bt tent whatſoever. I find this Conſideration very pret- 
_= tily illuſtrated by a little wild Arabian Tale, which I 
d jhall here abridge, for the ſake of my Reader, after 
C having again warned him, that I do not recommend 
1 to him ſuch an im-ertinent or vicious Complaiſance as 
7 is not conſiſtent with Honour and Integrity. 
1 © Schacabac being reduced to great Poverty, and 
„ having eat nothing for two Days together, made a 
1 « Viſit to a noble Barmecide in Perjia, who was very 
5 b hoſpitable, but withal a great Humouriſt. The Bar- 
4 * zecid? was fitting at his Table that ſeemed ready 


- | « covered for an Entertainment. Upon hearing Scha- 


5 « cabac's Complaint, he deſired him to fit don and 
* N % fall on. He then gave him an empty Plate, and 
- 2 „ aiked him how he liked his Rice-Soup. Schaca- 
: 3 © hac, who was a Man of Wit, and relolve.l to com 
1 | « p'y with the Burmecide in all his Humours, told him. 
| h « 'twas admirable, and at the ſame time, in Imita- 
- f „tion of the other, lift2d vp the empty Spoon to his 
„ „ Mouth with great Piegiure. The Ba, mecide then 
| | © aſked lim if he ever ſaw whiter Bread? Schbacabac,. 
- ü % who ſaw neither Bread nor Meat: If I did not like 
, : * it, you may be ſure, ſays he, I ſhould not eat (0: 
* b heartily of it. You oblige me mightily, reply'dèꝗ Þ} 
; the Barmecide, pray let me help you ta this Leg 
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of a Gooſe. Schacobac reached out his Plate, and 
received nothing on it with great Chearfulneſs. As 
he was eating very heartily on this imaginary Goole, 
and crying up the Sauce to the Skies, the Barme- 
cide defired him to keep a Corner of his Stomach 
for a roaſted Lamb fed with Piſtacho Nuts, and af- 
ter having called for it as tho” it had really been 
** ſerved up, Here is a Diſh, ſays he, that you will 
** fee at nobody's Table but my own. Schacabac was 
'* wonderfully delighted with the Taſte of it, which 
is like nothing, ſays he, I ever eat before. Seve- 
ral other nice Diſhes were ſerved up in Idea, which 
both of them commended, and feaſted on after the 
** fame manner. This was followed by an 1aviſible 
'* De/ert, no part of which delighted Schacabac to 
* much as a certain Lozenge, which the Barmecide 
told him. was a Sweetmeat of his own Invention. 
* Schacabac at length, being courteouſly reproached by 
* the Barmecide, that he had no Stomach, and that 


- r 


; he eat nothing, and at the ſame time, being tired 
with moving his Jaws up and down to no Purpole, 
[4 deſired to be excuſed, for that really he was ſo full | 
i © he could not eat a Bit more. Come then, ſays ; 
, the Barmicid:, the Cloth ſha!l be removed, and you 
| * ſhall taſte of my Wines, which I may ſay, without 
4 „Vanity, are the beſt in Pera. He then f//:d both 
| © their Glaſſes out of an empty Decanter. Schacabac 
„ would have excufed himſelf from drinking ſo much 
at once, becauſe he ſaid he was a little quarrelſome : 
* in his Liquor; however being preſt to it, he pre- ' 
{© tended to take it off, having belore-hand praiſed 
„ the Colour, and afterwards the Flavour. Being 
„ ply'd with two or three other imaginary Bumpers 
„of different Wines, equally delicious, and a little 
„% vexcd with. this fantaſtick Treat, te pretended to 
«« grow ſluſtered, and gave the Barmecide a good Box 
on the Ear, but immediately recovering himſelf, 
Sir, ſays he, I beg ten thouſand Pardons, but I 
told you before, that it was my Misfortune to be 
% quarcelſome in my Drink. The Barmecide could 
« not but ſmile at the Humour of his Gueſt, and in— 
ſtead of being angry at him, I find, ſays he, thou. 
| are 
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« art a complaiſant Fellow, and deſerveſt to be enter- 
« tained in my Houſe. Since thou canſt accommodate 
« thyſelf to my Humour, we will now eat. together in 
„ good earneſt. Upon which calling for his Supper, 
© the Rice-Soup, the Gooſe, the Piſtacho-Lamb, 
© the ſeveral other nice Diſhes, with the Det, the 
« Lozenges, and all the Variety of Perfian Wines 
«© were ſerved up ſucceſſively, one after another; and 
«© Schacabac was fealted in Reality, with thoſe very 
„things which he had before been entertained with 


in Imagination.” GuaRrDIaN, Vol. II. No. 162. 


ConjJſyucal AFFECTION. 
WAS walking about my Chamber this Morning 
I in a very gay Humour, when I ſaw a Coach ſtop 
at my Door, and a Youth about fifteen alighting out of 
it, whom I perceived to be the eldeſt Son of my Bo- 
ſom-Friend, that I gave ſome Account of in my Paper 
of the 17th of the lat Month. I felt a ſenſible Plea- 


ture riſing in me at the Sight of him, my Acquain- 


tance having begun with his Father when he wes juſt 


' ſuch a Stripling, and about that very Age. When he 


came up to me, he togk me by the Hand, and burſt 
deut in Tears. I was extremely moved, and immedi- 
ately ſad, Child, How does your Father do? He be- 
gan to reply, My Mother — But could not go on for 
weeping, I went down with him into the Coach, 
and gathered out of him, that his Mother was then 


dying, and that while the holy Man was doing the 


lait Offices to her, he had taken that Time to come 


and call me to his Father, who (he ſaid} would cer- 


tainly break his Heart, if I did not go and comfort 
him. The Child's Diſcretion in coming to me of 
his own Head, and the 'Tenderneſs he ſhewed for his 
Parents, would have quite overpowered me, had-I not 
reſolved to fortify myſelf for the ſeaſonable Performan- 
ces of thoſe Du ies which I owed to my Friend. As 
we were going, I could not but reflect upon the Cha- 


racter of that excellent Woman, and the Greatneſs of 


his Grief for the Loſs of one who has ever been the 
Support to him under all other Afflictions. How 
(thought 1) will he be able to bear the Hour of her 
Death, that could not, when J was lately with him, 

| ſpeak. 


* 
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ipeak of a Sickneſs, which was then paſt, without Sor- 
row. We were now got pretty far into Weſimin/tcy, 
and arrived at my Friend's Houſe. At the Door of 
it I met Favonius, not without a ſecret Satisfaction to 
tind he had been there. I had formerly converſed 
with him at his Houſe ; and as he abounds with that 
Sort of Virtue and Knowledge which makes Religion 
beautiful, and never leads tie Converſation into the 
Violence and Rage of Party Diſputes, I liſtened to 
him with great Pleaſure. Our Diſcourſe chanced to, 
be upon the Subject of Death, which he treated with 
uch a Strength of Reaſon, and Greatneſs of Soul, that 
inſtead of being terrible, it appeared to a Mind rightly 
BK cultivated, altogether to be contemned, or rather to be 
11 deiired. As I met him at the Door, I ſaw in his Face 
1K a certain Glowing of Grief aud Humanity, heightened 
with an Air of Fortitude and Reſolution, which, as 1 
a fterwards found, had {uch an irreſiſtible Force, as to 
tuſpend the Pains of the Dying, and the Lamentation 
of the neareſt Friends who attended her. I went up 
directly to the Room where ſhe lay, and was met at 
the Entrance by my Friend, who, notwithſtanding his 
Thoughts had been compoſed a little before, at the 
Sight of me turned away his Face and wept. The 
little Family of Children, renewed the Expreſſions of 
their Sorrow, according to their ſeveral Ages and De- 
grees of Underitanding. The eldeſt Daughter was in 
Lears, buſied in Attendance upon her Mother; others 
were kneeling about the Bedſide : And what troubled 
me moſt was, to ſee alittle Boy, who was too young 
to know the Reaſon, weeping only becauſe his Sitters 
did. The only one in the Room who ſeemed refigned 
and comforted, was the dying Perſon. At my Ap- 
prozch to the Bedſide, ſhe told me, with a low bro- 
ken Voice, This is kindly done — Take Care of your 
Friend Don't go ſrom him. She had before taken 
i 1 Leave of her Huſband and Children, in a Manner pro- 
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per for ſo ſolemn a Parting, and with a Gracefulneſs 
| | peculiar to a Woman of her Charadter. My Heart 
BS) was torn in Pieces to ſee the Huſband on one Side ſup- 
14 preſing and keeping down the Swellings of his Grief, 


far fear of dillurbing her in her laſt Moments; and the 
i Wife 
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Wife even at that Time concealing the Pains ſhe en- 
dured, for fear of increaſing his Affliction. She kept 
her Eyes upon him for ſome Moments after ſhe grew 
ſpecchleſs, and ſoon after cloſed them for ever. In 
the Moment of her Departure, my Friend (who had 
1 thus far commanded himſelf) gave a deep Groan, and 
4 fell into a Swoon by her Bedſide. The Diſtraction of 
tie Children, who thought they ſaw both their Parents 
expiring together, and now lying dead before them, 
would have melted the hardeſt Heart; but they ſoon 
perceived their Father recover, whom I helped to re- 
move into another Room, with a Reſolution to accom- 
pany him till the firſt Pangs of his Affliction were 
abated. I knew Conſolation would now be imper- 
tinent, and therefore contented myſelf to fit by 
him, and condole with him in Silence, For I ſhall 
here uſe the Method of an antient Author, who in one 
of his Epiſtles relating the Virtues and Death of Ma- 
crinu's Wife, expreſſes himſelf thus: © I ſhall ſuſperd 
« my Advice to this belt of Friends, till he is made 
capable of receiving it by thoſe three great Reme- 
% dies, { Neceſſitas igſa, Dies longa, & Satietas woloris ) 
«© The Neceſſity of Submiſtion, Length of Time, and 
*« Satiety of Grief.” 

In the mean Time, I cannot but conſider with much 
| Commileraiion, the melancholy State of one who has 
3 had ſuch a Part of himſelf torn from him, and which 

he miſſes in every Circumſtance of Life. His Condi- 
dition is like that of one who has lately loft his Right 
| Arm, and is every Moment oſtering to help himlelf 
with it. He does not appear to himſelf the ſame Per- 
ſon in his Houſe, at his 'Table, in Company, or in Re- 
tirement ; and loſes the Relich of all the Pleaſures and 
Diverſions that were before entertaining to him by her 
þ Participation of them. Ihe moſt agreeable Objects re- 
| cal the Sorro for her with whom he uled to enjoy 
them. This additional Satisfaciion, from the Taſte of 

Pleaſares in the Society of one we love, is admirably 

deſcribed in Milton, who repreſents Eve, though in Pa- 
; radiſe itſelf, no farther pleaſed with the beautiful Ob- 
jects around her, than as ſhe ſees them in Company 
with Adam, in that Paſſage ſo inexpreſſibly charming. 
| With 
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With thee converſing I forget all Time, 

All Seaſons, and their Change; all pleaſe alike. 

Saveet is the Breath of Morn, her Riſing feet 

With Charm of earlieji Birds; pleaſant the Sun, 

Il hen firſt on this delightful Land he ſpread 

His Orient Beams, on Herb, Tree, Fruit and Fliaver, 

Glift ring with Dew ; fragrant the fertile Earth) 
Aster ſoft Show'rs, and ſweet the coming on 

Of grateful Ew'ning mild; the filent Night, 

With this her ſolemn Bird, and this fair Moon, 

And thiſe the Gems of Heaven, her Starry Train. 

But neither Breath of Morn when /he aſcends 

With Charm of earlieſt Birds, nor riſing Sun 

In this delightful Land, ner Herb, Fruit, Flower, 

Gli ring with Deav, nor Fragrance after Showers, 

Nor grateful Ev'ning mild, nor filent Night, 

With this her ſolemn Bird, ner Walk by Neon, 

Or giit'tring Star-light, without thee is foveet. 

TaTLER, Vol. II. No. 114. 


Laon ATFLICTION. 


Cheapfide, July 18 
T Have lately married a very pretty Body, who be- 
« ing ſomething younger and richer than myſeif, ] 
Was adviſed to go a Wooing to her in a finer Suit of 
* Clothes than ever I wore in my Life ; for I love to 
« dreſs plain, and ſuitable to a Man of my Rank. How- 
« ever, I gained her Heart by it. Upon the Wedding- 
« day I put myſelf, according to Cuſtom, in another 
* Suit Fire-new, with Silver-Buttons to it. I am ſo 
% out of Countenance among my Neighbours upon 
„ being ſo fine, that I heartily wiſh my Clothes well 
* worn out. I fancy every body obſerves me as J 
« walk the Street, and long to be in my old plain Geer 
„again. Beſides, forſooch, they have put me in a 
« Silk Night-gown, and a gaudy Fool's Cap, and make 
« me noy/ and then ſtand in the Window with it. I 
« am aſham'd to be dandled thus, and can't look in the 
« Glaſs without bluſhing to ſee my ſelf turned into ſuch 
a pretty little Maſter. "hey tell me I muſt appear 
„in my Wedding-ſuit for the firſt Month at leaſt ; after 
« which 
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which I am reſolved to come again to my every 
Day's Clothes, for at preſent every Day is Sunday 
« with me. Now in my Mind, Mr. Ironſide, this is the 


„ wrongelt way of proceeding in the World. When 


« a Man's Perſon is new and unaccuſtomed to a young 
* Body, he does not want any thing elſe to ſet him off, 
„ The Novelty of the Lover, has more Charms than 
* a Wedding-ſuit. 1 ſhould think therefore, that a 
„Man ſhould keep his Finery for the latter Seaſons 
of Marriage, and not begin to dreſs till the Honey. 
moon is over. I have obſerv'd at a Lord-Mayor's 
'« Feaſt, that the Sweet-meats don't make their Ap- 
*« pearance till People are cloy'd with Beef and Mut- 
ton, and begin to loſe their Stomachs. But inſtead 
of this, we ſerve up Delicacies to our Gueſts, when 
their Appetites are keen, and coarſe Diet when their 

Bellies are full, As bad as | hate my Silver- button'd 
Coat and Silk Night-gown, I am afraid of leaving 

them of, not knowing whether my Wife won't re- 

pent of her Marriage when ſhe ſees what a plain 
« Man ſhe has to her Huſband. Pray, Mr. I-on/iac, 
ce write ſomething to prepare her for it, and let me 
* know whether you think ſhe can ever love me in a 
* Hair Button. 

Jam, &c. 


P. S. «I forgot to tell you of my white Gloves, 
which they ſay too, I mult wear all the firſt Month.” 


My Correſpondent's Obſervations are very juſt, and 
may be uſeful in low Life, but to turn them to the Ad- 
vantage of People in higher Stations, I ſhall raiſe the 
Mora}, and obſerve ſomething parallel to the Wooin 
and Wedding ſuit, in the Behaviour of Perſons of Fi- 
gure. After long Experience in the World, and Re- 
flexions upon Mandind, I find one particular Occaſion 
of unhappy Marriages, which, though very common, 
is not very much attended to. What I mean is this. 


Every Man in the Time of Courtſhip, and in the firſt 


Entrance of Marriage, puts on a Behaviour like my 
Correſpondent's Holiday Suit, which is to laſt no lon- 
Zer than till he is ſettled in. che Poſſeſſion of his Miſtreſs, 
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He reſigns his Inclinations and Underſtanding to her 
Humour and Opinion. He neither Loves nor Hates, 
nor Talks, nor "Thinks in Contradi&on to her. He 
is controlled by a Nod, mortified by a Frown, and tran - 
ſported by a Smile. The poor young Lady fa'ls in 
Love with this ſupple Creature, and expects of him the 
ſame Behaviour for Life. In a little Time ſhe finde 
that he has a Will of his own, that he pretends to dil- 
like what ſhe approves, and that inſtead of treating her 
like a Goddeſs, he uſes her like a Woman. What 
ſtill makes the Misfortune worſe, we find the moſt ab- 
jet Flatterers degenerate into the greateſt Tyrants. 
This naturally filis the Spouſe with Sullenneſs and Dit- 
content, Spleen and Vapour, which, with a little diſ— 


creet Management, make a very comfortable Marriage. 


I very much approve of my Friend Tom Tyuclowe in 
this Particular. em made Love to a Woman of Senſe, 
and always treated her as ſuch during the whole Time 


of Courtſhip. His natural Temper and Good-breed- 


ing, hindred him from doing any thing diſagreeable, as 
his Sincerity and Frankneſs of Behaviour made him 
converſe with her, before Marriage, in the ſame. Man- 
ner he intended to continue to do afterwards. Tom 
would often tell her, Madam, you ſee what a ſort of 
Man Jam. If you will take me with all my Faults 
about me, I promiſe to mend rather than grow worſe. 
I remember 7: was once hinting his Diſlike of ſome 
little Trifle his Miſtreſs had ſaid or done. Upon which 
ſhe aſked him, How he would talk to her after Mar- 
riage, if he talked at this Rate before? No, Madam, 
ſays Tom, I mention this. now, becauſe you are at your 
own Diſpoſal ; were vou at mine, [ ſhould be too ge- 
nerous to do it. In ſhoit 77% ſucceeded, and has ever 
ſince been better than his Word. The Lady has been 
dHappointed on the right Side, and has found nothing 
more diſagreeable in the Huſband. than ſhe diſcovered 
in the Lover. GVARDIAxN, Vol. II. No. 113. 


CONTENTMEN T. 


Nquiries after Happineſs, and Rules for attaininy 
it, are not ſo neceſſary and uſeful to Mankind 
- M$ 
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ler 
es, as the Arts of Conſolation, and ſupporting ones ſelf 
He under Affliction. The utmoſt we can hope for in this 
m- World is Contentment; if we aim at any thin 
in higher, we ſhall meet with nothing but Grief and 
he Diſappointment. A Man ſhould direct all his Studies 
ics and Endeavou.s at making himſelf eaſy now, and 
lil happy hercatter. 
Tos The Truth of it is, if all- the Happineſs that is 
nat diſperſed through the whole Race of Mankind in this 
1b - World were drawn together, and put into the Poſſeſ- 
ts. ſion of any ſingle Man, it would not make a very 
iſ- happy Being. I'hough on the contrary, if the Mi- 
i- ſeries of the whole Species were fixed in a ſingle Per- 
ge. ſon, they would make him a very miterable one. 
in I am engaged in this Subject by the following Let- 
ſe, ter, which, though ſubſcribed by a fictitious Name, 
ne I have reaſon to believe is not imaginary. 
d- 
as Mr. SpeECTATOR, a 
m NAM one of your Diſciples, and endeavour to 
n- % live up to your Rules, which I hope will incline 
2 * you to pity my Condition: I ſhall open it to you in 
of * a very few Words. About three Years ſince a 
ts * Gentleman, whom, I am ſure, you yourſelf would 
e. % have approved, made his Addrefſes to me. He- 
ne * * had every thing to recommend lim but an Eſtate, 
ch 3 * ſo that my Friends, who all of them appiauded his 
r- A * Perſon, would not for the ſake of both of vs fa- 
n, „ vour his Paſfion. For my own Part, I refigzed 
ur ; e mylelf up entirely to the Direction of thoſe who 
e- g * knew the World much better than myielf, but ſtill 
er © | lived in hopes that tome ſuncture or other would 
n 6 “ make me happy in the Man whim. in my Heart, 
g 4 I preferred to all the Woild; being determined 
(l ; * if I could not have him, to hai.e nobody elle. 
5 * About three Months ago I received a Letter from 
1 ** him, acquainting me, that by the Death of an Uncle, 
- * he had a confiderable Eftatz left him, which he ſaid 
5 * was welcome to bim upon no other Account, but 
9 ** as he hoped it wou'd remove all Difhiculties that 
d } * lay in the way to our mutual Happineis. You may 
; „well ſuppole, Sir, with how much Joy I received 
„this 


d 
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this Letter, which was followed by ſeveral others 
filled with thoſe Expreſſions of Love and loy, 
*© which I verily believe nobody felt more fincerely, 

nor knew better how t» Ge'cribe, than the Gen- 
* tleman I am ſpeaking of. But Sir, how ſhall I be 
able to tell it you? By the laſt Week's Poſt I re- 
ceived a Letter from an intimate Friend of this 
unhappy Gentleman, acquainting me, that as he 
had juſt ſettled his Affairs, and was preparing for 
his journey, he fell ſick of a Fever and died. It 
is impoſſible to expreſs to you the Diſtreſs I am 
in upon this Occaſion. I can only have Recourſe 
to my Devotions, and to the reading of good Books 
for my Conſolation ; and as I always take a par- 
ticular Delight in thoſe frequent Advices and Ad- 
monitions which ycu give the Publick, it would be 
a very great Piece of Charity in you to lend me your 
Aſliftance in this Conjuncture. If after the reading 
of this Letter you find yourſelf in a Humour, ra- 
ther to rally and ridicule, than to comfort me, I de- 
- fire you would throw it into the Fire, and think no 
more of it; but if you are touched with my Mis- 
fortune, which is greater than I know how to bear, 
„your Counſels may very much ſupport, and will in- 
«« finitely oblige the afflided 
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LEONO RA.“ 


A Diſappointment in Love is mere hard to get over 
than any other; the Paſſion itfelf fo ſoftens and ſub- 
dues the Heart, that it diſables it from ſtrogg!ling or 
bearing up againſt the Woes and Diſtreſſes which be- 
fal it. The Mind meets with other Misfortunes in her 
whole Strength; ſhe ſtands collected within herſelf, 
and ſuſtains the Shock with all the Force which is na— 
tural to her; but a Heart in Love has its Founda- 
tions ſapped, and immediately ſinks under the Weiglit 
of Accicents that are diſagreeable to its Favourite 
Paſſion. : 

In Afflictions Men generally draw their Conſolations 
out of Books of Morality, which indced are of great 
ule to fortify and ſtrengthen the Mind againſt the Im- 
preſſions of Sorrow, Monſieur St. Evremont, who 
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does not approve of this Method, recommends Authors 

who are apt to ſtir up Mirth in the Mind of the 
Readers, and fancies Don Quixote can give more Re- 

lief to an heavy Heart than Plutarch or Scnica, as it 

is much ealier to divert Grief than to conquer it. 

his doubtleſs may have its Effects on ſome 1 empers. 

I hould rather have recourſe to Authors of a quite 
contrary Kind, that give us Inftances of Calamines 

and Misfortunes, and ew human Nature in its great- 

eſt Diſtreſſes. 

If the Afflictions we groan under be very heavy, 
we ſhall find ſome Conſolation in the Society of «5 
great Suſferers as ourſelves, eſpecially when we find 
our Companions Men of Virtne and Merit. If our 
Attiictions are light, we ſhall be comforted by the 
Compariſon we make between ourſelves and our Fe!- 


low Sufferers. A Loſs at Sca, a Fit of Sickneſs, or 


the Death of a Friend, are ſuch Trifles when we 
conſider whole Kingdoms laid in Aſhes, Families put 
to the Sword, Wretches ſhut up in Dungeons, and the 
like Calamities of Mankind, that we are out of 
Countenance for our own Weakneſs, if we fink under 


ſuch little Strokes of Fortune. 


Let the diſconſolate Leonora conſider, that at the 
very time in which ſhe languiſhes for the Loſs of her 
deceaſed Lover, there are Perſons in ſeveral! Parts of 
the World juit periſhing in a Shipwreck; others cry- 
ing out for Mercy in the Terrors of a Death-bed Re- 
pentance ; others lying under the Torturcs of an infa- 
mous Execution, or the like dreadful Calamities ; and 
ſhe will find her Sorrows vaniſh at the Appearance of 
thole which are ſo much greater and more aſto- 
niſhing. | 

I wou'd, farther propoſe to the Conſideration of my 
afflicted Diſciple, that poſſibly what ſhe now looks up- 
on as the greateſt Misfortune, is not really ſuch in 
elf. For my own part, I queſtion not but our Souls 
in a ſeparate State will look back on their Lives in 
quite another View, than what they had of them in 
tue Body; and that what they now conlider as Mis- 
fortunes and Diſappointments, will very often appear 
to have been Eſcapes and Bleitings. 

| The 
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The Mind that hath any Caſt towards Devotior, 
naturally flies to it in its Afflictions. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 163 


Ie was once 2 in Diſcourſe with a Reſicrſian 
about the great Sec t. As this kind of Men enen 
thoſe of them who are not profeſſed Cheats) are o 
run with Enthuſiaſm and Philoſophy, it was very amu- 
ting to hear this religious Adept deſcanting on his pre- 

ended Difcovery, He talked of the Secret as of a 
Spirit which liy ed within an Emerald, and converted 
every thing that was near it to the higheſt Perfection 
it 15 capable of. It gives a Luſtre, lays he, to the 
Sun, and Water to the Diamond. It irradiates ever; 
Metal, and enriches Lead with all the Properties of 
Gold. It heightens Smoke into Flame, Flame into 
Light, and Light into Glory. He further ad: ded, that 
a ſingle Ray of it di ſſipates Pain, and Care, and Me- 
lancholy from the Perſon on whom it falls. In ſhort, 
ys he, its Preſence naturally changes every Place in- 
to a kind of Heaven. After he bad gone on for ſome 
Time in this unintelligible Cant, I found that he jum- 
bled natural and moral Ideas together into the ſame 
Diſcourſe, and that his great Secret was nothing elſe 
but Centre. 

This Virt1e does indeed produce, in ſome meaſure, 
all thoſe Efe:ts which the Al. hy milt uſually aſcribes 
to what he calls the Philoſopher's S one; and if it does 
not bring Riches, it does the ſime thing, by bamſhing 
the Defire of them If it canno! remove the Diſquie— 
tudes ariſing out of a Man's lind, Body, or Fortune, 
it makes him caſy under them. It has indeed a kindly 
Influence on the Soul of Man, in teſpect of every Be- 
ing to whom he ſtands related. It extinguiſhes all 
Murmur, Repining, and Ingratit de towards that Be- 
ing who has allot! od him his Part to ad in this World. 
It deſtroys all inordinate Ambition, and every Ten— 
dency to Corrupt on, with regard to the Community 

wherein he is place), It gives Sweetneſs to his 


ae and a perpetual Serenity to all his 
Thoughts, 


\ 
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Among the many Methods which might be made 
uſe of for the acquiring of this Virtue, I ſhall only 
mention the two following. Firſt of all, a Man 
ſhould always conſider how much he has more than 
he wants; and ſecondly, how much more unhappy 
he might be than he really is. | 

Firſt of all, a Man ſhould always confider how 
niuch he has more than he wants. 1 am wonderfully 
pleaſed with the Reply which 4-:/ifpus made to one 
who condoled him upon the Loſs of a Farm! Vyx, 
{aid he, I have three Farms jill, and you have but one ; 
fo that I ought rathiy to be afficied for you, than jeu for 
me. On the contrary, fooliſh Men are more apt to 
conſider what they have loſt than what they polieſs ; 
and to fix their Eyes upon thoſe who are richer than 
themſelves, rather than on thoſe Who are under greater 
Difficulties. All the real Pleaſures and Conveniencies 
of Life lie ina narrow Compals ; but it is the Humour 
of Mankind to be always looking forward, and ſtrain- 
ing atter one who has got the Start of them in Wealth 
and Honour, For this Reaſon, as there are none can 
be properly called rich, who have not more than they 
wautz there are few rich Men in any of the politer 
Nations but among the middle Sort of People, who 
keep their Wihes within their Fortunes, and have 
more Wealth tnan they know how to enjoy. Perſons 
of a hipher Rank live in a kind of ſplendid Poverty, 
and are perpe:ua!ly wanting, becauſe, inſtead of ac- 
quieſcing in the ſolid Pleatures of Life, they endea- 
vour to vutvy one another in Shadows and Appearan- 
ces. Men of Senſe have at al Limes beheld with a 
great deal of Mirth this filly Game that is playing over 
their Heads, and, by contracting their Deſires, enjoy 
all that ſecret Satisfaction which others are always in 


- queſt of. The Truth is, this ridiculous Chace after 


imaginary Pleaſures cannot be ſufficiently expoſed, as 
it is the great Source of thoſe Ev.ls which generally 
undo a Nation. Let a Man's Eſtate be what it will, 
he is a poor Man if he does no: live within it, and 
naturally fets himſelf to-Sale to any one that can give 
him his Price. When Piztacaus, after the Death of his 
Ycother, Who had leſt him a good Eſtate, was offered 

g a £Ica 
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a great Sum of Money by the Kſhg of Lydia, he 
thanked him for his Kindneſs, but told him he had 
already more by Half than he knew what to do with, 
In ſhort, Content is equivalent to Wealth, and Luxury 
to Poverty; or to give the Thought a more agrecable 
Turn, Content is natural Wealth, ſays Secrates; to which 
I ſhall add, Luxury is artificial Pewerty. I ſhall there- 
fore recommend to the Conſideration of thoſe who ate 
always aiming after ſuperfluous and imaginary Enjoy- 
ments, and will not be at the Trouble of contracting 
their Desires, an excellent Saying of Bion the Philoſo- 
pher; namely, That no Man has jo much Care, as he 
avho endeavours after the mol Happineſs, 

In the ſecond Place, every one ought to reflect how 
much more unhappy he might be than he. really is, 
The former Conliceration took in all thoſe who are 
 ſuficiently provided with the Means to make them- 
elves eaſy ; this regards ſuch as actually lie under 
tome Preſſure or Misfortune. Theſe may receive great 
Alleviation from ſuch a Compariſon 25 the urhappy 
Perſon may make between himſelf and others, or be— 
tween the Misfortune which. he ſuffers, and greater 
Mi>tortunes which might have befallen bim. 

{ like the Story of the honeſt Dutchman, who, upon 
breaking his Lg by a Fall from the Mainmaſt, told 
the Standers- by, it was a great Mercy that it was not 
his Neck. To which, ſince I am got into Quotations, | 
give me leave to add the Saying of an old Philoſopher, 
who, after having mvited ae of his Friends to dine 
with him, was rufffed by his Wife that came into the 
Room in a Paſſion, and threw don the Table that 
ſtood before them: Emery one, lays he, Las bis Cala- 
mity, and he is a hofpy Man that has r0 greg than 
this, We find an Inſtance to the ſame Purpoſe in the 
Life of Doctor Hammond, u ri ten by Eiſhop Fi//, As 
this good Man was troubled with a Complication of 
Diſtemp-rs, when he had the Gout upon him, he uſed 
to thank Gud that it was not the Stone; and when 
he had the Stone, that he had not both thele Diſtem- 
pers on him at the ſame ume. 

I cannot conclude this Eſlay without obfcrving that 
there was never any Syſtem beſides that of Chriſti. 
any, 
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anity, which co ild effectually produce in the Mind of 


Man the Virtue J have been hitherto ſpeaking of. 
In order to make us content with our preſent Con- 
dition, many of the preſent Philoſophers tel} us, that 
our Diſcontent only hurts ourſelves, without being 
able to make any Alteration in our Circumſtances ; 
others, that whatever Evil beſals us, is derived to us 


by a fatal Neceſſity, to which the Gods themſelves 


are ſubject; while others very gravely tell the Man 
who is miſerable, that it is neceſſary he ſhould be fo 
to keep up the Harmony of the Univerſe, ard that 
the Scheme of Providence would be troubled and per- 
verted were he*otherwiſe. Theſe and the like Con- 
ſiderations, rather ſilence than fatisfy a Man. They 
may ſhew him that his Diſcontent is unrcaionable, but 
are by no means ſufficient to relt:eve it. 1 bey rather 
give Deſpair than Conſolation. In a Word, a Man 
might reply to one of theſe Comforters, as Zugr//us 
did to his Friend who adviſed him not to grieve tor 
the Death of a Perſon whom he loved, becauſe his 
Grief could not fetch him again: Ur i, for that very 
Reaſon, ſaid the Emperor, that IT price. 

On the contrary, Religion beats a more tender Re- 
gard to human Nature. It preſcribes to a very miſe- 
rable Man the Means of be'tering his. Condition; nav, 
it ſhews him, that the bearing of his Afflistions as he 
ought to do, will naturally end in the Removal of 
them; it makes him caly hcre, becauſe it can make 
bim happy hereaſter. | 

Upon the whole, a contented Mind is the greateſt 
Bleſung a Man can enjoy in this World; and it in the 
p eſent Lite his Happineſs ariſes from the ſubduing of 
his deſires, it will arife in the next from the Graiz:fica- 
tion of them. SPECTATOR, Vol. VIII. No. 574. 


CONVERSATION. 


Y Friend the Divine having been uſed with 
Words of Comp laiſance {which he thinks could 
be pioperly applied to no one living, and I think could 
be only ſpoken of him, and that in his Abſence) was 
iv extremely offeaded with the exceſſive Way of ſpeak - 
ing 
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ing Civilities among us, that he made a Diſcourſe 
againſt it at the Club ; which he concluded with this 
Remark, That he had not heard one Compliment 
made in our Society ſince its Commencement. Every 
one was pleaſed with his Concluſion ; and as each 
knew his Good-will to the reſt. he was convinced that 
the many Profeſtions of K nineſs and Service, which 
we ordinarily meet with, are not natural where the 
Heart is we 1 inclined ; but ate a Proſtitution of Speech, 
ſeldom intended to mean any Par! of what they ex- 
preſs, never to mean all they expiels. Our Reverend 
Friend, upo tins Topick, pointed to us two or three 
Pa az aphs on this Subject in the firſt Sermon of the 
firit Yolame of the ate Archbiſhop's Poſthumous 
Works 1 do not know that 1 ever read any thing 
tha: pleaſed me more; and as it is the Praiſe of Lon- 
ginnt, that he ſpeaks of the Sublime in a Stile ſuitable 
to it, ſo one may y of this Author upon Sincerity, 
that he abhors any Pomp of Rhetorick on this Geca- 
ſion, and treats it with a more than ordinary Simpli- 
City, at Once to be a Preacher and an Exampie, With 
what command of himſelf does he lay before us, in 
tie Langage and Lemper of his Proteihon, a Fault, 
wnich by the leait Liberty and Warmth of Expreſſion, 
would be the moſt lively Wit and Satire? But his 
Heart was better diipoſed, and the good Man chaſtiſed 
the great Wit in ſuch a Manner, that he was able to 
ſpeak as foilows. - | | 
« — Amongſt too many other Inllances of the 
« oceat Corruption and Degeneracy of the Ape where- 
in we live, the great and general Want of Sincerity 
« in Converſation is none of the leaſt. The World is 
« or9wn ſo full cf Diſſimulation and Compliment, that 
« ens Words are hardly any Signification of their 
« ino:whits; and if any Man meaſures his Words by 
| « his Heart, and ſpeaks as be thinks, and do not ex- 
'Y « preſs more Kindneſs to every Man, than Men ufu- 
'I „ally have for any Man, he can hardly eſcape the 
14 « Cenſure of want of Breeding, The old EAg I 
pP'lainneſs and Sincerity, that generous Integrity of 
i. „Nature, and Horelty of Diſpotition, which always 
1 & argues true Greatneis of Mind, and is uſually «c- 
. | „ companicd 
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1 3 companied with undaunted C ourage and Reſolution, 
Iz « js in a great Meaſure lo{t amongit us: There hath 
5 « been a long Fndeavour to transform us into forcign 
«© Manners and Faſhions, and to bring us to a ſervile 
0 Imitation of none of the belt of our hers ano in 
3 «© ſome of the worſt of their Qualities. The Dialect 
h « of Converſation is now a-days ſo ſwelled with Va- 
8 « nity and Compliment, and fo ſurieited (as I may ſay 
„of Expreſſions of Kindneſs and Reſpect, thatits 
Man that lived an Age or two ago thould return in- 
1 „to the World again, he would really want a Dicti- 
= « onary to help him to underſland af own Language, 
5 and to know the true inirinfick Value of the Phrate 
255 | in Faſhion, ard would hardly at fuſt believe at what 
= * a low Rate the ligheil Strains and Expreſſions of 
_ 4 _ « Kindneſs mag, rable do commonly pals in current 
Jo 8 Pay ment: And when he ſhould come to underfland 
5 „it, it w vie be a great while before he could bring 
Ay *+ himſelf with a good Countenance and a good Con- 
. of cience to converie with Men upon equal Terms, 
th «© ana in their Own Way. : : : 

in „And in Truth it 15 hard to ſay, u hether tt ſhould 
It, more provoke Our Contempt or 0.7 | ity, to hear 
Mn. „What ſolemn Expreſſions ot Reſpect and. induels 
is « will paſs between Men, almoſt upon no Occalion ; 
0 «© how great Honour and Fitce; mn they will declare 5 
10 * one whom perhaps they never ſaw before, and how 


10 in tirely they Are all Gn the ! rel den devoted fo his 
he | « Service and Intereſt, for no Reafoa ; how infinitely 
N and eternally obliged to him, for no Beneſit; and 


5 ö © how extre! rely they will be concerned for him, yea, 
1 « and afßflicted too, for no C auſe. t know it is faid, 
Sol in Juſtification of this hollow kind of Converiation, 
_ that there is no Harm, no real Deceit in Compli— 
5 « ment, but the Matter is well enough, o long as we 

ER „ underſtand one another; et F erva walent ut Nummi, 
oi ©* Words are like N. rey 3 and when the current V alue 
el of them is ge .eraily underſty 4, ro Man is cheated 
1:46 „ by them. This is ſomething, if fuch Words were 
/ of any thing; but being brought into the Accompt, 
DRE 95 they are mere Cypners. Howev: e, it is ſtill a jult 
ne Vo. ivi my Matter 
ned 
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Matter of Complaint, that Sincerity and Plainreſs 
ae out of Faſhion, and that our Language is run- 
« ring into a Lye; that Men have almoſt quite per- 
« vyerted the Ute of Speech, and made Words to ſigni— 
« fy noth Hog that the greateſt Part of the Converſa- 
tion of Mankind, is little elſe but driving a Trade 
of Ditimalation ; inſomuci that it would make a 
« Man heartily tick and weary of the World, to ſee 
the little Sincerity that is in Uſe and Practice among 
en.“ 

When the Vice is placed in th's conterap-ible Light, 
he argues unanſwerably againſt it, in Words and 
Thoughts ſo natural, that any Man who reads them, 
would imagine he bimſelf could have been the Au- 
thor of them. 

„If the Show of any thing be gcod . any thing, 
„am ſare Sincerity is better: For „hy doe es any 
« Man diſſe *mble e, or ſeem to be that which he 1s nor, 
% but becau'e he thinks it good to have ſuch a Quality 
* as he pretends to? For 0 counterfeit and diſfemble, 
zs to put on the Appearance of ſome real Excellency, 


« Now the beſt way in the World to ſcem to be any, 


„thing, is really to be what he would ſcem to be. 
5 Beſides, that it is many times as troub'elome to make 
good the Pretence of a good Quality, as to have it; 
« and if a Man have it not, it is ten io one but he is 
«« diſcovered to want it; and then all his Pains and 
« Labour to ſeem to ban e i', is loſt.“ 

In another Part of the ſame [):icourie he goes on to 
New, that all Artifice muſt natora y tend to the Dit. 

appointment of him that pract ſes it. 

««' Whatſoever Cove nience may be thought to be in 
« Falſhood and Diſhimolation, 1. f (co: over; bett 
« Inconvenience of it is perpetuzl, becaite it brings a 
« Man under an everlaſting ] <a'ouſy and! 3u{picion, 10 
« that he is not believed when he 58 5 { ri t'1, nor 
% truſted when perhaps he means honchiy. When a 
„ Man hath once forfeited the Reputation of his In- 
« tegrity, he is ſet fait, and nothing WILL then ſerve his 
„Turn, neither Truth nor Falihocd.” 
SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 103 
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The Faculty of interchanging cur Thoughts with 
one another, or what we expreſs by the Word C:n- 
verſation, has always been repreſented by Moral Wri- 
ters as one of the nobleſt Privileges of Reaſon, and 
which more particularly ſets Mankind above the Brute 
Part of the Creation. 

Though nothing ſo much gains upon the Affections 
as this Extempere Elzquence, which we have conſtantly 
Occaſion for, and are obliged to practiſe every Day, 
we very rarely meet with any who excel in it. 

The Converſation of moſt Men is diſagreeable, not 
ſo much for want of Wit and Learning, as of Good- 
Breeding and Diſcretion. 

If you reſo ve to pleaſe, rever ſpeak to gratify any 
paricular Vanity or Paſſion of your own, but always 
with a Deſign either to divert or inform the Com- 
pany. A Man who only aims at one of theſe, is a]. 
ways eaſy in his Diſcourſe. He is never out of Hu- 
mour at being interrupted, becauſe he confiders that 
thoſe who hear him are the beſt Judges whether what 
he was ſaying could either divert or inform them. 

A modelt Perſon ſeldom ſails to gain tae Good-will 
of taoſe he converſes with, becaile nobody envies à 
Man, who does not appear to be pleaſed with himfelt. 

We ſhould talk extremely little of ourſelves. In- 
decd what can we ſav? It would be as imprudent to 
diſcover our Faults, as ridiculous to count over Our 
fancied Virtues. Our private and domeſtick Aſaus 
are no leſs improper to be introduced in Converſation, 
What does it concern the Company how many Horles 
you keep in your Stables? Or whether your Servant is 
moſt Knave or Fol ? 

A Man may equally aſſ:ont the Company le is in, 
by er groſſing all the Talk, or obſerving a contemptu- 
ous Silence. 

Before you tell a Story it may be ge erally not amiſs 
to draw a ſhort Chara ter, and zive the Company a rue 
Idea of the principal Perſons concerned in it. "The 
Beauty of moſt things conſiſting not ſo much in their 
being ſaid or done, as in their being ſaid or done by ſuch 
a particular Perſon, or on ſuch a particular Occation. 
Notwithſtanding all the Advantages of Youth, few 
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young People pleaſe in Converſation ; the Reaſon is, 


that want of Experience makes them politive, aud 


what they ſay is rather with a Deſign to pleaſe them- 
{elves than any one elle. 

It is certain that Age itſelf ſhall make many things 
pals well enough, which would have been laughed at 
in the Mouth of one much younger. 

Nothing, however, is more inſupportable to Men 
of Senſe, chan an empty ſormal Man who ſpeaks in 
Proverbs, and decides all Controveriies with a ſhort 
Sentence. This Piece of Stupidity is the more. in- 
ſufferable, as it puts on the Air of Wiſdom. 

A prud. ent Man will avoid talking much of any par- 
ticular Science, for which he 1s rema: kably famous. 


There is not methinks an hindſomer thi ing ſaid of 


Mr. Croley in his whole Life, than that none but his 
intimate Friends ever diſc overed] ne was a great Poct 
by his Diſcourſe : Beſides the Decency cf this Rule, 
it is certainly founded in good Policy. A Man who 
talks of any thing he 1s already famous for, has little 
to get, but a great deal to loſe. I might add, that he 
who is ſometimes filent on a SubjeN K here every one 
is ſatisfied he could [pcak well, will often be I 
no leſs knowing in other Matters, where perhaps he 
is wholly ignorant. 

Women are frightened at the Name of Argument, 
and are ſooner convinced by an happy Turn, or witty 
Expreſſion, than by Demonſtration. 

a ver you commend, add your Reaſons for do- 
ing ſo; it is this which ditt. nguiches he Approdation 


of a Man of Senſe from the. F. attery of Sycophants, 


and Admiration of Fools. 

Rallery is no long r agrecable than while the whole 
Company 1s pleaſed with it. I woub1 leaft of all be 
underitood to except the Perſon rallied. 

Though Good-humour, Senſe and Diſcret'on can 
ſeldom fail to make a Man agrecable, it may be no il! 
Policy ſometimes to prepare yourſelf in a particular 


Manner for Converſation, by looking a little farther 


than your Neighbours into whatever is becoming a 
reigning Subject. If our Armies are beſie ging a Place 
of Importance abroad, or our Houſe of Commons 
debating 
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- debating a Bill of Conſequence at home, you can 


hardly fail of being heard wich Pleaſuce, if you have 
nicely informed yourſelf. of the Strength, Situation, 
and Hiſtory of the firſt, or of the Reaſons for and 
again the latter. It will have the ſame Effect if 
when any ſingle Perſon begins to make a Noiſe in tae 
World, you can learn ſome of the ſmalleſt Accidents 
in his Life or Converſation, which though they are tog 
fine for the Obſervation of the Vulgar, give more Ha— 
tisfation to Men of Senſe, (as they are the beſt Open- 
ings to a real Character) than the Recital of his molt 
glaring Actions: I know but one ill Conſequence to 
be feared from this Method, namely, that coming full 
charged into Company, you ſhoald refulve to unload 
whether an hanecſome Opportunity offers itſelf or 1.0. 

Though the aſking of Queſtions may plead tor 1t-. 
ſelt the ſpecious Names of Modelty, and a Deſire ct 
Information, it affords little Pleaſure to the reſt of the 
Company who are not troubled with the ſame Doubts ; 
beſides which, he who aſks a Queſtion would do well 
to conſider that he lies wholly at ce Mercy of another 
before he receives an Anſwer. 

Nothing is more ſilly than the Pleaſure ſome Peop'e 
take in what they call ſpeaking their Minds, A Man 
of this Make will ſay a rude thing for the mere Fica- 
fure of ſaying it, when an oppoſite Behaviour, full 
innocent, might have preferved his Friend, or mace 
his Fortune. 

It is not impoſſible for a Man to form to himſelf as 
exquiſite a Pleaſure in complying with the Humour 
and Sentiments of others, as of bringing others over 
to his own ; fince 'tis the certain Sign of a Superior 
Genius, that can take and become whatever Dreſs it 
pleaſes. 

I ihail only add, that beſides what I have here ſaid, 
there is ſomething which can never be lcz1nt but in the 
Company of the Polite. Ihe Virtues of Men are 
Catching as well as their Vices, and your own Obſer— 
vations added to thefe, will {con diſcover what it is 
that commands Attention in one Man, ard makes you 
tired and diſpleaſed with the Diſcourſe of another. 

GUuaRDIaN, Vol. I. No. 25 
M 3 Cen ren 
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CounTRY GENTLEMAN. 


HERE is no Character more deſervedly eſteemed 
than that of a Country Gentleman, who under— 
ſtands the Station in which Heaven and Nature have 
placed him. He is Father to his Tenants and Patron 
to his Neighbqurs, and is more ſuperior to thoſe of 
lower Fortune by his DCNeVO. ence than his Poſſeſſions. 
tic j:Þy Gives his ime between Solitude and Com: 
. pany, ſo a5 to vie the one for the other. Fis Life 1 
ipent in the good Offices of an Advocate, a Referee, a 
Coimpanio 4 Mediator, and a Friend. His Counſel 
and e edge, are a Guard to the Simplicity and In- 
nocence of thoſe of lower Talents, and the Entertam- 
ment ard Happineſs of thoſe of equal. When a Man 
in a Country Life has this Turn, as it is hoped thou- 
jands have, he lives in a more happy Condition than 
a: y is d2icribed ia the Paſtoral Deſcriptions of Poets, 
or ne vain ae Solitudes recorded by Philoſophers. 
io a thinking Me it would ſeem prodigious, that 
the very Situation in a Coun try Life, does not incline 
Men to a Scorn of the mean Gratifications ſome take 
in it. To ſtand by a Stream, natural'y lulls the Mind 
into ( ompalue aid Reve:ence ; to walk in Shades, 
G:verifies that Pleaſure ; aud a bright Sunſhine makes 
a ivian con Dor all Nature in Gladneſs, and himſelf 
the happict Being im it, as he is the moſt couſcious of 
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| her G fes and Enf Dvments. It would be the moſt im- 
1 pertinent Piece of Re imaginable, to form our 
i Pl.aſares by Imitation of others. I will not therefore 


T4 mention Scipio and Llius, who are generally produced 
on this Subject as Authorities for the Charms of a ru- 
ral Life. He that does not feel the Force of agreeable 
| Views and Situations in his own Mind, will hardly ar- 
tire at the Satisfactions they bring from the Reflections 
of others. However, they who have a Taſte that 
Way, are more particularly inflamed with Deſire when 
they ice others in the Enjoyment of it, eſpecially 


. | when Men-carry into the Country a Knowledge of the g 
+ Bt World as well as of Nature. The Leiſure of ſuch Per— } 
I | ſons is endeared and refined by Reflection upon Cares 
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and Inquietudes. The Abſence of paſt Labours 


doubles preſent Pleaſures, Which is ſtill aupmenred, if 
the Perſon in Solitude has the Happinets of be! ny ad- 
dicted to Letters. My Couſin Frank Bickrr//aff gives 
me a very good Notion of this ſort of Felicity in the 
following Letter. 


8 IX. : 
IFRITE this to communicate to you the offi [ 
have in the Neighbourhood and Converſation of the 
voble Lord, whoſe Health you engqu: red after it your L1! 
I have buught that little Havel which borders uon oy 
Roy: we - but am . far. from being epprifſe. {by his Great» 
nels, that J, auh know no Envy, and he, auh is above 
Pride, mutually recommend ourſelves to each other by the 
Diference of our Fortunes. He oem me fer being jo 
avell pleaſed with a little, ani I admire him fer ergoying 
4 han: Yomely a great deal. He has not the little Tate & 
obſerving the C; lur of a Tulip, or the Edging of 4 Le af 
of Box, but rjuices in open Views, the Regularity of this 
Plantation, . the Wildneſs of another, as aue vs tt» 
Fall of a River, the Riſing of a Promantory, and «ll oth cr 


' Objects fit to entertain a Mind like his, that has bien li 


verſed in great and publick Amuſements. The NI A. 
the Soul is as much ſeen in Leiſare as in Bufinejs. He Pad 
long lived in Courts, and been admired in Afemblics., 5 
that he has adited to Experience a moſt charming Es- 
quence, by which hs communicates. to me the A of my 
oa Mind pen the Objeets wwe meet avith ſãe agrocabl:, 
that with h Company in the Fields, 1 at once enjoy the 
Country, and a Landjkip Fit. He is n- altering the 
Courſe of Canals and Ri vulets, in which he has an Eye to 
his Neighbours Satisfaction, as well as his own, il: of - 
ten makes me Preſents by turning the Water into my 
Grounds, and Jon. ls me Fiſh by their own Streams. To 
avoid my Thinks, he makes Nature the Inf ument of his 
Bounty, and dees all good Offices ſa much ith the Air of 
a Companion, that his Franknets hie bir un Cond:- 
ſeention, as well as my Gratitude. Lrave the Iarld te 
H/if, and come ſee us. 
, Your aſſectionate Couſin, Ec. 
Taru.er, Vol, III. No. 169, 
M 4. CREATION; 
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CREAT1O0N: 
5 L F, Sprirg with you has already taken poſ- 


ſeſlion of the Fields and Woods: Now 1s the 
Scaſon of Solitude, and of moving Complaints upon 
trivial Sufferings: Now the Griets of Lovers begin 
to flow, and their Woun!s to bleed afreſh; I too, 
a' this Diſtance from the foſter Chmates, am not 
without my Diſcontentz at preſent. You perhaps 
may laugh at me for a moſt romantick Wretch. when 
L iave diſcloſed to you the Occaſion of my Uneali- 
neſs; and yet I cannot help thinking my Unhappi- 
neſs real, in being confined to a Region, which is 
the very Reverſe of Purai/e. The Seaſons here are 
all of them unpleaſant,” and the Country quite deſti- 
tute of rural Charms, I have not heard a Bird ſing, 
nor a Brook murmur, nor a Breeze whiſper, neither 
* have I been bleit with the Sight of a flowery Mea- 
dow theſe two Years. Every Wind here is a Tem- 
pet, and every Water a turbulent Ocean. I hope, 
when you refle& a little, you will not think the 
Grounds of my Complaint in the leaſt fiivolous and 
unbecoming a Man of ſerious Thought; ſuice the 
Love of Woods, of Fields and Flowers, of Rivers 
aud Fountains, ſeems to be a Paſhon implanted in 
our Natures the moſt early of any, even before the 
Fair Sex had a Being.“ | 


Could I tranſport myſelf with a With from one Coun- 
try to another, I ſhould chooſe to paſs my Winter in 
Spain, my Spring in /taly, my Summer in England, and 
my Autumn in France. Of all theſe Seaſons, there is 
none that can vie with the Spring for Beauty and Ne- 
lightfulneſs. It bears the ſame Figure among the Sea- 
ſons of the Year, that the Morning does among the Di- 
viſions of the Day, or Youth among the Stages of Life. 
The En:/ih Summer is pleaſanter than that of any 
other Country in Europe, on no other Account, but be— 
cauſe it has a greater Mixture of Spring in it. The 
Mildneſs of our Climate, with thoſe frequent Refreſh- 
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ments of Dews and Rains that fall among»us, keep up 
a perpetual Chearfulneſs in our Fields, and fill the hot- 
teſt Months of the Year with a L.vely Verdure. 

In the opening of the Spring, when all Nature be- 
gins to recover herſe!f, the ſame animal Pleaſure which 
makes the Birds ſing, and the whole Brute Creation re- 
joice, riſes very ſenſibly in the Heart of Man. I know 
none of the Poets who bave obſerved ſo well as Mi: 
thoſe ſecret Overflowings of Gladneſs which diffaſe 
themſelves thro' the Mind of the Beholder, upon ſur- 
veying the gay Scenes of Nature: He has touched 
upon it twice or thrice in his Paradiſe Lo/?, and de- 
(cribes it very beautifully under the Name of Verral 
Delight, in that Paſſage where he repreſents the Devil 
ſhimſelf as almoſt ſenſible of it. 


Bloſſoms and Fruits at once of golden hue 

Appear'd, with gay enamel d Cucurs mixt: 

On which the Sun more glad impreſs'd his Beam: 
Thin in fair Evening Claud, or humid Boa, 

hen God hath fb3ww'd the Earth; ſe lovely ſeem'd 

{hat Landjiip : And of pure now purer Air 
Neis his Approach, and to the Heart inſpires 

Fernal Delight, and Toy able to aricve 

All Sadneſs but Deſpair, &C. 


Many Authors have written on the Vanity of the 
Creature, and repreſented the Barrenneſs of every thing 
in this World, and its Incapacity of producing any 
{ol.d or ſubſtantial Happineſs. As Diſcourſes of this 
Nature are very uſeful to the Senſual and Voluptuous, 
thoſe Speculations which ſhew the bright Side. of 
Things, and lay forth thoſe innocent-Entertainments 
which are to be met with among the ſeveral Objeds 
that encompals us, are no leſs beneficial to Men of 
dark and melancholy 'Vempers. It was for this Rea- 
on that 1 endeavour'd to recommend a Chearfulneſs of 
Mind in my two laſt Saturday's Papers, and which L 
would ſtili inculca'e, not only from the Conſideration 
of oarle'ves, and of that Being on whom we depend, 
nor from the general Survey of that Univerſe in which 
we are placed at preſent, but from Reflexions on the 
oy particular 
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particular Seaſon in which this Paper is written. The 
Creation 1s a perpetual Feaſt to the Mind of a good 
Man, every thing he ſees chears and delights him ; 
Providence has imprinted ſo many Smiles on Nature, 
that it is impoſſible tor a Mind which is not ſunk in 
more groſs and ſenſual Delights, to take a Survey of 
them without ſeveral ſecret Senſations of Pleaſure. The 
Pſalmiſt has in ſeveral of his divine Poems celebrated 
thoſe beautiful and apreeable Scenes which make the 


Heart glad, and produce in it that vernal Delight 


Which I have before taken notice of. 

Natural Philoſophy quickens this Taſte of the Crea- 
tion, and renders it not only pleaſing to the Imagina- 
tion, but to the Underſtanding. It does not reſt in the 
Murmur of Brooks and the Melody of Birds, in the 
Shade of Groves and Woods, or 1a the Embroidery of 
Fields and Meadows, but conſiders the ſeveral Ends 


of Providence which are ſerved by them, and the 


Wonders of divine Wiſdom which appear in them. It 
heightens the Pleaſures of the Eye, and raiſes fuch a 


rational Admiration in the Soul, as is little inferior to 


Devotion. 

It is not in the Power of every one to offer up this 
kind of Worſhip to the great Author of Nature, and 
to indulge theſe more refined Meditations of Heart, 
which are doub:leſs highly acceptable in his fight; I 
ſhall therefore conclude this ſhort Eſſay on that Plea - 
ſure which the Mind naturally conceives from the pre- 
ſent Seaſon of the Year, by the recommending ot a 
Practice for which every one has ſufſicient Abilities. 

I would have my Readers to endeavour to moralize 
tis natural Pleaſure of the Soul, and go improve this 
Vernal Delight, as Millen calls it, into a Chriſtian 
Virtue, When we find ourſelves inſpired with this 
peaſing Inſtinct, *th's ſecret Satisfaction and Compla- 

ency ariſing ſrom the Beauties of the Creation, let us 
conſider to whom we ſtand indebted for ail theſe En- 
tertainments of Senſe, and who it is that thus opens 
his Hand and fills the World with Good. The Apo— 
tle inſtrutts us to take Advantage of our preſent Tem- 
per of Mind, to graft upon it ſuch a religious Exerciſe 
as, is particularly conformable to it, by that Precept 


which 
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which adviſes thoſe who are ſad to pray, and thoſe 
who are merry to ſing Pſalms. The Chearſulrefs of 


Heart which ſprings up in us from the Survey of Na- 


ture's Works, is an admirable Preparation for Grati— 


tituds. The Mind has gone a great way towards 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, that is filled with ſuch a ſe- 
cret Gladneſs. A grateful Refl-xion on the ſupreme 
Cauſe who produces it, ſanctifies it in the Soul, and 
gives it its proper Value. Such an habitual Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind conſecrates every Field and Wood, turns 
an ordinary Wa'k into a Morning or Evening Sacrt- 
fice, and will improve thoſe tranhent Gleams of Joy 
which naturally brighten up and refreſh the Soul on 
fuch Occaſions, into au inviolable and perpetual State 
of Bliſs ard Happineſs. 

- SyeECTaToR, Vol. V. No. 393, 


CusToMs, barbarcus. 


kind are no les, in Proportion, accountable for the. 
il Ute of their Dom nion over Creatures of the lower 
Rank of Beings, than for the Exerciſe of Tyranny 
over their own Species. The more entirely the infe- 
rior Creation is ſubmitted to our Power, the more anſwer- 
able we ſhould ſeem for our Miſmanagement of it ;: 
and the rather, as the very Condition of Nature ren- 
ders theſe Creatures incapable. of receiving any Re- 
compence in another Life, for their ill Treatment 
in this. 

Tis obſervable of thofe noxious Animals, which. 
have Qualities molt powerful to injure us, that they 
naturally avoid Mankind, and never hurt us unlefs 
provoked, or neceſmated by Hunger. Man, on the 
other hand, ſeeks out and purſues even the moſt inof- 
fenſive Animals on purpole to perſecate and: deſtroy. 
tem. 

Monta'gne thinks it ſome Rellecdion upon human 
Nature itſelf, that few People take delight in ſeeing 
Beaſls careſs or play together, but almoſt every one 1s: 
pleaſed to fee them lacerate or worry one another. I. 
am ſorry this Temper is become almoſt a diſtinguiſhing. 

Character, 


1 Cannot think it extravagant to imagine, that Man- 
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Character of our own Nation, from the Obſervation 
which is made by Foreigners cf our beloved Paſtimes, 
Bear-baiting, Cock-fighting, and the like. We ſhould 
find it hard to vinaicate the deſtroying of any thing 
that has Life, merely out of Wantonneis ; yet 1a this 


Principle our Children are bred up, and one of the 


firit Pleaſures we allow them, is the Licence of in- 
fiitung Pain upon poor Animals: Almoſt as ſoon as 
we are ſenſible what Life is ourſelves, we make it our 
Sport to take it from other Creatures. I can not but 
believe a very good Eſe might be made of the Fancy 


which Children have for Birds and Inſeds. Mr. L:cke 


takes notice of a Mother who permitted them to her 
Children, but rewarded or puniſhed them as they treat- 
ed them well or ill. This was no other than entering 
them betimes into a daily Exerciſe of Humanity, and 
improving their very Dives ſion to a Virtue, 

I fancy too, ſome Advantage might be taken of the 
common Notion, that "tis omirous or unlucky to de- 
ſtroy ſome ſorts of Birds, as Sawal ours or Martins; this 
Opinion might poſſibly ariſe from the Confidence theſe 
Birds ſeem to put in us by building under our Roofs, 
io that it is a kind of Violation of the Laws of Hoſpi- 
tality to murder them. As for R-b/n-rod-breaf?s in par- 
ticular, 'tis not improbable they owe their Security to 
the old Ballad of the Chi/urin in the Il c. However 
it be, I don't know, I ſay, why this Prejudice, well 
improved ard carried as far as it would go, might not 
be made to conduce to the Preſervation of many inno- 
cent Creatures, which are row expoſed to all the Wan- 
tonne's of an ignorant Barbarity. | 

T here are other Animals that have the Misfortune, 
for no manrer of Reaſon, to be treated as common 
Enemies wherever found. Ihe Concert that a Ca- has 
nine Lives, has coſt at Ieat nine Lives in ten of the 
whole Race of them: Scarce a Foy in the Streets but 
has in this Point outdone Hercu!-s himſelf, who was 
famous for killing a Monſter that had but ee Lives, 
Whether the unaccountable Animoſity againſt this uſe- 
ful Domeſtick may be any Cauſe of the general Perſe— 
cation of Ow!/s, (who are a ſort of feather'd Cats) or 


whether it be only an unreaſonable Pique the Moderns 


have 
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have taken to a ſerious Countenance, I ſhall not deter- 


mine. Tho' 1 am inclined to believe the former, 
ſince I obſerve the ſole Reaſon ailedged for the De- 


RraQion of Frogs, is becauſe they are like Toads, Yet 


amidſt all the Misfortunes of theſe unfriended Crea- 
tures, tis ſome Happineſs that we have not yet taken 
a Fancy to eat them: For ſhould our Countrymen re- 
fine upon the French never ſo little, 'tis not to be con- 
ceived to what unheard-of Torments. Ozv/s, Cats and 
Frogs may be yet reſerved. 

When we grow up to Men, we have another Suc- 
ceſſion of ſanguinary Sports; in particular Hunting, TI 
da:e not attack a Diverſion which has ſuch Authority 
and Cultom to ſupport it, but mult have leave to be of 
Opinion, that the Agitation of that Exerciſe, with the 
Example and Number of the Chaſers, not a little con- 
tribute to reſiſt thoſe Checks, which Compathon would 

naturally ſuggeſt in behalf of the Animal purſued, 
Nor ſhall ! lay with Monheur F/vry, that this Sport 
is a Remain of the Gothick Barbarity ; but I muſt 
animadvert upon a certain Cuſtom yet in uſe with us, 
and barbarous enough to be derived from the Goths, 
or even the Scy!hians; I mean that Savage Compli- 
ment our Huntſmen paſs upon Ladies of Quality, who 
are preſent at the Death of a Stag, when they put the 
Knife in their Hands to cut the Throat of a he! plets 
trembling and weeping Creature. 


Queſtugue cruentus, 
Atque imploranti /imilis. -——— 


That lies brnenth the Kiife, 
L:oks up, and from her Butcher begs her Life. 


But if our Sports are deſtructive, our Gluttery: is 
more ſo, and in a more ivhuman manner. Lobſters 
raafied alive, Pigs whipt to Death, Forvls ſeaud up, are 
Teſtimonies of our outrageous Luxury. Thoſe who 
(as Seneca expreſſes it; divide their Lives betwixt an 
anxious Conſcience and a nauſeated Stomach, have a 
juſt Reward of their Gluttony in the Diſeaſes it brings 
with it: For human Savages, like other wild Bealts, 
and Snares and Poiſon in the Proviſion of Life, and 


are 
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are allured by their Appetite to their Deſtruction. 1 
know nothing more ſhocking or horrid, than the Pro- 
ſpect of one of their Kitchens covered with Blood, and 
hiled with the Cries of Creatures expiring in Tortures, 
It gives one an Image of a Grant's Den in a Romance, 
be'trew'd with the ſcattered Heads and mangled Limbs 
of thoſe who were ſlain by his Cruelty. 

The excellent Plutarch (who has more Strokes of 
Good-nature in his Writings than I remember in any 
Au bor) cites a Saying of Cato to this Effect, That 114 
no eaſy Taſk to preach to the Belly which has no Ears. 
« Yet if (ſays he) we are aſhamed to be ſo out of Fa- 
« ſhion as not to offend, let us leaſt offend with ſome 
« Diicret:on and Meaſure. If we kill an Animal for 
„ our Proviſion, let us do it with the Meltings of 
++ Compaſſion, and wr:hout tormenting it. Let us 
conſider, that 'tis in its own Nature Cruelty to put 
* a living Creature to Death; we at lealt deftroy a 
„Soul that has Senſe and Perception----In the Life of 
Cato the Cenſor, he takes Occaſion from the ſevere 


Diſpoſition of that Man to diſcourſe in this Manner. 


It ooght to be eſteemed a Happineſs to Mankind, 
that our Humanity has a wider Sphere to exert it- 


„ ſelf in, than bare Juſtice, It is no more than the 


Obligation of our very Birth to. practiſe Equity to 
* our own Kind, but Humanity may be extended 
© thro' the whole Order of Creatures, even to the 
% meaneſt : Such Actions of Charity are the Over- 
„ flowirgs of a mild Good- nature on all below us. It 
is certainly the part of a well natured Man to take 
« carc of his Horſes and Dogs, not only in Expec- 
« tation of their Labour while they are Foals and 
« Whelps, but even when their old Age has made 
them incapadie of Service.“ | 

Hiſtory tells us of a wiſe and polite Nation that re- 
jected a-Perſon of the fiſt Quality, who ſtood for a 
Judiciary Office, only becauſe he had been obſerved 
in his Youth. to take Pleafure in tearing and murder- 
ing of Birds, And of another that expelled a Man 


out of the Senate, ſor daſhing a Bird againſt the Ground 


which had taken ſhelter in his Boſom. Every one 
knows how remarkable the 7ur4s are for their Huma- 
nity 
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nity in this kind: I remember an Arabian Author, who 
has written a Treatiſe to ſhew, how far a Man ſup- 
poſed to have ſubfiited in a Deſart Ifland, without any 
Inſtruction, or ſo much as the Sight of any other Man, 
may, by the pure Light of Nature, attain the Know- 
ledge of Philoſophy and Virtue. One of the firſt 
things he makes him obſerve is, that univerſal Bene- 
volence of Nature in the Protection and Preſervation 
of its Creatures. In Imitation of which the firſt Act 
of Virtue he thinks his ſelf-taught Philoſopher would 
of courſe fall into is, to relieve and aſſiſt all the Ani- 
mals about him in their Wants and Diſtreſſes. 

Ovid has ſome very tender and pathetick Lines, 
applicable to this Occaiton. 


Quid merniftis, oves, flucidum prens, inque tegendss 
No tum bomines, pieno que fertis in Ubere nedtar ? 
Malia que nobis deſtras velamina lands. 

Prabetis; witaque magis quam morte favalis. 
Quid miruere boves, animal fine fraude dcliſque, 
Inuccuum ſimplex, natum telerare labors ? 
Immemor «ft demum, nec frugum munere dignus, 

Qui potuit, curvi dempto mode ponderi aratri, 
Ruricslam madtare ſuum—— Met. I. 15. v. 116. 
Jud m male conſuevit, guam fe parat ille cruori 

Impitss humano, Vituli qui guttura cultro 

Rumtit, & immatas præbet mugitibus aures ! 

Aut qui vagitus ini los tuerilibus hadum 

Edentem jugulare pott! Ib. v. 463. 


The Sheep was ſacrificed on no Pretence, 
| But meck and unreſiſ/ing Innocence. 

A fpatiint, uſeful Creature, bern to bear 

The warm and weoully Fleece, that cleth'd her Mur- 


terer ; 


A downright ſimple Drudge, and born to ſerve, 
O Tyrant ! with what Fuſtice canſt thou hope 
The Promiſe of the Tar, a pleutecus Crop; 

© Whew 
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| When thou deſtroy'ſt thy lub'ring Steer, weho till d, 
And plough'd with Pains, thy elje ungrateful Field“ 
From his yet reeting Neck, to draw "the Toke, 
That Neck, with avhich the farl Clads he broke ; 
Aal to the Hatchet yield thy Huſtandman, 

Ibo fury niſh'd Autumn, . the 9 ing bt ur 

I} bat more arcs can Maa de 7 in Sin 

So near Perfe&ion, awho with Blood begin : 4 

2 ts the Calf, that lies beneath the Knife, 

4 up, and from ler Butcher begs ber Life : | 
* F to the harmuliſi Kid, that, ere he dies, 7 
All Methods to procure thy Mercy tries, f 9 
Aid imitates in vain the Children's Cries. 

Dx vp. 


Perhaps that Voice or Cry ſo nearly reſembling the 
Human, with which Providence has endued ſo many 
different Animals, might purpolely be given them to 
move our Pity, aad prevent thoſe Cruelties we are t09 
apt to infiict on our Fellow-Creatures. +» 

There is a Paſſage in the Book of Fonras, DEL God 
declares his Unwillingneſs to deſtroy Nine weh, where 
methinks that Compaſſion of the Creator, which cx- 
tends to the meaneit Rank of his Creatures, is ex- 
preſſed with wonderful "Penderneſs——Should 7 not 
ſpare that great City, wherein are more than 2 
thouſund Perſfons----and alſo much Catti/c ? And we have 
in Deuteronomy a Precept of great Good-nature of this 
fort, with a Blefing in Form annexed to it, in theſe 
Words; F thou ſhalt find a Bird's Neft in the Way, 
thu ſhalt nit take the Dam with the 5. ang: But thou 
ſhalt in any wiſe let he Dem 20. ; that it may be well 
evith thee, and that thou may, K thy Days. 

To conclude, there 1s certainly a Degree of Grati- 
tude owing to thoſe Anima!s that . us; as for ſuch 
as are mortal or noxious, we have a Right to duitioy 
them; and for thoſe that are neither of Advantage or 
Prejudice to us, the common Enjoymeat of Life 1 
what I cannot think we ought ro deprive them of. 

This whole Matter, with regard to each of theſe 
Conſiderations, is ſet in a very ag recable Light in one 

of 
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of the Perſian Fables of Pilpay, with which I ſhall end 


this Paper. 

A Traveller paſſing thro' a Thicket, and ſeeing a 
few Sparks of a Fire, which ſome Paſſengers had 
kindled as they went that way before, made up to it. 
On a ſudden the Sparks caught hold of a Buſh, in the 
midſt of which lay an Adder, and ſet it in Flames. 
The Adder intreated the Traveller's Afiftance, who 


- tying a Bag to the End of his S aff, reached it, and 


Grew him out: He then bid him go where he pleaſed, 
but never more be hurtful to Men, ſince he owed his 
Life to a Man's Compaſſion. The Adder, however, 
prepared to fling him, and when he expoſtulated how 
unjuſt it was to retaliate Good with vil, 1 ſhall do 
no more (ſaid the Adder) than what you Men pradlie 
every Day, whoſe Cuſtom it is to requite Benefits with 
Ingratitude. If you cannot deny this Truth, let us 
refer it to the firſt we meet. 'The Man conſented, and 
ſeeing a Tree, put the Queſtion to it, in what Manner 
a good Turn was to be recompenſed ? If you mean ac- 
cording to the Uſage of Men (replied the Tree) by its 


.contrary : I have been ſtanding here theſe hundred 
Years to protect them from the ſcorching Sun, and in 


requital they have cut down my Branches, and are going 
to ſaw my Body into Planks. Upon this the Adder in- 
fulting the Man, he appealed to a ſecond Ev dence, 
which was granted, and immediately they met a Cow, 
The ſame Demand was made, and much the fame An- 
ſwer given, that among Men it was certainly ſo. I know 
it (faid the Cow) by wotul Experience; for I have 
ſerved a Man this long time with Milk, Butter and 
Cheeſe, and brought him beſides a Calf every Year ; 
but now | am old, he turns me in to this Palture, with de- 
ſign to ſe!] me to a Butcher, Who will thortly make an 


end of me. The Traveller upon this Rood confounded, 


but deſired, of Courteſy, one I'rial more, to be finally 
judged by the next Bealt they ſhould meet; this hap— 
pened to be the Fox, who ufon hcariny the Story in 
all its Circumſtances, could not be perſuaded it was 
poſlible for the Adder to enter in ſo narrow a Bag. 
The Adder, to convince him, went in again, when 
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the Fox told the Man he had his Enemy in his Power ; 
and with that he faſtened the Bag, and cruſhed him 


to Pieces. GUaRDIAN, Vol. I. No. 6r, 


DANCING. 


T is very natural to take for our u hole Lives a light 
Impreſſion of a Thing, which at tuſt fell ino Con- 
tempt with us for want of Conſideration. Ie real 
Uſe of a certain Qua'ikcation (which the wiſer Pait of 
Mankind look upon as at beſt an indifterent thing, ard 
generally a frivolous Circumſtance) ſhews the il Con— 
ſequence of ſuch Prepoileflions. What I mean, is the 
Art, Skill, Accompliſhment, or whatever you will 
call it, of Dancing. I kne a Gentleman of great 
Abilities, who bewail'd the Want of this Part of his 
Education to the End of a very honourable Life. He 
obferv'd that there was not. Occaſion for the common 
Uſe of great Talents; that they are but ſeldom in 
demand, and that theſe very great Talents were often 
render'd uſeleſs to a Man for want of ſmall Attain- 
ments. A good Mien (a becoming Motion, Geſture 
and Aſpe&) is natural to ſome Men; but even thoſe 
would be bizhly more graceful in their Carriage, if 
what they do from the Force of Nature were contirm'd 
and heighten'd from the Force of Reaſon. To one 
who has not at all confider'd it, to mention the Force 
of Reaſon on ſuch a Subject, will appear fantaſtical ; 
but when you have a little attended to it, an Aſſem- 
bly of Men will have quite anc:her View: And they 
will tell you, it is evident from plain and infallible 
Rules, why this Man with thoſe beautiful Features, 
and well fahioned Perſon, is not ſo agreeable as he who 
fits by him without any of thoſe Advamages. When we 
read, we do it without any exerted Act of Memory 
that preſents the Shape ot the Letters; but Habit 
makes us do it mechanically, without ſtaying, like 
Children, to recolle&t and join thoſe Letters. A Man 
wao has not had the Regard of his Gelture in any part 
of his Education, well fin himſelf unable to act with 
Freedom before new Company, as a Child that is but 
now learning would be to read without Heſitation. It 
1s 
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is for the Advancement of the Pleaſure we receive in be- 
ing agreeable to each other in ordinary Life, that one 
would wiſh Dancing were generally underſtood as con- 
ducive as it really is to a proper Deportment in Matters 
that appear the moſt remote from it. A Man of Learn- 
ing and Senſe is diſtinguiſhed from others as he is ſuc), 
tho' he never runs upon Points too difficult for the rei 
of the World; in like manner the reaching out of the 
Arm, and the molt ordinary Motion, diſcovers whether 
a Man ever learnt to know what is the true Harmony 
aud Compoſure of his Limbs and Countenance. Who— 
ever has teen Bz92h, in the Character of Pyrrbas, march 
to his Throne to receive Oris, is convinced that ma- 
zeſt:ck and great Conceptions are exprefied in the very 
Step ; but perhaps, tho' no other Man could perform 
that Incident as well as he does, he himſelf would do it 
with a yet greater Elevation, were he a Dancer. This 
is ſo dangerous a Subject to treat with Gravity, that I 
ſhall not at preſent enter into it any farther; but the 
Author of the following Letter has treated it in the 
Eſſay he ſpeaks of in ſuch a manner, that I am be- 
holden to him for a Reſolution, that I will never here- 
after think meanly of any thing, till I have heard what 
they who have another Opinion of it have to tay in 
its Defence. | 


Mr. SPECTATOR, 
INCE there are ſcarce any of the Arts or Sei- 
ences that have not been recommended to the 
„World by the Pens of ſome of the Profeſſors, Ma- 
ſters, or Lovers of them, whereby the Uſefulneſs, 
„Excellence, and Benefit ariſing from them, both as 
to the ſpeculative and practical Part, have been 
made publick, to the great Advantage and Improve 
ment of ſuch Arts and Sciences; why ſhould Dan- 
cing, an Art cclebrated by the Ancients in ſo ex- 
traordinary a manner, be totally negledted by the 
Moderns, and left deſtitute of any Pen to recom- 
mend its various Excellencics and fubſtantial Merit 
* to Mankind. | 
„The low Ebb to which Dancing is now fallen, is 
altogether owing to this Silence, The Art is 
«« eſteem'd 
» 
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eſteem'd only as an amuſing Trifle ; it lies altoge 
ther uncultivated, and is unnappily fallen under the 
Imputation*of illiterate and mechanick: And as 
Terence, in one of his Prologaes, complains of the 
Rope-dancers drawing all the Spectators from his 
Play, ſo may we well ſay, that Capering and 
Tumbling is now preferred to, aid ſupplics the 
Place of jult and regular Dancing on our Theatres. 


It is therefore, in my Opinion, hig'1 time that ſome 


one ſhculd come to its Aſſiſtance, ard recheve it 
from the many grols and growing Errors that have 
crept into it, and oveicait its real Beauties; and to 


{et Dancing in its true Light, would ſew the Uſeful- 
* nels and Elegancy of it, with the Pleaſure and In- 


ſtruction produc'd from it; and allo lay down ſome 
fundamental Rules, that might ſo tend to the Im- 
provement of the SpeCtators, that the firſt might 
be the better enabled to perform, and the latcer 
rendered more capable of judging, what is (if there 
be any thing) valuable in this Aft. 

To encourage therefore ſome ingenious Pen capa- 
ble of fo generous an Undertaking, and in ſome 
meaſure to relieve Dancing from the Diſadvantages 
it at preſent lies under, I, who teach to dance, have 
attempted a ſmall Treatiſe as an Eſſay towards an 
Hiſtory of Dancing; in which 1 have enquired in- 


to its Antiquity, Original, and Uſe, and ſhewn 


what Eſteem the Ancients had for it: I have like- 
wiſe conſidered the Nature and Perfection of all its 
ſeveral Parts, and how beneicial and delightful it 
is, both as a Qualification and an Exerciſe ;- and en- 
deavoured to anſwer all Objections that have been 
maliciouſſy raiſed againſt it I have proceeded to 
give an Account of the particular Dances of the 
Greeks and Roman; whether religious, warlike, or 
civil; and taken particular notice of that Part of 
Dan ing relating to the ancient Stage, ard in which 
the Pautomi mes hid fo great a Share: Nor have I 
been wanting in giving an hittorical . Account of 
ſome particular Maſters excellent in that ſurpriſing 
Art. After which, | have advanced ſome Obſer- 
vations on the modern Dancing, both as to the 

Stage, 
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Stage, and that Part of it, ſo abſolutely neceſſary 


for the Qualification of Gentlemen and Ladies; 
and have concluded with ſome ſhort Remarks on the 
Origin and Progreſs of the Character by which 
Dances are writ down, and communicated to one 
Maſter from another. If ſome great Genius after this 
would ariſe, and advance thi; Art to that Perfection 
it ſeems cap able of receiving, what might not be 
expected from it ? For if we conſider the Origin of 
Arts and Sciences, we ſhall find that ſome of them 
took 1ile from Beginnings ſo mean and unpromiſing, 
that it is very wonderful to think that ever ſuch ſur- 
priting Structures ſhoald have been raiſe] upon ſuch 
ordinary Foundations. But what cannot a great 
Genius etfect? Who would have thought that 
the clangorous Noiſe of a Smith's Hammers ſhculd 
have given the firſt riſe to Muhck ? Yet Meacrotius 
in his tecoi.d Book relates that Pythagoras, in paſung 
by a Smith's Shop, found that the Sounds proceec.- 
ing from the Hammers were eicher more grave or 
acute, according, to the different Weights of tie 
Hammers. The Philoſopher, to improve this Hint, 
ſuſpends different Weights by Strings cf the ſame 
Bignels, and found in like manner that the Sounds 
aniwered to the Weiglus. This being diſcover'd he 
ſinds oat thoſe Numbers which produc'd Sounds that 
we e Conſonants: As, that two Strings of the 
ſame Subitance and Tenſion, the one being double 
the Length of the otaer, give that Interval which 
is called Diapaſon, or an Eighth; the ſame was alto 
effected from two Strings of the ſame Length and 
dize, che one having four times the Tenſion of the 
other. By theſe Steps, from ſo mcan a Beginning, 
d'd this great Man reduce, what was only before 
Noiſe, to one of the moſt delightful Sciences, by 
marrying it to the Mathematicks; and by that 
means Cauſed it to be one of the molt abſtract and 
demonſtrative of Sciences, Who knows therefore 
but Motion, whether Decorous or Repreſentative, 
may not (as it ſeems higlily probable it may) be 
taken into conſideration by ſome Perſon capable of 
reducing it into a regular Science, tho' not ſo de- 

«« monſtrative 
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*© monfrative as that proceeding from Sounds, yet 
5 {ufiicient to entitle it to a Place among the magni- 
ig fy d Arts. 

Now, Mr. Spefator, as you have declared your- 
« ſelf Viſitor of Dancing-Schools, and this being 
an Undertaking which more immediately reſpects 
« them, | think myſelf indiſpenſably obliged, Lefore 
75 proceed to the Publication of this my Eflay, to 
* aſk your Advice; and hold it abſolutely neceſſary 
« to have your Approbation; and in order to recom— 
„ mend my Treatiſe to the Peruſal of the Parents of 
« ſuch as learn to dance, as well as to the young La- 
« dies, to Whom, as Wiſitor, you ought to be Gauar- 
© dan. 


** 


Salo, March 19. Jam, SIR, 
1711-12. Your m Wh humble Servant. 
SPECTATOR, Vol: V. No. 334. T. 


When Areas, the Hero of Virgil. is loſt in the 
Wood, and a perfect Stranger in the Place on which 


he is landed, he is accoked by a Lady in an Habit for 
the Chace, She enquires of him, Whether he has 
ſeen paſs by that Way ary young Woman dreſſed as 
ſhe was? We her ſhe were toilowing the Sport in the 
Wood, or any other way employed, according to the 
Cuſtom of Iluntreſſes? Ihe Hero anſwers with the 
Refpect due to the bell Appearance ſhe made; 
tells her, he ſaw no ſuch Perſon as the enquir'd for, 
but intimates that he knows her to be of the Deities, 
and Ceres the would conduct a Stringer. Her Form 
from her firſt Appearance maiaf.tted ſhe was more than 
mortal; but tho' ſhe was certainly a Goddeſs, the Poct 


does not make her known to be the Goddeſs of Beauty 


till fie moved : All the Charms of an agreeable Per- 
ſon are then in their higheſt Exertion, every Limb and 
Feature appears wi ith "their reſpective Grace, It is 
from this Obſervation, that I cannot help being ſo pal- 
fonate an Almirer as 1 am of good Dancing. As all 
Art is an Imitation of Nature, "this is an Imitation ot 
Nature in its higheſt Exce!lerce, and at a Time when 
ſhe is moſt agreeable. The Buſineſs of dancing” is to 
diſplay Beauty, and for that Reaſon all Piſtortions and 

NMimick- 
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Mimickeries, as ſuch, are what raiſe Averſion inſtead 

of Pleaſure: But Things that are in themſelves excel- 

lent, are ever attended with Impoſture and falſe Imi- 

tation. Thus, ach in Poetry there are laborious Fools 

who write Anagrams and Acrollicks, there are Pre- 

tenders in Dancing, who think merely to do what 

others cannot, is to excel. Such Creatures ſhould be 
rewarded like him who had acquired a Knack of 
throwing a Grain of Corn through the Eye of a Nee- 

dle, with a Buſhel to keep his Hand in Uſe. The 

Dancers on our Stages are very faulty in this Kind; 

and what they mean by writhing themſelves into ſuch 
Poſtures, as it would be a Pain for any of the Specta- 
tors to Rand in, and yet hope to pleaſe thoſe Specta- 

tors, is unintelligible. Mr. Prince has a Genius, if he 

were encouraged, weuld prompt him to better thivgs. 

In all the Dances he invents, you fee he keeps cloſe to 

the Characters he repreſents, He does not hope to 
pleaſe by making his Performers move in a manner 
in which no» one elſe ever did, but by Motions proper 
to the Characters he repreſents. He gives to Clowns 
and Lubbards clumſy Graces, that is, he makes them 
practiſe what they. would think Graces : And I have 
ſeen Dances of his, which might give Hints that 
would be uſefal to a Comick Writer. Theſe Per- 
formances have pleaſed the Tafte of ſuch as have not 
Reflection enough to know their Excellence, becauſe 
they are in Nature; and the diſtorted Mc tions of 
others have offended thoſe, who could not form Rea- 
ſons to themſelves for their Diſpleaſure, from their 
being a Contradiction to Nature. 

When one conficers the inexpreſiivle Advantage. 
there is in arriving at ſome Excellence in this Art, it 
is monſtrous to behold it ſo much neglected. The fol- 
lowing Letter has in it ſomeching very natural on this 


Subject. 


Mr. SPECTATOR, | 
« F Am a Widower with but one Daughter ; ſhe was 
« | ty Nature much inclined to be a Romp, and 1 
had no way of educating her, bat commancing a 
„young Woman, whom |1 emertained to take __ 
« 0 
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of her, to be very watchful in her Care and At- 
tendance about her. I am a Man of Buſineſs, and 
obliged to be much abroad. The Neighbours have 
told me, that in my Abſence our Maid has let in 
the ſpruce Servants in the Neighbourhood to Jun- 
ketings, while my Girl play'd and romped even in 
the Street. To tell you the plain Truth, 41 ca'ch- 
ed her once, at eleven Years o'd, at Chuck-Far- 
thing among the Boys. This put me upon new 
Thoughts about my Child, and I determined to 
place "her at a Boarding-School, and at the ſame 
time gave a very diſcreet young Gentlewoman ker 
Maintenance at the ſame Place and Rate, to be her 
Companion. I took little notice of my Girl 
from time to time, but ſaw her now and then 
in good Health, out of Harm's way, and was ſa- 
tisfied. Bat by much Importunity, I was lately 
prevail'd with to go to one of their Balls. I can- 
not expreſs to you the Anxiety my filly Heart 


* was in, when J ſaw my Romp, now iifteen, taken 


out: I never felt the Pangs of a Father upon me ſo 
ſtrongly in my whole Life before; and I cculd not 
have ſuffered mure, had my whole Fortune been at 
Stake. My Gul came on with the moſt becoming 
Modeſty I had ever ſeen, and caſting a reſpectful 
Eye, as if ſhe feared me more than all the Audi- 
ence, I gave a Nod, which [ think gave her all the 
Spirit ſhe aſſumed upon it, but ſhe roſe properly to 
that Dignity of Aſpect. My Romp, now the moſt 


* eraceful Perſon of her Sex, aſſumed a Majeſty 


which commanded the hig heſt Reſpet; and when 
ſhe turned to me, and ſaw my Face in Rapture, ſhe 
fell into the preitieſt Smile, and I ſaw in all her 
Motion that ſhe exulied in her Father's Satisfaction. 
You, Mr. Spectator, will, better than I can tell 
you, imagine to yourſelf all the different Beauties 


and Changes of Aſpect in an accompliſhed young 


Woman, fett! ing forth all her Beauties with a Deſign 
to pleaſe no one ſo mach as her Father. My Girl's 
Lover can never know half the Satisfaction that I 
did in her that Day. I could not poſſibly have ima- 
gined, that ſo great Improves ement could have been 

„ wrought 
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„ wrought by an Art that I always held in itſelf ridi- 


d > 
% culous and contemp'ible. There is, I am convin- 
C . * . 7 
: „ ced, no Method like this, to give young Women 
a Senſe of their on Value and Dignity ; and I am 
« ſure there can be none ſo expeditious to communi- 
1 : ö a 
e cate that Value to others. As for the flippant inſi- 
„ pidly Gay and wantonly Forward, whem you be- 
1 « hold among Dancers, that Carriage is more to be 
8 attributed to the perverie Genius of the Performers, 


„than imputed to the Art itſelf, For my part, my 
„Child has danced herſelf into my Eſtcem, and I 
| e have as great an Honour for her as ever I had for 
1 „her Mother, from whom ſhe derived thoſe latcut 


good Qualities which appeared in her Countenance 


2 « when the was dancing; for my Girl, tho' J ſay it 
| « myſelf, ſhewed in one Quarter of an Hour the in- 
4 nate Principles of a modeſt Virgin, a tender Wife, 
+ * a generous Friend, a kind Mother, and an indul— 
: „gent Miſtreſs. I'll ſtrain hard but I will purchaie 
0 * for her an Huſband ſuitable to her Merit. I am 
4 ** your Convert in the Admiration of what I thought 
t *« you jeſted when you recommended; and if you 
: pleaſe to be at my Houle on Thur/7ay next, I make 
7 a Ball for my Daughter, and you thall ſee her 
a dance, or, if you will do her that Honour, dance 
: «+ with her. 

) [ am, 8 1 R, 

} 1 our mojt humble Scrwant, | 

/ PHILIPATER. 
x | have ſome time ago ſpoken of a Treatiſe write: 

. by Mr. Weaver on this Subject, wh ch is now, 1 un- 
deritand, ready to be publithed. Tais Work ſets this 
1 Matter in a very plain and advan'ageous Light; and 
: I am convinced from it, that if tne Art was under 
s proper Regulations, it would be a mechanick way of 
: implanting inſenſibly in Minds, not capable of rece v- 
: ing it fo well by any other Rules, a Seuſe of Good— 
[ breeding and Virtue. 


1 


Were any one to ſee Mariamne dance, let him be 
never ſo ſenſual a Brute, I defy him to entertuin any 
Thoughts but of the higheſt Keipect and Eſteem t - 
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wards her. I was ſhewed laſt Week a Picture in 2 
Lady's Cloſet, for which ſhe had an hundred different 
Drelles, that the could clap on round the Face, on pur- 

pole to demonſtrate the Force of Habits in the Diver- 
ty of the ſame Countenance. Motion, and Change 
ot Poſture and Aſpect, has an Effect no leſs ſurpriſing 
on the Perſon of Mariamre when ſhe dances. 

(ebe is extremely pretty, and as ſilly as ſhe is pretty. 

This Idiot has a very good Ear, and a molt agreeable 
Shape; but the Folly "of the Ti ing is ſuch, that it 
{miles ſo impertinently, and affects to pleaſe ſo ſillily. 
that while ſhe dances you ſee the Simpleton from Head 
to Foot. For you mult know /as trivial as this Art 
is thought to be) no one ever was a good Dancer, 
that had not a good Underſtanding. If this be a 
Truth, I ſhall leave the Reader to j: :dge from that 
Maxim, what Eſteem they ought to have for ſuch Im- 
pertinents as fly, hop, caper, tumble, twirl, turn round, 
and jump over their Heads, and in a Word, play a 
thouſand Pranks which many Animals can do better 
than a Man, inſtcad of pertoiming to Perfection what 
the human Figure only is capable of performing. 

It may perhaps appear odd, that I, who ſet up for 
a mis ghty Lover, gt leaſt, of Virtue, ſhould take ſo 
much pins to rechinmend what the ſoberer Part of 
Mankind look vpoy to be a Trife ; but under Favour 

of the ſoberer Part{ct MankinJ, 1 think they have not 
enough conſidered this Matter, and for that Reaſon 

only Aiſeſteem I mult allo, in my own Juſtifica- 

tion, ſaꝝ attempt to brirg into the Service of 
Tönour and Virtie every thing in Nature that can : 
pretend to give elegant Delight. It may poſſibly be | 
proved, that Vice is in itſelf deſtructive of Fleature, | 
and Virtue in itſelf conducive to it. If the Dc lights | 
of a free Fortune were under proper Regulations thi: 
ruth would not want much Argument to ſupport it; 
ut it would be obvious to every Man, that there 
a a ſtrict Affinity between all- Things that are 
trqy laudable and beautiful, from the higheſt Senti— 
of the Soul, to the moſt indifferent Geſture of 
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DEAT R. 


OING Yeſterday to dine with an old Acquain- 
tance, I had the Misfortune to find his whole 
Family very much dejecied, Upon aſking him the 
Occaſion of it, he told me that his Wite had dreamt 
a ſtrange Dream the Night before, which they were 
afraid portended ſume Misſortune to themſelves or to 
their Children. At her coming into the Room, I ob- 
ſerved a ſettled Melancholy in 7 -r Cour.tenance, which 
I ſhould have been troubled for, had I not beard from 


whence it proceeced, We were no ſooner ſat down, 


but after having looked upon me a little while, My 


Dear (ſays the, turning to her Huſband) 1 may new ſee 
the Stranger that was in the Candle laſt Right. Soon 
after this, as they began to talk of Family Affairs, a 
little Boy at the lower End of the Table told her, that 
he was to go into Jcin-hard on Thur/4«y. Thurſday ! 

(lays ſhe) No, Child, if it picaſe God, you El! not begin 
* Childermas— day; _ Jour Writhn g-Maſitr, that 
Friday will be ſoon encu? I was ret] ecling with my - 
teif on the Oddneſs 5 her F ancy, and wondering 


S 
that any Body would eſtabliſh it as a Rule to loſe a 


Day in every Week. In the Midit of theſe my Mu— 
lings, ſhe defired me to reach her a little Salt upon 
the Point of my Knife, which 1 did in ſuch a Trepi- 
dation and Hurry of Obedience, that I let it crop by 

the Way; at which ſhe immed ately Rarticd, and ſaid 
it fell towards her. Upon this | looked very blank; 
and, obſerving the Concern of the whole Table, be- 
gan to conſider myſelf, with ſome Confaſton, as a P er- 
fon that had brought a J aſter upon the FP ami y. 
The Lady however recovering herſelf afte ra lite 
Space, ſaid to her Huſbund, with a Sigh, My Dear, 

M:sfortunes never come ſingle, My i ] found, 
acted but an under part at. his 1 ind bei ng a Wt an 
of more Good nature than Undcritanding, thinks hint. 
ſelf obliged to fall in with all the Pailors and Hu 
mours ot his Yoke-tellow :; Do 7 Hs "of member, Ch:7. "g 
(days ſhe) chat the Pigeon- hauſe fell the < ery Afternoon 


/ 


that our carelſs I anch ſilt the Salt upon the Table: 
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Yes, (ſays he) my Dear, and the next Poſt brought us an 
Acecunt of the Battle of Almanza. The Reader may 
gueſs at the Figure I made, after having done all this 
Miſchief. I diſpatched my Dinner as ſoon as J could, 
with my uſual Taciturnity ; when, to my utter Con- 
fuſion, the Lady ſeeing me quit my Knite and Fork, 
and laying them acrois one another upon my Plate, 
defired me that | would humour her ſo far as to take 
them out of that Figure, and place them Side by Side. 
What the Abſurdity was which I had committed, I 
did not know, but I ſuppoſe there was ſome tradition- 
ary Superſtition in it; and therefore, in Obedience to 
the Lady of the Houſe, I diſpoſed of my Knife and 
Fork in two paralle! Lines, which is the Fignre 1 
ſhall always leave them in for the future, tho' I do not 
know any Reaſon for it. 

It is not difficult for a Man to ſee that a Perſon has 
conceived an Averſion to him. For my own Part, I 
quickly found, by the Lady's Looks, that the regarded 
me as a very odd kind of Fellow, with an unfortunate 
Aſpe&. For which Reaſon I took my Leave imme 
diately after Dinner, and withdrew to my own Lodg- 
ings. Upon my Return home, I fell into a profound 
Contemplation on the Evils that attend theſe ſuperſti— 
tious Follies of Mankind ; how they ſubject us to ima- 
girary Afflictions, and aditional Sorrows, that do not 
properly come within our Lot, As if the natural Ca- 
lamities of Life were no: ſufficient for it, we turn the 
mot indifferent Circumſtances into Misforiunes, and 
ſuffer as much from triiling Accidents, as from real 
Evils. I have know the ſhooting of a Star ſpoil a 
Night's Reſt; and have ſeen a Man in Love grow 
pale and loſe his Appetite, upon the plucking of a 
'Merry-thought. A Screech-Owl at Midnight, has 
alarmed a Family more that a Band of Robbers ; nay, 
the Voice of a Cricket hath ſtruck moie Terror than 
the Roaring of a Lion. There is nothing ſo incon- 
ſiderable, which may not appear dreadful to an Imagi- 
nation that is filled with Omens and Prognolticks. A 
Tuſty Nail, or a crooked Pin, ſhoot up into Prodigies, 
I remember 1 was once in a mixt Atiembly, that 
Was full of Noiſe and Mirth, when on a ſudden an 
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old Woman unluckily obſerved there were thirteen of 
us Company. This Remark ſtruck a panick Terror 
into ſeveral who were preſent, iaſomuch that one or 
two of the Ladies were going to leave the Room ; 
but a Friend of mine taking Notice that one of our 
Female Companions was big with Child, affirmed there 
were fourteen in the Room, and that, inſtead of por- 
tending one of the Company ſhould die, it plainly 
foretold one of them ſhould be born. Had not my 
Friend found out this Expedient to break the Omen, I 
queſtion not but half the Women in the Company 
would have fallen ſick that very Night. 
An old Maid, that is troubled with the Vapours 
produces infinite D:{turbances of this Kind among her 
Friends and Neighbours. I know a Maiden Aunt, of 
a great Family, who is one of theſe antiquated S7by/s, 
that forbodes and propheſies from one End of the Year 
to the other. Sne-is always ſeeing Apparitions, and 
hearing Death-Watches ; and was the other Day al- 
moſt fri hted out of her Wits by the great Houſe-Dog, 
that howlcd in the Stable at a Time when ſhe lay 1; 
of the Tooth ach. Such an extiavagant Caſt of Mi 4 
engages Mauititules of Pegple, not only in imper ius 
Terrors, but in ſupernumerary Duties of Liſe; a aig 
ariſes from that Fear and Ignorance which are natura! 
to the Soul of Man. The Horror with which we en- 
tertain the Thoughts of Death (or indeed of any future 
Evil) and the Uncertainty of its Approach, fill a 
melancholy Mind with innumerable Apprehenſions and 
Suſpicions, and conſequendy diſpoſe it to the Obſer- 
vation of ſuch groundleſs Prodigies and Predictions. 
For as it 15 the chiet Concern of wife Men to retrench 
the Evils of Life by the Reaſonings of Pailoſophy, it 
is the Employment of Fools to multiply tnem by the 
Sentiment of Superſtition. 
For my own Part, I ihouJd be very much troubled 
were I endowed with this divining Quality, though it 
ſhould inform me truly of every thing that can betal 
me. I would not anticipate tne Relith of any Hap- 
pineſs, nor feel the Weight of auy Miſery, before it 
actually arrives, 
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I know but one Way of ſortifyirg my Soul again! 


theſe gloomy Preiages and Terrors of Mind. and that 
is b. Tecuring to myſelf the Friendſhip and Protecticn 
of that Being who diipoles of Events, and goverrs Fu- 
turity. He ſces, at one Yu ew, the who! 8 Thread of 
my Exiſtence, not on! y tha t Part of it which I have 


already pailed through, 90 that which runs forward. 


into all the Depths of Eternity. Whenl lay me dow n 
to Sleep, I recommend myſelf to his Care ; when ! 
awzke, I give myſelf up to bis Dirt Gion. Amit all 
the Evils that threaten me, I wiil lock up to him for 
Help, and queſtion not but Le wl either avert them. 
or tarn them to my Advantage. Though I know net- 
4 er tue TI me nor the M. IL ner of the "Death I am to 

, I am not at all ſolicitous about it; becauſe I am 
5 that he knows them both, and that he will not fail 
to comiort and ſupport me uncer them. 


SPECTATOR, Vol. 5 No. . 


There is a ſort of Delight, which is alternately mixed 
with 3 or and Sorrow, in the Contemplation of 
De: th. The Soul has its Curioſity more than ordi- 
pariiy y awakened, when 1T turns its Thonghts uro the 
Cor uct of ſuch who have behaved themſelves with 
an ua] 4 reſigned, a chearful. a generous or hero- 
ick emper in that Extremity. We are affected with 
thoſe retpecive ers Ci chaviour, as we ſecretly 
believe tue Part of the dying Perſon imitable by cur- 
ſe ves, or ſuch as we imagine ourſelves more particu- 
larly capable of. Men of exalted Minds march be— 
Dre us like Princes, and are, to the ordinary Race of 
Mankind, rather Subjects of their Acmiration than 
Example. However, there are no Ideas ſtrike more 
forcib!y upon our Imagination, than thoſe which are 
raiſed from Reflexions upon the Exits of great and 
excellent Men. Innocent Men who have ſuffercd as Cri— 
minals, tho' they were Eencfactors to human Society, 
ſeem to be Perſons of the highelt Diſtinction, among 
the valily great Number of human Race, the Dead. 
When the Iniquity of the Times brought t Socrates tO 
his Execution, how great and wonderful 1s it to behold 
him, unſu pported by any thing but the Teſtimony of 

his 
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his own Conſcience, and Conjectures of hereafter, re- 
ceive the Poiſon with an Air of Mirt1 and Good-hu- 
mour, as if going on an azrecable Journey beſpeal 
ſome Deity to make it fortunate. 


When Phocion's good Actions had met with the like 
| Reward from his Cou :ntry, and he was led to Death 


with many others of his Friends, they bewailing tier 
Fate, he walking compoſedly towards the Place of 
Execution, how gracefully does he ſupport his 1lluftri.. 

dus Character to the very lait Iaſtant. One of the 
Rabble ſpitting -at him as he pailed, with his uſual 
Authority he called to know if no one was ready to 
teach this Fellow how to behave himſelf, When a 
poor-{pirited Creature that died at the ſame Time for 
his Crimes bemoaned himſelf unmantully, he rebuked 
him with this Queſtion, Is it no Conlojation to ſuch a 
Man as thou art to die with Phocion? At the Inſtant 


when he was to die, they aſked what Commands he 


had for his Son? He anſwer'd, To forget this Injury 
of the Athenians. Nizcles, his Friend, under the fame 
Sentence, defired he might drink the Potion before 
him; Phecion ſaid, becauſe he never had denied hum 
any thing, he would not even this, the moſt cificuic 
Requeſt he had ever made. 
Theſe laſtances were very noble and great, and the 


' Retlexions of thoſe ſublime Spirits, had made Death to 


them what it is really intended to be by the Author of 
Nature, a Relief from a various Being ever ſubject to 
Sorrows and Difnculties. 

Ep:minondas, the Theban General, having received in 
Fight a mortal Stab with a Sword, which was left in 
his Body, lay in that Poſture till he had Intelligence 
that his Troops had obtained the Victory, and then 
permitted it to be drawn out; at which Inſtant he ex- 
preſſed himſelf in this Manner, Tis is not the End of my 
Life, my Fellow-Soldiers ; it is now your Epaminondas 7s 
born, who dics in fo much Gry. 

It were an endleſs Labour to collect the Accounts 
with which all Ages have filled the World of noble 


and heroick Minds that have reſigned this Being, as 


if the Termination of Life were but an ordinary ” Oc- 


__currence of it, 
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This common-place way of thinking, I fell into front 
an aukward Endeavour to throw off a real and freſh 
Affliction, by turning over Books in a melancholy 
Mood ; but it is not eaſy to remove Grie's which touch 
the Heat, by applying Remedies which only enter- 
tain the Imagination, As therefore this Paper is to 
conſiſt of any thing which. concerns human Life, I 
cannot help letting the preſent Subject regard what has 
been the laſt Object of my Eyes, tho' an Entertainment 
of Sorrow. 

{ went this Evening to viſit a Friend, with a Deſign 
to rally him, upon a Story I had heard of his intend- 
ing to ſteal a Marriage without the Privity of us his 
intimate Friends and Acquaintance. I came into his 
Apartment with that Intimacy which I have done for 
very many Years, and walked directly into his Bed- 
chamber, where J found my Friend in the Agonies of 
Death. What could I do? The innocent Mirth in 
my Thoughts, ſtruck upon me like the moſt flagitious 
Wiel edneſs: I in vain called upon him; he was ſenſe— 
lets, aid 00 far ſpent to have the leait knowledge of 
my Sorrow, or any Pain in-himſelf, Give me Leave 
taen to tranſcribe my Soliloquy, as I Rood by his 
Mother, dumb with the Weight of Grief for a Son 
who was her Honour and her Comfort, and never till 
that Hour ſince bis Birth, had been an Occaſion of a 
Moment's Sorrow to her. 

How ſurpriſing is this Change! from the Poſſeſ. 
% ſion of vigorous Life and Strength, to be reduced 
« ina few Hours to this fatal Extremity ! "Thoſe Lips 
« which look ſo pale and livil, within thele few Days 
„ gave Delight to all who heard their Utterance : It 
« was the buſineſs, the Purpole of his Being, next to 


« obey ing him to whom he is going, to pleaſe and in- 


« ſtruct, and that for no other End but to pleaſe and 
« jnſtruct. Kinducſs was the Motive of his Actions, 
« and with all the Capacity requiſite for making a 
« Figure in a contentious World, Moderation, Gcod- 
* nature, Aﬀability, Temperance, and Chaſtity, were 
« the Arts of his excelicnt Life. There as he lies in 
* helpleſs Agony, no wife Man who knew him {9 well 
« as I, but woald reign all the World can beſtow to 
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** be ſo near the End of ſuch a Life. Why does my 
© Heart ſo little obey my Reaſon as to lament thee, 


thou excellent Man, — Heaven receive him, or re- 


&« ftore him. — Thy beloved Mother, thy obliged. 
« Friends, thy helpleis . Servants, ſtand around thee 
« witho:t Diſtinction. How much wouldſt thou, hadſt 
«« thou thy Senſes, ſay to each of us ! 

© But now that g00.4 Heart burſts, and he is at reſt 
* vith that Breath expired a Soul who never in- 
« dulpcd a Paſſion unfit for the Place he is gone to: 
« Where are now thy Plans of Juſtice, of Irath, of 
„Honour? Of what Uſe the Volumes thou haſt col- 
„ lated, the Arguments thou halt invented, the Exam- 
„ ples thou haſt followed? Poor were the Expecta— 
„tions of the Studious, the Modeſt and the Good, if 
„the Reward of their Labours were only to be ex- 


 « pected from Man. No, my Friend, thy intended 


„ Pleadings, thy intended good Ottices to thy Friends, 


% thy intended Services to thy Country, are already 


performed (as to-tiyy Concern 1a them in his Sight 
before whom the palt, preſent, and future appear 
at one View. While others with thy Talents were 
'« tormented with Ambition, with Vain glory, with 
+ Envy, with Emulation, how well di!ſt thou turn 
* thy Mind to its own Improvement in Things out of 
© the Power of Fortune; in Prabity, in Integrity, in 
* the Practice and Study of Juſtice ; how ſilent thy 
„ Paſſage, how private thy Journey, how glorious thy 
« End! Mun have I known more famous, ſome mare 
© knowing, not one fo innocent.” 
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am very much pleaſed with a conſolatory Letter 
of Phalaris, to one who had loſt a Son that was a- 
young Man of great Merit. The Thought with which 
he comforts the afflicted Father, is, to the belt of my 
Memory, as fo:l»ws : That he ſhould conſider Death 
had ſet a kind of Seal upon his Son's Character, an! 
placed him out of the Reach of Vice and intamy : 
That while he lived, he was (till within the Pothbility 
of falling away from Virtue, and loſing the Fame of 
N 5 which 
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which he was poſſeſſed. Death only cloſes a Man's 
Reputation, and determines it as good or bad. 

This, among other Motives, may be one Reaſon 
wity we are naturally averſe to the lanching out into 
a Man's Praiſe till his Head is laid in the Duſt. Whiltt 
he is capable of changing, we may be forced to retract 
our Opinions. He may forfeit the Eitcem we have 
conceived of him, and ſome Time or other appear to 
us under a different Light from what he docs at pre- 
ſeat. In ſhort, as the liſe cf any Man cannot be call'd 
happy or unhappy, ſo neither can. it be pronounced vi- 
$1013 or virtuous, before that Concluſion of it. 

It was upon this Conſideration, that Epaminzondas, 
being aſked whether Chatrias, Tphicrates, or he himſelf 
deſerved moſt to be eſteemed ? You muſt firſt ſee us 
die, ſaitn he, before that Queſtion can be anſwered. 

As there is not a more melanchel, Conitderation to 
a good Man than his being obnoxicus to ſuch a Change, 
io there is nothing more glorio::'s than to keep up an 
Uniormity in his Actions, and preſerve the Beauty of 
his Character to the laſt. 

The End of a Man's Life is often comparcd to the 
winding up of a well-written Play, where the princi 
pal Perſons {till at in Character, whatever the Fate is 
which they undergo. There is {carce a great Perſon 
in the Grecian or Roman Hiſtory, whoſe Death has not 
been remarked upon by ſome Writer or other, ard 
cenſured or applauded according to the Genius or Prin- 
ciples of the Perſon who has deſcanted on it. Mon- 
feur de St. Evremond is very particular in ſetting forth 
the Conſtancy and Courage of Petromus Arbiter during. 
his laſt Moments, and thinks he diſcovers in them a 
greater Firmneſs of Mind and Reſolution, than in the 
Death of Seneca, Cate, or Socrates, There is no que- 
tion but this polite Author's Affectation of appearing 
fngular in bis Remarks, and making Diſcoverics 
which had eſcaped the Obſervation of others, threw 
him into this Courſe of Reflexion. It was Petronius's 
Merit, that he died in the ſame Gaiety of Temper in: 
which he lived; but as his Life was altogether looſe 
uud diffolute. the Indifference which he ſhewed at the 
Cloſz of it, is to be looked upon as a Piece of 5 
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ra! Careleſneſs and Levity, rather than Fortitude. The 
Reſolution of Szctates, proceeded from very different 
Motives, the Conſciouſneſs of a well-ſpent Life, and 
the Proipect of a happy Eternity. If the ingenious 
Author above-mentioned was' ſo pleaſed with Gatety 
of Humour in a dying Man, he might have found a 
much more nobler Inſtance of it in our Countryman 
Sir 7 h3mas More. 

This great and learned Man was famous for enli- 
vening his ordinary Diſcourles with, Wit and Pleaſan- 
try ; and, as Fraſmus tells him in an Epiſtle Dedicato- 


ry, ated in all Parts of Life like a ſecond Democritus. 


He died upon a Point of Religion, and is reipeced. 
as a Martyr by that Side for which he ſuffer'd. That 
innocent Mirth, which had been ſo conſpicuous in his 
Life, did not forſake him to the laſt : He maintain'd 
the fame Chearfulneſs of Heart upon the Scaffold, 
which he uſed to ſhew at his Table ; and, upon laying 
his Head on the Block, gave Inſtances of that good 


Humour with which he had always entertained his- 


Friends in the molt ordinary Occurrences, His Deatk 


was of a piece with his Life. There was nothing in 


it new, forced or affected. He did not look upon the 


{ſevering his Head from his Body as a Circumſtance 
that, ought to produce any Change in the Diſpoſition- 
of his Mind; and as he died under a fixed and ſettled” 


Hope of Immortality, he thought any unuſual degree 


of Sorrow and concern improper on ſuch an Occaſion, 


as had nothing in it which could deje& or terrify him. 


There is no great Danger of Imitation from this 
Example. Mens natural Fears will be a ſufficient. 
Guard againſt it. I ſhall! only obſerve, that what was 


Philoſophy in this extraordinary Man, would be Fren- 


zy in one who does not reſemble him as well in the 


Chearfulneſs of his Temper, as in the Sanctity of hi: 
lite and Manners. 

J ſhall conclude this Paper with the Inſtance of a 
Perſon who ſeems to me to have ſhewn more Intrepi- 


dity and Greatneſs of Soul in his dying Moments, than 
what we meet with among any of the moſt celebrated 
Greets and Romans. I met with this Inſtance in the 
| | _ Hiſtory: 
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Hiltory of the Revolutions in Portuga/, written by the 
Ab bot as Lertot. 

When Don Sebaſtian, Kühe of Portugal, had invaded 
the Territorics of Muly Moluc, Emperor of Morocco, in 
order to dethrone him, and ſet his Crown upon the 
Head of his Nephew, Moluc was wearing away with 
a Diſtemper which he himſelf knew was incurable, 
However, he prepared for the Reception of ſo formi- 
Gable ary Enemy. He was indeed ſo far ipent with 
| his Sickneſs, that he did not expect to live out the 
whole Day, when the laſt deciſive Battle was given; but 
knowing the fatal Conſequences that would happen to 
his Children and People, in caſe he ſhould die before 
he put an End to tha: War, he commanded his prin— 
cipal Oflicers that if he died during the Engagement, 
tl.cy ſhould conceal his Death from the Army, and 
that they ſhould ride up to the Litter in which his 
Corple was carried, under Pretence of receiving Orders 
from him as uſual. Before the Battle begun, "be was 
carried through all the Ranks of his Army in an open 
Litter, as they ſtood drawn up in Array, encouragin 
them to fight valiantly, in Defence of their Religion 
and. Country. Finding afterwards the Battle to go 
againſt him, tho' he was very near his Agonics, he 
threw himſelf cut of his Litter, rallied his Army, and 
led them on to the Charge; which afterwards ended 
in a Complete Victory on the Side of the Moors. He 
had no ſooner brought his Men to the Engagement, 
but finding himſelf utterly ſpent, he was again replaced 
in his Litter, where laying his Finger to his Mouth, to 
enjoyn Secrecy to his Officers who ſtood about him, he 
dicd a few Moments aſter. in that Poſture. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. V. No. 349. L. 


In fair Weather, when my Heart is cheared, and I 
feel that Exaltation of Spirits which reſults from Light 
and Warmth, joined with a beautiful Proſpe& of Na- 
ture, I regard myſelf as one placed by the Hand of 
God in the Midſt of an ample Theatre, in which the 
Sun, Moon and Stars, the Fruits alſo, and Vegetables 
of the Earth, perpetaally IC their Poſitions, or 
the ir 
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ö their Aſpects, exhibit an elegant Entertàinment to the 
Underſtanding, as well as to the Eye. | 
1 Thunder and Lightning, Rain and Hail, the painted 
1 | Bow, and the glaring Comets, are Decorations of this 
> mighty Theatre. And the fable Hemiſphere ſtudded 
1 wien Spangles, the blue Vault at Noon, the glorious 
Gildinzs and rich Colours in the Horizon, I look on 
- as ſo many ſucceſſive Scenes. | | 
When 1 confider 'Things in this Light, methinks it 
is a ſort of Impiety to have no Attention to the Courſe 
of Nature, and the Revolutions of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies. To be regardleſs of thole Phenomena that are 
placed within our View, on purpoſe to entertain our 
| Faculties, and ditplay the Wiſdom and Power of their 
5 Creator, is an Aﬀront to Providence of the lame Kind, 
5 (I hope it is not impious to make ſuch a Simile) as it 
would be to a good Poct, to fit out his Play without 
minding the Plot or Beauties of it. 

And yet how few are there who attend to the Drama 
of Nature, its artificial Structure, and thoſe admirable 
Machines, whereby the Paſſions of a Philoſopher are 
oratefully agitated, and his Soul affected with the ſweet 
Emotions of Joy and Surprite ? _ 

How many Fox-hunters and rural Squires are to be 
found in Great Britain, who are ignorant that they 
have all this while lived on a Planet; that the Sun is 
ſeveral thouſand Times bigger than the Earth; and 
that there are other Worlds within our View, greater 
and more glorious than our own. Ay, but, ſays ſome 
illiterate Fellow, I enjoy the World, and leave others 
to coatemplate it. Yes, you cat and drink, and run 
about upon it, that is, you enjoy it as a Brute ; but to 
enjoy it as a rational Being is to know it, to be ſenſible 
of its Greatneſs and Beauty, to be delighted with its 
N Harmony, and by theſe Reflexions to obtain juſt Semi- 
5 ments of the Almighty Mind that framed it. 
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| ; The Man who, unembarraiſed with vu'gar Cares, 1 
f F leiſurely attends to the Flux of Things in Heaven, and " 
] 'Things on Earth, and obſerves the Laws by which oy 
they are governed, hath ſecured to himſelf an eaſy and 1 
convenient Seat where he beholds with Pleaſure all N 
| ö that paſſes on the Stage of Nature, While thoſe about 


him 
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him are, ſome faſt aſleep, and others ſtruggling for the 
highelt Places, or turning their Eyes from the Enter- 
tainment prepared by Providence, to play at Puſh-pin 
With one another. 

Within this ample Circumference of the World, the 
glorious Lights that ate hung on high, the Meteors in 
the middle Re: ion, the various Livery of the Earth, 
and the Profuſion of good Things that diſtinguiſh the 


Seaſons, yield a Proſpes which annihilates all human 


| Cao: But when we have teen frequent Returns 


ot the ſame Thinzs, when we have often viewed the 
Heaven and the Earth in all their various Array, our 
Attention flags and our Admiration ceaſes. All the 
Art and Magnificence in Nature, could not make us 
pleaſed with the ſame Entertainment, preſented an hun- 
dred Years ſucceſſively to our View. 

| am led into this way of thinking, by a Queſtion 
ſtarted the other Night, wiz. Whether it were poſlible 
thata Man ſhould be weary of a Fortune and a heal- 
thy Courſe of Life? My Opinion was, that the bare 
Repetition of the fame Objects, abſtracted from all 
other Inconvenliencies, was fuilicient to create in our 
Minds a Diſtaſte of the World; and that the Abhor— 


' rence old Men have of Death, proceeds rather from a 


Diſtruſt of what may follow, than from the Proſpe& 
of loſing any preſent Enjoyments. For (as an ancient 
Author ſomewhere expreſſes it) when a Man has ſeen 
the Vicifitudes of Night and Day, Winter and Summer, 
Spring and Autumn, the returning Faces of the ſeve- 
75 parts of Nature, what is there farther to detain his 
Fancy here below ? 

The Spectacle indeed is glorious, and may bear 
viewing ſeveral Times. But in a very few Scenes of 
revolving Years, we feel a Satiety of the ſame Images, 
the Mind grows impatient to ſee the Curtain drawn, 
and bchold new Scenes diſcloſed, and the Imagination 
is in this Life filled with a confuſed Idea of the next. 

Death, conſider'd in this Light, is no more than 
paſſing from one Entertainment to another. If the pre- 
{ent Objects are grown tireſom and diſtaſteful, it is in 
order to prepare our Minds for a more exquiſite Reliſh 
of choſe which are ireſh and new, If the good Things 

c we 
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we have hitherto enjoyed are tranſient, they will be 
ſucceeded by thoſe which the inexhauſtible Power of 
the Deity will ſupply to eternal Ages, If the Plea- 
ſores of our preſent State are blended with Pain and 
Uneaſineſs, our future will confilt of ſincere unmixed 
Delights. Bleſſed Hope! the Thought whereof turns 
the very Impe:feftions of our Nature into Occaſions of 
Comfort and Joy. 

Zut what Conſolation is left to the Man who hath 
ro Hope or Proſpect of theſe Things? View him in 
that Part of Life when the natural Decay of his Facul- 
ties concurs with the Frequency of the ſame Obje&s 
to make him weary of this World, when, like a Man 
who hangs upon a Precipice, his preſent Situation is 
uneaſy, and the Moment he quits his Hold, he is ſure 
of {linking into Hell or Annihilation. 

There is not any Character ſo hateful as his who in- 
vents Racks and Tortures for Mankind. The Free- 
thinkers make it their Buſineſs to introduce Doubts, 
Perplexities, and Deſpair into the Minds of Men, and 
according to the Poet's Rule, are moſt juitly puniſhed 
by their own Schemes, 

GUuaRDIan, Vol. II. No. 169. 
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Aſſing under Ludgate the other Day, I heard a 
Voice bawling for Charity, which I thought 1 had 

ſomewhere heard before. Coming near to the Grate, 

the Priſoner called me by my Name, and deſired 1 

would throw ſomething into the Box : I was out of 

Countenance fer him, and did as he bid me, by put- 

ting in half a Crown. I went away, reflecting upon 

the ſtrange Conſtitution of ſome Men, and how meanly 

q they behave themſelves in all Sorts of Conditions, 

i The Perſon who begged of me is now, as 1 take it, 

\ Fifty: I was well acquainted with him till about the 

Age of Twenty-five ; at which Time a good Eſtate 

tell to him by the Death of a Relation. Upon coming 

to this unexpected good Fortune, he ran into all the 

Extravagancies imaginable ; was frequently in drunken 

Diſputes, broke Drawers Heads, talked and ſwore 


loud 
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loud, was unmannerly to thoſe above him, and inſo— 
lent to thoſe below him. I could not but remark, that 
it was the ſame Baſeneſs of Spirit which worked in 
his Behaviour in both Fortunes: The ſame little Mind 
was 19{oleat in Riches, aud ſhamelets in Poverty. This 
Accident made me mule upon the Circumitance of be- 
ing in Debt in general, and ſolve in my Mind what 
Tempers were molt apt to fall into this Error of Life, 
as well as the Misfortune it muſt needs be to languiſh 
under ſuch Preſſures. As for myſe!f, my natural Aver- 
ſion to that ſort of Converſation which makes a Figure 
with the Generality of Mankind, exempts me from 
any Temptations to Expence ; and all my Bufineſs lies 
within a very narrow Compaſs, which 1s only to give 
an honeſt Man, who takes Care of my Eſtate, proper 
Vouchers for his quarterly Payments to me, and ob- 
ſerve what Linnen my Laundreſs brings and takes away 
with her once a Week : My Steward brings his Receipt 
ready for my Signing; and I have a pretty Implement 
with the reſpective Names of Shirts, Handkerchiefs, 
and Stockings, with proper Numbers to know how to 
reckon with my Laundreſs. This being almoſt all the 
Buſineſs I have in the World for the Care of my own 
Affairs, I am at full Leiſure to obſerve upon what 
others do, with relation to their Equipage and 
Oeconomy. | 

When I walk the Street, and obſerve the Hurry 
about me in this Town, 


Where with lite Haſte, thro" different Ways they run; 
Some to undo, and ſome to be undone. 


I ſay, when I behold this vaſt Variety of Perſons and 
Humours, with the Pains they both take for the Ac- 
compliſhment of the Ends mentioned in the above 
Wertes of Dex/am, I cannot much wonder at the En- 
- deavour after Gain, but am extremely aſtoniſhed that 
Men can be fo inſenſible of the Danger of running 
into Debt. One would think it impoſuble a Man who 
is given to contract Debts ſhould know, that his Cre- 
ditor has, from that Moment in which he tranſgreſſes 
Payment, ſo much as that Demand comes to in his 
Debtor's Honour, Liberty and Fortune, One would 

= think. 
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think he did not know, that his Creditor can ſay the 
worſt thing imaginable of him, to wit, That he is unjuſt, 
without Defamation ; and can ſeize his Perſon, with- 
out being guilty of an Aſſault. Vet ſuch is the looſe 
and abandoned Turn of ſome Mens Minds, that they 
can live under theſe conſtant Apprehenſ:ons, and ſtill 
29 on to increale the Cauſe of tiem. Can there be a 
more low and ſe. vile Cordition, than to be aſhamed, or 
afraid to (ee any one Man breathing? Yet he that is 
much in Debt, is in that Condition with relation to 
twenty different People. I here are indeed Circumſtan- 
ces wherein Men of honeſt Natures may become liable 
to Debts, by ſome unadviſed Behaviour in arty great 
Point of their Life, or mortgaging a Man's Honeſty 
as a Security ſor that of another, and the like; but 
theſe Inſtances are ſo particular and circumſla: t ated, 
that they cannot come within general Conſiderations : 
For one ſuch Caſe as one of theſe, there are ten, where 
a Man, to keep up a Farce of Retinue and Grandeur 
within his own Houſe, ſhall ſirink at the Expectation 


of ſurly Demands at his Doors. The Debtor is the: 


Creditor's Criminal, and all the Officers of Power and 


State, whom we behold make fo great a Figure, are 
no other than ſo many Perſons in Authority to make 


good his Charge againſt him. Human Socicty de- 
pends upon his havir g the Vengeance Law allots him; 
ard the Devtor owes his Liberty to his Neighbour, as 
much as the Murderer does his Life to his Prince. 

Our Gentry are, generally ſpeaking, in Debt ; and 

many Families have put it into a kind of Mcthed of 
being ſo from Generation to Generation. The Father 
mortgages when his Son is very young; and the Boy 
1s to marry as ſoon as he is at 1555 to redeem it, and 
find Portions for his Siſters. I his, forſooth, is no 


great Inconvenience to him; for he may Wench, 


KCeP a publick Table, or feed Dogs, like a worthy 
Er 705 Gentleman, till be has out- run half his Eſtate, 
and leave the ſame Incumbrance upon his Firſt-born, 
and {o on, till one Man of more Vigour than ordinary 
goes quite through the Eſtate, or ſome Man of Senſe 
comes into it, and ſcorns to have an Eſtate in Partner- 
hip, that is to ſay, liable to the Demand or Inſult of 
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any Man living. There is my Friend Sir 4narexv, 
tho' for many Years a great and general 'I'rader, was 
never the Detendant in a Law-ſuit, in all the Pe: ple xi- 
ty of Buſineſs, and the Iniquity of Mankind at preient : 

No one had any Colour for the leaſt Complaint againſt 


his Dealings with him. This is certainly as uncom- 


mon, and In its Proportion as laudable in a Citizen, 
as it is in a General never to have ſuffered a Diſadvan- 
tage in Fight, How different from this Gentleman is 
ack 1rugpenrny, who has been an old Acquaintance of 
Sir Andrew and myſelf from Boys, but could never 
learn our Caution. Tack has a whoriſh unreſilted 
Good-nature, which makes him incapable of having 
a Property in any thing. His Fortune, his Reputation, 

his Time and his Capacity, are at any Man's Service 
that comes firſt, When he was at School, he was 
whipped thrice a Weck for Faults he took upon him 
to excule others; ſince he came into the Buſineſs of 
the World, he has been arreſted twice or thrice a Year 
for Debts he had nothing to do with, but as Surety 
for others: And I remember when a Friend of his 
had ſuffered in the Vice of the Town, all the Phyſick 
his Friend took was conveyed to him by Jack, and 
inſcribed, « A Bolus or an EleQuary for Mr. True 

« penny. " Fack had a good Eſtate left him, which 
came to nothing; becaule he believed all who pre- 
tended to Demands upon it. This Eaſineſs and Cre- 
dulity deſtroy all the other Merit he has; and he has 
all his Life been a Sacrifice to others, without ever 
receiving Thanks, or doing one good Action. 

I will end this Diſcourſe with a Speech which I 
heard Jack make to one of his Creditors, (of whom 
he deſerved gentler Uſage) after lying a whole Night 
in Cuſtody at his Suit. 


d 1-R, 
« Your Ingratituce for the many Kindneſles J have 
„ done you, ſhall not make me unthankful- for the 
Good you have done me, in letting me ſee there 
« is ſuch a Man as you in the World. I am obliged 
* to you for the Diſtidence I ſhall have all the reſt 
« of 
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of my Liſe: I fall heres fter truſt xa Man jo fur 
as ty be in his Debt. | 
SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 82. R. 


DETRACTION. 


HAVE not ſcen you lately at any of the Places 
where I viſit, ſo that Jam afraid you are whol'y 
unacquiinted with what paſtes among my Part of 
the World, who are, tho' J ſay it, without Contro- 
verſy, the molt accompliſhed aud beit bred of the 
Town. Give me leave to tell you, that I am ex- 


tremely d {compoſed when I hear Scandal, and am 


an utter Enemy to all Manner of Detraction, and 
think it the greateſt Meanneſs that People of Dil- 
tinction can be guilty of: However it is hardly poſ- 


ſible to come into Company, where you do not find 


them pulling one another to Pieces, and that from 
no other Provocation, but that of hearing any one 
commended. Merit, both as to Wit and Beauty, 
is become no other than the Poſſeſſion of a few tri- 
fling People's Favour, which you cannot poſhbly 
arrive at, if you have really any thing in you that 
is deſerving. What they would bring to pals, is, to 
make all Good and Evil conſiſt in Report, and with 
Whiſpers, Calumnies, and Impertinences, to have 
the Conduct of thoſe Reports. By this Means In- 
nocents are blaſted upon their firit Appearance in 
Town ; and there is nothing more required to make 
a young Woman the Object of Envy and Hatred, 
than to deſerve Love, and Admiration. '"Uhis abo- 
minable Endeavour to ſuppreſs or leſſen every thing 
that is praiſe-worthy, is as frequent among the Men 
as the Women. It I can remember what paſſed at 
a Viſit laſt Night, it will ſerve as an Inſtance that 
the Sexes are equally inclined to-Defamation, with 
equal Malice, with equal Impotence. Fack Triplett 


came into my Lady 4:ry's about Eight of the Clock. 


You know the Manner we fit ata Viſit, and I need 
not deſcribe the Circle ; but Mr. Triplett came in, 
introduced by two Tapers ſapported by a ſpruce 
Servant, whole Hair is under a Cap till my Lady's 
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Candles ate a'l lighted up, and the Hour of Cere. 
mony begins: I ſay, Jack Triplett came in, and 
ſinging (tor he is really good Company) Ewvry Fra 
ture. charming Creature,-he went on, {: is a m7 
unreaſonable thing that Poople cannet go penceably to [cs 
their Friends, but thefe Murderers are let lch. Such 
a Shape L fuch an iir] what a Glance was that 44 
her Chariot pid by minc=——My Lady heifc]t inter— 
rupted him; Pray, auh is this fine Thing-—l war. 


rant, ſays another, ti the Creature I was telling your 


Ladyſbip of jufl now. Non were telling of 7 ſays Jack ; 
wiſh: I had been ſa happy as to have come in ond 
heard you, fer I bade not Words to ſay what jhe is: 
But if an agreeable Height, a modeſt Air, a Virgin 
Shame, and Impatience of being beheld, amidit a 
Blaze of ten thouſand Charms— {he whole Room 
flew out Oh Mr. Triplett! — When Mis. Lyfty, 
a known Prude, ſaid the believed ſhe knew whom 
the Gentleman meant; but ſhe was, indeed, as he 
civilly repreſented her, impatient of being beheld 
Then turning to the Lady next to her- Ie mo/t un- 
bred Creature you ever Jaw. Another purſued the 
Diſcourſe : As unbred, Madam, as you may think 
her, ſhe is extremely bely'd it ſhe is the Novice ſhe 
appears; ſhe was laſt Week at a Ball till Two in the 
Morning ; Mr. Triplett kngavs e tber he avas the 
happy Main that took care of her Home; but=——"T'his 
was followed by ſome particular Exception that each 
Woman in the Room made to ſome peculiar Grace 
or Advantage; fo that Mr. Tt was beaten from 
one Limb and Feature to another, till he was forced 
to reſign the whole Woman. In the End, I took 
notice /r:iplett recorded all this Malice in his Heart; 
and ſaw in his Countenance, and a certain waggiſh 
Shrug, that he deſign'd to repeat the Converſation : 
I therefore let the Diſcourſe die, and ſoon after took 
an Occaſion to commend a certain Gentleman of my 
Acquaintance for a Perſon of ſingular Mod-ſty, 


Courage, Integrity, and withal as a Man of an enter- 


taining Converſation, to which Advantages he had a 


Shape and Manner peculiarly graceful. Mr 7rip- 
lelt, who is a Woman's Man, ſeem'd to hear me, 


© With. 
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« with Patience enough, commend the Qualities of his 
« Mind : He never heard indeed but that he was a 
« very. honeſt Man, and no Fool; but for a fine 
« Gentleman, he muſt aſk pardon. Upon no other 
« Foundation than this, Mr. Triplett took occaſion to 
« give the Gentleman's Pedigree, by what Methods 
„ ſome Part of the Ellate was acquired, how much it 
was beholden to a Marriage for the preient Circum- 
« ſtances of it: After all he could fee nothing but a 
« common Man 1n his Perſon, his Breeding, or Un- 
« deritanding 
« Thus, Mr. SpeFator, this impertinent Humour 
« of diminiſhing every one who is produced in 
«© Converſation to their Advantage, runs thro' the 
« World; and I am, I confeſs, ſo fearful of the 
« Force of ill Tongues, that I have begged of all 
„ thoſe who are my Well, Wiſhers never to commend 
% me, for it will but bring my Frailties into Exami- 
% nation, and I had rather be unobſerved, than con- 
© ſpicuous for diſputed Perfedions. I am confident a 
„ thouſand young People, who wou'd have been Or- 
© naments to Society, -have, from Fear of Scandal, 
« never dared to exert themſ-lves in the polite Arts of 
© Life: Their Lives have pail:d away in an odious 
„ Ruiticity, in ſpite of great Advantages of Perſon, 
« Genius and Fortine, here is a vicious Terror of 
„being blame! in ſome well inclin'd People, and a 
« wicked Picature in ſuppreſung them in others; both 
&« which I recommend to your Spectatorial Wiſdom to 
% animadve:t upon; and if you can be ſucceſsful in 
„it, I need not fay how much you will deſerve of 
„ the loun; but new Toaſts will owe to you their 
© Beaucy, and new Wits their Fame.” 
SPECTA1OR, Vol. V. No. 348. 


DEVOTION. 


T is of the laſt Importance to ſeaſon the Paſſions of 

a Child with Devotion, which ſeldom dies in a 
Mind that has received an early Tincture of it. J hough 
it miy ſeem extinguiched for a while by the Cares of 
the World, the Heats of Youth, or the Allurem-nts 
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of Vice, it generally breaks out and diſcovers itſel! 
again as ſoon as Diſcretion, Conlideration, Age, or 
Misfortunes have brought the Man to himſelf, The 
Fire may be covered and overlaid; but cannot be en- 
tirely quenched and ſmothered. 

A State of "Temperance, Sobriety, and Juſtice, 
without Devotion, is a cold, lifeleſs, inſipid Condition 
of Virtue; and 1s rather to be ſtiled Philoſophy than 
Religion. Devotion opens the Mind to great Concep— 
tions, and fil's it with more ſublime Ideas than any 
that are to be met with in the moſt exaltcd Science; 
and at the ſame ume warms and agitates the Soul 
more than ſeaſual Pleaſure. 

It has been obſerved by ſome "© Io that Man is 
more diſtinguiſhed from the Animal World by Devo- 
tion than by Reaſon, as ſeveral Brute Creatures dil- 
cover in their Actions ſomething like a faint Glim- 
mering of Reaſon, though they betray in no ſingle 
Circumſtance of their Behaviour any Thin g that bears 
the leaſt Affinity to Devotion. It is cert: am, the Pro- 
penſity of the M nd to religious Worſhip, the natural 
'Fendency of the Soul to fly to ſome f. P. rior Being 
for Succour in Dangers and Diſtreſſes, the Gratitude 
to an inviſible Superintendent which ariſes in us upon 
receiving any extraordinary and unexpected good For- 
tune, the Acts of Love and Admiration wah which 
the Thoughts of Men are ſo wonderfully tranſported 
in medrating upon the Divine Perfections, ard the 
univerſal Concarrence of a'l the Nations under Hea- 
ven in the great Article of Adoration, plainly ſhew 
that Devotin or religious Worſhip mutt be the Effect 
of Tradition from {ome firſt Founder of Mankind, or 
that it is conformable to the natural Light of Reaſon, 
or that it proceeds from an Initin& implanted in the 
Soul itſe f. For my part, I look upon all theſe to be 
the concurrent Caules ; but Which ever of them ſhall 
be aſñign'd as the Principle of divine Worſhip, it ma- 
nifellly points to a lupteme Being as che firit Author 
of it. 

I may take ſome other Opportunity of conſidering 
thoſe particular Forms and Methods of Devotion wich 
are taught us by Chriſtianity ; but ſhall here obſerve 

into 
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into what Errors even this divine Principle may ſome- 
times lead us, When it is not moderated by that right 
Reaſon which was given us as the Guide of all our 
Actions. 

The two great Errors into which a 9 Devo— 
tion may betray us, are Enthuſiaſm aud Superſtition, 

There is not a more melanc holy Object than a Man 
who has his Head turned with religious Enthuſiaſm, 
A Perſon that is crazed, tho' with Pride or Malice, is 
a Sight very mortifying to Human Natore ; but when 
the Diſtemper ariſes flom any indiſercet Fervours of 
Devotion, or too intenſe an Application of the Mind 
to its miſtaken Duties, it deſerves our Compalſion in a 
more particular Manner. We may however learnethis 
Leſſon from it, that ſince Devotion itſelf (which one 
would be apt to think could not be too warm) may 
diſorder the Mind, unleſs its Heats are tempered with 
Caution and Prudence, we ſhould be particularly care- 
ful to keep our Reaſon as cool as poſhble, and to guard 

ourſelves in all Parts of Lite againſt the Intluence or 
Paſſion, Imagination, and Con! lation. 

Devotion, when it does not lie under the Check of 
Reaſon, is very apt to degencrate into Enthuſiaſm. 
When the Mind finds herlelt very much inflamed with 
her Devotions, ſhe is too much inclined to think they 
are not of her own kindling, but blow a up by ſome- 
thing Divin e within | her. If the indu! ges this Thought 

too far, and humoyrs the growing Patſion, the at lait 
filings herſelf into 1maginary Riptures and Ecſtaſies; 
and when once the fancies bherſelt under the Influence 
of a Divine Impulſe, it is no Wonder if the flights 
human Ordininces, and refuſes to comply with any. 
eſtabliſhed Form of Religion, as thinking herlelf di- 
rected by a much fupcrior Guide, 

s Enthuſiaſm is a kind of Exceſs in Devotion, Su- 
perſtition is the Exceſs not only in Devotion, but of 
Religion in general, according to an old Heathea Say- 
ing, quoted by Jul us Geilias, Religentem effe oportet, 
Religiojfum neus; A Man ſhould be religious, not ſu- 
perſtitious ; For as the Author tells us, Nigidizs ob- 
ſerved upon this Paſſage, that the Latin Words which 
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terminate in %s generally imply vicious Characters, 


and the having of any Quality to an Exceſs. 


An Enthuſiaſt in Religion is like an obitinate Clown, 
a ſuperſtitious Man like an infip.d Courtier. Enthuſi— 
aſm has ſomething in it of Madneſs, Superſtition of 
Foly. Moſt of the Sects that falls hort of the Church 
of Englund have in them ſtrong Pinctures of Enthuſi— 
aſm. as the Reman Catholick ! Religion is one huge 
over-grown muy of childiſia iche Superſtitions, 

The Ryman Catholick Ciurch ſeems indeed irreco— 
verabiy loſt in this Particular, If an abſurd Dreſs or 
Behavior be introduced in the World, it will ſoon be 
found out and diicarded : On the contrary, a Habit 
or Ceremony, tho' never ſo ridiculous, ' Which has 
taken Sanctuary in the Church, ſticks in it for ever. 
A Gzthic Bithop, perhaps, tho aght it proper to repeat 
ſach a Form in ſuch particular Shoes or Slippers ; 
another fancied it would be very decent if ſuch a Part 
of publick Devotions were performed with a Mitre on 
his Head, and a Crofier in his Hand : To this a Bro- 
ther dal, as wiſe as the others, adds an antick 
Dreſs, ich he conceived would allude very aptly to 
ſach ar {ſuch Myſteries, till by Degrees the whole 
Ofhce ha degenerated into an empty Show 

Their ucceſſors ſee the Vanity and Inconvenience 
of theſe Ceremonies; but inftead of reforming, per- 
baps add others, which they think more ſipnificant, 
and which take eee in the {ame manner, and are 
never to be driven out after they have been once ad- 
mitted. | have ſeen the Pope officiate at St. Peter's, 
where, for two Hours together, he was buſied in put- 
ting on or off his different Accoutrements, according 
to the different Parts he was to act in them. 

Nothing is ſo glorious in the Eyes of Mankind, and 
ornamemal to human Nature, ſetung aſide the infinite 
Advan: Ages which ariſe from it, as a ſtrong, ſteady, 
maſcu'ine P1ety ; but Enthufiaſm and Superſtition are 
the Weakneſſes of human Reaſon, that expoſe us to 


the Scorn and Derifion of Infidels, and fink us even 


below the Beaſt that periſh. 
[dolacry may be looked upon as another "FG ari 
ſing kom miſtaken Devotion ; but becauſe Reflections 
0 on 
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on that Subject would be of no uſe to an Eng/ih 


Reader, I ſhall not enlarge upon it. 
SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 201. 


In my laſt Saturday's Paper I laid down ſome 
Thoughts upon Devotion in general, and ſhall here 
ſhew what were the Notions of the moſt refined Hea- 
thens on this Subject, as they are repreſented in Plato's 
Dialogue upon Prayer, entitled, Alcibiades the Second, 
which doubtleſs gave Occaſion to Juvenal's tenth Sa- 


tire, and to the ſecond Satire of Perſeus ; as the laſt. 


of theſe Authors has almoſt tranſcribed the preceding 
Dialogue, entitled Alcibiades the Firſt, in his fourth 
Satire. 

The Speakers in this Dialogue upon Prayer, are 
Socrates and Alcibiades ; and the Subſtance of it (when 
drawn together out of the Intricacies and Digreſſions) 
as follows, 
 Sorrates meeting his Pupil Alcibiades, as he was 
going to his Devotions, and obſerving his Eyes to be 
nxed upon the Earth with great Seriouſneſs and At- 
tention, tells him, that he had reaſon to be thought. 
fal on that Occaſion, ſince it was poſſible for a Man 
to bring down Evils upon himſelf by his own Prayers, 
zd that thoſe things, which the Gods ſend him in 
A\utwer to his Petitions, might turn to his Deſtruction : 
his, ſays he, may not only happen when a Man 
prays for what he knows is miſchievous in its own 
Nature, as Ozdipus implored the Gods to fow Diſſen- 
ſion between his Sons ; but when he prays for what 
he believes would be for his Good, and againſt what 
le believes would be to his Detriment. This the 
Philoſopher ſhews muſt neceſſarily happen among us, 
ſince moſt Men are blinded wi h Ignorance, Prejudice, 
or Paſſion, which hinder them fiom ſceing ſuch Thir gs 
as are really beneficial to chem For an Inſtance, he 
aſks Alcibiades, whether he would not be thoroughly 
pleaſed aud ſatisfied if that God, to whom he was go- 
ing to addreſs himſelf, ſhould promiſe to make him 
the Sovereign of the whole Earth ? Alcil iades anſwers, 
that he ſhould doubtleſs look upon ſuch a Promiſe as 
the greateſt Favour that could be beſtowed up on him. 

Vor. I. O Socrates 
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Socrates then aſks him, if after receiving this great Fa- 
vour he would be contented to loſe his Life ? or if he 
would receive it though he was ſure he ſhould make an 
ill Uſe of it? To both which Queſtions A/cibiades an- 
ſwers in the Negative. Szcrates then ſhews him, from 
the Examples of others, how theſe might very. pro- 
bably be the Effects of ſuch a Bleſüng. He then adds, 
that other reputed Pieces of Good fortune, as that of 
having a Son, or procuring the higheſt Poſt in a Go- 
vernment, are ſubject to the like fatal Conſequences ; 
which nevertheleſs, ſays he, Men ardently delire, and 
would not fail to pray for, if they thought their Prayers 
might be effectual for the obtaining of them. 

Having eſtablizhed this great Point, that all the moſt 
apparent Bleſſings in this Life are obnoxious to ſuch 
dreadful Conſequeuces, and that no Man knows what 
in its Events would prove to him a Bleſſing or a Curſe, 
he teaches A/c:b:as after what manner he ought to 

ray. | 

In the firit Place. he recommends to him as the 
Model of his Devotions, a ſhort Prayer, which a 
Greek Poet compoled for the Uſe of his Friends, in 
the following Words; O Jupiter, give us. theſe Things 
avhich are god for us, whether they are ſuch Thi 10s as 
ave pray for, or ſuch Things as wwe do not pray for; ard 
remove from us thoſe Thirgs which are hurtful, though 
they are ſuch Things as ve proy for. 

In the ſecond Place, that his Difciple may aſk ſuch 
Things as are expedient for him, he thews him, that 
it is abſolutely neceſſary to apply himſelf to the Study 
of true Wiſdom, and to the Knowledge of that which 
18 his chief Good, and the moſt ſuitable to the Excel- 
lency of his Nature. : | 

In the third and laſt Place he informs him, that the 
beſt Methods he could make uſe of to draw down 

leſſings upon himſelf and to render his Prayers ac- 
ceptable, would be to live in a conſtant Practice of 
his Duty towards the Gods, and towards Men. Un- 
der this Head he very much recommends a Form of 
Prayer the Lacedemonians make uſe of, in which they 
petition the Gods, to give them all god Things fo long 
as they were wvirlueus, Under this Head likewiſe he 

bly | gives 
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gives a very remarkable Account of an Oracle to 
the following Purpoſe. 

When the hein in the War with the Lacedemn- 
niaus received many Deicats both by Sea and Land, 
they ſent. a Meſſage to the Oracle of Jujitcr 4mmyn, 
to alk the Reaſon why they who eiected ſo meny Tem- 
ples to the Gods, and adorned them with tuch coltly 
Offerings; why they Who had inſtituted ſo man. Feſti- 
vals, and accompanied them with ſuch Fomps nd Ce- 
remonies ; in thort, why they who had flain ſo many 
Hecatombs at heir Altars, thould be lefs 'urcetfstul 
than the Lacedemoniars, who fell fo ſhort of th-m in 
all theſe Particulars. To this, ſays he, the C-acle 
made the following Reply; I am better pl. fed nuith 
the Prayers of the Lacedemonians, than with all the 
Oblations of the Greeks. As this Prayer implied d 
encouraged Virtue in thoſe who made it; the Philoſo- 
r. proceeds to ſne how the moſt vicious Man might 

e devout, fo far as Viciims cold make him, but that 
his Offerings were regarded by the Gods as Bribes, 
and his Petitions as Blaſphemies. He likewiſe quotes 
on this Occaſion two Verſes out of Homer, in which 
the Poet ſays, that the Scent of the Trejan Sacrifices 
was carried up to Heaven by the Winds ; but that it 
was not acceptable to the Gods, who were diſpleaſed 
with Priam and all his People. 

The Concluſion of this Dialogue is very remarkable. 
Socrates having deterred Alcibrades from the Prayers 
and Sacrifice which he was goirg to offer, by ſetting 
forth the above-mentioned Difficulties of performing 
that Duty as he ought, adds theſe Words, We mujt 
therefore await till ſuch Time ns wwe may learn bow ave 
ought to behawe ourſilves teavurds the Gods, and towards 
Men. But when will that Time come, ſays Acid tadis, 
and who is it that will inſtruct us? For I would fain 
ſee this Man, whoever he is. It is one, ſav, S:cratrs, 
who takes care cf you; but as Homer tell: us tuat 
Minerva removed the Miſt from Diomedes his Eyes, 
that he might plainly diſcover both Gods and Men; ſo 
the Darkneſs that hangs upon your Mind muſt be 
removed before you are able to diſcern what is 
Good and what is Evil, Let him remove from my 
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Mind, ſays Alcibiad's, the Darkneſs, and what elſe 
he pleaſes, I am determined to refuſe nothing he ſhall 
order me, whoever he is, ſo that I may become the 
better Man by it. The remaining Part of this Dia- 
logue is very obſcure: There is ſomething in it that 
would make us think Socrates hinted at himſelf, when. 


he ſpoke of this Divine Teacher who was to come in- 


to the World, did not he own that he himſelf was in 
this reſpect as much at a Loſs, and in as great Diſtreis 
as the reit of Mankind. 7 

Some learned Men look upon this Concluſion as a 
Prediction of our Saviour, or at leaſt that Sacrates like 
the High-Prieſt, propheſied unknowingly, and point- 
ed at that Divine Teacher who was to come into the 
World ſome Ages after him. However that may be, 
ve find that this great Philoſopher ſaw, by the Light 
of Reaſon, that it was ſuitable to the Goodneſs of 
the Divine Nature, to ſend a Perſon into the World 
who ſhould inſtru: Mankind in the Duties of Religion, 
and, in particular, teach them how to pray. 

Whoever reads this Abſtract of Plato's Diſcourſe on 
Prayer, will, I believe, naturally make this Reflection, 
That the great Founder of our Religion, as well by 
his own Example, as in the Form of Prayer which he 
taught his Diſciples, did not only keep up to thoſe 
Rules which the Light of Nature had ſuggeſted to this 
great Philoſopher, but inſtructed his Diſciples in the 
whole Extent of this Duty, as well as of all others. 
He directed them to the proper Object of Adoration, 
and taught them, according to the third Rule above- 
mentioned, to apply themtelves to him in their Clo- 
2:5, without Show or Oſtentation, and to worſhip him 
in Spirit and in Truth. As the Lacedemoniunt in their 
Form of Prayer implored the Geds in general to give 
them al! good th nys lo long as they were virtuous ; 
we aſk in particular tat our Offences may be forgiven, 
as we forgive thoſe others. If we look into the 
ſecond Rule wh ch vSgcrates has preſcribed, namely, 
Tha: we ſhould app'y ourfelves to the Knowledge of 
ſuch Things as are belt for us, this too 15 explained at 
large in the Doctrires of the Goſpel, where we are 


tau ht in ſcveral Inſtances to regard thoſe things as 


Curſes 


1 
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Curſes which appear as Bleſſings in the Eye of the 
World ; and on the contrary, to elteem thoſe things as 
Bleſſings, which to the Generality of Mankird ap- 
pear as Curſes, Thus in the Form wh'ch is preſcribed 
to us we only pray. for that H=ppineſs which is our 
chief Good, and the great End of our Exiſtence, when 
we petition the Supreme Being for the coming of his 
Kingdom, being ſolicitous for no other temporal Bleſ- 
ſings but our daily Suſtenance. On the other Side, we 
pray againſt nothing but Sin, and againſt Er in ge- 
neral, leaving it with Omniſcience to determine what 
is really ſuch. If we look into the firſt of Sacrates his 
Rules of Prayer, in which he recommends the above- 
mentioned Form of the arcient Poct, we find that Form 
not only comprehended, but very much improved, in 
the Petition, wherein we pray to the Supreme Being that 


His Will may be done; which is of the {ame Force with that 


Form which our Saviour uſed, when he prayed againſt 
the moſt painful and moſt ignominious of Deaths, Ne- 
wertheleſs, nat my Will, but thine be dine. This com- 
prehenhve Petition is the moſt humble, as well as the 
moſt prudent, that can be offered up from the Crex- 
tor, as it ſuppoſcs the ſupreme Being wills nothing but 
what is for our Good, and that he knows beiter than 
ourſelves what is ſo. 


SPECTATOR, Vol. II. No. 207. L. 


If there were no other Conſequence of it, but bare- 
ly that Human Creatures on this Day aſſemble them- 
ſelves before their Creator, without Regard to their 
uſual Employments, their Minds at Leiſure from the 
Cares of this Life, and their Bodies adorned with the 
beſt Attire they can beſtow on them ; I ſay, were this 
meer outward Celebration of a Sabbath a'l that is ex- 
pected from Men, even that were a laudable Diltinc- 
tion, and a Purpoſe worthy the Human Nature. But 
when there is added to it the ſublime Pl-aſure of De- 
votion, our Being is exalted above itſelf; and he who 
ſpends a ſeventh Day in the Contemplatioa of the next 
Life, will not eafily fall into the Corruptions of this 
in the other ſix. They who never admit Thoughts of 
this Kind into their Imaginations, loſe higher and 
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ſweeter Satisfactions than can be raiſed by any other 
Entertainment, The molt illiterate Man who is touch - 
ed with Devotion, and uſes frequent Exerciſes of it, 
contracts a certain Greatneſs of Mind, mingled with 
a noble Simplicity, that raiſes him above thoſe of the 
ſame Condition ; and there 1s an indelible Mark of 
Goodneſs in thoſe who fincerely poſſeſs it. It is hard- 
ly poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe ; for the Fervours of 
a pious Mind will contract ſuch an Earneſtneſs and At- 
tention towards a better Being, as will make the ordi- 
nary Paſſages of Life go cf with a becoming Indifte- 
rence. By this a Man in the loweſt Condition will not 
appear mean, or in the moſt ſplendid Fortune in ſolent. 

As to all the Intricacies and Viciſſitudes under 
which Men are ordinarily entangled with the utmolt 
Sorrow ard Paſſion, one who is devoted to Heaven, 
when he falls into ſuch Difficulties, is led by a Clue 
through a Labyrinth: As to this World, he dees not 
pretend to Skill in the Mazes of it, but fixes his. 
{hcughts upon one Certainty, that he thal: ſoon be 
out of it. And we may aſk very boldly, what can be 
a more ſare Conſolation than to have an Hope in 
Death? When Mea are arrived at thinking of their 
very Diſſolution with Pleaſure, how few 'I hings are 
there that can be terrible to them? Certainly nothing 
can be dreadful to ſuch Spirits, but what would make 
Death terrible to them, Faiſhood towards Man, or Im- 
piety towards Heaven, To ſuch as theſe, as there are 
certainly many ſach, the Gratifications of innocent 
Pleaſures are doubled even with Reflections upon their 
Imperfection. The Dilappoimments which naturally 
attend the great Promiſes we make ourſelves in ex- 
pected Enjoymen's, ſtrike no Damp upon ſuch Men, 
but only quicken their Hopes of ſoon knowing Joys, 
Which are too pure to admit of Allay or Satiety. 

It is thought among the po.iter Sort of Mankind an 
Imperfection to went a Relith of any of thoſe Things 
winch” refine our Lives. This is the Foundation of 
the Acceptance which Eloquence, Muſick and Poetry 
make in ihe World; ana 1 know not why Devotion, 
conſidered merely as an Exaltation of our Happineſs, 
ſhould not at lcalt be ſo far regarded as to be conſi- 

dered 
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dered. It is poſſible the very Enquiry would lead Men 
into ſuch 'Thoughts and Gratifications as, they did not 
expedt to meet with in this Place. Many a good Ac- 
quaintance has been loſt from a general Prepoſſeſſion in 
his Disfavour, and a ſevere Aſpect has often hid under 
it a very agreeable Companion. 

There are no diſtingaiſhing Qualities among Men 
to which there are not falſe Pretenders ; but tho' none 
is more pretended to than that of Devotion, there are 
perhaps, fewer ſucceſsſul Impoſtors in this Kind than 
any other. There is ſomething ſo nativery great and 
good in a Perſon that is truly devout, that an aukward 
Man may as well pretend to be gentcel, as an Hypo- 
crite to be pious. The Conſtraint in Words and Acti- 
ons are equally viſible in both Caſes, and any Thing 
ſet up in their Room does but remove the Endeavour- 
ers the farther off their Pretenſions. But however the 
Senſe of true Piety is abated, there is no other Motive 
of Action that can carry us thro' a'l the Viciſſitudes 
of Life with Alacrity and Reſolution. But Piety, like 
Philoſophy, when it is ſuperficial, does but make Men 
appear the worſe for it; and a Principle that is but 
half received, does but diſtract, inſtead of guiding our 
Behaviour. When I reſet upon the unequal Conduct 
of Lotius, I fee many Things that run directly counter 
to his Intereſt; therefore I cannot attribute his 
Labours for the Publick Good to Ambition. When 
J conſider his Diſregard to his Fortune, I cannot 
eſteem him covetous. How then can | reconcile his 
Neglet of himſelf, and his Zeal for others? 1 have 


long ſuſpected him to be a Ale piaus: But no Man 


ever hid his Vice with greater Caution than he does 
his Virtue, It was th: Praiſe of a great Ryman, that 
he had rather be, than appear, good. But ſoch is the 
Weakneſs of Lat'us, that I dare ſay he had father 
be eſteemed irreligious than devout. By I know not 
what Impatience of Raillery he is wonderfully fearful 
of being thought too great a Believer. A hundred 
little Devices are made uſe of to hide a Time of pri- 
vate Devotion; and he will allow you any Suſpicion 
of his being ill employed, ſo you do not tax him with 
being well. But alas! How mean is ſach a Behavi- 
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cur? To boaſt of Virtue is a moſt ridiculous Way of 
diſappointing the Merit of it, but not ſo pitiful as that 
cf being aſhamed of it. How unhappy is the Wre:ch 
who makes the moſt abſolute and independent Motive 
of AQtion the Cauſe of Perplexity and Inconſtancy ? 
How much another Figure does Cælicola make with 
all who know him? His great and ſuperior Mind, fre— 
quently exalted by the Raptures of heavenly Medica - 
tion, is to all his Friends of the ſame Uſe as if an An- 
gel were to appear at the Deciſion of their Diſputes. 
hey very well underſtand he is as much diſintereſted 
and unbiaſſed as ſuch a Being. He conſiders all Ap. 
plications made to him, as thoſe Addreſſes will affect 
his own Application to Heaven. All his Determina- 
tions are delivered with a beautiſul Humility; and he 
pronounces his Deciſions with the Air of one who is 
more frequently a Supplicant than a Judge. 

Thus humble, and thus great, is the Man who 1s 
moved by Piety, and exalted by Devotion. But be- 
hold this recommended by the maſterly Hand of a 
great Divine I have heretofore made bold with. 

It is ſuch a Pleaſure as can never cloy or overwwerk the 
Mind; a Delight that grows and improves under Thought 
and Reflection; and while it exerciſes, dees alſo endeer it- 


H to the Mind. All Pleaſures that affet the Body muſt 


necds weary, becauſe they tranſport ; and all Tranſporta- 
bien is a Pioleuce; and no Violence can be laſting, but 
detgrmines upon the falling of the Spirits, which are not 
able to keep up that Height of Motion that the Pleaſure 
of the Senſes raiſes them to. Aud therefore how ine vi- 
rably does an immoderate Laughter end in a Sigh, which 
t only Nature's recovering itſelf after a Force done to i-: 
But the religious Pleaſure of a well-diſpoſed Mind moves 
gently, and therefere conſtantly. It does not offett by 
Rapture and Ecſtaſy, but is like the Pleaſure of Health, 
greater and ſtronger than thoſe that call up the & ::/es 
evith grofſer and more affecting Imprefſions. No Man's 
Body is as ftrong as his Appetites ; but Heaven has cor - 
refed the Boundl:fſneſs of his weluptuous Deſiris by Hint 
ing his Strengths, and contracting his Capacities, The 
Pleaſure of the religious Man is an eaſy and © por bal le 


Pleaſure, ſuch an ont as be carries about in his Beſom, 
avithiut 
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evithout alarming cither the Eye or the Envy of the 
World. A Man putting all his Pleaſures into this ones 


us like a Traveller putting all his Goods into one Je wel ; 
the Value is the ſame, and the Convenience greater. 


TaTtLER, Vol. IV. No. 211. 


D1$SCRETION. 


HAVE often thought if the Minds of Men were 
laid open, we ſhould ſee but little Difference be- 


tween that of the wiſe Man and that of the Fool. 


There are infinite Reweries, numberleſs Extravagan- 
cies, and a perpetual Train of Vauities which paſs 
through both. The great Difference is, that the firſt 
knows how to pick and cull his Thoughts for onver- 
ſation, by ſuppreſſing ſome, and communicating others z 
whereas the other lets them all indifferently ily out in 
This fort of Diſcretion, however, has no 
Place in private Converſation between intimate Friends. 
On ſuch Occaſions, the wiſeſt Men very often talk like: 


Words. 


the weakeſt ; for indeed the talkin 
nothing elſe but thinking aloud. 


g With a Friend, is 


Tally has therefore very juſtly expoſed a Precept de- 
livered by ſome ancient Writers, "That a Man ſhould 
live with his Enemy in ſuch a Manner, as might leave 
him room to become his Friend; and with his Friend 
in ſuch a Manner, that if he became his Enemy, it 


ſhould not be in his Power to hurt him; 


'T he firſt Part 


of this Rule, which regards our Behaviour towards an 
Enemy, is indeed very reaſonable, as well as very 
prudential ; but the latter Part of it, which regards 
our Behaviour towards a Friend, ſavours more of Cun- 
ning than of Diſcretion, and would cut a Man off from 


the greateſt Pleaſures of Life, which are the Freedoms of 
Converſat on with a Boſom Friend. 


Beſides that when 


a Friend is turned into an Enemy, and (as the Son of 
Sirach calls him) a Bewrayer of Secrets, the World is 
juſt enough to accuſe the Perſidiouſneſs of the Friend, 
rather than the Indiſcretion of the Perſon who con- 
fided in him. | 

Diſcretion does not only ſhew itſelf in Words, but in. 
all the Circumſtances of Action; and is like an Under- 
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A ent of Prov dence, to guide and direct us in the or- 
din ary Concerus of Lite. 

T ere are mary more ſhining Qualities in the Mind 
of Man. b't there is none lo uſeful as Diſcretion ; it © 
is thi: indeed which gives a Value to all the reſt, which 
ſeis them at work in their proper Times and Places, 


and turns them to the Au vantage of the Perton who is 


poſſeſſed of them. Without it Learning is Pedantry, 
and Wit Im; erunence; Virtue itſelf looks Ike Weak- 
neſs ; the beſt Parts only quality a Man to be more 
ſprighitly in Errors, and active to his own Prejudice. 
Nor does Diſcretion on'y make a Man the Maiter of 
his own Parts, but of other Mens. The diſcreet Man 


finds out the Talents of thoſe he converſes with, and 


knows how to apply them to proper Uſes. Accor- 
dingly, if we logk into particular Communities and 
Diviſions of Men, we may obſerve that it is the diſcreet 
Man, not the Witty, nor the Learned, nor the Brave, 
who guides the Converſation, and gives Meaſures to 
the Society. A Man with great Talents, but void of 
Diſcretion, is like Poli phemus in the Fable, ſtrong and 
blind, endued with an irreſiſtible Force, which for want 
of Sight is of no Ule to him. 
Though a Man has all other Perfections, aud wants 
Diſcretion, he wiil be of no great Conſequence in the 
World; but if he has this fing'e Talent in PerfeQion, 
and but a common Share. of others, he may do what 
he pleaſes in his particular Station of Liſe, | 
At the ſame Time that I think Diſcretion the moſt 
vſefal Talent a Man can be Maſter of, I look upon 
Cunning to be the Accompliſhment of little, mean, un- 
generous Minds. . Diſcretion points out the nobleſt 
Ends to us, and purſues the moſt proper ard laudable 
Methods of attaining them : Cunning has only private 
ſelfſn Aims, and ſticks at nothing which may make 
them ſucceed. Diſcretion has large and extended 
Views, and, like a well-formed Eye, commands a 
whole Horizon: Cunning is a Kind of Short. ſighted- 


neſs, that diſcovers the minuteſt Objects which are near 


at Hand, but is not able to diſcern Things at a Diſtance. 
Diſcretion, the more it is diſcovered, gives a greater 


Authority to the Perſon who poſteſies it: Cunning, 


vyhen 
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when it is once detected, loſes its Force, and makes a 
Man incapable of bringing about cven thoſe Events 
which he might have done, had he paſſed only for a: 
plain Man. Diſcretion is the Perfection of Reaſon, 
and a G :ide to us in all the Duties of Life: Cunning 
is a Kind of Inſtiact, that only looks out after our im- 
mediate Intereſt and Welfare. Diſcretion is only 


found in Men of firong Senſe and goo. Underſtand- 


ings : Cunniag is often to be met with in Brutes them- 


ſelves, and in Perſons who are but tne fewelt Removes 


from them. In ſhort, Cunning is only the Mimick of 
Diſcretion, and may paſs upon weak Men, in the fame 
Manner as Vivacity is often miſtabsen for Wit, and 
Gravity for Wi dom. 

The Caſt of Mind which is natural to a diſcreet 
Man, makes him look forward into Futurity, and con- 
ſider what wil: be his Con lition Millions of Ages hence, 
as well as what it is at preſent, He knows that the 
Miſery or Happineſs which are reterved for him in 
another World, loſe noching of their Reality by being. 
placed at ſo great a Dilance from him. The Objects 
do not appear little to him; becauſe they are remote, 
He conſiders that thoſe Pleaſures and Pains which lie 
hid in Eternity, approach nearer to him every Moment, 
and will be preſent with him in their full Weight and 
Meaſure, as much as thoſe Pains and Pleaſures which. 
he feels at this very Inſtant, For this Reaſon he is 
careful to ſecure to himſelf that which 1s the proper 
Happineſs of his Natare, and the ultimate Dehgn of 
his Being He carries his Thoughts to the End of 
every Action, and conſiders the molt diſtant as well as 
the moſt immediate Effects of it. He ſuperſedes every 
little Proſpect of Gain and Advantage which offers it- - 
{elif here, if he does not find it cogſiſtent with his Views 
of an Hereafter Ina Word, his Hopes are fall of 
Immortality, bi, Schemes are large and glorious, and 
his Conduct ſuitable to one who knows his true Intereſt, 
and how to purſue it by proper Methods. 

I have, in this Efſay upon Diſcretion, conſidered it 
both as an Accompliſhment and as a Virtue, and have 
therefore deſcribed it in its full Extent ; nut only as it 
is converſant about worldly Affairs, but as it.regards: 
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our whole Exiſtence ; not only as it is the Guide of a 
mortal Creature, but as it is in general the Director 
of a reaſonable Being. It is in this Light that Diſ- 
cretion is repreſented by the wiſe Man, who ſometimes 
mentions it under the Name of Diſcretion, ard ſome- 
times under that of Wiſdom. It is indeed (as deſcribed 
in the latter Part of this Paper) the greateſt Wiſdom, 
but at the ſame Time in the Power i one to at- 
tain. Its Advantages are infinite, but its Acquiſition 
eaſy ; or to ſpeak of her in the Words of the Apocry- 
phal Writer, whom I quoted in my laſt S27u- 13's 
Paper, / idem is glorious, and never fadeth away, vet /be 
7s eafily ſeen of them that love her, and found of ſuch who 
feek her; ſhe prevented them that ſeek her, in mating 
themſclves known unto them. He that jcekith her carly, 
fall have no great Travel, for he ſpall find her at bc; 
Door. To think therefore of her, is Perfetion of I ien, 
and ar hoſo watcheth for her ſhall guickly be without Care ; 
fer foe goeth about ſeeking ſuch as are worthy of ber, ca- 
eth herſelf unto them in the Ways, and mecteth them in 
_ every Thought. - SPECTAT0R, Vol. III. No. 228. 


Di$STRiESSES. 


FT E R the Mind has been employed on Con— 
templations ſuitable to its Greatnels, it is unna- 

tural to run into ſudden Mirth or Levity ; but we muſt 
let the Soul ſubſile as it role, by proper Degrees. My 
late Conſiderations of the antient Heros, impreſſed a 
certa'n Gravity upon my Mind, which is much above 
the little Gratification received from Starts of Humour 
and Fancy, and threw me into a pleaſing Sadneſs. In 
this State of Thought I have been looking at the Fire, 
and in a penſive Manner reſlecting upon the great 
Misfortunes and Calamities incident to human Life ; 
among which there are none that touch ſo ſenſibly as 
thoſe which befal Perſons who eminently love, and 
meet with fatal Interruptions of their Happineſs, when 
they leaſt expect it. The Piety of Children to Parents, 
and the Affection of Parents to their Children, are 
the Effects of Inſtint : But the Affection between 
Lovers and Friends, is found on Reaſon and Fn, 
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which has always made me think, the Sorrows of the 
latter much more to be pitied than thole of the ſor— 
mer. The Contemplation of Diſtreſſes of this Sort, 
foftens the Mind of Man, and makes the Heart better. 
It extinguiſhes the Seeds of Envy and Ill-will towards 
Mankind, corrects the Pride of Proſperity, and beats 
down all that Fierceneſs and Inſolence which are apt 
to get into the Minds of the Daring and Fortunate. 

For this Reaſon the wiſe Ahenians, in their Thea- 
trical Performances, laid before the Eyes of the Peo— 
ple the greateſt Afflictions which could befal human 
Life, and inſenſibly poliſh'd their Tempers by ſuch 
Repreſentations. Among the Moderns, indeed, there 
has aroſe a chimerical Method of diſpoſing the For— 
tune of the Perſons repreſented, according to what they 
call Poctical Juſtice ; and letting none be unhappy but 
thoſe who deſerve it. In ſuch Caſes, an intelligent 
' SpeQator, if he is concern'd, knows he ought not to 
be ſo ; and can learn nothing from ſuch a Tenderneſs, 
but that he is a weak Creature, whofe Paſſions cannot 
follow the DiQates of his Underſtanding. It is very 
natural, when one is got into ſuch a way of thinking, 
to recollect thoſe Examples of Sorrow, which have 
made the ſtrongeſt Impreſhon upon our Imaginations. 
An Inftance or two of ſuch, you'll give me Leave to 
communicate. 

A young Gentleman and Lady. of antient and ho- 
nourable Houſes in C:rnivall, had from their Child- 
hood entertained for each other a generous and noble 
Paſſion, which had been long oppoled by their Friends, 
by reaſon of the Inequality of their Fortunes; but 
their Conltancy to each other, and Obedience to thoſe 
on whom they depended, wrought {9 much upon their 
Relations, that theſe celebrated Lovers were at length 
joined in Marriage. Soon after their Nuptals, the 
Bridegroom was obliged to go into a foreign Country, 
to take Care of a conſiderable Fortune which was left 
him by a Relation, and came very op portunely to im- 
prove their moderate Circumſtances. They received 
the Congratulations of all the Country on this Occa- 
ſion; and I remember it was a common Sentence in 


every 
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every one's Mouth, You fee how faithful Love 1. 


reavarded. | 

He took this agreeable Voyage, and ſent home 
every Poſt freſh Accoun's of his Succeſs in his Affairs 
abroad; but at laſt (though he deſigned to return with 
the next Ship) he lamenied in his Letters, that Buſi— 
neſs would detain him ſome Time longer from home, 
becau'e he would give himſelf the Pleaſure of an unex- 
pected Arrival. 

The young Lady, after the Heat of the Day, walked 
every Evening on the Sea ſhore, near which ſhe lived, 
with a familiar Friend, her Huſbane's Kinſwoman, 
and diverted herſelf with what Objects they met there, 
or upon Diſcourſe of the fiture Methods of Life, in 
the happy Change of their Circumſtances. They flood 
one Evening on the Shore together in a perfect Tran- 
qility, obſeriing the Setting of the Sun, the calm Face 
of the Deep, and the filent leaving of the Waves, 
which gently roli'd towards them, and broke at their 
Feet ; when at a Diſtance her Kinſwoman ſaw ſome- 
thing float on the Waters, which ſhe fancied was a 
Cheit ; and with a Smile told her, ſhe ſaw it firſt, and 
if it came aſhore full of Jewels, ſhe had a Right to it. 
They both fixed their Eycs upon it, and entertained 
themſelves with the Subject of the Wreck, the Couſin 
ftiil aſſerting her Right; but promiſing, it it was a 
Prize, to give her a very rich Coral for the Child of 
which ſhe was then big, provided ſhe might be God- 
mother. Their Mirth ſoon abated, when they obſerv'd 
upon the nearer Approach, that it was a human Body. 
The young Lady, who had a Heart naturally fill'd 
with Pity and Compaſſion, made many melancholy Re. 
flections on the Occaſion. Who knows 'ſaid ſhe} but 
this Man may be the only Hope and Heir of a weal- 
thy Houſe; the Darling of indulgent Paren's, who 
are now in impertinent Mirth, and 3 themſelves 
with the Thoughts of offering him a Bride they have 
got ready for him? Or, may he not be the Maſter of 
a Family, that wholly depended upon his Life? There 
may, for ought we know, be half a Dozen Fatherleſs 


Children, and a tender Wife, now expoſed to Poverty 


by 
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by his Death. What Pleaſure might he have promiſed 
himſelf in the different Welcome he was to have from 
her and them? Put let us go away, 'tis a dreadful 
Sight ! Tue beſt Office we can do, is to take Care that 
the poor Man, whoever he 1s, may be decently bu- 
ried. She turned away, when a Ware threw the 
Carcaſs on the Shore. The Kinſwoman immediately 
ſhriek'd out, Oh, my Couſin ! and fell upon the Ground, 
The unhapoy Wife went to help her Friend, when ſhe 
ſaw her own Huſt2nd at her Feet, and dropt in a 
Swoon upun the Body. An old Woman, who had 
been the Gentleman's Nurſe, came out about this Time 
to call the Ladies in to Supper, and found her Child 
(as ſhe always call'd him) dead on the Shore, her 
Miſtreſs and Kinſwoman both lying dead by him. 
Her loud Lamentations, and calling her young Maſter 
to Life, ſoon awaked the Friend from her Trance; 
but the Wife was gone for ever. 

When the Family and Neighbourhood got together 
round the Bodies, no one aſked any Queition, but the 
Objects before em told the Story. 

Incidents of this Nature are the more moving, when 
they are drawn by Perſons concerned in the Cataitrophe, 
notwithſtanding they are often oppretied beyond the 
Power of giving them in a diſtinct Light, except we 
gather their Sorrow from their Inability to ſpeak it. 

I have two original Letters written both on the ſame 
Day, which are to me exquiſite in their different Kinds, 
The Occaſion was this: A Gentleman who had court- 
ed a moſt agreeable young Woman, and won her 
Heart, obtain'd alſo the Conſent of her Father, to 
whom ſhe was an only Child. The old Man had a 
Fancy that they ſhould be married in the ſaine Church 
where he himſelf was, in a Village in I/:/\marland, 
and made them ſet out while he was Jaid ap with the 
Gout at London. The Bridegroom took only his Man, 
and the Bride her Maid: They had the molt agreeable 
Journey imaginable to the Place of Marriage ; from 
whence the Bridegroom writ the following Letter to 
his Wife's Father, ; 


8 J R, 
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SE, March 18, 1672. 
FTER a very pleaſunt Tourney hither, wwe are 
preparing for the happy Hour in gobich I am to be 


 yaur Sen. I aſſure you the Bride carries it, in the Eye of 


the Vicar who married you, much beyond her Mather; 

though he ſays, your epen Slecves, Pantaloms, and $houl- 

der-Knnt, made a much better Shew than the finical Dreſs 

IT am in. However, I am contented te be the ſecond fire 

Man this Village ever ſaar, and ſhall make it very merry 

before Night, becauſe I ſhall <erite myſelf from thence, 

| | Your molt dutiful Son, 

. 


The Brie gi ves her Duty, and is as bhaudſome as an 
Angel——1 am the happieſt Man breathing. 


The Vilagers were aſſembling about the Church, 


anl-the happy Coup'e took a Walk in a private Gar- 


den. The Bridegroom's Man knew his Matter would 
leave the Place on a ſudden after the Wedding, and 
ſeeing him draw his Piſtols the Night before, took this 
Opportunity to go into his Chamber and charge them. 
Upon their Retarn from the Garden, they went into 
that Room ; and. after a little fond Raillery on the 
Subject of their Courtſhip, the Lover took up a Piſtol, 
which he knew he had unloaded the Night before, and 
preſenting it to her, ſaid, with the molt graceful Air, 
while ſhe look'd pleaſed at his agreeable Flattery; 
Now, Madam, repent of all thoſe Craelties you have 
been guilty of to me; conſider before you die, how 
often you have made a poor Wretch freeze under your 
Caſement ; you ſhall die, you T'yrant, you ſhall die, 
with all thoſe Inſtruments of Death and Deſtruction 
about you, with that inchanting Smile, thoſe killing 
Ringlets of your Hair. —Give Fire, ſaid ſhe, laughing. 
He did ſo, and ſhot her dead. Who can ſpeak his 
Condition? But he bore it ſo patiently as to call up his 
Man. The poor Wretch enter'd, and his Maſter lock'd 


the Door upon him. Will. ſaid he, did you charge 
theſe Piſtols? He anſwer'd, Ves. Upon which he lot 


bim dead with that remaining. After this, amidit a 


- thouſand broken Sobs, piercing Groars, and diſtracted 
| Motions, 


ff. 0 dw i wok 
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Motions, he writ the following Letter to the Father of 
his dead Miſtreſs. | 


S I R, | 
IW HO two Hears ago teld you truly, I avas the hap- 
fpieſt Man alive, em now the moſji miſiralle. Your: 
Daughter lies deal at mv Feet, killed by my Hand, through 
a Miſtake of my Mats charging my Piſtcls unknown to me. 
Him hade I murder'd for it. Such is my Medaing Day. 
won will immediatel; folliw my Wife to her Grave: 
But before I throw myſeif i pon ny Sævord. I command my 
Diſflratticn ſo far aste explain my Stery to you. I fear 
my Heart wwill not keep together till I have flabb'd it. 
Poor good ld Man ! Remember; he that killed your 
Daughter, died for it. In the Article of Death ] give 
you my Thanks, and pray fer you, though JI dare nat fer 
anyſelf. If it be poſſible, d not curſe me. 
TarTLER, Vol. II. No. 82. 

It was prettily obſerved by ſomebody concerning the 
great Vices, that there are three which give Pleaſure, 
as Covetouſneſs, Gluttony and Luſt ; one, which taſtes 
of nothing but Pain, as Envy; the reſt have a Mix- 
ture of Pleaſure and Pain, as Anger and Pride. But 
when a Man conſiders the State of his own Mind, 
about which every Member of the Chriſtian World is 
ſuppoſed at this Time to be employed, he will find that 
the beſt Defence againſt Vice, is preſerving the wor- 
thick Part of his own Spu:t pure from any great Of- 
fence againſt it. There isa Magnanimity which makes 
us look upon ourſelves with Diſdain, after we have 
been betray'd by ſudden Deſire, Opportunity of Gain, 
the Abſence of a Perſon who excels us, the Fault of a 
Servant, or the ill Fortuue of an Adverſary, into the 
Gratification of Luſt, Covetouſneſs, Envy, Rage or 
Pride; when the more ſublime Part of our Souls is kept 
alive, and we have not repeated Infirmities till they are 
become vicious Habits. 

The Vice of Covctouſneſs is what enters deepeſt into 
the Soul of any other ; and you may have ſeen Mev, 
otherwiſe the moſt agreeable Creatures in the World, 
to leized with the Deſire of being richer, that they 


Walt 
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ſhall ftartle at indifferent Things, and live in a conti- 
nual Guard and Watch over themſelves from a remote 
Fear of Expence. No pious Man can be ſo circum- 
ſpect in the Care of his Conſcience, as the covetous 
Man 1s in that of his Pocket. 


If a Man would preſerve his own Spirit, and his na- 


tural Approbation of higher and more worthy Pur- 


_ tuits, he could never fall into this Littleneſs, but his 
Mind would be ſtill open to Honour and Virtue, in 


ſpite of Infirmities and Relapſes. But what extremely 
diſcourages me in my Precautions as a Guardian, is, 
that there is an univerſal Deſection from the Admira- 
tion of Virtue. Riches and outward Splendor have 
taken up the Place of it; and no Man thinks he is 
mean, if he is not poor. But, alas! this deſpicable 
Spirit debaſes our very Being, and makes our Paſſions 
take a new Turn from their natural Bent. 

It was a Cauſe of great Sorrow and Melancholy to 
me ſome Nights ago at a Play, to fee a Crowd in the 
Habits of the Gentry of Englaud ſtupid to the nobleſt 
Sentiments we have. The Circumſtance happened in 
the Scene of Diſtreſs betwixt Piercy and Anna Bullen: 
One of the Centinels who ſtood on the Stage, to pre- 
vent the Diſorders which the moſt unmannerly Race 
of young Men that ever were ſeen in any Age fre- 
quently raiſe in publick Aſſemblies, upon Pierq's be- 
ſeeching to be heard, burſt into Tears; upon which 
the greateſt Part of the Audience fell into a loud and 


ignorant Laughter ; which others, who were touched 


with the liberal Compaſſion in the poor I'cllow, could 


hardly ſuppreſs by their Clapping. But the Man, 


without the leaſt Coafuſion or Shame in his Counte- 
nance for what had happened, wiped away the Tears, 
and was till intent upon the Play. The Diſtreſs ſtill 
riſing, the Soldier was ſo much moved, that he was 
obliged to turn his Face from the Audience, to their 
no imall Merriment. Piercy had the Galantry to take 
notice of this honeſt Heart; and, as I am told, gave 


him a Crown to help him in his Affliction. It is cer- 


tain this poor Feliow, in his humble Condition, had 
fuch a lively Compaſſion as a Soul unwedded to the 
World; were it othc1 wile, gay Liglts and Preſſes, 
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with Appearances of People of Faſhion and Wealth, to 
which his Fortune could not be familiar, would have 
taken up all his Attention and Admiration. 

It is every thing that is Praiſe-worthy, as well as 
pure Religion, (according to a Book too ſacred for me 
to quote) 1s wifit the Futhirleſs and Widows in their 
ARiGimm, ond to keep bimſ lf unſpotted from the World. 
Every Step that a Man makes beyond moderate and 
reaſonable Proviſion, is taking ſo much from the Wor- 
thineſs of his own Spirit; and he that is intirely ſet 
upon making a Fortune, is all that while undoing the 
Man. He muſt grow deaf to the Wretched, eſtrange 
bimſelf from the Agreeable, learn Hardneſs of Heart, 
diſrelim every thing that is noble, and terminate all in 
his deſpicable Self. Indulgence in any one immode- 
rate Delire or Appetite, engroſles the whole Creature, 
and his Life is ſacriſiced to that one Deſire or Appe- 
ite; but how much otherwiſe is it with. thoſe that 
preſerve alive in them ſomething that adorns their Con- 
dition, and ſhews the Man, whether a Prince or a Beg- 
car, above his Fortune, 

I have juſt now recorded a Foot Soldier for the po- 
liteſt Man in a Britiſß Audience, from the Force of 
Nature, untainted with the Singularity of an ill-ap- 
plied Education A good Spirit, that is not abuſed, 
can add new Glories to the higheſt State in the World, 
as well as give Beauties to the meaneſt. I ſhall exem- 
plify this by inſerting a Prayer of Harry the Fourth of 
France juſt before a Battle, in which he obtain'd an in- 
tire Victory. 


LORD of theſ's, who canſt ſee through the thickeſt 

Veil and cloſeft Diſyniſe, who wieweſt the Bottom of 
my Heart, and the deep: ff Designs of my Enemies, auho haft 
in thy flmmads, as well vs before thine Eyes, all the Events 
which concern human Lif', if thou tnoweſt that my Reign 
ai promote thy Glory and the Sufety of thy People, if 
thou knoweſt that I have ns ether Ambition in my Soul, 
but to advance the Honour of thy holy Name, and the Good 
of this State, favour, O great God, the Juſtice of my 


Arms, and reduce all the Rebels to acknowledge him whom 


thy /acrea Decrees, and the Order of a lawful Succeſſion, 


hae 
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have made their Sovereign ; but if thy good Providence 
bas ordered it otherawiſe, and thou ſecft that I ſhall prove 
one of theſe Kings ac hom thou giveſi in thine Anger, take 
From me, O merciful Gd, my Life and my Crown, make 
| me this Day a Sacrifice to thy Will, lit my Death end the 
. Calamities of France, and let my Blood be the laſi that 
| is pilt in this Quarrel. | 


The King uttered this generous Prayer in a Voice, 
and with a Courtenance, that inſpired .all who heard 
aud beheld him with like Magnanimity : Then turning 
to the Squadron, at the Head of which he deſigned to 
Charge, My Fellow-Seldiers, ſaid he, as you run my Fer- 
tune, ſo do I yours; your Safity canſiſis in tet ping we!l 
your Ranks ; but if the Heat of the Action ſhould force you 
to Diſeraer, think of nothing but ra/ljing again; if you 
loſe the Sight of your Colours and Standards, look round 
fer the white Plume in my Beaver, you Hall ſee it 
wherever you are, and it jhall lead you to Glory and to 
Vifery. | 

The Magnanimity of this illuſtrious Prince was ſup- 
ported by a firm Reliance on Providence, which in- 
ſpired him with a Contempt of Life, and an Aſſurance 
of Conqueſt. His generous Scorn of Royalty, but as 
it conſiſted with the Service of God, and Good of his 
People, is an Inſtance, that the.Mind: of Man, when 
it is well diſpoſed, is always above its Condition, even 
tho' it be that of a Monarch. 6, 
| GuazDian, Vol. I. No. 19. 


3 - a 
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#8  DivixetNaTvure.- 


i WAS Yeſterday about Sun-ſet walking in the open 
SH Fields, till the Night inſenſibly fell upon me. I 
q at firſt amuſed myſelf with all the Richneis and Va- 
r riety of Colours, which appeared in the Weſtern Parts 
1 of Heaven In proportion as they faded away and 
F went out, ſeveral Stars and Planets appeared one after 
„ another, till tne whole Firmament was in a Glow. 
| The Blueneſs of the tber was exceedingly heigh- 
1 tened and enlivened by the Seaion of the Year, and by 
j the Rays of all thoſe Luminaries that paſſed through 
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it. The Galaxy appeared in its moſt beautiful White. 
To complete the Scene, the full Moon roſe at length 


in that clouded Majeſty, which Milton takes notice of, 


and opened to the Eye a new Picture of Nature, which 
was more finely ſhaded, and diſpoſed among ſofter 
Lights, than that which the Sun had before diſcovered 
to us. ECP 

As I was ſurveying the Moon walking m her Bright- 
neſs, and taking her Progreſs among the Conſtella- 
tions, a Thought roſe in me which I believe very often 
perplexes and diſturbs Men of ſerious and contempla- 
tive Natures ; David himſelf fell into it in that Re- 
flexion, When I confider the Heavens the Work of thy 
Fingers, the Mron and the Stars which thou hafl ordain- 
(d; what is Man that thou art mindful of him, and the 
Son of Man that then regardiſi him! In the ſame Man- 
ner when I conſidered that infinite Hoſt of Stars, or, 
to ſpeak more philoſophically, of Suns, which were 
then ſhining upon me, with thoſe innumerable Sets of 
Planets or Worlds, which were moving round their re- 
ſpective Suns; when I ſti]] enlarged the Idea, and ſup- 
poſed another Heaven of Suns and Worlds riſing till 
above this which we diſcovered, and theſe ſtil] enlight- 
ned by a ſuperior Firmament of Luminaries, which 
are planted at io great a Diſtance, that they may ap- 
pear to the Inhabitants of the former as the Stars do 
to us; in ſhort, While I purſved this Thought, I could 
not but reſſect on that little inſignificant Figure which I 
myſelf bore, amidit the Immentity of Goa's Works. 

Were the Sun, which enlightens this Part of the Cre- 
ation, with all the Hoſt of planetary Worlds that move 
about him, utterly extinguiſhed and annihilated, they 
would not be miſſed more than a Grain of Sand upon 
the Sea-ſhore. The Space they poſſeſs is ſo exceed- 
ingly little in compariſon of the whole, that it would 
ſcarce mike a Bl in the Creation. The Chaſm 
would be imperceptible to an Eye, that could take in 
the whole Compais of Nature, and paſs from one End 
ot the Creation to the other; as it is poſſible there may 
be ſuch a Henle in ourſelves hereafter, or in Creatutes 
Which are at preſent more exalted than ourſelves. We 
lee many Stars by the Help of Glaſſes, which we do 


not 
) 
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Not diſcover with our naked Eyes; and the finer our 


Teleſcopes, the more ſtill are our Diſcoveries. Huy- 
genius carries this TT ho.ght ſo far, that he does not 
think it 1mpoſſibie there may be Stars whoſe Light is 
not yet travelled down to us, ſince their firſt Creation. 
There is no Queition but the Univerſe nas certain 
Bounds ie: to it; but when we 'corhder that it is the 
Work of innnite Poser, prompted by infinite Good- 
neſs, with an infinite Space to excrt itſelf in, how can 
our Imagination ſet any Bounds to it ? 

To return, therefore, to my firſt Thought, I could 
not but look upon myſelf with ſecret Horror, as a Be- 
ing that was not worch the ſmalleſt Regard of one 
who had ſo great a Work under his Ca: and Super- 
intendency, I was afraid of being overlooked amidſt 
the Immenſity of Nature, and loſt among that infinite 
Variety of Creatures, which in all Probability ſwarm 
through all theſe immeaſurable Regions of Matter, 

In order to recover myſelf from this mortifying 
Thought, I conſidered that it took its Riſe from thoſe 
narrow Conceptions, which we are apt to entertain of 
the Divice Nature. We ourſelves cannot attend to 
many different Obje ds at the ſame Time. If we are 
careful to inſpect tome Things, we mult of courſe ne- 
glect others. This Imperfection, which we obſerve in 
ourſeives, is an Imperfection that cleaves in ſome De- 
gree to Creatures of the higheſt Capacities, as they 
are Creatures, that is, Beings of finite and limited 
Natures. The Preſence of every created Being is con - 
fined to a certain Meaſure of Space, and conſequently 
his Obtervation is ſtinted to a certain Number of Ob- 
jects. Tne Sphere in which we move, and act, and 
underitand, is of a wider Circumference to one Crea- 
ture than to another, according as we riſe one above 
another in the Scale of Exiſtence. But the wideſt of 


' theſe our Spheres has its Circumference. When 


therefore we reflect on the Divine Nature, we are fo 
uſed and accuſtomed to this Imperfection in ourſelves, 
that we cannot forbear in ſome Meaſure aſcribing it 
to him in whom there is no Shadow of Imperfection. 
Our Reaſon indeed aſſures us that his Attributes are 
infinite, but the Poorneſs of our Conceptions is ſuch, 


{ 
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that it cannot forbear ſetting Bonds to every Ching 
it contemplates, till our Reaſon comes again tn gur, 
Succour, and throws down alt thoſe little ri..dices 


"which riſe in us unawares, and are natural to the Mind 


of Man. 

We ſhall therefore utterly ext n7uiſh this melarcholy 
Thougtt, of our being overio.ked by our Maker in 
the Multiplicity of his Works, and the Infinity of oſe 
Objects among which he ſcems to be inceilanily em- 
ployed, if we conſider, in the firſt Place, that he 
is Omnipreſent; and, in the ſecond, that he is Om- 
niſcient. | 

If we conſider him in his Omnipreſence, his Being 
paſſes through, actuates, and ſuppor:s the whole Frame 
of Nature, - His Creation, and every Part. of it, 1s 
full of him. There is nothing he has m:de, chat is 
either ſo diſtant, to little, or ſo inconfiverable, which 
he does not eſſentially inhabit. His Subſtance is wich- 
in the Subſtance -of every Being, whether material, or 
immaterial, and as intimately preſent to it, as that Be— 
ing is to itſelf, It would be an Imperfection in him, 
were he able to remove out of one Place into another, 
or to withdraw himſelf from any Thing he has cre- 
ated, or from any Part of that Space which is diffuſed 
and ſpread abroad to Infinity. In ſhort, to ſpeak of 
him in the Language of the old Philoſopher, he is a 
Being whoſe Centre is every where, and his Circum- 
ference no where. 

In the ſecond Place, he is Omniſcient as well as 
Omnipreſent. His Ommni'cience indeed neceſſarily and 
naturally flows from his Omnipreſence ; he cannot 
but be conſcious of every Motion that ariſes iu the 
hole mater.;al World, which he thus eſſentially per- 
vades, and of every Thought that is ſtirring in the in- 
tellectual World, to every Part of which he is has in- 
timately united. Several Moraliſts have c.niidered 
the Creation as the "Temple of God, which he has 
built with his own Hands, and which i- hlled wich his 

Preſence, Others have conttdered ifi, ite Space 2s 
the Receptacle, or rather Habitat on v4 the ln gnty ; 
But tae nobleſt and moſt exalted way of cn 43, 
this 
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this infinite Space is that of Sir Jac Neacton, who 
calls it the Ser/ſcrium of the Godhead. Brutes and 
Men have their $-z/cr:9/a, or little Senſariums, by which 
they app ebend the Preſence and perceive the Actions 
of a feèœ Objects, that lie contiguous to them. Their 
Nuo vledge and Obſervation turn within a very nar- 
row Circle. But as God Almighty cannot but 2 
ccive and know every Thing in which he reſides, in- 
finate Space gives Room to infinite Knowledge, and is, 
as it were an Organ to Omniſcience. 

Were the Soul ſeperate from the Body, and with 
one Glance of Thought ſhould ſtart beyond the Bounds 
of the Creation, ſhould it for Millions of Years con- 
tinue its Progreſs through infinite Space with the ſame 
Activiy, it would ſtill find itſelf within the Embrace 


of its Creator, and encompaſſed round with the Im- 


meniity of the Godhead. While we are in the Body, 
he is not leſs preſent with us, becauſe he is concealed 
from us. O that I knew where I might find him ! 


ſays Fob. Behold I g forward, but be is not there; 
* 8 


and backwara, but I cannit perccive him: On the Left 
Hand, x:here be does wverk, but I cannot Leh, him : He 
hideth himſelf ea the Right Hand that I cannot fee him. 
In ſhort, Reaſon as-well as Revelation aflure us, that 
he cannot be abſent from us, te he is un- 
diicovered by us. 

In this Conſideration of God Almighty's Omnipre— 
ſence and Omniſcience, every uncomiortable Thought 
vaniſhes. He canno: but regard every Thing that 
has Being, eſpecially fuch of his Creatures who fear 
they” are not regarded by him. He is privy to all 
tucir Thoughts, and to that Anxiety of Heart in par- 
ti-u ar, which is apt to trouble them on this Occa- 
ſion For, as it is jmpoſhvle he ſhould overlook any 
of his Creatures, ſo we may be conſident that he re- 
garde, with an Eye of Mercy, thoſe who endeavour to 
recommend themftelves to his Notice, and in an un- 
feigned Humiluy of Heart think chemſclves unworthy 
that ne ſhould be mindful of them. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. VIII. No. 565. 


Dass. 
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Mr. SPECTATOR, 


HERE is an Evil under the Sun which has 

not yet come within your Speculation, and 
is, the Cenſure, Diſeſteem, and Contempt which 
ſome young Fellows meet with from particular Per- 
ſons, for the reaſonable Methods they take to avoid 
them in general. This is by appearing in a better 
Dreſs, than may ſcem to a Relation regularly con- 
ſiſtent with a ſmall Fortune; and therefore may oc- 
caſion a Judgment of a ſuitable Extravagance in 
other Particulars : But the Diſadvantage with which 
the Man of narrow Circumſtances acts and ſpeaks, 
is ſo feelingly ſct forth in a little Book called the 
Chriſtian Hero, that the appearing to be otherwiſe 
is not only pardonable, but neceſſary, Every one 
knows the Hurry of Concluſions that are made in 
Contempt of a Perſon that appears to be calamitous, 


which makes it very excuſable to prepare one's ſelf 


for the Company of thoſe that are of a ſuperior 
Quality and Fortune, by —_— to be in a better 
Condition than one is, ſo far as ſuch Appearance 
ſhall not make us really of worſe. 

« It is a Juſtice due to the Character of one wha 
ſuffers hard Reflections from any particular Perſon 
upon this Account, that ſuch Perſons would enquire 
into his manner of ſpending his Time; of which, 
tho' no further Information can be had than that he 
remains ſo many Hours in his Chamber, yet if this 
is cleared, to imagine that a reaſonable Creature 
wrung with a narrow Fortune does not make the 
beſt uſe of this Retirement, would be a Concluſion 


extremely uncharitable. From what has, or will be 


ſaid, I hope no Conſequence can be extorted, im- 
plying, that J would have ary young Fellow ſpe nd 


more time thau the common Leiſure which his Scu— 


dies require, or moie Money than his Fortune cr 
Allowance may admit of, in the Purſuit of an Ac- 
Vou I. P * quaintance 


'» 
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quaintance with his Betters : For as to his Time, 
the groſs of that ought to be ſacred to more ſubſtan- 
tial Acquiſitions ;_ for each irrevocable Moment of 
which he ought to believe he ſtands religiouſly ac- 
countable, And as to his Dreſs, I ſhall eagage my- 
ſelf no further than in the modeſt Defence of two 
plain Suits a Year : For being perfectly ſatisfied in 
Eutrapelus's Contrivance of making a Mob of a 
Man, by preſenting him with lac'd and embroider'd 
Suits, | would by no means be thought to contro- 
vert the Conceit, by infivuating the Advantages of 
Foppery. It is an Aſſertion which admits of much 
Proof, that a Stranger of tolerable Senſe dreſs'd like 
a Gentleman, will be better receiv'd by thoſe of 
Quality avove him, than one of much better Parts, 
whole Dreſs is regulated by the rigid Notions of 
Frugality. A Man's Appearance falls within the 
Cenſure of every one who ſces bim; his Parts and 
Learning very few are Judges of; ard even vpn 
theſe few, they can't at firit be well intruded; for 
Policy and Good Breeding will counſel him to be 
reſerv'd among Strangers, and to {ſupport hiniſelf 
only by the common Spirit of Converſation. Indeed 
among the injudicious, the Words Delicacy, Idiom, 
fine Images, Structure of Periods, Genius, Fire, and 
the reſt, made uſe of with a frugal and comely 
Gravity, will maintain the Figure ol immenſe Read— 
ing, and the Depth of Criticiſm. 
« All Gentlemen of Fortune, at leaſt the young and 
middle-aged, are apt to pride themſelves a little too 
much upon their Dreſs, and conſequently to value 
others in ſome meaſure upon the fame Conſidera— 
tion. With what Confuſion is a Man of Figure 
obliged to return the Civilities of the Hat to a Per- 
ſon whoſe Air and Attire hardly intitle him to it:? 
For whom nevertheteſs the other has a particular 
Eſteem, tho' he is aſham'd to have it challenged iu 
ſo publick a manner. It mult be allowed, that any 
young Fellow that affe&ts to dreis and appear gen- 
teelly, might with artificial Management ſave ten 
Pounds a Year ; as inſlead of fine Holland he might 
„ niourn 
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« mourn in Sackcloth, and in other Particulars be 
«« proportionably ſhabby : But of what Service would 
« this Sum be to avert any Misfortune, whilſt it would 
leave him deſerted by the little good Acquaintance 
he has, and prevent his gaining any other? As the 
Appearance of an eaſy Fortune is neceflary towards 
„ making one, I don't know but it might be of Ad- 
vantage ſometimes to throw into one's Diſcourſe 
certain Exclamations about Bank-Stock, and to ſhew 
« a marvellous Surpriſe upon its Fall, as well as the 
moſt affected Iriumph upon its Riſe. The Venera- 
tion and Reſpect which the Practice of all Ages has 

preſerved to Appearances, without doubt ſuggeſted 
to our 'I'radeſmen that wiſe and politick Cuſtom, to 
apply and recommend themſelves to the Publick by 
all thoſe Decorations upon their Sign-poſts and 
Houſes, which the moiſt eminent Hands in the 
« Neighbourhood can furniſh them with. What can 
be more attractive to a Man of Letters, than thar 
immenſe Erudition of all Ages and Languages, 
which a ſkilful Bookſeller, in conjunction with a 
Painter, ſhall image upon his Column and the Ex 
tremities of his Shop? The ſame Spirit of main- 
taining a handſome Appearance reigns among the 


grave and ſolid Apprentices of the Law (here 1 ö ; 
could be particularly dull in proving the Word Ap- uy 
* prentice to be ſignificant of a Barriſter) and you may = 
40 


eaſily diſtinguiſh who has moſt lately made his Pre- 
tenſions to Buſineſs, by the whitelt and moſt orna- 
„% mental Frame of his Window: If indeed the 
Chamber 1s a Ground-Room, and has Rails before 
it, the Finery is of Neceflity more extended, and 
the Pomp of Buſineſs better maintain d. And what 
can be a greater Indication of the Dignity of Dreſs, 
than that burdenſome Finery which 1s the regular 
Habit of our Judges, Nobles, and Biſhops, with 
which upon certain Days we lee them ir.cumbered ?. 
And though it may be ſaid, this is awful, and ne- 
ceſſary tor the Dignity of the State, yet the wiſeſt 
of them have been remarkable, before they arrived 
at their preſent Stations, for being <ery avell dee 
T2 h 15 Perſous. 

- * 


* 
* 
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« Perſons. As to my own part, I am near thirty; 
and ſince J left School have not been idle, which is 
« a modern Phraſe for having ſtudied hard, I brought 
off a clean Syſlem of Moral Philoſophy, and a to- 
„ lerable Jargon of Metaphyſicks from the Univer- 
« ſity ; ſince that, I have been engaged in the clear- 
„ing part of the perplex'd Stile and Matter of the 
« Law, which fo hereditarily deſcends to all its Pro- 
„ feſſors. To all which ſevere Studies I have thrown 
in, at proper Interims, the pretty Learning of the 
« Claſhcks. Notwithſtanding which, I am what Shake- 
« ſpecr calls A Felloau of no Mark or Likelibeca ; which 
% makes me underſtand the more fully, that fince the 
« regular Mcthods of making Friends and a Fortune 
«+. by the mere Force of a Profeſſion is ſo very flow 
4% and uncertain, a Man ſhould take all reaſonable 
„Opportunities, by enlarging a good Acquaintance, 
«© to ccurt that Time and Chance which is ſaid to hap- 
pen to every Man.” | 

SPECTATOR, Vol. V. No. 360. T. 


DRINKING. 


O Vices are fo incurable as thoſe which Men are. 
| apt to glory in. One would wonder how 
Drunkenneſs thould have the good Luck to be of this 
Number. Ararcharſis, being invited to a Match of 
Drinking at Corinth, demanded the Prize very humo- 
roully, becauſe he was drunk before any of the reſt 
of the Company; for, ſays he, when we run a Race, 
he that arrives at the Goal firſt is entitled to the Re- 
ward: On the contrary, in this thuily Generation, 
the Honozr falls upon him who carries off the greateſt 
Quantity of Liquor, and knocks down the reſt of the 
Company. I was the other Day with honeit 77 1 
Funncll the Wjt-Saxon, who was reckoning up how 
much Liquor had paſt through him in tae laſt twenty 
Years of his Life, which, according to his Computa- 
tion, amounted to twenty three Hogtheads of OQo- 
ber, four Tors of Port, half a K:ilderkin of ſmall 
Beer, ninetcen Barrels of Cyder, and three Glaſſes of 

Cham- 
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Champagne; beſides which he had aſſiſted at four hun- 
dred Bowis of Punch, not to mention Sips, Drams, and 
Whets without Number. I queſtion not but every 
Reader's Memory wall ſuggeſt to him ſeveral ambitious 
young Men, who are as vain in tuis Particular as 7 
Funnell, and can boaſt of as glorious Exploits. 

Our modern Philoſophers obſerve, that there is a 
general Decay of Moiſture in the Globe of the Earth. 
This they chiefly aſeribe to the Growth of Vegetables, 
which incorporate into their own Subſtance many fluid 
Bodies that never return again to their former Nature: 
But with Submiſſion, they ought to throw into their 
Account thoſe innumerable rational Beings which fetch 
their Nouriſhment chiefly out of Liquids ; eſpecially 
when we conſider that Men, compar'd with their Fel- 
low-Creatures, drink much more than comes to their 
Share. : 

But however highly this Tribe of People may think 
of themſelves, a drunken Man is a greater Monſter 
than any that is to be found among all the Creatures 
which God has made; as indeed there is no Character 
which appears more deſpicable and deformed, in the 
Eyes of all reaſonable Perſons, than that of a Drun- 
kard. Bonoſus, one of our own Countrymen, who wi 
addicted to this Vice, _—_ {et up for a Share in the 
Roman Empire, and being defeated in a great Battle, 
hang'd himſelf. When he was feen by the Army in 
this melancholy Situation, notwichſtanding he had be- 
haved himſelf very bravely, the common Jelt was, 
that the Thing they ſaw hanging upon the Tree before 
them, was not a Man, but a Bottle, 

This Vice has very fatal Effects on the Mind, the 
Body, and Fortune of the Perſon who is devoted to it. 

In regard to the Mind, it firſt of all diſcovers every 
Flaw in it. The ſober Man, by the Strength of Rea- 
ſon, may keep under and ſubdue every Vice or Folly 
to which he is molt inclined ; but Wine makes every 
latent Seed ſprout. up in the Soul, and ſhew itſelf; it 
gives Fury to the Paſſions, and Force to thoſe Objeas 
which are apt to produce them. When a young Fel- 
low complained to an old Philoſopher that his Wife 

| 1 was 

* 
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was not handſome, Put leſs Water in your Wine, ſays 


the Philoſopher, and you'll quickly make her fo. 


Wine heightens Indifference into Love, Love into 
Jealouſy, and Jealouſy into Madneſs. It often turns 
the Good- nature Man into an Idiot, and tie Cho- 
lerick into an Ailafſſin. It gives Bitternels to Reſert- 
ment, it makes Vanity infoppertable, and diſplay 
every little Spot of the Scul in its utme f Deformity. 

Nor does this Vice only betray the hidden Faults of 
a Man, and ſhew them in the moſt odious Colours, but 
often occaſions Faults to which he 1s not raturally ſub- 
jet. There is more of Tuin than of 'Truth in a Say- 
ing ol Seneca, that Drunkenneſs does not produce but 
Giicover Faults. Common Experience teaches the 
contrary. Wine throws a Man cut of h.imielf, and 
infuſes Qualities into the Mind, which the is a Stran- 
ger to in Wher ſober Moments. The Person 3 you con- 
verſe with, after the third Bottle, 1s not the » ſuing Man 
who at firſt ſat down at Table with you. Upon this 
Max m is founded one of the prettieſt Sayings 1 
ever met with, which is inſcribed to Pud6/ivs Syrus, 
Wat ebrium tadific at ledit abſeatem; He whe jeſ!s upon a 
Alan that is drunk, injures the e. 

Thus does Drankenneſs act in direct Contradiction 


10 Reaſon. whoſe Buſineſs it is to clear the Mind of 


every Vice which is crept into it, and to guard it 
againſt all the Approaches of any that endeavours to 
make its Entrance. But beſides theſe ill Effects which 
this Vice produces in the Perſon who 1s actually under 
its Domimon, it has allo a bad Influence on the Mind 
even in its ſober Moments, as it inſenſibly weakens 


the Underſtanding, impairs che Memory, and makes 


thoſe Faults habitual which are produced by frequent 
Exceſſes. SPECT2 TO, Vol. VIII. No. 569 
A Method of ſpending one's Time agreeably is 

Thing fo little ſtudied, 'that the common "an Safin 
of our young Gentlemen, (elpecially of ſuch as are at 
a Diſtance from thoſe of the fit Breeding) is drink- 
ing. Tus Way of Entertainment has Cuſtom of 1's 
Side; but as much as it has prevailed, I believe there 
have been very tew Companies that have been guilty of 

Excel 
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Exce(s this Way, where there have not happened more 
Accidents which make againſt, than for the Continu- 
ance of it. It is very common that Events ariſe from 
a Debauch, which are fatal, and always ſuch as are diſ- 
agreeable. With all a Man's Reaſon and good Senſe 
about him, his Tongue is apt to utter Things out of 
mecr Gaiety of Heart which may diſpleaſe his beſt 
Friends, Who then would truſt himſelf to the Power 
of Wine, without-ſaying more againſt it, than that it 
raiſes the Imagination and depreiles the judgment? 
Were there only this ſingle Conſideration, that we are 
leſs Maſters of ourielves when we drink in the leaſt 
Proportion above the Exigeneies of Thirſt; 1 ſay, 
were this all that could be objected, it were ſufficient 
to make us abhor this Vice. But we may go on to 
ſay, that as he who drinks but a little is not Maſter of 
bimſelf, ſo he who drinks much is a Slave to himſelf. 
As for my Part, I ever eſteem'd a Drunkard of all vi- 
cious Perfons the moſt vicious: For if our Actions are 
to be weigh'd and conſider'd according to the Inten- 
tion of them, what can we think of him who puts 

himſelf into a Circumſtance wherein he can have no 
Intention at all, but incapacitates himſelf for the Du. 
ties and Offices of Life, by a Sutpenſion of all his Fa- 
cuities ? If a Man conſiders that he cannot under tue 
Oppreſlion of Drink be a Friend, a Gentleman, a 
Maſter, or a Subje*t ; that he has ſo long baniſhed 
himſelf from all that is dear, and given up all that is 
ſacred to him, he would even then think of a De- 
bauch with Horror: But when he looks ſtill further, 
and acknowledyes, that he is not only expelled out of 
all the Relations of Life, but alſo liable to offend 
againſt them all, what Words can expreſs the 'Ferror 
. and Deteſtation he would have of ſuch a Condition? 
And yet he owns all this of himſelf who ſays be was 

drunk laſt Night. 

As I have all along pi ſiſted in it, that all the Vici- 
ous in genera] are in « State of Death, ſo I think 1 
may add to the Non-Exiſtence of Dcunkards, that 
they died by tneir own Hands. He is certainly as 
guilty of Suicide who periſhes by a flow, as he that is 
diſpatched by an immediate Poiſon, In my laſt Lucu- 
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bration J propoſed the general Uſe of Water-grue!, 
and hinted that it might not be amiſs at this very Sea- 
ſon : But as there are ſome, whoſe Caſes, in regard to 
their Families, will not admit of Delay, I have uſed 
my Intereſt in ſeveral Wards cf the City, that the 
wholeſome Reſtorative above-mentioned may be given 
in Tavern-Kitchens to all the Mornings Draught Men 
within the Walls when they call for Wine before Noon. 
For a further Reſtraint and Mark upon ſuch Perſons, 
I have given Orders, that in all the Offices where Po- 
licies are drawn upon Lives, it ſhall be added to the 
Article which prohibits that the Nominee ſhould crofs 
tix Sea, the Words, Provided alſo, That the aboie- 
nenticned A. B. all not drink before Dinner during the 
Term mentioned in this Indenture. 

I am not without Hopes but by this Method I ſhall 
bring ſome unſizeable Friends of mine into Shape, and 
Breadth, as well as others who are languid and con— 
tumprive, into Health and Vigour. Moſt of the Self- 
Murderers whom [ yet hinted at, are ſuch as preſerve 
a certain Regularity in taking their Poiſon, and make 


it mix pretty well with their Food: But the moſt con- 


jp:cuous of thoſe who deſtroy themſelves, are ſuch as 
in their Youth fall into this Sort of Debavcherv, and 
contract a certain Uneaſineſs of Spirit, which is not 
to be diverted but by Tippling as often as they can 


{a!l into Company in the Day, and conclude with down- _ + 


right Drunkenneſs at Night. Thele Gentlemen never 
now the Satisfaction of Youth, but ſkip the Years of 
Manhood, and are decrepit ſoon after they are of Age. 
I was Godfather to one of theſe old Fellows. He is 
now three and thirty, Which is the Grand Climacterick 
of a young Drunkard. I went to viſit the crazy Wretch 
this Morning, with no other Purpoſe but to rally haz 
under the Pain and Uneaſineſs of being ſober. 

But as our Faults are double when they affect others 
beſides ourſelves, ſo this Vice is ſtill more odious in a 
married than a ſingle Man, He that is the Huſband 
of a Woman of Honour, and comes home overloaded 
with Wine, is ſti l more contemptible in Proportion to 
the Regard we have to the unhappy Conſort of his 
Beſtiality. 'T'he Imagination cannot ſhape to itſelf 

- any 
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any Thing more monſtrous and unnatural than the 
Familiarities between Drunkenneſs and Chaltity. The 
wretched 4/trza, who is the Perfection of Beauty and 
Innocence, has long been thus condemned for Life. 
The Romantick Tales of Virgins devouted to the 
Jaws of Monſters, have nothing in them ſo terrible as 
the Gift of Ahræa to that Bacchanal). 

The Reflection of ſuch a Match as ſpotleſs Inno- 
cence with abandoned Lewdneſs is what puts this Vice 
in the worſt Figure it can bear with Regard to others ; 
but when it is lock'd upon with Reſpect only to the 
Drunkard bimſelf, it has Deformities enough to make 
it diſagreeable, which may be ſummed up in a Word, 
by allowing, thac he who reſigns his Rea'on, is actu- 
ally guilty of all that he is liable to from the Want of 
Reaton. ö TaTLER, Vol. IV. No. 241. 


Dorf L LIN. 


L L Gallantry and Faſhion, one would imagine, 

ſhould riſe out of the Religion and Laws of that 
Nation wherein they prevail; but alas! in this King- 
dom, gay Characters, and thoſe which lead in the 
Pleaſure and Inclinations of the faſhionable World, are 
ſuch as are readieſt to practiſe Crimes the moſt abhor- 
rent to Nature, and contradictory to our Faith. A 
Chriſtian and a Gentleman are made inconſiſtent Ap- 
pellations of the ſame Perſon; you are not to expect 
eternal Life, if you do not forgive Injuries, and your 
mortal Life is uncomfortable, if you are not ready to 
commit a Murder, in Reſentment for an Aﬀront : For 
good Senſe as well as Religion is fo utterly baniſhed 
the World, that Men glory in their very Paſſions, and 
purſue Trifles with the utmoſt Vengeance; ſo little do 
they know that to forgive is the moſt arduous Pitch 
Human Nature can arrive at: A Coward has often 
fought, a Coward has often conquered, but @ C:xrard 
never forgave. The Power of doing that flaws from 
a Strength of Soul conſcious of its own Force; whence 
it draws a certain Safety, which its Enemy is not of 
Conſideration enough to interrupt; for 'tis peculiar in 


* 
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the Make of a brave Man to have his Friends ſeem 
much above him, his Enemies much below him. 

Vet though the Neglect of our Enemies may, ſo in- 
tenſe a Forgiveneſs as the Love of them is not to be in 
the leaſt accounted for by the Force of Conſtitution, but 
is a more ſpiritual and refined Moral, introduced by 
him who died for thoſe that perſecuted him ; yet very 
juſtly delivered to us, when we conlider ourſelves Of- 
tenders, and to be forgiven on the reaſonable Terms 
of forgiving ; for who can aſk what he will not be- 
ftow ! Etpecially when that Gift is attended with a Re- 
demption from the cruelleit Slavery to the moſt accep- 
table Freedom: For when the Mind is in Contempla- 
tion of Revenge, all its Thoughts muſt ſurely be tor- 
tured with the alternate Pangs of Rancour, Envy, Ha- 
tred, and Indignation ; and they who profeſs a Sweet 
in the Enjoyment of it, certainly never felt the con- 
ſummate Bliſs of Reconciliation: At ſuch an Inſtant 
the falſe Ideas we received unravel, and the Shines, 
the Diſtruſt, the ſecret Scorns, and all the baſe Satis- 
factions Men had in each others Faults and Mis fortunes, 
are diſpelled, and their Souls appear in their native 
Whitcneſs, without the leaſt Streak of that Malice or 
Diſtaſte which {ujlied them: And perhaps thoſe very 
Actions, which (when we looked at them in the oblique 
Glance with which Hatred doth always ſee things) 
were horrid and odious, when obſerved with honeſt and 
open Eyes, are beauteous and ornamental. 

But if Men are averſe to us in the moſt violent De- 
gree, and we can never bring them to an amicable 
Lemper, then indeed we are to exert an obſtinate Op- 
poſiizon to them; and never let the Malice of our 
Enemies have fo eſfectual an Advantage over us, as to 

ſcape our Good-will : For the neglected and deſpiſed 

Tenets of Religion are fo generous, and in {o tran— 
ſcendent and heroic a Manner diſpoſed for publick 
Good, that 'tis not in a Man's Power to avoid their 
Influerce ; for the Chriſtian is as much inclin'd to your 
Service when your Enemy, as the moral Man when 
your-Friend. 

But the Followers of a crucified Saviour muſt root 
out of their Hearts all Senſe that there is any thing 
4 | great 
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great and noble in Pride or Haughtineſs of Spirit; yet 
it will be very difficult to fix that Idea in our Souls, 
except we can think as worthily of ourſelves, when 
we practiſe the contrary Virtues; we mult learn and 
be convinced, that there is ſomething ſublime and he- 
roic in true Meekneſs and Humility, for they ariſe 
from a great, not a groveling Idea of Things; for as 
certainly as Pride proceeds from a mean and narrow 
View of the little Advantages about a Man's ſelf, fo 
Meckneſs is founded on the extended Contemplation 
of the Place we bear in the Univerſe, and a juſt Obfer- 
vation how little, how empty, how wavering are our 
deepeſt Reſolves and Counſels. And (as to a well 
taught Mind) when you've ſaid an haughty and proud 
Man, you have ſpoke a narrow Conception, little Spi- 
rit, and deſpicable Carriage; ſu when you have ſaid a 
Man's meek and humble, you have r ee us that 
ſuch a Perſon has arrived at the hardeſt Taſk in the 
World, in an univerſal Obſervation round him, to be 
quick to ſee his own Faults, and other Mens Virtues, 
and at the height of pardoning every Man ſooner than 
. himſelf ; you have alſo given us to underſtai.d, that to 
treat him kindly, ſincerely and reſpectfully, is but a 
meer Jullice to him that is ready to do us the ſame Of- 
ices. This Temper of Soul keeps us always awake 
to a juſt Senſe of Things, teaches us that we are as 
well akin to Worms as to Angels; and as nothing 
is above theſe, ſo nothing below thoſe. It keeps our 
Underſtanding tight about us, ſo that all Things ap- 
pear to us great or little, as they are in Nature and the 
Sight of Heaven, not as they are gilded or ſullied by 
Accident or Fortune. 

It were to be wiſhed that all Men of Senſe would 
think it worth their while to reſle&t upon the Dignity 
of Chriſtian Virtues, it would poſſibly enlarge their 
Souls into ſuch a Contempt of what Faſhion and Pre- 
judice have made honourable, that their Duty, Incli- 
nation and Honour would tend the ſame way, and 
make all their Lives an uniform Act of Religion and 
Virtue. 8 | 

As to the great Catalrophe of this Day, on which 
the Mediator of the World ſuffered the greateſt Indig- 
»> Nities 
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nities and Death itſelf for the Salvation of Mankind, 
it would be worth Gentlemens Conſidcration, whether 
from his Example it would not be proper to kill all In- 
clinations to Revenge; and examine whether it would 
not be expedient to receive new Notions of what 15 
Great and Honourable. 

This is neceſſary againſt the Day wherein he who 
died ignominiouſly for us, Vall dcſcend from Heawen tg 
te cur Judge, 72 Majeſiy and Gl;ry, How will the Man 
who ſhall die by the Sword of Pride and Wrath, and 
in Contention with his Brother, appear before him, ar 
avhoſe Preſence Nature ſhall be in an Agony, and the great 
aud glorious Bodies of Light be obſcured; awhen the Sun 
fhall be darkned, and the Moon turned into Blood, and all 
the Pixvers of Heaven ſhaken ; when the Heawens thems- 
ſefves ſhall poſs away with a great Noiſe, and the Ele. 
ments diſſolve with fervent Heat; when the Earth aljo, 
and all the Works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up? 

What may juſtly damp in our Minds the Diabolical 
Madneſs, which prompts us to decide our petty Ani- 
moſities by the Hazard of Eternity, is, that in that 
one Act the Criminal does not only highly offend, but 
forces himſelf into the Preſence of his Judge, that is 
certainly his Caſe who dies in a Duel. I cannot but 
repeat it, he that dies in a Duel knowingly offends 
God, and in that very Action ruſhes into his offended 
Preſence. Is it poſſible for the Heart of Man to con 
ceive a more terrible Image than that of a departed 
Spirit in this Condition? Could we but ſuppoſe it has 
jeſt left its Body, ard ſtruck with the terrible Reflexion, 
that to avoid the Laughter of Fools, and being the By- 
word of Idiots, it has now precipitated itſelf into the 
Din of Demons, and the Howlings of eternal Deſpair, 
bow willingly now would it ſuffer the Imputation of 
Fear and Cowardiſe, to have one Moment left not to 
tremble in vain ? b 

The Scriptures are full of pathetical and warm Pic- 
tures of the Condition of an happy or miſerable Futu- 
rity ; and, I am confident, that the frequent reading of 
them, would make the Way to an happy Eternity fo 
agreeable and pleaſant, that he who tries it will tind 
the Difficulties, which he before ſuffered in ſhunning 
| | the 
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the Allurements of Vice, ablorpt in the Pleaſure he 
will take in the Purſuit of Virtue : And how happy 
muſt that Mortal be, who thinks himſelf in the Favour 
of an Almighty, and can think of Death as a Thing 
which it is an Infirmity not to defire ? 

GUuaRDIlaN, Vol. I. No. 20. 


EDUCATION. 


AM very much at a loſs to expreſs by any Word 

that occurs to me in our Language that which 1s un- 
derſtood by Indoles in Latin. Ihe natural Diſpoſition 
to any particular Art, Science, Profeſſion, or Trade, 
is very much to be conſulted in the Care of Youth, and 
ſtudied by Men for their own Conduct when they form 
to themſelves any Scheme of Life. It is wonderfully 
hard indeed for a Man to judge of his own Capacity 
impartially ; that may look great to me which may 
appear little to another, and 1 may be carried by Fond» 
neſs towards mylelf ſo far, as to attempt Things too 
high for my Talents and Accompliſhments : But it is 
rot methinks ſo very difficult a Matter to make a Judg- 
ment of the Abilities of others, eſpecially of thoſe wha 
are in their Infancy. My Common-place Book di- 
rects me on this Occaſion to mention the Dawning of 
Greatneſs in Ale ander, who being aſked in his Youth 
to contend for a Prize in the Olympick Games, an- 
ſwered he would, if he had Kings to run againſt him. 
Caſſius, who was one of the Conſpirators againſt Cz/ar, 
gave as great a Proof of his Temper, when in his Child- 
hood he ſtruck a Play fellow, the Son of Sy//a, for ſay- 
ing his Father was Maſter of the Roman People. Scipio 
is reported to have anſwered, (when ſome Flatterers 
at Supper were aſking him what the Romans ſhould do 
tor a General after his Death) take Marius. Marius 
was then a very Boy, and had given no Inſtances of 
his Valour ; but it was viſible to Scipio from the Man- 
ners of the Youth, that he had a Soul formed for the 
Attempt and Execution of great Undertakings. 1 muſt 
confels I have very often with much Sorrow bewailed 
the Misfortune of the Children of Great- Britain, when 
I conſider the Ignorance and Undiſcerning of the 
Generality 
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Generality of Schoolmaſters. The boaſted Liberty 
we talk of, is but a mean Reward for the long Ser- 
vitude, the many Heart-aches and Terrors, to which 
our Childhood is. expoſed in going through a Gram- 
mar ſchool: Many of theſe ſtupid Tyrants exerciſe 
their Cruelty without any Manner of Diſtinction of 
the Capacities of Children, or the Intention of Parents 
in their Behalf. There are many excellent Tempers 
which are worthy to be nouriſhed and cultivated with 
all poſſ:ble Diligence and Care, that were never de- 
1:ned to be acquainted with .4-z/torle, Tully, or Virgil; 
and there are as many who have Capacities for under- 
ſtanding every Word thoſe great Perſons have writ, 
and yet were not born' to have any Reliſh of their 
Writings. For want of this common and obvious 
diſcerning in thole who have the Care of Youth, we 
have ſo many hundred unaccountable Creatures every 
Age whipped-up into great Scholars, that are for ever 
near a right Underſtanding, and will never arrive at 
it. Theſe are the Scandal of Letters, and thete are 
generally the Men who are to teach others. The 
Senſe of Shame and Honour, is enough to keep the 
World itſelf in order without corporal Puniſhment, 
much more to train the Minds of uncorrupted and in- 
nocent Children. * It happens, I doubt not, more than 
once in a Year, that a Lad is chaſtiſed for a Block. 
head, when it is good Apprehenſion that makes him 
incapable of knowing what his Teacher means: A 
briſ Imagination very often may ſuggeſt an Error, 
which a Lad could not have fallen into, if he had been 
as heavy in conjecturing as his Maſter in explaining : 
But there is no Mercy even towards a wrong Interpre— 
tation of his Meaning, .the Sufferings of the Scholar's 
Body are to rectify the Millakes of his Mind. 

I am confident that no Boy who will not be allured 
to Letters without Blows, will ever be brought to any 
thing with them. A great or good Mind muſt necef- 
ſarily be the worſe for ſuch Iudignities; and it is a ſad 
Chauge to loſe of its Virtue for the Improvement cf 
its Knowledge. No one who has gone through what 
they call a great School, but muſt remember to have 
ſecn Children of excellent and ingenuous bg pn 
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has afterwards appeared in their Manhood) I ſay no 
Man has paſſed through this way of Education, but 
muit have ſeen an ingenuous Creature expiring with 
Shame, with pale Looks, beſeeching Sorrow, and 
ſilent Tears, throw up its honeſt Eyes, and kneel on 
its tender Knees, to an inexorable Blockhead, to be 
forgiven the falſe Quantity of a Word in making a 
Latin Verſe : The Child is puniſhed, and the next 
Day he commits a like Crime, and fo a third with the 
ſame Conſequence. I would fain aſk any reafonable 
Man whether this Lad, in the Simplicity of his native 
Innocence, full of Shame, and capable of any Impreſ- 
ſion from that Grace of Soul, was not fitter for any 
Purpoſe in this Life, than after that Spark of Virtue is 
extinguiſhed in him, tho? he is able to write twenty 
Verſes in an Evening: 

Seneca ſays, aſter his exalted way of talking, 4s the 
immortal Gods never learnt any Virtue, tho" they are en- 
dued with all that is good; fo there are fome Men who 
hawe ſo natural a Properfity to what they ſhould follw, 
that thy learn it almoſt as ſoen as they hear it, Plants 
and Vegetables are cultivated into the Production of 
hacer Fruit than they would yield without that Care; 
and yet we cannot entertain Hopes of producing a ten- 
der conſcious Spirit into Acts of Virtue, without the 
ſame Methods as is uſed to cut Timber, or give new 
Shape to a Piece of Stone. 

It is wholly to this dreadful Practice that we may 
attribute a certain Hardneſs and Ferocity which ſome 
Men, tho' liberally educated, carry about them in all 
their Behaviour. 'T'o be bred like a Gentleman, and 
puniſhed like a MalefaQor, muſt, as we ſee it does, 
produce that illiberal Saucineſs which we ſee ſometimes 
in Men of Letters. 2 

The Spartan Boy who ſuffered the Fox (which he 
had ſtolen and hid under his Coat) to eat into his 
Bowels, I dare ſay had not half the Wit or Petulance 
which we learn at great Schools among us But the 
glorious Senſe of Ho car, or rather Fear of Shame, 
which he demonſtrated in that Action, was worth all 
the Learning in che World without it. 


It 
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It is, methinks, a very melancholy Conſideration, 
that a little Neghgence can fpoil us, but great Induſtry 
is neceſſary to improve us; the moſt excellent Natures 
are ſoon depreciated, but evil Tempers are long before 
they are exalted into good Habits. To help this by 
Puniſhments, is the ſame thing as killing a Man to cure 
him of a Diſtemper : when he comes to ſuffer Puniſh- 
ment in that one Circumſtance, he is brought below 
the Exiſtence of a rational Creature, and is in the State 
of a Brute that moves only by the Admonition of 
Stripes. But fince this Cuſtom of educating by the 
Laſh, is ſuffered by the Gentry of Great Britain, I 
would prevail only that honeſt heavy Lads may be diſ- 
mitted from Slavery ſooner than they are at preſent, 
and not whipped on to their fourteenth or fifteenth 
Year, whether they expect any Progreſs from them or 
not. Let the Chili's Capacity be forthwith examined, 
and he ſent to ſome mechanick Way of Life, without 
reſpect to his Birth, if Nature deſigned him for no- 
thing higher: Let him go before he has innocently 
ſuffered, and is debaſed into a Dereliction of Mind for 
being what it is no Guilt to be, a plain Man. I Would 
not here be ſuppoſed to have ſaid, that our learned 
Men of either Robe, who have been whipped at School, 
are not {till Men of noble and liberal Minds ; but I 
am ſure they had been much more ſo than they are, 
had they never ſuffered that Infamy. | 
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I conſider a human Soul without Education, like 
Marble in the Quarry, which ſhews none of its in- 
herent Beauties, till the Skill of the Poliſher fetches 
out the Colours, makes the Surface ſhine, and diſco- 
vers every ornamental Cloud, Spot, and Vein that runs 
through the Body of it. Education, after the ſame 
Manner, when it works upon a noble Mind, draws out 
to View every latent Virtue and Perfection, which 
without ſuch Helps, are never able to make their 
Appearance. | 

If my Reader will give me Leave to change the Al- 
Iuſion 10 ſoon upon him, I ſhall make uſe of the ſame 
Inſtance to illuſtrate the Force of Education, which 
„ | Ariſtotle 
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Arifletle has brought to explain his Dcarine of Sub- 
ſtantial Forms, when he tells us, that a Statue lies hid 
in a Block of Marble; and that the Art of the Statu- 
ary only clears away the ſuperfluous Matter, and re- 
moves the Rubbiſh. The Figure is in the Stone, the 
Sculptor only finds it. What Sculpture is to a Block 
of Marble, Education is to an human Soul. The Phi— 
loſopher, the Saint, or the Hero, the Wiſe, the Good, 
or the Great Man, very oiten lie hid and concealed 
in a Plebeian, which a proper Education might have 
diſ-iuterred, and have brought to Light. I am there- 
fore much delighted with reading the Accounts of 
ſavage Nations, and with contemplating thoſe Virtues 
which are wild and unrcultivatcd ; to ice Courage ex- 
erting itſelf in Ficrceneſs, Reſolution in Obſtinacy, 
Wiſdom in Cunning, Patience in Sullenneſs and 
Deſpair. 

Mens Paſſions operate varicuſly, and appear in dif- 
ferent Kirds of Actions, according as they are more 
or leſs rectify'd and ſway'd by Reaſon. When one 
hears of Negroes, who upon the Death of their Ma- 
ſters, or upon changing their Service, hang themſelves 
upon the next Tree, as it fiequently happens in our 
American. Plantations, who can forbear admiring their 
Fidelity, tho' it expreſſes itſelf in fo d:icadful a Man— 
ner? What might rot that ſavage Greatneſs of Soul, 
which appears in theſe poor Wretches on many Occa- 
ſions, be raiſed to, were it rightly cultivated ?_ And 
what Colour of: Excuie can there be fer the Contempt 
with which we treat this Part of our Species? 'T har 
we ſhould rot put them vpun the common Foot of 
Humanity, that we1},ould only ſet an infignificant Fire 
upon the Man who murders them; nay, that we ſhould, 
as much as in us lies, cut them od fiom tte Proſpects 
of Happineſs in another World as well as in this, and 
ceny tem that which we lock upon as the proj er 
Means for attainiag it? 

Since | am engaged on this Subject, I cannot forbear 
mentioning a Story which 1 hare lately heard, and 
which is ſo well atteſted, that I have no Manner of 
Reaicn to ſuſpect the Truth of it. I may call it a 
Kind of wild Tragedy, that paſſed about twelve Years 
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ago at St. Cyriftcpher's, one of our Britih Leeward 
Iillavds. "The Negroes who were the Perſons concern'd 
in it, were all of them the Slaves of a Gentleman who 


is row in E. 
Tais Gentleman, among his Negroes, had a young 
Woman, who was look'd upon as a molt extraordinary 
Beauty by thoſe of her own Complexion. He had at 
the tame Time two yourg Fellows who, were likewiſe 
Negroes and Slaves, remarkable for the Comelineſs 
of their Perions, and for the Friendſhip which they 
bore to one another. It unfortunately happen'd, that 
both of them feil in Love with the Female Negro 
avove-mentioned, who would have been very glad to 
have taken either of them for her Huſband, provided 
tnev couid agree between themſelves which ſhould be 
the Man. But they were both ſo paſſionately in Love 
with her, that neither of them could think of giving 
her up to his Rival; and at the ſame Time were ſo 
true to one another, that neither of them would think 
of gaining her without his Friead's Conſent. The 
Torments of taeſe tuo Lovers, were the Diſcourſe of 
the Family to which they belonged, who could not 
forbear obſervirg tie ſtrange Complication of Paſſions 
which perplexed the Hearts of the poor Negroes, that 
often dropped Expreſſions of the Uneaſineſs they un- 
derwent, and how impcibble it was for either of them 

ever to be happy. | 
After a long Struggle between Love and Friendſhip, 
Truth and Jealouſy, they one Day tock a Walk toge- 
ther into a Wood, carrying their Miſtreſs along with 
them: Where, aſter abundance of Lamentations, they 
{tabbed her to the Heart, of which ſhe immediately 
died. A Slave who was at his Work not far from the 
Place where this aſtoniſhing Piece of Cruelty was com— 
mitted, hearing the Shrieks of the dying l'erſon, ran 
to ſee what was the Occaſion of them. He there dil 
covered the Woman lying dead upon the Ground, with 
the two Negroes on each Side of her, kiſing the dead 
Corpſe, wecping over it, and beating their Breaſts in 
the utmoſt Agonies of Grief and Deſpair. He imme— 
diately ran to the Fng/i/hþ Family with the News of 
what he had ſeen; who upon coming to the Place 
C4 : Jaw 
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ſaw the Woman dead, and the two Negroes expiring 
by her with Wounds they had given themſelves. 
We free in this amazing inſtance of Barbariiv, What 


ſtrange Diſ ders are bred in the Minds of thoſe Men 


whoſe Paſſions are not regulated by Virtue, aud diſci- 
plined by Reaſon. Tho' the Action which | have 
recited is in itlelf full of Guilt. and Horror, it pro- 
ceeded from a 'Femper of Mind which might have 
produced very noble Fruits, had it been informed and 
guided by a ſuitable Educa ion. | 

t is therefore an unſpeakable Bleſſing to be born in 
thoſe Parts of the World where Witdom and Know - 
ledge flouriſh ; tho' it muſt be conſels'd, there are, 
cven in theſe Parts, ſeveral poor umtoftructed Perſons, 
who are but little above the Inhabitants of thote Na 
tions of which I have been here ſpeaking ; as thoſe 
who have had the Advantages of a more liberal Edu- 
cation, riſe above one another by ſeveral different De- 
grzes of Perfegica. For to re un to our Statue in 
the Block of Marble, we fee it ſometimes only begun 
to be chipped, ſometimes rough-hewn, and but juſt 
Fetched into an human Figure; ſometimes we fee the 
Man appcaring diſtinctly in all his Limbs and Features, 
ſometimes we find the Figure wrought up to a great 
Flegancy, but ſeldem meet with any to which the 
Hand of a Phidias cr Praviteles could not give ſeveral 
nige Touchiogs and Finiſhings. 

Diſcourſes of Morality, and Reflexions upon human 
Nature, are the belt Means we can make nſe of to 
improve our Minds, and gain a trae Knowledge of our- 
ſelves, and conſequently to recover our Souls out of 


the Vice, Ignorance, an! P.cjudice, which naturally 


cleave to them. | have all along profeſt myſe'f in this 
Paper a Promoter of theſe great Ends; aud I flatter 
myſelf that | do from Day to Day contribute ſome- 
thing to the poliſhing of Mens Minds; at leaſt my 
Deliga is laudable, whatever tle Fxecution may be. I 
muſt confeſs I am not a little encoraged in it by many 
Letters which I recrive from unknown Hands, in Ap- 
probation of my Endeavours ; and mult take this Op— 
portunity of returning my Thanks to thoſe who write 
them, and excuſing my ſeif for not inſerting leveral of 

them 


i 
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them in my Papers, which I am ſenſible would be a 
very great Ornament to them. Should I publiſh the 
Praifes which are ſo well penned, they would do Ho- 
nour to the Perſons who write them, but my publiſhing 
of them would I fear be a ſufficient” Inſtance to the 
World that I did not delerve them. | 
SPECTATOR, Vol. III. No. 215. C. 


I ſhall give the following Letter no other Recom- 
mendatjon, than by telling my Readers that it comes 
from the ſame Hand with that of Jait I, 


. 


SEND you, according to my Promiſe, ſome 
T farther J houghts on the Educacion of Youth, in 
14 


which I intend to ditculs that ſamous Queſtion, 
I bether the Educatiin at a publick School, or under a 
private Tater, is to be tzriferr'd ? 

As ſome of tne greateſt Men in moſt Ages have 
been of very different Opinions in this Matter, I 
mall give a ſhort Account of what I think may be 
belt urged on both Sides, and afterwards leave every 
Perſon to determine for himſelf. | 
It is certain from fue:onins, that the Remans thought 
the Education of their Children a Buſineſs properly 
belonging to the Parents themf. Ives ; and Plutarch, 
in the Lite of Marcus Cate, tells us, that as ſoon as 
his Son was capable of Learning, Cato would ſuffer 
* no Body to teach him but timielf, tho' he had a 
Servant named C/i/o, who was an excellent Gram- 
ma:1an, and who taught a great many other Youths. 
© On the contrary, the Gre: 4s ſeemed more inclined 
to publick Schools and Seminaries. _ - 

«© A private Education, promiſes in the firſt Place 
Virtue and good Breeding ; a p uvl.ck School, Manly 
Ailurance, and an early Knows leuge in the Ways of 
c the World. 5 
„Mr. Locks, in 115 celebrated Treatiſe of Education, 
conteſles that there are Inconver.jzricies to be ſeared 
on both Sides: If, ſays he, I keep my Son at home, 
* he is in danger of beceming my young Maler: If I jend 
% him Abroad, it is ſcarce faſcble to lu him from tbe. 
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« reignirig Contagion of Rudeneſs and Vice. He will, 


* perhaps, be more innocent at Heme, but more ignorant of 
« the Morli, and more ſheepiſh when he comes Abroad. 
&« However, as this learned Author aſſerts, That Vir- 
tue is much more difficult to be obtained than Know- 
edge of the World, and that Vice is a more ſtubborn, 
as well as a more dangerous Fault than Sheepiſh- 
« neſs, he is altogether for a private Education; and 
the more ſo, becauſe he does not fee why a Youth, 
„with right Management, might not attain the ſame 
« Aſſurance in his Father's Houſe, as at a publick 
«+ School. To this End he adviſes Parents to accuſtom 
„their Sons to whatever ſtrange Faces come to the 
„ Houſe; to take them with them when they viſit 
„their Neighbours, and to engage them in Converſa- 
tion with Men of Paits and Brecding. 

It may be objected to this Method, that Conver- 
*+ ſation is not the only Thing neceſſary, but that un- 
leſs it be a Converſation with ſuch as are in ſome 
++ Meaſure their Equa's in Parts and Years, there can 
* be no room for Emulation, Contention, and ſeveral 
„of the moſt lively Paſſions of the Mind; which, 
„without being ſometimes moved by theſe Means, 
may poſſibly contract a Dulneſs and Inſenſibility. 

One of the greateſt Writers our Nation ever pro- 
« duced obſerves, That a Boy who forms Parties, and 
„ makes himſelf Popular in a School or a College, 
« would att the ſame Pars with equal Eaſe in a Senate 
© or a Privy-Council : And Mr. O/or:, ſpeaking like 
« a Man verſed in the Ways of the World, affirms, 
6 that the well laying and carry ing on of a Deiign to 
rob an Orchard, trains up a Youth inſenſibly to Cau- 
tion, Secrecy, and Circumſpection, and fits him for 
Matters of greater Importance. 

In ſhort, a private Education ſeems the moſt natu- 
« ra] Method for the forming of a virtuous Man; a 


« publick Education for making a Man of Buſineſs. 


ue firft would furniſh out a good Subject for P/ato's 
« Repudlick, the latter a Member for a Community 
„ over-run with Artifice and Corruption. 

lt mit however be confeſſed, that a Perſon at the 


„Head ef a publick School, has ſometimes ſo many: 


«. Boys 
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Boys under his Direction, that it is impoſſible he 
ſhould extend a due Proportion of his Care to each 
of them. This is however, in reality, the Fault of 
the Age, in which we often ſee twenty Parents, 
who, tho' each expeas his Son ſhould be made a 
Scholar, are not contented all together to make it 
worth while for any Man of a liberal Education to 
take upon him the Care of their Inſtruction. 

In cur great Schools indeed this Fault has been 
of late Years rect fed, ſo that we have at preſent 
not only ingenious Men for the chief Maſters, but 
ſuch as have proper Uthers and Aſſiſtants under them. 
I muſt nevertheleſs own, that for want of the ſame 
Encouragement in the Country, we have many a 
promiſing Genius ſpoiled and abuſed in thoſe little 
Seminaries. | 

«« | am the more inclined to this Opinion, having 
myſelf experienced the Uſage of two Rural Maſters, 
each of them very unfit for the Truſt they took upon 
them to diſcharge. Ihe firſt impoled much more 
upon. me than my Parts, tho' none of the weakeſt, 
could endure ; and uſed me barbarouſly for not per- 
forming Impoſhbilities. he latter was of quite 


* another Temper; and a Boy, who would run upon 


his Errands, wath his Coftce-por, or ring the Bell, 
might have as little Converſation with any of the 
Claſſicks as he thought fit. I have known a Lad 


of this Place exculed his Exerciſe for aſſiſting the 


Cook maid ; and remember a neighbouring Gen - 
tleman's Son was atnong us five Years, moſt of which 
Time he employed in airing and watering our Ma- 
ſter's gray Pad. I ſcorned to compound for my 
raults, by doing any of thele elegant Offices, and 
was accordingly the beit Scholar, and the work uled 
of any Boy in the School. 

« I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with an Advantage 
mentioned by Quintilian, as accompanying a publick 
Way of Education, which I have not yet taken no- 
tice of; namely, that we very often contract ſuch 


Friendihips at School, as are-a Service to us all the 


following Parts of our Lives. 


« T ſhall 
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4% ſhall give you, under this Head, a Story very 
« well known to ſeveral Perſons, and which you may 
depend upon as a real Fruth. 

« Every one, Who is acquainted with JFe//minſfler- 
« School, knows that there is a Curtain which uſed to 
« be drawn acroſs the Room, to ſeparate the upper 
« School from the lower. A Youth happened, by 
c ſome Miſchance, to tcar the above-mentioned Cur- 
« tain: The Severity of the Maſter was too well 
« known for the Criminal to expect any Pardon for 
« ſuch a Fault; ſo that the Boy, who was of a meek 
„ 'Temper, was terrified to Death at the Thoughts of 
« his Appearance, when his Friend, who fat next to 
him, bade him be of good Cheer, for that he would 
« take the Fault on himſelf He kept his Word ac- 
„ cordingly. As ſoon as they were grown up to be 
« Men, the Civil War broke out, in which our two 
« Friends took the oppoſite Sides, one of them followed 
„the Parliament, the other the Royal Party. | 

« As their Tempers were different, the Youth, who 
© had ton the Curtain, endeavoured to raiſe himſelf 
« on the Civil Liſt, and the other, who had born the 
« Blame of it, on the Military: The firſt ſucceeded ſo 
„Well, that he was in a ſhoit lime made a judge un- 
« der the l'rotector. The cther was engaged in the 
« unhappy Enterpriſe of Perraudtoc% and Grove in the 
« Welt. I ſuppoſe, Sir, I need rot acquaint you with 
« the Event of that Undertaking, Every one knows 
« that the Royal Party was routed, and all the Heads 
« of them, among whom was the Curtain Champion, 
« impriſoned at Exctcr, It happened to be his Friend's 
« Lot at that Time to go the Weltern Circuit: The 
„Trial of the Rebels, as they were then called, was 
very ſhort, and nothing now remained but to paſs 
« Sentence on them; when the Judge hearing the 
Name of his old Friend, ani ove: ving his Face more 
« attentively, which he had not ſcen for many Veare, 
« aſked him, if he was not formerly a We/tminjter- 
« Scholar; by the Anſwer, he was ſoon convinced 
that it was his former generous Friend; and, with - 
out ſay ing any thing more at that Time, made the 
« beſt of his Way to London, where employing — his 
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« Power and [Intereſt with the Protector, he ſaved his 
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Friend from the Fate of his unhappy Aſlociates. 
The Gentleman, whole Life was thus preſerv'd 
by the Gratitude of h's School fellow, was after- 
wards the Father of a Son, whom he lived to ſee 
promoted in the Church, and who lull deſervedly 
fills one of the higheit Stations in it. 

SPECTATOR, Vol. IV. No. 313. X. 


The Gentleman who obliges the World in general, 


and me in particular with his Thoughts upon Educa- 
tion, has jult ſent me the following Lettcr, 


1 | | 

[ Take the Liberty to fend you a fourth Letter upon 
the Education of Youth ; In my laſt I gave you 
my Thoughts about ſome pattigular 'Faſks which I 
conceived it might not be amits to mix with their 
uſual Exerciſes, in order to give them an early Sea- 
ſo ing of Virtue ; I ſhall in this propoſe ſome others, 
waich I fancy might contribute to give them a 
right Turn for the World, and enable them to mak 
their Way in it. | 
„The Deſign of Learning is, as I take it, either to 
render a Man an agreeable Companion to himſelf, 
and teach him to iupport Solitude with Pleaſure, or 
if he is not born to an Eſtate, to ſupply that Defect, 
and furniſh him with the Means of acquiring one. 
A Perſon who applies himſelf to Learning with the 
firit of theſe Views, may be ſaid to ſtudy for Orna- 
ment, as he who propoſes to himſelf the ſecond, pro- 
perly ſtudies for Uie. The one does it to raiſe him- 
ſelf a Fortune, the other to ſet off that which he is 
already poſſeſſed of. But as far the greater Part of 
Mankind are included in the latter Clais, I ſhall only 
propoſe ſome Methods at preſent for the Service of 
ſuci who expect to advance themſelves in the World 
by their Learning: In order to which, I ihall pre- 
mile, that many more Eſtates have been acquir'd by 
little Accompliſhments than by extraordinary ones; 
thole Qualities which make the greateſt Figure in the 
Eye ot the World, not being always the moſt _ 
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ful in themſelves, or the moſt advantageous to their 
Owners. 


The Poſts which require Men of ihining and un- 


common Parts to diſcharge them, are ſo very few, 


that many a great Genius goes out of the World 


without .ever having had an opportunity to exert 
itſelf; whereas Perſons of ordinary Endowments 
meet with Occaſions fitted to their Parts and Capa- 
cities every day in the common Occurrences of 
Life. | Th | 
am acquainted with two Perſons who were for- 
merly School-Fellows, and have been good Friends 
ever ſince. One of them was not only thought an 
impenetrable Blockhead at School, but {lll main- 
tain'd his Reputation at the Univerſity ; the other 
was the Pride of his Maſter. and the molt celebra- 
ted Perſon in the College of which he was a Mem- 
ber. The Man of Genius is at preſent buried in a 
Country Parſonage of eightſcore Pounds a Yeur ; 
while the other, with the bare Abilities of a com- 
mon Scrivener, has got an Elitate of above an hun- 
Jred thouſand Poands. c 

« I fapey from what J have ſaid it will, almoſt ap- 
pear a doud:tul Caſe to nian; a wealthy Citizen, 
whether or no de ought to with his Son ſhould be 
a great Genius; but this I am ſure of, that nol ung 
is more abſurd than o ve a Lad the Education of 
oe, whom Nature has not favour'd with any par- 
vLcuſar Marks of Diſtiaction. 


* The Fault therefore of our Grammar Schools is, 


that every Boy is puſhed on to Works of Genius; 


whereas it would be far more advantegeous for. 


the greateſt part of them o be taught ſuch little 
practical Arcs and Sciences as do not require any 
great {hare of Parts to be Miaiter of them, and yet 


may come often into play during the Courſe of a 


Man's Lie. 

Such are all the Parts of prattical Geometry, 
I have known a Man contract a Friend{hip with a 
Minilter of State, upon cutting a Dial in his Win- 
dow; and remember a Clergyman who got one of 
the beit Benehces in the Welt of England, by ſet- 
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ting a Country Gentleman's Affairs in ſome Me 
thod, and giving him an exact Survey of his Eſtate. 
While Jam upon this Subjed, 1 cannot» forbear 
mentioning a Particular which is of uſe in every 
Station of Life, and which methinks every Maſter 
ſhould teach his Scholars: I mean the writing of 
Engliſb Letters. To this end, inſtead of perplexing 
them with Labin Epiſtles, Themes and Verles, there 
might be a punctual Correſpondence cſtab:ſhed be- 
teen two Boys, who might act in any imaginary 
Parts of Buſineſs, or be allowed ſometimes to give 
a range to their own Fancies, and communicate to 
eh other whatever Tritles they thought fit, pro- 
vided neither of them ever fail'd at the appointed 
time to aniwer his Correſpondent's Letter. 

I believe 1 may venture to afirm, that the gene- 
ralicy of Boys would find themſelves more advar ta- 


ged by this Cuſtom, when they come to be Men, 


than by all the Cree, ard Latin their Maſters can 
teach them in ſeven or eight Years. | 

« The want of it is very viſible in mary learned 
Perſons, who, while they are 2&miring the $;1'es of 


. Demoſthenes or Cicero, wars Phraſes to c preis them - 


ſelves on the mo% common Occaſons. I have ſeen 
a Letter izom one of theſe i. Orators, which 
* duld have been deſervedly laught at by a common 
Attorney. | 

„Under this Head of Writing I cannot omit Ac- 
counts and Short-hand, which are learred with 


little pains, and very properly come into the Num- 


ber of ſuch Arts as I have been here recommending. 


« You miſt doubtleſs, Sir, obſerve, that I have hi- 
therto chiefly it ſiſted upon theſe Things for fuch 
Boys as do not appear to have any thing extraordi— 
nary in their natural 'Falents, and contequently are 
not qualified for the finer Parts of Learning; yet! 
believe I might. carry this Matter ſtill further, and 
venture to alert that a Lad of Genius has ſometimes 
occaſion for theſe lite Acquirements, to be as 1t 
were the Forerunners of his Parts, and to introduce 
lum into the World. 


« Hiſtory 
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« Hiſtory is full of Examples of Perſons, who, 
« tho' they have had the largett Abilities, have been 
„ obliged to inſinuate themſelves into the Favour of 
„great Men by theſe trivial Accompliſhments ; as the 
« complete Gentleman in ſome of our modern Come- 
« dies, makes his firſt Advances to his Miſtreſs under 
« the diſguiſe of a Painter, or a Dancing-Maſter. 

« 'The Difference is, that in a Lad of Genius theſe 
« are only ſo many Accompliſhments, which in ano- 
« ther are Eſſentials; the one diverts himſelf with 
© them, the other works at them. In ſhort, I look 
upon a great Genius, with theſe little Additions, in 
ci the ſame Light as I regard the Grand Seignior, who 
* is obliged, by an expreſs Command in the Alcoran, 
to learn and practiſe ſome Handicraft 'I'rade. "Tho' 
« I need not to have gone for my Inſtance farther than 
„ Germany, Where ſeveral Emperors have voluntarily 
« done the ſame thing. Leepold the laſt worked in 
« Wood; and | have heard there are ſeveral handi- 
« craft Works of his making to be ſeen at Vienna 
« fo neatly turn'd, that the beſt Joiner in Furspe 
% might ſafely own them without any Diſgrace to his 
«« Profeſſion. 

would not be thought by any thing I have (a'd. 

«« to be againſt improving a Boy's Genius to the ut- 

«« moſt pitch it can be carry'd. What I would endea- 

« vour to ſhew in this Eſſay, is, that there may be 

« Methods taken to mike Learning advantage * 
even to the meaneſt Capacities.” 

Scr rot, Vol. V. No. 353. X. 


73 S I walked t'other Day in a fine Garden, and 
wh obſerved the great Variety of Improvements 
in Plants and Flowers beyond what they otherwiſe 
would have been, I was naturally led into a Reflec- 
tion upon.the Advantages of Education, or Modern 
Culture; how many good Qualities in the Mind are 
*« loſt, for want of the like due Care in nurſing and 
„ ſkrilfully managing them, how many Virtues are 
* choaked, by the Multitude of Weeds which are 
© ſuffered to grow among them; how excellent Parts 
are often ſtarved and uleleſs, by being planted in a 
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wrong Soil; and how very ſeldom do theſe moral 
Seeds produce the noble Fruits which might be ex- 
peRed from them, by a neglect of proper Manuriug, 
neceſſary Pruning, and an artful Management of 
our tender Inclinations and firſt Spring of Life? 
Tneſe obvious Speculations made me at length con- 
clude, that there is a ſort of vegetable Principle in 


the Mind of every Man when he comes into the 


World. In Intants the Seeds he buried and undiſ— 
covered, 'till after a while they ſprout forth in a 
kind of rational-Leawes, which are Wrads ; and in 
due Seaſon the F/:xvers begin to appear in Variety 
of beautiful Colours, and all the gay Pictures of 
youthful Fancy and Imagination ; at Jaſt the Fruit 
knits and is formed, which is green, perhaps, firſt, 
and ſour, unpleaſant to the Taſte, and not fit to be 
gathered; till ripened by due Care and Application it 
dilvovers itſelf in all the noble Productions of Philo- 


ſophy, Mathematicks, cloſe Reaſoning, and hand- 


ſome Argumentation: And theſe Fruits, when they 
arrive at juſt Maturity, and are of a good Kind, af- 


ford the moſt vigorous Nouriſhment to the Minds of 


Men. I reflected further on the ipteledtual Leaves 
before-ment:oned, and found almoſt as great a Va- 
ricty among them as in the vegetable World, 1 


could eafily obſerve the ſmcoch ſhining Italian 
Leaves; the nimble French Aſpen always in Mo- 
tion; the Greek and Latin Ever-greens, the Sparih 


Myrtle, the Eng: Oak, the Scorch Thiſtle, the 
Iriſb Shnambrogue, the prickly German and Dutch 
Holly, the Po/:» and Ryu//jan Nettle, beſides a vaſt 
Number of Exoticks imported from a, Africa, 
and America. I ſaw ſeveral barren Plants, which 
bore only Leaves, without any Hopes of Flower or 
Fruit: The Leaves of ſome were fragrant and 
well-ſhaped, of others ill-ſcented and irregular. I 
wonder'd at a Sct of old whimſical Botaniſts, who 
ſpent their whole Lives in the Contemplation of 
{ome withered Zgyptian, Coptic, Arminian, or Chi- 
neſe Leaves, while others made it their Buſineſs to 
colle& in voluminous Herbals all the ſeveral Leaves 
of ſome one Tree, The Flowers afford a moſt di- 
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« yerting. Entertainment, in a wonderful Variety of 
« Figires, Colours and Scents; however, moſt of 
« them withered ſoon, or at beſt are but Annuals. 
„ Some profeſſed Foriſts make them their conſtant 
« Study and Employment, and deſpiſe all Fruit ; and 
„ now and then a few fanciful People ſpend all their 
« Time in the Cultwation of a ſingle Tulip, or a 
„ Carnation: But the moſt agreeable Amuſement 
ſeems to be the well choofing, mixing, and binding 
„ together theſe Flowers in pleaſing Noſegays to pre- 
„ ſent to Ladies. The Scent of Italian Flowers is 
* obſerved, like their other Perfumes, to be too ſtrong, 
and to hurt the Brain; that of che French with gla- 
« ring, gaudy Colours, yet faint and languid ; Ger- 
© nan and Northern Flowers have little or no Smell, 
or ſometimes an unpleaſant one. The Antients had 
«« a Secret to give a laſting Beauty, Colour and Sweet- 
* neſs to ſome of their choice Flowers, which flouriſh 
„ to this Day, and which few of the Moderns can 
effect. Theſe are becoming enough and agreeable 
jn their Seaſon, and do often handſomely adorn an 
« Entertainment, but an over-fondneſs of them ſeems 
« to be a Diſeaſe. It rarely happens to find a Plant 
« vigorous eno:gh, to have (like an Orange-tree) at 
once beautiful ſhining Leaves, fragrant Flowers, and 
« delicious nouriſhing Fruit.” 

SPECTATOR, Vol. VI. No. 455. T. 


I have lately been caſting in my Thoughts the ſeve- 
veral Unhappineſſes of Lite, and comparing the Infe- 
licities of old Age to thoſe of Infancy. The Calami- 
ties of Children are due to the Negligence and Miſ- 
conduct of Parents, thoſe of Age to the paſt. Life 
which led to it. I have here the Hiſtory of a Boy 
and a Girl to their Wedding-Day, and think I cannot 
give the Reader a live'ier Image of the inſipid way 
which time uncultivated paſſes, than by entertaining 
bim with their authentick Epiſtles, expreſſing all that 
was remarkable in their Lives, till the Period of their 
Life above- mentioned. The Sentence at the Head of 
this Paper, which is only a warm Interrogation, What 
is there in Nature ſo dear as a Man's own Children to 


bim? 
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him ? is all the Reflection I ſhall at preſent make on 


thoſe who are negligent or cruel in the Education of 
them. | 


Ar. Sprcrarog, 


AM now entering into my one and twentieth 

Year, and do not know that I had one Day's 
thorough Satisfaction ſince I came to Years of any 
Reflection, till the Time they ſay others loſe their 
Liberty, the Day of my Marriage. I am Son to a 
Gentleman of a very great Eſtate, who reſolv'd to 
keep me out of the Vices of the Age; and in order 
to it never let me ſee any thing that he thought 


could give me the leaſt Pleaſure. At ten Years old 


I was put to a Grammar-School, where my Malter 


received Orders every Poſt to uſe me very ſeverely, 


and have no regard to my having a great Eſtate, 
At fifteen I was removed to the Univerſity, where 
I liv'd, out of my Father's great Diſcretion, in 
ſcandalous Poverty and Want, till I was big enough 
to be married, and I was ſent for to ſee the Lady 
who fends you the underwritten. When we were 


put together, we both conſidered that we could not 


be worſe than we were in taking one another, and 
out of a Deſire of Liberty entered into Wedlock. 
My Father ſays I am now a Man, and may ſpeak 
to him like another Gentleman.” 


Mr. SyrExc, | 
Grew tall and wild at my Mother's, who is a gay 
Widow, and did not care for ſhewing me, till 

about two Years and a half ago; at which Time 

my Guardian Uncle ſent me to a Boarding School, 
with Orders to contradict me in nothing, for I had 
been miſuſed enough already. I had not been there 
above a Month, when being in the Kitchen, I ſaw 
ſome Oatmeal on the Dreſler ; I put two or three 

Corns in my Mouth, liked it, ſtole a Handful, went 

into my Chamber, chewed it, and for two Months 

after never failed taking Toll of every Pennyworth 
of Oatmeal that came into the Houſe : But one Day 


&« flaying with a Tobacco pipe between my Teeth, it 


happened 
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happened to break in my Mouth, and the ſpitting 
out the Pieces left ſuch a delicious Roughneſs on my 
Tongue, that I could not be ſatisfied till I had 


champed up the remaining Part of the Pipe. I for- 


ſook the Oatmeal, and ſtuck to the Pipes three 
Months, in which Time I had diſpenſed with thirty 
ſeven foul Pipes, all to the Boles ; they belonged to 
an old Gentleman, Father to my Governeſs— He 
locked up the clean ones. I left off eating of Pipes, 
ard ſell to licking of Chalk. I was ſoon tired of 
this; I then nibbled all the red Wax of our laſt 
Bali-Tickets, aud thrge Weeks after, the black Wax 
from the Burying-Tickets of the old Gentleman, 
Two Months after this J lived upon Thunder-bolts, 
a certain long, round bluiſh Stone, which I found 
among the Gravel in our Garden. I was wonder- - 
fully delighted with this; but Thunderbolts grow- 
ing ſcarce, I faiten'd Tooth and Nail upon our 
Garden-wall, which I ſtuck to almoſt a Twelve- 
morth, and had in that Time peeled and devoured 
half a Foot towards our Neigh bout's Yard. I now 
thought myſelf the happieſt Creature in the World, 
and | believe in my Conſcience, | had caten quite 
through, had I had it in my Chamber; but now 
I became lazy, and unwilling to ſtir, and was obli- 
ged to ſeek Food nearer Home. I then took a 
itrange Hankering to Coals; | fell to ſcranching 
'em, and had already coniumcd, I am certain, as 
much as could have dreſſed my Wedding-Dinner, 
when my Uncle came for me Home. He was in 
tie Parlour with my Geverncls when I was called 
down. 1 went in, fell on my Knees, for he made 
ine call him Father; and when I expected the Bleſ- 
ſing I aſked the good Gentleman, in a Surpriſe, 
turns himſelf to my Goverre:s, and aſks, whether 
this (pointing to me) was his Daughter? This ad. 
cCed he) is the very Picture of Death. My Child 
was a plump fac'd, hale, freſh. colour'd Gul ; but 
this looks as if ſhe was half ftarved, a mere Skele- 
ton. My Governeſs, who is really a good Woman, 
aſſured my Father I had wanted for nothing; and 
withal told him, I was continually eating {ome Traſh. 
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or other, and that I was almoſt exten up with the 
green Sickneſs, her Orders being never to croſs me. 
but this magnihed but little with my Father, who 
preſently in a kind of Pet, paying for my Board, 
took me home with him. I had not been long at 
home, but one Sunday at Church (I ſhall never for- 
get it) I ſaw a ynung neighbouring Gentleman that 
pleaſed me hugely ; I liked him of all Men I ever 
ſaw in my Lite, and began to wiſh J could be as 
pleaſing to him. The very next Day he came, with 


his Father, a viſiting to our Rouſe : We were left 


alone together, with Directions on both Sides to 
be in Love with one another, and in three Weeks 
Time we were married. I regained. my former 


Health and Complexion, and am now as happy as 


the Day is long. Now, Mr. Spec, I deſire yog 
would find out ſome Name for theſe craving Dam- 
ſels, whether dignified or diltinguiſfied under ſome 
or all of the tollowing Denominations (to wat) 


Traſh-eaters, Oatm at- e ANY Pipo-champrrs, Chalk- 


lickers, W ex-nibtlers, Cial-ſcrrancheri, W ill-pribers, 
or Grawvel-diggers: And, good Sir. do your utmoſt 
Endeavour to prevent (by expuſing)} this unac- 
countavie Folly, fo prevailing among the young 
ones of our Sex, who may not meet with ſuch 
iuddenr good Luck as, ; 
SIR. &e.“ 
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